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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 19TH JANUARY 2010 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr P Cook, Cllr W Kohler, Cllr E O’Regan, Cllr  
  Schonken, Cllr D Woods, Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs Jelley, Mr Lester, Mrs Wooldridge, Ms Grisoni, Ms Thomas, Ms  
   Goodfellow 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr Bates, Cllr Eades, Cllr Flynn and Cllr Stone 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 15TH DECEMBER 2009: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING: 
Item 4/12 - Fowlmere Joinery to commence work soon on the Fire Engine shed door 

Item 5 – The salt bins in the village have been filled.  Clerk to chase up the order for 
the new ones. 
 
Item 8 – The Burial Board met earlier (19/01/10), with Cllr Woods as the Chair.   The 
Board made some recommendations for fee increases which will be brought to the 
next PC Meeting in February.  This follows several years where no increases have 
been implemented and focuses more on burials for people from outside of the village. 

Item 4/10 - Content of the web-site.  Cllr Schonken and Cllr O’Regan have made 
good progress with taking the web-site in-house and it looks very bright and fresh.  
Cllr Schonken requested all Councillors write a two sentence profile of themselves 
and to think of anything else of interest to go on the web that describes the function of 
the PC and also some photos of the village, incl the cemetery (Cllr O’Regan can 
provide). 

Item 12a - Village Hall.  Cllr Roberts requested permission to change the order of the 
meeting and bring the Village Hall item to item 4.  All councillors agreed. 

Cllr Roberts welcomed Ms Grisoni, Ms Goodfellow and Ms Thomas and asked them 
to please explain to the PC where matters were regarding the Village Hall and the 
current financial situation?  

Ms Goodfellow explained that for the last 18 months, the VH committee have been 
monitoring finances – costs are increasing and income declining.  There are currently 
four main streams of income – a) Community user groups, b) Commercial user 
groups, many have declined in past year, c) Weddings, big functions and parties, 
which have also declined dramatically and d) Football and cricket groups (and 
caravan clubs).  The general economic situation has had an effect, as has 
competition from other local halls, - ours is looking very tired compared to others.  
Two years ago they achieved lottery funding (for disabled access and toilets), but 
they have not advertised the financial situation previously but now they have to ask 
the village what needs to be done.  May is the cut off point as two large bills for 
insurance and grass-cutting need to be paid in June so time is tight.  The existing 
committee is a management committee, rather than a fundraising committee, so they 
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are asking for fundraising support from the village.  Active marketing and a real grip 
on fundraising is needed but it needs to be what the village wants and can commit to.  
The VH Committee have asked the PC if they could support the VH but they haven’t 
been able to. 

Ms Grisoni added that she felt it was the responsible thing to do, to set a limit of 
£5000 and that they shouldn’t go below it as even if the VH closes, there will still be 
costs in maintaining and securing a closed building.  Currently, the VH is used 
primarily Mon-Fri and there aren’t many additional spaces during the week.  The 
rates have not increased for 2 years, as it was feared user-groups may close.  It was 
hoped the PC could support the VH to provide the ‘jam on the bread’ which would 
have historically come from weekend bookings, which are not happening. 

Cllr Roberts recounted how she had previously been on the VH committee and had 
prior knowledge of some of the problems, mainly the issue that it is a huge hall which 
isn’t being used for large functions anymore, which requires huge maintenance costs.  
There were conversations 5 years ago to change the internal structure to make it 
more usable which never came to anything.  Other wedding venues are available 
which are more suitable and the competition is more up to date, smaller and easier to 
maintain ie Foxton, Thriplow and Newton.  The VH windows need replacing too, and 
the quality looks poor in comparison to others. 

Ms Goodfellow agreed and said £150,000 could easily be spent on bringing it up to 
date, if the finances were available.   

Cllr Roberts said that unless the problems are resolved, the issue won’t go away as 
won’t it appeal to the wider audience and Ms Goodfellow agreed that there is no point 
in limping on. 

Cllr Roberts suggested contacting Cambridgeshire ACRE (Phil Peacock), which is a 
process Ms Thomas had already started.  He comes for an initial free visit but then 
charges for his services (a building and energy audit) at a cost of £100 plus VAT and 
travel.  (The Parish Council later agreed in the meeting to fund this cost).  Cllr 
Roberts also said that SCDC have £26,000 left in their budget for such support but it 
will need to have been applied for by the end of January 2010 and several other 
village halls will also be applying, so each application will be judged on its merit.  She 
thought that SCDC would not provide money for basic expenses, but it would need to 
be for a specific project, eg a new boiler. 

Ms Grisoni reminded the councillors that they need immediate help with staying open 
and need funding for that now, as investing in the fabric of the building is the next 
phase. 

Ms Goodfellow said they needed to find out if there is the will and desire to get 
through the next 12 months from the residents, then this will buy time, to apply for 
further grants.  Cllr Roberts informed her that there would be an additional £150,000 
in SCDC’s next financial year’s budget, so they would need to apply in good time in 
May – and this would again be for capital projects.   

Ms Grisoni explained how marketing the VH is crucial as people really like the venue 
when they actually see it, which needs to be exploited and more money needs to be 
earned from the recreation ground.   

Cllr Roberts suggested looking at the private sector; barns for wedding facilities etc 
as a comparison.  To which Ms Goodfellow added that the VH is a lot cheaper, so 
they need to try to get into that market. 

Cllr Roberts asked what the VH earned from the Football club?  Ms Grisoni reported 
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that they got £407 in Dec for Aug to Dec and that they do ground and changing room 
maintenance which they don’t charge for in addition. 

Cllr Woods suggested she could repeat some marketing she did previously to 
caravan clubs, to attract more usage.  The PC would pay for the postage but Cllr 
Woods would need the details of the VH bookings officer. 

Cllr Roberts queried what base-line figure was required by the VH, as they would 
need to present that to the residents at the meeting in order to raise a certain amount.  
Ms Goodfellow said that they needed £20,000 pa for basic running costs, and at the 
other end of the scale, £200,000 would bring the VH up to tiptop condition.  In-
between, £75,000 would pay for a new boiler and heating system and make a start 
on the windows as well, whereas £100,000 would also include a new kitchen.  They 
currently have an £8000 pa shortfall, which equates to £27 per household.   

The possibility of putting the present building up for sale as a commercial building 
was considered and would need further investigation if the worst case scenario of the 
Village Hall closing became likely.  Ms Goodfellow asked if this would have the 
support of the PC?  Cllr Roberts answered that this would need to be an agenda item 
which a special meeting could be called for.  Cllr Roberts pointed out that the VH has 
never had a ‘sinking fund’, which this would create.  Ms Goodfellow thought it would 
be best to not progress this at the VH meeting, although the site would never be 
allowed for housing, more likely a light industrial business.   It was agreed that these 
discussions could happen once the VH meeting on 8th February had taken place.   

Looking towards the meeting, Cllr Schonken enquired if there is a business plan?  He 
suggested that the VH also needs marketing to sustain it and committed volunteers to 
carry it forward or he can’t see how it will survive.  Ms Goodfellow said there wasn’t a 
business plan and it would be a lot of work however if the commitment is there from 
local residents it would need to be developed very quickly.   

Cllr Roberts responded to the issue of the PC helping to fund the VH and reported 
how she had spoken to the clerk at Barrington and found out that they don’t provide 
revenue funding and other PC’s are loathed to go down the route of revenue funding.  
SCDC will never do that either (one exception she believes is Milton VH.)  The PC 
are keen to support the VH and see it succeed by returning it to a nicer building but 
the committee need to get that over to the village.  Ms Grisoni enquired if the PC 
could help with the cost of grasscutting which wasn’t then discussed further.   

Ms Goodfellow enquired who do they contact at SCDC to apply for a share of the 
£150,000?  Cllr Roberts said it was Jane Thompson, Head of Community 
Development at SCDC.  Ms Goodfellow said they could perhaps apply for the money 
for a new boiler and then return the funding if the decision is made in May to close?  
Cllr Roberts to ring Jane Thompson the following morning, with Ms Goodfellow to 
follow up in the afternoon. 

Several members of the PC will attend the VH meeting on the 8th February.  Cllr 
Roberts motioned that the PC agree to pay for the Cambridgeshire Acre survey, 
which was agreed by all.  She concluded by saying that the PC is keen to help, to see 
they get the things they need and that they are all doing a great job, in a very difficult 
situation. She invited them to the next PC meeting on 16th Feb and will place the 
Village Hall as the first discussed item on the agenda.   

Cllr Roberts asked what response would be given to the media if approached?  She 
suggested that the VH stated that they were having ongoing discussions and hope 
that they can work together to get the matter resolved for everyone in the village, for 
all residents to benefit from the services it provides.  She suggested they put together 
a press release to take control of the situation and perhaps use it as an advertising 
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opportunity.         

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Councillor Stone was unable to attend the meeting so no report was tabled. 
 

 

6. PLANNING COMMITTEE: 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, ON 15TH 

DECEMBER 2009 AT 7.20PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr A Eades, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr, E O’Regan, 
Cllr D Woods and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 
 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr W Kohler and Cllr Schonken. 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before 
South Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh. 

2. C/11/17/029/01 
Application to undertake work on trees situated within a tree preservation order 
Brook Farm, Chapel Lane, Fowlmere 
Mr Nolasco 
The Council will leave the decision to the Tree Officers at South Cambs District 
Council. 

3. Other Matters and Updates 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7:30pm 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY’S CHURCH, ON 

5TH JANUARY 2010 AT 7.20PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr A Eades, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr W Kohler, Cllr, 
E O’Regan, Cllr N Schonken, Cllr D Woods and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr M Bates 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before 
South Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh. 

2. S/2287/07/F 
Variation of condition 1 of Planning Permission S/2287/07/F to allow for the continued 
use of the agreed scheduled power operated machines for the already permitted 
hours of use 
Welding Alloys Limited, The Way, Fowlmere, SG8 7QS 
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Welding Alloys Ltd 
The Council have no objections to this application in its present form and as to date, 
the Council is not aware of any complaints associated with it from local residents. 

3. S/1791/09/F 
Extensions 
St Marys Prospect, Rectory Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TL 
Mr & Mrs Chris and Jennifer Neild 
The Council recommend approval for this application as it won’t adversely affect any 
neighbouring properties, as there is more than adequate space for an extended family 
home. 

4. Other Matters and Updates 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7:30pm 

The meeting was then opened to members of the public and press. 
 

7. BURIAL BOARD: 
Cllr Roberts reported that a meeting of the Burial Board had been held (7:00pm 19th 
January 2010) and a new schedule of charges had been proposed, which will be 
taken to the February PC Meeting for discussion and agreement. 
 

 
 
Clerk 
 

8. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
a) Update on the Moat:   
Cllr Kohler reported that there was nothing further from English Heritage, despite a 
slot in early January being mentioned for the survey to take place.  The Clerk to take 
the details from Cllr Kohler and chase progress and ask for a definite date. 
 

 
 
 
Clerk / Cllr 
Kohler 
 

9. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES: 
a) Minutes of Finance Meeting 5th January 2010 

Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Finance and General 
Purposes Committee held at the Dorothy Pluck Room, St Mary’s Church, Fowlmere, 

Tuesday 5th January 2010 at 7:30 p.m. 

Present:    Cllr D Woods (Chairman Finance), Cllr P Cook, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr W 
Kohler, Cllr O’Regan, Cllr N Schonken, Cllr D Roberts and Mrs J Wright 
(Clerk). 

1. Apologies for Absence:       Cllr M Bates 

2. Minutes of the previous meeting / Matters Arising 
The minutes of the previous meeting had already been ratified at the November 2009 
Parish Council Meeting. 
There were no matters arising, which would not be addressed in the agenda. 

3. Review of Income and Expenditure 
Councillor Woods reported that whilst the budget runs for another couple of months it 
is well on target with £4359 currently under-spent.  There have been slight increases 
in a couple of budgeted items (Clerk’s salary, insurance premium, play equipment 
repairs) but it balances out with areas which have not cost as must as expected.   
Cllr Woods added that if the Council need to pay up-front for the tree survey work, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 

 

there is the required funds to do so (£1250) 

4. Precept 
Cllr Woods was pleased to announce that the Council would be able to keep the 
precept as last year and talked the Councillors though the details.  Cllr Kohler 
checked that money was included for the Bus Shelter project. 
Cllr Schonken asked if legal fees could be covered by paying a monthly insurance 
premium but this was not felt to be necessary. 
The Council agreed that a gate for the cemetery extension should be purchased. 

5. Trees and Grass 
Cllr Woods has received the quote from Hardy’s for grass cutting for 2010/2011 which 
is acceptable.  It was agreed that if they felt they needed to go over budget, they must 
check with the Council first. 

6. Future Projects 
Additional play equipment has been included as a future project and Cllr Woods has 
applied for funding which could see up to 25% of the cost reimbursed if the application 
is successful – this will be known in March. 

7. Other matters 
As it was agreed that a gate is needed for the cemetery extension, a quote had been 
received from Chris Wall for a suitable metal gate (£532.60) and it was agreed that he 
be asked to purchase and fit it as soon as possible, as vandals in the area are 
becoming a real problem.  Cllr Woods to ask Chris Wall 
It was agreed that £200 be put aside for 2 new salt bins to be purchased – one at the 
end of the Butts by the school (by the new bench) and one at the mouth of Cassander 
Close.  The Clerk to progress once Cllr Roberts has asked the resident at the end of 
Cassander Close for permission to site the bin. 
It was also agreed that there should be no expense associated with the moving of the 
web-site in-house. 

8. Date of next meeting – Tuesday 20th April 2010 
The Meeting Closed at 7:50pm 
 

b) Precept 
Cllr Woods asked the Councillors for agreement on the 2010-2011 precept – 
all present agreed. 
 
Matters arising:  Following damage to the new cemetery hedging from tractor 
work in the adjoining field, the Clerk to send a letter of complaint to Mr Martin 
Sheldrick at the Old Manor House. 

The Clerk to chase the order for the new salt bins.  The existing bins have 
been filled up with grit. 

Bus Shelter – Cllr Kohler reported there is no progress to date and he will 
chase it up and report back at the next meeting. 
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10. CORRESPONDENCE: 
It was agreed that we were not in a financial position to support the Royston 
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Transport charity at present. 
 
The Clerk to ask Chris Wall to undercut the trees on Savile Way and not the removal 
on the birch tree at present, assuming it is deemed safe. 
 
The Council would not apply for the Cambridgeshire Community Clean Up Fund at 
present as we manage that within the village. 
 
The Clerk to ask Cllr Stone for clarification on the liability of grit bins at the February 
meeting. 
 

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 

11. OTHER MATTERS: 
a) Village Hall – this was covered earlier in the agenda.   

 
b) The date of the next meeting is 7:30pm on Tuesday 16th February 2010 at the 

Chapel, Chapel Lane. 
 
The meeting closed at 9:00pm 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 16TH FEBRUARY 2010 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr P Cook, Cllr A Eades, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr W Kohler, 
  Cllr E O’Regan, Cllr Schonken, Cllr D Woods, Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: PCSO Lindsey Gardener, Ms Lamorna Thomas, Mr Kevin Steinheart. 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr Bates, Cllr Kohler and Cllr Stone 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared 

 

3. COUNCILLORS’ COMMITTEE PREFERENCES: 
Cllr Schonlen has expressed a preference to be on the Finance Committee and Cllr 
O’Regan has expressed an interest in the Planning Committee, Finance Committee 
and also the Burial Board. 

It was agreed that the Councillors should review the committees at the end of the 
year.  

 

4. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 19TH JANUARY 2010: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

5. MATTERS ARISING: 
There were no matters arising. 

Cllr Roberts took the opportunity to introduce PCSO Lindsey Gardener, who covers 
the Melbourn, Foxton and Fowlmere area.  She reported that she is aware of 
speeding in Fowlmere High Street and 6 speeders have been ticketed in the last 
week (not local residents – between 8am and 9am).  She is also aware of reports of a 
dangerous dog in the village.  Cllr Roberts asked if there are any issues with 
teenagers in the village as there currently are some issues in Foxton?  PCSO 
Gardener replied that nothing has been reported for Fowlmere.  She also mentioned 
that rogue trading is an issue in the South Cambs area, where often the elderly and 
vulnerable were targeted, as is distraction burglary.  Need to keep the elderly aware, 
and it was suggested that she perhaps speak to the friendship club?  

Cllr Roberts thanked PCSO Gardener for attending and offered apologies for none of 
the Councillors attending the Melbourn panel meeting but they always clash with the 
PC meetings. 

 

 

6. VILLAGE HALL: 
It had been agreed at the previous meeting to move this agenda item nearer to the 
start of the meeting. 
 
Cllr Roberts asked Ms Thomas to report on the VH Meeting on 8th February.  Ms 
Thomas said that there were about 65 people at the meeting and all present wanted 
the hall to remain open.  Items discussed included the possibility of a household 
contribution (£20 to collect £8000).  It was also suggested adding it to the Council 
Tax but that would not necessarily be in the villager’s interest.  It was also suggested 
users of the VH become ‘members’ and are charged for that.  Mr Peacock from 
ACRE said the facilities were quite good compared to many in the area. Other ideas 
included running a catering company from the kitchen, or as a conference venue.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 

 

 
It was agreed that hall charges should be reviewed and an events committee needs 
to be set up urgently.  No further discussions have since taken place between the 
management committee. 
 
Cllr Roberts commended Ms Goodfellow, Ms Thomas and Ms Grisoni on their 
commitment and mentioned that the numbers in attendance, although low, were 
positive towards keeping it open but noted that out of a committee of 16, not 
everyone is contributing as much.  Ms Thomas agreed that the PC had not been 
given much time but there hasn’t been much representation in the past few months.   
 
Cllr Roberts asked what Mr Peacock had suggested?  Ms Thomas said Mr Peacock 
had suggested that the boiler replacement was vital and now was the right time to do 
something ‘greener.’  This would be expensive but perhaps grants would be 
available?  But Cllr Roberts said that in the short term, more key decisions need to be 
made before investment could be made in the infrastructure.  Cllr Roberts has spoken 
to a colleague at SCDC as to what might be available re funding and she thought that 
public work loans at very low rates might be available, and this option would need to 
be progressed through the Parish Council.   Cllr Roberts suggested she invite her 
colleague to the next meeting or call a special meeting to draw on her expertise – all 
agreed. 
 
Ms Thomas said she was in agreement that a business plan was vital and volunteers 
from the 8th February meeting need to be contacted as a matter of urgency.  Cllr 
Roberts said the long term vision for the VH would need to include assurances of 
commitment from people involved, both longstanding and new.  She also suggested 
that the residents should be surveyed for their opinion. 
 
Cllr Schonken added that a decision needs to be taken in order that a profit can be 
made from the bar but Ms Thomas reminded the Council that committee members do 
contribute other work, often ‘in kind’, to support the VH, so it’s not a simple matter. 
 
Cllr O’Regan said the VH needed a list of the sort of people the Events Committee 
requires and added that the web-site needs updating. She also repeated the point 
that volunteers from the meeting should really be contacted so as to keep the 
momentum going.   
 
Cllr Roberts concluded that she attended the meeting on 8th February and felt that the 
PC received a lot of criticism for not financially supporting the VH.  She reminded that 
the PC also give freely of their time too and are fully supportive of the Village Hall.  
Cllr Roberts thanked Ms Thomas for her attendance at the meeting. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Cllr 
Roberts 

7. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Councillor Stone was unable to attend the meeting but sent his apologies and a 
report by e-mail: 
 
“Making Cambridgeshire Count 
Making Cambridgeshire Count is a joint venture of local authorities in Cambridgeshire 
combined with other organisations such as Cambridgeshire Constabulary, 
Cambridgeshire NHS, the Fire Service and Cambridgeshire Horizons.  It meets in 
private and is engaged on eight projects which overlap the boundaries of any 
particular organisation. 
 
The projects and their lead officers are: 
· Public Service Redesign – Mark Lloyd (Chief Executive of Cambridgeshire   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 

 

 County Council, Tim Pilsbury (Chief Executive Fenland District Council) 
· Inequalities Charter – Alex Plant (Chief Executive of Cambridgeshire 
 Horizons) & Antoinette Jackson (Chief Executive Cambridge City Council) 
· Sharing Services – Julie Spence (Chief Constable of Cambridgeshire) & 
 Mark Lloyd 
· Making Assets Count – Graham Stagg (Chief Fire Officer of Cambridgeshire 
 Fire and Rescue Service) & Alex Plant 
· Community co-production – Paul Zollinger-Read (Chief Executive of NHS 
 Cambridgeshire) 
· Domestic Violence – Julie Spence 
· Gypsies and Travellers – Tim Pilsbury 
· Places Pilot – Antoinette Jackson  
 
There is very little information available about Making Cambridgeshire Count or its 
projects.  But there is a website for staff: 
http://staff.makingcambridgeshirecount.co.uk/ 
 
I understand that within the next little while there will be a raft of public consultation. 
 
The Local Transport Plan 
Cambridgeshire is adopting a Local Transport Plan.  Every household in 
Cambridgeshire should receive a leaflet so that everyone can participate in a 
consultation.  The consultation runs from 11th January to 9th April. There are still two 
opportunities to go and see what is proposed and talk to staff involved.  They are: 
 
9th March at Sawston Village College from 4 to 8 pm. 
17th March at Lion Yard, Cambridge from 9 am to 8 pm 
 
You can find more details at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/ltp  
 
Potholes 
I’ve just come back from Switzerland, where it gets quite cold, snowy and icy.  Much 
debate about the extent to which roads should be snowploughed and salted.  But 
none about potholes.  In the full fortnight I was there we saw just two potholes - both 
in the same village.  Proper road maintenance means potholes don’t happen. 
 
Meanwhile back in Cambridgeshire the County is complaining that the government 
has diverted salt and County Highways is therefore unable to salt all the roads 
targeted. This despite having arranged stocks 50% higher than last year. 
 
Drivers still seem to think that the County should keep the roads in summer condition 
all year round and that they don’t have to pay special attention to bad weather.  You 
have to wonder if their complaints about County Highways wouldn’t sound a bit more 
realistic if they bothered to fit their cars with winter tyres.  The Swiss have to. 
 
The Clerk to circulate the report sent by Cllr Stone to all Councillors.  Cllr Roberts 
also asked the Clerk to contact him about the state of the roads, especially the bridge 
on Mill Road, towards Melbourn, which is particularly bad. 
 
Cllr O’Regan suggested a web-site for reporting pot-holes which is 
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www.fixmystreet.com. 
 

8. PLANNING COMMITTEE: 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY’S CHURCH, ON 

9TH FEBRUARY 2010 AT 7.30PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr A Eades, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr, E O’Regan, 
Cllr D Woods and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr M Bates. 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before 
South Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh.  
Both Cllr Roberts and Cllr Woods declared a personal and prejudicial interest for item 
4 on the agenda and left the room. 

2. S/0032/10/F 
Erection of a garden shed, Enclosure for an External Boiler and Siting of a New Oil 
Tank 
9 Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7SA 
Dr James Hobro 

The Council recommended approval for this application because the items in question 
are out of the way, down the garden and will not affect neighbouring properties. 

3. S/1883/09/LB 
Alter floor and excavate cellar under reception hall 
9 Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7SA 
Dr James Hobro 

The Council have no objections to the application as it seems to be in keeping with a 
property of this age, as it might be expected to have a cellar. 

4. S0031/10/F 
Relocation of access 
Deans Farm, Shepreth Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
Mr T Deans 

 (Both Cllr Roberts and Cllr Woods declared a personal and prejudicial interest for item 
 4 on the agenda and left the room and Cllr Flynn took over as Deputy Chair.) 

 The Council approve the application on the understanding that Highways would 
 assess the issue of visibility. 

5. Other Matters and Updates 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7:50pm 
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A further planning meeting would need to be held prior to 16th March (the date of the 
next PC Meeting) and a date of Tuesday 2nd March 2010 at St Mary’s was suggested 
and agreed.  (If possible, the meeting with Cllr Roberts’ colleague from SCDC should 
be arranged for this date). 

The meeting was then opened to members of the public and press. 

 
 
Clerk & 
Cllr 
Roberts 

9. BURIAL BOARD: 
a) Proposed schedule of new charges: 

The notes of the Burial Board meeting are below (the proposed fee increases have 
been attached as an appendix to these minutes.) 

Burial Board Meeting Notes - 19th January 2010 

Present:  Cllr Woods (Chair), Cllr Roberts and Mrs Wright (Clerk) 

It was suggested that fees should increase, especially for people from outside of the 
village, especially as maintenance costs are increasing eg grasscutting, emptying of 
bin, new hedge work and the cost of new land etc. 

It was suggested that instead of age 12 being a benchmark, it should be age 18. 

The costs for non-residents of Fowlmere should by multiplied by 6 and it should be 
stated that a resident needed to have resided in Fowlmere with the year prior to 
death. 

The fee increases should be put to the Councillors at the next meeting (16th February 
2010). 

Cllr Woods to chase Les Thurley about the renovation of the Bier. 

The meeting closed at 7:20 

******************************************************************* 

Cllr Woods reported that the Bier should be completed soon 
 
Cllr Woods read out the proposed changes to the charges, pointing out that 
Fowlmere residents haven’t been penalised (the rates haven’t increased for 4 years) 
and they are still very reasonable compared to other parishes.  The PC pays for the 
maintenance of the cemetery and it is very well maintained and the PC never asks for 
any additional money from the parish so these increases are necessary to keeping a 
good standard of maintenance at the cemetery. 
 
It was agreed that a note about natural burials not being allowed should be added to 
the document.  Clerk to add to the list of charges. 
 
All agreed that the charges would go ahead, with a start date of 1st March 2010.  
Clerk to inform all local undertakers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 
 

10. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES:  
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a) Update on the Moat:   
The survey has now taken place but Bruce Hatton needs to make a return trip 
to the Moat which has caused a delay in the receipt of the actual report. 

 
It was reported that a resident in Chapel Lane has again complained about the 
overgrown trees alongside the ditch, running behind the houses on the LHS of 
Dovehouse Close.  Cllr Eades to assess and report back to the Clerk.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Eades 

11. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES: 
Chris Wall has quoted £258.84 for the additional hedge at cemetery around the new 
gate and all Councillors agreed to commission the work.  The Clerk to confirm and 
say yes to Chris Wall. 

 
 
Clerk 

12. CORRESPONDENCE: 
Cllr Schonken offered that his details can be passed on to the Hauxton Clerk re the 
Fowlmere web-site, (Clerk to pass on.) 
 
Re location of dog waste bin in Long Lane.  The Clerk to mail-shot the local residents 
to check if there are any objections to the planned location (and put on notice board.) 
 
Clerk to confirm to Juliette Webb that the date of the school summer fayre is fine. 
 
Following discussion and agreement, the Clerk to write to the Post Office saying that 
the PC would like them to seriously consider keeping the post box where it is, outside 
of the village shop as it is conveniently located and keeps the post boxes in the 
village evenly spaced. 
 
There is another PC cabinet meeting at SCDC on 23rd March at 7:30 – if any 
councillors are interested in attending they should let the Clerk know. 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
All 
Councillors 

13. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The list was updated and the Clerk to ask Cllr Kohler for an update on the bus shelter 
project. 
 

 
Clerk 

14. OTHER MATTERS: 
a) The date of the next meeting is 7:30pm on Tuesday 16th March 2010 at the 

URC Chapel, Chapel Lane with hopefully an extra meeting (and planning) to 
be held on Tuesday 2nd March. 

 
The meeting closed at 8.50pm 
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Fowlmere Parish Council 
Fowlmere Burial Ground 

 

TABLE OF FEES, PAYMENTS AND SUMS fixed and settled under section 34 of the Burial Act 
1852 by the PARISH COUNCIL OF FOWLMERE acting as the BURIAL AUTHORITY for the 
PARISH OF FOWLMERE. 

The fees, payments and sums set out below apply where the person to be interred or in respect 
of whom the Right is granted is an inhabitant or parishioner of the Parish of Fowlmere (or who 
resided in the village up to a year prior to death.) 

Or, in the case of a still-born child, where one of the parents is, or at the time of interment was, 
such a parishioner.  

PART I – INTERMENTS 
The fees indicated for the various heads of items listed below DO NOT include the digging of 
the grave. 

For any interment:- 

  Fowlmere 
Resident 

Non 
Fowlmere 
Resident 

(a) of the body of a still-born child, or of a child whose age at the time of 
death did not exceed one month 

£12.00 £72.00 

(b) of the body of a child whose age at the time of death exceeded one 
month but did not exceed 18 years 

£24.00 £144.00 

(c) of the body of a person whose age at the time of death exceeded 18 
years 

£35.00 £210.00 

(d) of cremated remains in a grave in respect of which an Exclusive Right 
of Burial has been granted: 

        Half Plot:- 

        Full Plot:- 

 

 
£25.00 

£50.00 

 

 
£150.00 

£300.00 
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(e) for the use of the bier £5.00 £30.00 
 

PART II – EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS OF BURIAL IN EARTHEN GRAVES 
  

Fowlmere 
Resident 

Non 
Fowlmere 
Resident 

 

(a) 

 

for the Exclusive Right of Burial in perpetuity in an earthen grave 6 feet 
6 inches by 3 feet 6 inches 

 

 

£70.00 

 

£420.00 

(b) for the Exclusive Right of Burial of cremated remains in an earthen 
grave 3 feet by 3 feet and a child under 7 years 
 

£35.00 £210.00 

PART III – VASES AND HEADSTONES 
  

Fowlmere 
Resident 

Non 
Fowlmere 
Resident 

(a) a headstone not exceeding 3 feet in height 

 

£30.00 £180.00 

(b) a headstone exceeding 4 feet in height 

 

£60.00 £360.00 

(c) a vase not exceeding 18 inches in height 

 

£10.00 £60.00 

(d) memorial stone not exceeding 1 foot 6 inches in length, 2 feet width 
and 5 inches height 

£30.00 £180.00 

 
NO KERBS OR FOOTSTONE ALLOWED – NO PLANTING OF ANY DESCRIPTION 
ALLOWED ON THE GRAVES WHICH MUST BE LEFT GRASSED FOR MAINTENANCE 
PURPOSES.  PLEASE ALSO NOTE THAT ‘NATURAL’ BURIALS ARE NOT ALLOWED IN 
FOWLMERE CEMETERY (IE COFFINS MADE FROM WICKER, CARDBOARD, BAMBOO 
OR COTTON ETC). 
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Fowlmere 
Resident 

Non 
Fowlmere 
Resident 

 

(a) 

 

The fees indicated for the various heads of this part include the first 
inscription. For each inscription after the first a fee of  

 

 

£20.00   

 

 

 

£120.00 

 

 

 

 

………………………………….. 

 

CLERK TO THE COUNCIL 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 16TH MARCH 2010 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr M Bates, Cllr P Cook, Cllr A Eades, Cllr P Flynn,   
  Cllr E O’Regan, Cllr Schonken, Cllr D Woods, Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr Tim Stone, Mrs M Thornton, Mr and Mrs Jelley, Mrs Y Wooldridge, Mr 
   S Lester 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr Kohler. 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 16TH FEBRUARY 2010: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING: 
All matters are covered in the agenda 

 

5. VILLAGE HALL: 
Cllr Bates and Cllr Flynn attended the last VH meeting (3rd March) and the minutes 
have been circulated.  Cllr Roberts had concerns, namely that there is no mention of 
a priority list of jobs to be done and also that the VH don’t appear to have applied to 
SCDC for available funding (the money is available in May) and it’s imperative that if 
they have projects in mind they need to apply.  Cllr Bates reported that Mrs 
Goodfellow has spoken to SCDC but we are not aware of the outcome. 
 
The comments from Cambridgeshire ACRE have not shown the PC in a favourable 
light - the Parish Council has supported the VH for years in different ways including 
paying for the original Public Works Loan. 
 
Cllr Bates said they need to be very clear what exactly they are asking money for, ie 
green issues, new boiler.  We need clear thinking and decision making on what they 
need the money for and they need to move swiftly.  They seem to be concentrating 
on the £8000 revenue funding but it’s the bigger picture that will need funding. 
 
Cllr Schonken kindly sent a pro-forma business plan, which should be useful. 
 
Cllr Woods has said no one has come back to her re caravan clubs, despite her 
offering to mail-shot local caravan clubs.   
 
Regarding the security cameras – the Clerk had a request from the VH to now 
purchase the digital video recorder as the committee were confident that the VH 
would stay open.  Cllr Roberts suggested this is taken to the next Finance Committee 
Meeting for further discussion and the Clerk to put in a holding e-mail in the short 
term. 
 
It was agreed that it would be sensible to source the deeds, which are probably 
archived with the solicitor – Clerk to ask them to source (Hewittsons in Newmarket 
Road, Cambridge).  This was prompted by a comment from Cllr Schonken saying that 
unfortunately we do need to be aware of the worse-case scenario of the VH closing.  
Cllr Flynn to provide a copy of the lease. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

Clerk 

 
Cllr Flynn 
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Cllr O’Regan also reported that the new VH website is now on-line. 
 

 

6. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Councillor Stone gave his report: 
 
“Household Recycling 
You may have seen that the Thriplow Household Recycling Centre (aka Tip) is now being 
refurbished. This will certainly make it a better place for the staff.  I’m still not entirely clear 
what will happen when the rear part of the site is opened up but the site should be less 
cramped as a result. 
 
Last week I went to the exhibition at Shelford Rugby Club which coincided with the last 
opportunity people have to comment on the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Minerals and 
Waste plan.  The most important local issue is where to put a Household Recycling Centre for 
the south-west corner of Cambridge.  It seems pretty clear that the residents of The Shelfords 
are mostly in favour of the proposed site of the Addenbrooke’s relief road.  Some residents of 
Trumpington object because the building would create further incursion into the Green Belt.  
Personally I believe that if the artist’s impressions of the new building are anything to go by 
then there is nothing to worry about. 
 
Because the Trumpington site will be state of the art on two levels, it could be attractive to 
some residents of Fowlmere who are less than comfortable at having to climb stairs to get 
their waste into skips. 
 
Transport Innovation Fund 
The opportunity to get £500million to improve access to Cambridge, reduce congestion and 
pollution has been lost.  The County is putting a brave face on this, saying that the lessons 
learned will put us in pole position for a bid for the newly announced Urban Challenge Fund. 
 
The work carried out for the original Cambridgeshire bid for the Transport Innovation Fund 
brought together the views of the public and businesses through the independent Cambridge 
Transport Commission. This highlighted the need for an extensive package of transport 
improvements. 

The stumbling block was the proposed congestion charge, which caused great resentment.  
The County wasted millions in trying to appease objectors in launching its bid, though South 
Cambridgeshire District Council voted against. 

As Stagecoach have clearly said, without getting cars off the road, increasing the number of 
buses will just add to congestion.  So it will be interesting to see where how the Urban 
Challenge Fund bid will go – assuming that the next government doesn’t scrap it. 
 
Guided Busway 
I am a member of the Guided Busway Delivery Group.  Its meetings are held in private and in 
conditions of great confidentiality.  Then the next day most of the stuff appears in the 
Cambridge News.  Quite a bit has been published as a result of questions in Full Council and 
as part of the budget papers. 

We have no idea when either part of the busway will be opened. That will depend entirely on 
the project being delivered in a state which the Council can accept.  The contract is written in 
such a way that the County has to pay the contractor for costs incurred.  Once the project is 
delivered the contractor has to repay all those bits of the overrun which cannot be laid at the 
door of the Council. Meanwhile the County is already borrowing over £40million which it hadn’t 
expected to borrow and has budgeted £1million a year for the next five years to add to the 
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project.  That £5million would normally have been allocated to other transport projects. 

Because the £5 million comes direct from Westminster, the County has claimed that the 
Council Taxpayer will not have to pay a penny.  I have protested that this sort of sleight of 
hand is what gets politicians a bad name. 

Potholes 
Potholes have become a scandal.  While the County continues to talk about exceptional 
winters and difficult conditions, the fact is that a properly maintained road network doesn’t 
permit potholes to occur.  As I have said before, just have a look next time you’re in 
Switzerland. 

The County has said that it has allocated £3 million more for road maintenance.  But you only 
find in the small print that that’s over three years.  The Liberal Democrat alternative budget 
proposed spending an extra £5 million above the Conservative figure this year and £7 million 
next year, which would at least have made an appreciable difference. 

Meanwhile County Highways are aware of some 700 potholes within the area covered by 
Whittlesford depot. Some 40 are being reported daily but many of them have already been 
reported by other people. Cambridgeshire Highways are working on the most heavily used 
roads first.  Shepreth Road should be dealt with next week but Fowlmere Road is not 
classified as a heavily used road and there is currently no timetable for fixing it. It is 
nevertheless very much on Mike Cooper’s radar. 

Accident waiting to happen 
The Spring edition of South Cambs Magazine contains a nugget to say that we suffer 
significantly more road injuries locally than the national average: 98 per 100,000 population 
compared with the national average of 54 per 100,000. 
Unless you think that our drivers behave much worse than drivers in other parts of the country 
then you might believe that these figures might have something to do with the state of our 
roads.  

The number of times I have heard about accidents waiting to happen only to be answered by 
County Highways that there are much more deserving accident spots and too little money. 

Which brings me on to: South Cambs Magazine assures us that “a questionnaire was 
delivered to all households in the middle of January” about the Local Transport Plan. The 
Local Transport Plan gives you an opportunity to comment on future transport spending. 

I’ve asked ten local parish councils if the questionnaire has been seen in their villages. It 
hasn’t. So why not?  The questionnaire allows you to prioritise roads by putting a 1 against 
Improve roads for cars in the Transport Improvements section. Quite why the County thinks 
that only cars use roads is beyond me. Cyclists, van and lorry drivers and buses use exactly 
the same roads and all are fed up with the number of cracks and potholes. 

Even without the paper questionnaire you can comment on line at 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/ltp 

Cereals 2010 
County Highways have been working with the Cereals organisers to try to avoid the problems 
that arose last year. Part of the problem was 2 accidents that occurred nearby, but with the 
large volumes of traffic descending on an area with limited space, the organisers have put 
together a plan which means that visitors will be parking at 3 'park and ride' sites away from 
the actual site of the event. The traffic management being put in place is mainly for the buses 
that will be coming to and from the site.  

http://timstone.mycouncillor.org.uk/2010/03/07/accident-waiting-to-happen/
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/ltp
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The park and ride sites are situated at Bassingbourn Barracks, an industrial area in 
Whittlesford and a site just over the border in Essex. There will be no parking on site except 
for those working at the event and all signage will lead visitors to the park and ride sites. The 
actual venue for the event is not being publicised, so that visitors will not attempt to park there 
and will go to the park and ride sites. I feel the organisers have come up with a good plan for 
the event this year, which should limit the problems Fowlmere experience. 
  
These plans have been discussed with Clive Holgate of Cambridgeshire Constabulary and he 
is both happy with the Traffic Management Plan. 
 
Roadside Litter 
I believe that the District Council has at last cleared up some of the roadside litter along the 
A505.  I have been in contact with them about the poor impression it gives to visitors to 
Cambridgeshire.  The blackspot has been the layby opposite the Seearo site.” 

 
******************* 

 
Cllr Roberts is still concerned that Fowlmere does not become a ‘through route’ for 
the Cereals 2010 event so please can Cllr Stone keep us updated on any 
developments.  Also regarding pot-holes, several Cllr’s have been contacting SCDC 
about the Fowlmere / Melbourn pot-hole at Mill Road, which hasn’t been done yet.  
Cllr Roberts had written and reported it and the complaint had been acknowledged.  
Cllr Stone acknowledged that there can be liability against the County Council if there 
are accidents resulting from the reported holes not been then mended. 

 
Cllr Bates reported several other pot-holes - a deepening hole along Butts Lane / 
Westfield Road and several along Butts Lane outside of the school, also Thriplow 
Road as it joins the village, also to Foxton from Newton junction.    
 

7. PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
a) MINUTES OF PREVIOUS PLANNING MEETING DATED 2ND MARCH 2010 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY’S CHURCH, ON 

2ND MARCH 2010 AT 7.15PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr M Bates, Cllr P Cook, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr, E 
O’Regan, Cllr D Woods and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr A Eades and Cllr W Kohler. 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before 
South Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh.  

2. S/1627/09/F – For information only.  Permission Granted 

 Two Portakabins 
 Ion Science Ltd, The Way 
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 Ion Science 

3. S/0156/10/LB 
Insert 2 new sash windows, 2nd floor south elevation 
9 Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7SA 
Dr James Hobro 

 The Parish Council recommended approval as the windows are in keeping with the 
 building and do not impede on any neighbouring properties.  The Council are pleased 
 to see the continuing upgrade of an important local building. 

4. S/0210/10/F 
Extensions 
St Marys Prospect, Rectory Lane, Fowlmere, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7TL 
Mr & Mrs Chris and Jennifer Neild 

The Parish Council recommend approval and, although the size of the house is 
doubling, the plot is adequate to take that size of extension and is in keeping with the 
area. 

5. Other Matters and Updates 
An update on affordable housing (Circle Anglia) was requested by Cllr Bates for the 
next meeting.  Clerk to put it as an agenda item. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7:30pm 

*************************** 

The Clerk updated that PC that the application for item 3 (above) had since 
been withdrawn. 

b) UPDATE ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING SCHEME  
Cllr Roberts updated the Parish Council to say that Circle Anglia appear to have 
come to an agreement with the owners of the land and should be preparing Heads of 
Terms soon, so it appears to be moving quite well now.  Cllr Roberts asked whether 
we should notify the neighbours yet of any developments – it was agreed to notify the 
near neighbours when a planning application is submitted. 

The meeting was then opened to members of the public and press. 

Mr Lester asked regarding the affordable housing scheme - will there be 
improvements to the footway / lighting?  Cllr Eades reported they should be included 
in the scheme and will be further discussed.  Cllr Roberts added that villagers will get 
priority for the houses within the development (probably rented only).  It’s only an 
outline plan at the moment. 

Cllr Bates reported that on 4th December we signed the agreement for payment for 
the tree survey and only received the paperwork this week.  Payment to be made by 
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the end of March.  Looking to achieve some funding but it is a long process. 

8. BURIAL BOARD: 
The Clerk reported on a burial on 25th March (Aida Willers) and an application for a 
memorial stone for Derek Burgess.  Cllr Woods reported that costs are increasing for 
the cemetery and found someone refilling an industrial-sized water carrier from the 
cemetery tap.  She asked all Cllr’s to be vigilant regarding misuse of the facilities. 
 

 
 

9. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
a) Update on the Moat:   

Cllr Roberts reported that the PC is now in the position of having received the 
written document.  The PC need to go on site with the results of the survey in 
order to visualise the work that needs to be done.  Then the PC will need to 
have a ‘one item’ meeting to discuss what’s needed on site and by then Cllr 
Bates should have an idea of any available funding.  The author has to give 
permission for the report to be seen by other people.  (Clerk to check the 
clause about permission for it to be shared with residents).  When the PC 
have been on site and had a meeting, then it can go out further. 

 
A time of 4pm on Saturday 27th March was agreed for meeting on site at the 
Moat.  Mrs Thornton mentioned that some labels on the trees are only visible 
from the gardens, so you may need to look carefully. 
 
A meeting was than planned for Wednesday 31st March – hopefully at the 
Chapel at 7:30 for the discussion of the Moat trees – this is an open meeting.  
Clerk to book venue 
 
If trees, bordering gardens aren’t classified as dangerous but have had some 
aesthetic work recommended in report to improve the outlook for the 
residents, the PC agreed that they will strongly consider giving written 
permission to go ahead with the work, at the resident’s own cost, in 
accordance with the report.  Cllr Roberts will need to check with SCDC about 
the legal permission and when can the work be done (nesting season?) 
  
Trees in Chapel Lane, along entrance to Dove House Close garages – Cllr 
Eades has viewed the trees and they don’t seem to be encroaching on the 
residents property, so no action will be taken for now but the PC will keep a 
watching brief.  Clerk to report back to resident. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Roberts 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 

10. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES: 
Cllr Woods reported that she had been successful in applying for a grant of £700 
from SCDC for play equipment (Fenland Leisure).  Cllr Roberts congratulated Cllr 
Woods on her efforts. 

Clerk to find out the exact date of the play inspection in order for Cllr Flynn to attend 
(and Cllr Flynn gave permission for her contact details to be passed on.) 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

11. CORRESPONDENCE: 
Re letter from Andrew Lansley MP regarding the Post Office.  Clerk to replay saying 
the PC has been working closely with the PO and suggested a number of likely 
places and one of them has been chosen and the PC fully supports this.  The PC are 
grateful that the Post Office took a positive attitude to reinstating the postal service in 
Fowlmere. 
 
Clerk to reply to Juliette Webb to say that the booking is fine for the school BarBQ on 
16th July 2010 on the Butts. 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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Clerk to send e-mail re Sportsmatch to VH Committee – Keith Goodwin. 
 

Clerk 
 

12. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
Cllr Roberts to speak again to SCDC re 1 Ryecroft Lane. 
 
The Bus shelter is on hold until correct contracts have been received. 
 
Cllr’s to provide an update for the profile on the web-site 
 
Ask Cllr Stone re grit bins liability at April meeting 

 
Cllr 
Roberts 
 
 
All 
 
Clerk 
 

13. OTHER MATTERS: 
a) Cllr Flynn suggested that Highways need to put a sign at the High Street end of 

Rectory Lane saying ‘no large vehicles’ as they are knocking into the wall as they 
turn in.  Clerk to ask Cllr Stone   

b) Cllr Bates asked that as there have been staff reductions at SCDC, will there be 
any major effects on overall budget / service?  Cllr Roberts said that it was a great 
shame that the community development department was massively reduced now. 

c) The date of the next full PC meeting is 7:30pm on Tuesday 20th April 2010 at the 
URC Chapel, Chapel Lane, preceded by the Finance Meeting on the same date, 
at the same venue at 7:00pm. 
 
The meeting closed at 8:55pm 

 
 
Clerk 
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MINUTES OF THE EXTRA MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 31ST MARCH 2010 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr M Bates, Cllr A Eades, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E   
  O’Regan, Cllr Schonken, Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr & Mrs Price, Mrs Wooldridge, Mr Lester, Mrs Jelley, Mrs Thornton  

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr Kohler 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared 

Cllr Roberts ask the PC if they were in agreement to open the meeting to the 
members of the public as this was not stated in the agenda.  All agreed. 

 

3. UPDATE ON THE ROUND MOAT: 
(The Clerk to e-mail a copy of the report to Mr and Mrs Price) 

Cllr Roberts reported on the productive walk-round that the Councillors did on the 
previous Saturday in the Round Moat.  There is a lot of work to be done and this will 
need to be rolled out as a carefully planned programme of work over the coming 
years.  There is only one tree at present which is deemed dangerous (tree number 
21) and that will need to be removed as a matter of emergency.  All Councillors 
agreed that the Clerk should source three quotes for the removal from firms able to 
deal with larger trees. 

Cllr Roberts also reported that the tree officer at SCDC is currently on leave and it is 
only from speaking to her that the PC will be confident of progressing with any work.  
This is because details regarding the nesting season will be known and also SCDC 
will be able to advise if they’re happy with the planned work or if planning applications 
need to be submitted regarding any Tree Preservation Orders (although this was not 
thought likely, as EH are probably more likely to be involved than SCDC.)  Cllr 
Roberts to chase up the information on the tree officers return from leave 

Another line of trees which will also need work undertaken is the group labelled G20 
and it should be possible to ask Gardencare (Chris Wall) to quote for this work as the 
trees are smaller.  Cllr O’Regan has offered to meet with Chris to show him the exact 
trees (Clerk to pass on his details.) 

Cllr Bates advised the Councillors of the current situation with English Heritage in that 
the funding should be paid imminently.  Cllr Bates is going to seek professional 
advice on filling out the forms regarding the Higher Level Stewardship Agreement, as 
advised by EH and once he receives costs, he will bring them to the next PC meeting 
for decision. 

Cllr Schonken said that once an idea of external funding had been achieved, a 
proportion of the precept needed to be added to that each year in order to plan the 
work.  Mr Lester said that most residents would probably be happy to see a small 
increase in the contribution from their Council Tax in order to maintain the moat, an 
important local landmark. 

Cllr Roberts spoke to the residents about the trees along their boundaries and said 
that whilst there is one tree that the PC is obliged to remove as a matter of urgency, 

 
Clerk 

 

 

 
Clerk 

 

 

 

Cllr 
Roberts 

Cllr 
O’Regan / 
Clerk 

 

 

Cllr Bates 
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there are no others which pose a danger.  Many trees have work suggested and 
because of the restrictions on what the PC can realistically spend on non-essential 
tree work, they would be unable to intervene.  The PC therefore propose that the 
work can be carried out by the individual households, at their own costs, with the 
following conditions: 

Once the PC have heard back details from SCDC regarding nesting times and TPO’s 
the Clerk will write to each residence individually, stating the details from the report 
about the work that can be undertaken, and only that work.  The residents would 
need to reply back in writing to say they agree to the work recommended and would 
hire a competent tree surgeon with the correct insurance to undertake the work. 

Mrs Thornton asked if the smaller trees that have been identified as dead could be 
removed and the PC agreed that that would be acceptable. 

Mr Lester kindly offered his services to help with ivy removal but this would need to 
be quoted for by Gardencare initially. 

The Clerk then explained the situation for voluntary work within the moat – small hand 
tools from individuals are fine to be used and there is an age range of 18-65 for work 
to be undertaken, in order to be covered by public liability insurance. 

Mr Lester also had a question regarding household insurance and it was generally 
agreed that it was thought to be an individual’s insurance which would be claimed 
against in the event of tree damage etc, as long as the PC was responsible in doing 
all the required work to that particular tree. 

Mr Price asked if removed trees were to be replaced and it was thought that 
repopulating the Moat area might not be the best place but there are other settings 
within the village which could benefit from extra planting if necessary. 

The Clerk will pass on details to residents in their letter of possible tree surgeons and 
Cllr Roberts suggested they speak to the contractors about sharing the work or 
asking them if they wish for the wood, as they may achieve a cheaper quotation. 

Cllr Roberts asked if the residents were happy with this solution and it was felt to be a 
good compromise.  Mrs Wooldridge commented that she could understand the 
financial constraints of the PC as this would set a precedent for other requests for 
non-essential tree work otherwise. 

Mrs Thornton added that it would be good to see the moat area properly and 
regularly maintained and Cllr Bates agreed that this was now the situation the PC 
was moving towards. 

A question was asked about how long the paint would last on the trees, which shows 
the markings – the Clerk to check with the author of the report, Bruce Hatton. 

 

 

Clerk 

 

Residents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

4. OTHER MATTERS (FOR INFORMATION ONLY): 
Cllr Roberts mentioned that the situation of the trees being removed without 
permission on the verges by the house, Burnaby, on the Thriplow / Cambridge Road 
junction will be an agenda item on the next PC Meeting (20th April 2010) 

The meeting closed at 8:10pm 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 20TH APRIL 2010 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr M Bates, Cllr A Eades, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E   
  O’Regan, Cllr Schonken, Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr Tim Stone,  

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr W Kohler 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 16TH MARCH 2010 and 31st 
MARCH 2010: 
Both sets of minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING: 
All matters are to be covered in the agenda. 

 

5. COUNCILLOR RESIGNATIONS: 
Following the resignation of Cllr Woods and Cllr Cook, it was agreed that the Clerk 
should send a letter of thanks to both. 
 
This leaves 2 vacancies, Clerk to draft a piece re recruitment to forward to Cllr 
Schonken for the web-site, and to the FATN and VH Newsletter (Cllr Bates). 
 
Cllr Roberts reported that Cllr O’Regan had volunteered to be the new Chair of 
Finance and Cllr Schonken had volunteered to be the Vice-Chair. 
 
Dorothy Woods was also the rep for the Poor Allotments Charity and Seniorlink and 
both positions need to be undertaken by PC representatives.  Cllr Flynn volunteered 
to take on the Seniorlink role and Cllr Eades offered to take on the allotment charity 
role – all other Councillors agreed.  Clerk to contact Dorothy Woods to advise her of 
the situation and arrange for any paperwork to be handed over and also to contact 
both organisations advising them of the change of personnel.  
 
A new Burial Board Chair would also need to be sought in due course. 
 

 

Clerk 

Clerk 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

6. VILLAGE HALL: 
The VH have been requesting the go-ahead on purchasing a new digital video 
recorder for the Village Hall.  Following discussion, it was agreed that there was no 
point upgrading the recorder when the quality of the actual cameras isn’t good 
enough to support the new system.  Therefore, the Clerk to advise the VH committee 
that there are unfortunately not the funds available for that in the current precept as it 
has had to be used for other, more urgent matters but they would need to advise the 
Parish Council if they achieve separate funding for the actual cameras, and upgrade 
the system, in which case the recorder will go into the precept for the coming year.  
The Clerk to also speak to A2Z security and put them on long-term hold. 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 
Clerk 

7. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Councillor Stone gave his report: 
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“Heydon Grange Windfarm 
An action group is being set up to oppose a possible windfarm at Heydon Grange.   
Its inaugural meeting is taking place at Great Chishill Village Hall next Tuesday 27th 
April at 7.30pm.  All are welcome. 

Rectory Lane wall 

County highways say that they can only erect signs which appear in their book of rules.  They 

have no wording which would fit the bill so they are not able to offer help and advice. 

Flint Cross 

At yesterday’s meeting of the Area Joint Committee we were told that construction of the 

road safety improvements at Flint Cross will start in May and be over at the end of Summer. 

Potholes 

You may have noticed that with improving weather there has been more robust pothole 

filling.  I have again stressed the state of Mill Road/Fowlmere Road, as has the County 

Councillor for Melbourn.  It is now proposed to put a weight limit on the road.  It might help a 

bit as long as farmers still have access for machinery.” 

Cllr Bates reported on the poor state of the local roads, incl Westfield Road and also 
near the pump shed, near the car park to the Queen’s Head car-park.  The Clerk also 
reported that Mr Elcock, Headmaster of Fowlmere School asked for the issue of 
potholes in the school road to be raised.  Cllr Stone to bring the school road to the 
attention of Highways. 
 
Cllr Bates also mentioned that the main road through Newton was also in a very bad 
state of repair. 
 
Regarding the Rectory Lane signage – it was agreed that ‘Unsuitable for large 
vehicles’ would be a good compromise.  Cllr Stone to report back. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr Stone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Stone 

8. PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
a) SCOPING STUDY FOR HEYDON GRANGE WIND FARM 
Cllr Roberts introduced the proposed scheme.  Cllr Schonken wanted to hear both 
sides of the argument and see how it would affect Fowlmere, for example would it be 
visible from the village?  It was agreed that Cllr’s seek to attend meetings or receive 
information  in order to get a full picture of the proposal, both negative and positive. 

 
 

9. BURIAL BOARD: 
There has been some income for the Burial Board and a few enquiries but generally 
very quiet.  Cllr Schonlen requested information on the Clerk on the function of the 
Burial Board for the web-site. 
 

 
 
Clerk 

10. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
a) UPDATE ON THE MOAT:   

Cllr Roberts reported that she had met up with Roz Richardson at the moat 
and the whole area is under a Tree Preservation Order but she has said she’s 
happy with what we’re trying to achieve and for the ones listed to be taken out.  
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She suggested not removing the tree with the wire – just to cut the wires.  
Dead elm trees will continue to stand well, good root systems 
 

The Clerk to write to Ms Richardson with the PC’s intentions to progress the 
tree work and that we are looking for stewardship financing.  Any trees which 
are dangerous will be taken down immediately but the others we will stipulate 
need to be removed in the autumn after the nesting season.  On reply from Ms 
Richardson, the Clerk to write to the local residents formally but send a holding 
e-mail in the short term. 
 
Cllr Roberts said that SCDC may remove the TPO from the area once the work 
is completed as they know the PC will look after the area.   
 
Cllr Bates reported that he had submitted the application to register the land 
with the Rural Payments Agency.   
 
Work to be undertaken by Chris Wall on Ryecroft Lane / Moat to be discussed 
at the next finance meeting (Clerk to put on the agenda) 
 

b) CAMBRIDGE ROAD TREE REMOVAL 
Cllr Roberts reported on the removal of 2 trees on the Thriplow triangle by the 
residents of Burnaby.  The Clerk to write to the occupiers saying the PC was 
very disappointed with their decision to remove two healthy trees, which 
weren’t a danger and which formed an important visual aspect, at the 
entrance to the village.  Also indicate that we received two verbal complaints 
from within the village about the removal of the trees..  Clerk to also register a 
complaint to CCC Highways for their disregard of a situation which has led to 
several complaints from the villagers, and copy in Cllr Stone. 
 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

11. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES: 
Nothing further to discuss following the earlier meeting. 

 
 
 

12. CORRESPONDENCE: 
Clerk to seek community chest funding re Seniorlink 
 
Clerk to explore shared training options for Cllr’s with Harston 
 
Clerk to reply to the Prices re their situation with the trees in the Moat 
 
Clerk to ask Chris to plant a new tree on the Butts following the recovery of costs, 
when appropriate. 
 

 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 

13. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
Clerk to chase Hewittsons re VH deeds etc 
 
Clerk to speak to Kirstin at MVC re Bus Shelter project and explain the insurance 
shouldn’t be a barrier to the project being completed. 
 

 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 

14. OTHER MATTERS: 
Ron Ward provided daffodil bulbs for the village last year.  Clerk to send a card to 
say they are now flowering and are appreciated by the village. 
 
Clerk to also send another card to John Stanford in Savile Road to say thank you 
for gritting the road for many years, as unfortunately he has advised Cllr Roberts 

 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
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he will not be able to do it next year due to ill health. 
 
Cllr Flynn advised the PC that she is now on the Board of Governors at Fowlmere 
School and hoped this wouldn’t be a conflict of interest and it was agreed that 
was not the case at all. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.45pm 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 18TH MAY 2010 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr M Bates, Cllr A Eades, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E   
  O’Regan, Cllr Schonken, Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: There were no attendees  

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
No apologies were received. 

 

2. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN:   
Cllr Flynn proposed Cllr Roberts remain as Chairman.  Cllr Eades seconded this 
motion and all agreed.  Cllr Roberts accepted the post. 

 

3. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN: 
Cllr Roberts proposed Cllr Eades as Vice-Chairman, Cllr Schonken seconded this 
motion and all agreed.  Cllr Eades accepted the post. 

 

4. ELECTION OF COMMITTEES / REPRESENTATIVES: 
Cllr Roberts asked for any changes to committees.  Cllr O’Regan to withdraw from 
Planning due to her new commitment as Finance Chair.  Cllr Flynn to step down from 
Vice-Chair of Planning.  Cllr O’Regan to join Burial Board.  

 

5. ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE SIGNING:  All documentation was signed, other than 
Vice-Chair of Planning at this stage. 

 

6. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared 

 

7. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 20th APRIL 2010: 
Item 10 - Cllr Bates said that he had only submitted the application to register the 
land, not the actual HLS agreement. 

The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

8. MATTERS ARISING: 
Following receipt of the Seniorlink paperwork from Dorothy Woods, the Clerk was 
requested to double check that there are no surplus units re seniorlink that need 
collecting.  We may need to purchase a spare one.   

Poor Allotment’s Charity.  Cllr Roberts read out the correspondence from Lisa Turner, 
the Churchwarden regarding the presence of a PC member on the charity and how 
this is not required.  Clerk to change Charity Commission person of contact to 
Dorothy Woods, not the Clerk. 

 

Clerk 

 

 

Clerk 

9. VILLAGE HALL:. 
The latest minutes have been circulated to all Councillors.  The VH committee are 
now aware of the current situation re the video cameras. 
 
Cllr Roberts said there is still a large deficit.  Cllr Bates reported that he had 
petitioned residents about future possible usage of the VH.  Responses were coming 
in slowly.  One response suggested all households contribute £10-£15 to the VH per 
year.  A lot of external people from the village use the VH so it’s unfair to ask 
residents to supply a venue for non-residents.  The scales of charge are being 
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reviewed and are suggested to be increased in line with other halls in the area – this 
is not yet agreed. 
 
Cllr Bates said the VH can apply for additional grants for example for a new boiler / 
heating upgrade and one scheme does supply some revenue funding.  There will be 
a lot of competition for this money and firm decisions need to taken regarding the 
exact usage of the funding.  The lack of a business plan seems to be key to the way 
forward and also applying for SCDC funding is crucial. 
 
The Cllrs were given copies of the lease (additional copies required for Cllr Eades 
and Cllr Bates) to read the detail for the next meeting – this should  be put on the 
Planning Agenda for the 1st June at 7:30pm at the Church.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

10. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Councillor Stone was unable to attend the meeting. 
 

 

11. PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
a) MINUTES FROM 20TH APRIL 2010 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, ON 20TH 

APRIL 2010 AT 8:30PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr M Bates, Cllr A Eades, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr, E 
O’Regan and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  There were apologies from Cllr Kohler 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before 
South Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh.   

2. S/0299/10/F 
Change of Use from Stables to Boarding Cattery 
Springfields, Fowlmere Road, Melbourn Parish of Fowlmere 
Mrs Maxine Blythe 

 The Parish Council recommend approval as the development is quite in keeping and 
 there is no intrusion visually or otherwise to any other properties 

3. S/0474/10F 
Extension following demolition of existing lean-to. 
Farmhouse Dottrell Hall Farm, Newmarket Road, Fowlmere, Cambs, SG8 7PD 
Mr & Mrs G Boulton 

 The Parish Council had no objections and support the application as it is a suitable 
 use of an area in the countryside.  The PC have never had any complaints, as the site 
 is already well used for the proposed purpose. 

4. S/0156/10/LB – For information only – APPLICATION WITHDRAWN 
Insert 2 new sash windows, 2nd floor south elevation 
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9 Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7SA 
Dr James Hobro 

 The Council noted the decision 

5. S/1789/09/F – For information only – PERMISSION GRANTED 
Variation of Condition 1 of Planning Permission to allow for continued use of the 
agreed scheduled power operated machines for the already permitted hours of use 
Welding Alloys Ltd, The Way, Fowlmere 
 
The Council noted the decision 

6. S/0031/10/F – For information only – PERMISSION REFUSED 
Relocation of Access 
Deans Farm, Shepreth Road 
Mr T Deans 
 
The Council noted the decision 

7. S/0032/10/F – For information only – PERMISSION GRANTED 
Erection of a garden shed, Enclosure for an External Boiler and Siting of a New Oil 
Tank 
9 Chapel Lane, Fowlmere 
Mr James Hobro 

 The Council noted the decision 

8. S/0002/10/LDC – For information only 
Certificate of Proposed Lawful Use or Development 
3 Aldous Court, Fowlmere 
 
The Council noted the decision 

9. Other Matters and Updates  
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.00pm 

The minutes were agreed as a true record. 

12. BURIAL BOARD: 
Two invoices have been raised – one for A Willers (headstone) and Brazier (purchase 
of a grave) – both have been paid. 
 
Damage to the cemetery fencing has been fixed and the situation was handled very 
well by Martin Sheldrick. 
 

 
 
 

13. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
Cllr Schonken left the room as he is a close neighbour of Mr and Mrs Sanders.   
 
The Clerk reported that residents who live next to the Church have got problems with 
overhanging trees from the Churchyard.  They have got a quote for the repair work 
and are seeking responsibility and finance from the PC for the work. 
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Cllr Roberts said the PC are responsible for the grass but not the trees in the 
Churchyard.  The Parochial Church Council are responsible for the care and 
maintenance of their churchyard, except for the grass-cutting.  The Clerk was asked 
to send a letter to the vicar (The Reverend Canon Linda Church), with a copy of the 
initial correspondence, asking for the PCC to take over the matter (keeping Mr and 
Mrs Sanders informed too.) 
 
Cllr Schonken returned to the meeting. 
 
The Clerk reported on one quote received so far for Tree 21 (£1500 plus VAT).  Await 
for further two quotes. 
 
Cllr O’Regan has removed the wire from the tree in the Moat area – thanks to her for 
her efforts. 
 

a) GARDEN AT TAKDIR RESTAURANT:  
There was fallen wood in the gateway in the garden.  It was agreed that the Clerk 
contact Environment Health as residents are concerned about the state of the 
garden, especially for those residents who overlook it. 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

14. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES: 
a) FINANCE MINUTES FROM 20TH APRIL AND 11TH MAY 2010 

Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Finance and General Purposes 
Committee held at the School Room, URC, Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, Tuesday 20th April 2010 

at 7:00 p.m. 

Present:     Cllr M Bates, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr O’Regan, Cllr N Schonken, Cllr D 
 Roberts and Mrs J Wright (Clerk). 

1. Apologies for Absence:  Cllr W Kohler 

2. Minutes of the previous meeting / Matters Arising 
The minutes of the previous meeting had already been ratified at the January 2010 Parish 
Council Meeting.  There were no matters arising, which would not be addressed in the 
agenda. 

3. Resignation of Finance Chairman and interim arrangements 
Cllr Roberts reported that Cllr Woods and Cllr Cook have now resigned from the Parish 
Council and therefore we need to seek a new Chair of Finance.  Cllr O’Regan volunteered for 
the position and Cllr Schonken offered to be Vice-Chair.  Cllr Roberts thanked them for 
volunteering.  The Clerk to copy all relevant material to Cllr O’Regan and also to seek the 
necessary paperwork from Mrs Woods for a handover. 

The Clerk to send a letters of thanks to both Mrs Cook and Mrs Woods for their support 

4. Clerks Salary and Review 
The Clerk was asked to leave the meeting at this point and there will be a separate record by 
the Chairman of this particular agenda item (below). 
 
“The clerk to the PC left the room and members of the public were barred whilst the PC 
had a brief discussion in regard to the latest information that has been received from 
the Cambridgeshire Association of Local Councils on the most up to date levels of 
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clerks salaries.  Dates would be arranged for the Finance Committee in which to 
formulate an offer to Mrs Wright.  The clerk was asked to return to the meeting and the 
public was also welcomed back”  
 
The outcome has resulted in a meeting between Cllr Roberts, Cllr O’Regan and Cllr Schonken 
on Tuesday 27th April at 7:00 at the Chapel, followed by a meeting with the Clerk, Cllr Roberts, 
Cllr O’Regan and Cllr Schonken prior to the village meeting at 7:00pm on Tuesday 4th May at 
the Church.  The next full Finance Meeting will be held on Tuesday 11th May at the Chapel – 
Clerk to book rooms. 

5. Review of Income and Expenditure 
The Clerk gave an update of the interim arrangements and the finances are in good shape but 
this will be covered in more detail in the next meeting on 11th May 2010 

6. Precept 
Again, this will be covered in more detail in the next meeting on 11th May 2010. 

7. Trees and Grass 
Grass-cutting has now started and the Clerk will keep an eye on the budget. 

8. Future Projects 
The cost of the proposed new swings needs to be investigated further as they are currently 
over budget (£6450 plus VAT and a budget of £4400), despite a £750 discount due to the 
grant achieved. 

9. Other matters 
There were no other matters for discussion 

10. Date of next meeting 
Full Finance Meeting on Tuesday 11th May 2010 at the Chapel. 
 
The meeting closed at 7:30pm 

Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Finance and General Purposes 
Committee held at the School Room, URC, Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, Tuesday 11th May 2010 

at 7:30 p.m. 

Present:     Cllr O’Regan (Chair), Cllr P Flynn, Cllr N Schonken, Cllr D Roberts 
 and Mrs J Wright (Clerk). 

1.  Apologies for Absence:  Cllr M Bates and Cllr W Kohler 

2. Minutes of the previous meeting / Matters Arising 
The minutes of the previous meeting (20th April) were agreed and will be ratified at the 
May 2010 Parish Council Meeting. 

 There were no matters arising, which would not be addressed in the agenda. 

3. Confirmation of new Chair and Vice-Chair of Finance 
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 The Clerk invited nominations for a new Chair of Finance.  Cllr Roberts proposed Cllr 
 O’Regan and Cllr Schonken seconded.  There were no further nominations and all 
 agreed.  Cllr O’Regan accepted the post. 

 Cllr O’Regan invited nominations for a new Vice-Chair of Finance and proposed Cllr 
 Schonken.  Cllr Flynn seconded.  There were no further nominations and all agreed.  
 Cllr Schonken accepted the post. 

4. Discussions had taken place regarding the Clerks salary and this is following 
recommendations from CPALC (The Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Association 
of Local Councils.)  The Clerks salary will be increased in-keeping with the 
recommendations in two stages – backdated to April 2010 and then revised in April 
2011.  The Chair of Finance to document the details in a letter, to be formalised at the 
next PC meeting.  The Clerk has agreed with the proposed 2 year increment period. 

5. Review of Income and Expenditure 
Cllr O’Regan explained that there were no unexpected items of income or expenditure 
in the current financial year.  The Clerk has an appointment to see the Accountant 
about the internal audit on Thursday 13th May 2010. 

6. Precept 
The precept has been set for the current year but Cllr Schonken questioned the 
money set aside for ‘future projects’ which currently assumes all available funds.  He 
suggested that the PC needs an ‘emergency fund’ and that when a need arises, the 
money in the future projects fund is allocated via Councillor agreement. 

 Three companies have been formally approached to tender for the removal of the 
 dead tree in the Moat. 

 The swings have £4400 budgeted for them but will cost an additional £1350 (including 
 the £700 grant from SCDC.)  as safety matting had not been budgeted for originally.  
 It was agreed that the senior swings are ordered and if finances allow at the end of 
 the financial year, the toddler swings are ordered then.  Cllr Flynn reported that the 
 school has requested the senior swings as being more important, due to the growing 
 number of children in the village who will use them.   

 Clerk therefore to order the senior swings now and confirm the quoted price for the 
 toddler swings will be held until the end of the financial year. 

The Clerk to also chase the ROSPA report as the visit has taken place. 

7. Trees, Grass and Hedges 
a) Gardencare work in Ryecroft Lane 
The Clerk to ask Cllr Bates to explain the exact details of the stewardship application 
for the Moat area, to see if this prevents the Council undertaking paid work in the 
moat area in the meantime.  This will impact on when the next tranche of work can 
begin ie the trees along the roadside in Ryecroft Lane.   

 The Clerk explained the situation of the new damage to the cemetery fencing caused 
 by the contractors, Rands on Martin Sheldrake’s land.  Mr Sheldrake has been swift to 
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 apologise and get back in touch with the Clerk, explaining that Rands should repair 
 the damage this week.  It was agreed that if the damage has not been repaired to a 
 satisfactory standard within a week, to write back to Mr Sheldrake explaining that the 
 PC would seek to ask Gardencare to mend the fencing and Mr Sheldrake would be 
 billed accordingly. 

8. Future Projects 
a)Swings 
These had been discussed earlier 

b) Village Hall CCTV.   
It was agreed that the Clerk should write to the Village Hall saying the £850 was 
available for the camera but they would need to find the funding for the new cameras, 
to bring them up to the required standard, at the same time.  They may wish to apply 
to the PC by the end of the calendar year for consideration in the 2010-2011 precept 
budget. 

9. Other matters 
There were no other matters for discussion 

 Cllr Roberts said she would seek to obtain a list of available funding sources from 
 SCDC as this would be useful in any future if money is required for new playground 
 equipment etc 

10. Date of next meeting. 
7:00pm on the 20th July, before the PC Meeting at the Chapel (not 13th July as 
previously stated – Clerk to cancel the Church booking). 

The Meeting closed at 8:20pm 

b) ADOPTION OF ACCOUNTS 
It was agreed by the Council that the 2009-2010 accounts could be adopted and the 
audit forms were signed accordingly. 

The Clerks salary rise has been agreed and this has been confirmed in writing.  Clerk to reply 
in writing (and to attend a Clerks intensive training course in September / October.) 

The Swings on the Butts may be possible within budget with reduced matting.  Cllr Roberts to 
accompany the Clerk to assess the level of matting required (and Clerk to check with ROSPA) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk and 
Cllr 
Roberts 
 

15. CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
Clerk to send Cllr Stone Mike Coopers response re trees on Thriplow Triangle issue 
and ask him to please insist the County Council let the Parish Councils know about 
such requests in the future. 
 
The Clerk reported that we have a resident who would like to join the PC.  It was 
agreed to invite him to the June meeting at 7:15pm for an informal meeting prior to 
the main PC. 

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 

16. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
Clerk to request Land Registry info on 1 Ryecroft Lane. 

 
Clerk 
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Clerk to ask Cllr Stone to urgently press for pot-hole repairs on the school road (also 
mentioning the Foxton turning and the road to Newton). 
 
Clerk to also request update from Cllr Stone on the issue of signage for Rectory Lane 
for large vehicles. 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 

17. OTHER MATTERS: 
As requested, Cllr Bates reported on what exactly a HLS agreement is.  He 
reported that ‘Stewardship’ is a Government scheme (Natural England) which 
aims to secure environmental benefit, there are several levels and we have been 
advised we may be able to secure it for the Moat area.  We might need an agent 
to help with the forms but costs are high.  It is a ten-year agreement, with 
payments every 6 months.  The land must be registered with the rural payments 
agency beforehand.  An ongoing management plan needs to be agreed.  It was 
agreed to put this onto the agenda for a Finance Meeting (7pm on Tuesday 1st 
June) 
 
Cllr Kohler has been unable to attend several meetings recently due to ill health 
and work commitments.  It was suggested the Clerk send an e-mail to ask Cllr 
Kohler about his availability to return to meetings.   
 
The meeting closed at 9:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Clerk) 
 
 
Clerk 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 15TH JUNE 2010 AT 7.45 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr M Bates, Cllr A Eades, Cllr E O’Regan, Mrs J  
  Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr Tim Stone,  

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr Schonken. 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.  Cllr Roberts reported that we have had a resignation from 
Cllr Flynn with immediate effect.  Clerk to write and thank Cllr Flynn for all her hard 
work and considerable time spent on the Council. 

 

Clerk 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 18TH MAY 2010: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING: 
The PC were happy for the Clerk to sign the letter for D Woods acknowledging 
receipt of her documentation regarding Seniorlink.  The PC asked the Clerk to 
enquire about the cost of having a Seniorlink machine in reserve or how quickly one 
can be ordered. 

 
Clerk 
Clerk 

5. VILLAGE HALL:. 
The PC noted the latest figures from the VH.  Cllr Bates said they have increased the 
charges and things are moving in the right direction. 

 

 

6. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Roberts said the road outside the school has been resurfaced properly and looks 
good – thank you to Cllr Stone for his efforts in achieving this. 
 
Councillor Stone gave the following report: 
 
“Roads 
The situation on maintaining our roads is dire.  The sainted Mike Cooper’s budget is 
already under enormous pressure and we are only two months into the financial year. 
 
“First”, which is a weekly magazine published by the Local Government Association 
ran an article in a recent issue which congratulated councils in fixing a record number 
of potholes – in some cases 10 times the “normal number.”  The article was saved by 
the statement that “After years of underfunding, there are more roads now that need 
resurfacing than councils’ road maintenance budgets can cope with.”  It goes on to 
say, “We need to make sure councils can carry out proper maintenance and not store 
up problems for the future and that will involve thinking differently about the way we 
fund road infrastructure.” 
 
In this period of impending budget cuts there should be a prize available for anyone 
who can propose what this “different thinking” will involve. 
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Finance 
Which brings us on to money.  The council has to have its annual accounts approved 
by the end of June.  The year ended on 31st March.  The first draft should be 
available tomorrow and will be studied with care.  There have been fairly sharp 
gyrations during the year in respect of Community and Adult Services, partly brought 
about by adjusting to a budget shared with the Primary Care Trust.  No surprises are 
expected as taxpayers money is usually very well looked after. 

Cereals 
The Cereals display at Chrishall Grange has caused unwelcome congestion, 
particularly at the morning and evening rush hours.  The congestion was most 
apparent on the A505 and a number of smaller feeder roads, especially Hunts Road, 
Duxford. That was despite a great deal of effort put into planning offsite parking and 
transport to and from the site. 
 
There is to be a post event de-brief to find out what went wrong.  Meanwhile next 
year’s Cereals exhibition is to take place in Lincolnshire. 
 
Another Survey 
The County is conducting a survey of 5,500 people to establish how they view our 
roads compared with roads managed by other authorities across the country. 
Apparently there was a similar done last year and I have asked for the findings. 
 
Fowlmere Road 
I have reported the dreadful state of the corner to County Highways.  We now have to 
see how long they will take to do anything about it.” 

Cllr Roberts reported that Mrs Phyllis Aldous, 8 Pipers Close has complained about a 
hole in the footpath near her house which caused her to fall.  She has attended the 
doctors but nothing is broken.  Cllr Roberts enquired about the procedure for noting 
the incident and seeing that the footpath is repaired?  Cllr Stone offered to attend and 
apologise personally on behalf of the Council and ensure the footpath is repaired. 
 
Regarding the sign at the High Street end of Rectory Lane.  It was agreed to 
purchase a sign saying ‘Unsuitable for Heavy Goods Vehicles”.  The cost is £70 for 
the sign and £200 for the posts if nothing available to fix it to.  Cllr Eades offered to 
make contact with David Lines at SCDC re ordering, going ahead with the smallest 
option. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr Stone 

 

Cllr Eades 

7. PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
a) MINUTES FROM 18TH MAY 2010 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, ON 18TH MAY 

2010 AT 7:15PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr M Bates, Cllr A Eades, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr, E 
O’Regan and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

 
 



3 

 

APOLOGIES:  There were no apologies 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before 
South Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh.   

2. S/0210?10/F – For information only (Permission granted) 
Extensions 
St Marys Prospect, Rectory Lane, Fowlmere 
Mr and Mrs Chris & Jennifer Neild 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision 

3. S/0210?10/F – For information only (removal of full balcony to rear and 
replacement with Juliette balcony) 
Extensions 
St Marys Prospect, Rectory Lane, Fowlmere 
Mr and Mrs Chris & Jennifer Neild 
 
The Parish Council noted the amendment 

4. S/0629/10/F 
Relocation of Access (Revised Design) 
Deans Farm, Long Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
Mr T Deans 
As Cllr Roberts is a close neighbour of the applicant, she declared a personal and 
prejudicial interest and left the room and Cllr Flynn took over as Vice-Chair.  
 
There were no objections to this application in principal but SCDC need to assess the 
visibility issues. 
 
Cllr Roberts returned to the room. 

5. S/00437/10/CW 
Part retrospective application for importation and deposit of inert waste for the 
purpose of re-grading and restoration to agricultural use. 
Bridgefoot Farm Quarry, Newmarket Road, Heydon, Nr. Royston, 
Cambridgeshire 
 
The Parish Council have no objections to this application. 

6. Other Matters and Updates  
The Clerk was requested to speak to Circle Anglia about the state of play regarding 
the affordable housing site. 
 
Clerk to ensure the electricity board are aware that they should only take 2m from the 
trees at the cemetery. 
 
Clerk to book Church for Planning meeting at 7:30pm on Tuesday 1st June. 



4 

 

 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7:30pm 

The Minutes were agreed as a true record. 

b) VICE-CHAIRMAN 
Cllr Roberts proposed and Cllr Eades seconded the motion for Cllr Bates to become 
Vice-Chairman of Planning.  Cllr Bates agreed and signed the declaration. 

8. BURIAL BOARD: 
There have been no burials this month but the PC were saddened to hear of the 
recent death of Mrs Jane Van Tassell. 
 

 
 
 

9. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
There was nothing to report this month. 

 
 
 

10. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES: 
a) PLAY EQUIPMENT 

This item has been dealt with in the previous Finance Meeting but a separate 
meeting has been scheduled to progress the purchase of play equipment for 
the Butts play area. 

 
 
 

11. NEW COUNCILLORS: 
Cllr Roberts asked the Clerk to write to Cllr Kohler asking him to clarify his intentions 
regarding his resignation (as shortly he will not be entitled to remain as a Councillor 
due to the number of meetings missed.) 
 
Regarding potential new councillors, there have been several applications and 
interviews to be planned for 29th at 7:30pm, following on from the Finance meeting.  
Clerk to organise.  Cllr Bates to look for questions previously asked at interview. 
 
The Clerk was also asked to send a card to Nico and his family to congratulation on 
the birth of their daughter. 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Cllr Bates 
 
Clerk 

12. CORRESPONDENCE: 
Re litter etc in the Moat area, no Councillors were aware of anything further but the 
Clerk to check with the Mephams who back onto the area to see if there have been 
any further incidences. 
 
Re closed access at the end of Lynch Lane – the PC thought the land belonged to 
the Church and is leased to a farmer.  They didn’t think they could put up barbed 
wire.  Clerk to write to the church wardens and ask them to confirm if the land is 
church land and inform the PC who is renting it from them as the first port of call. 
 
It was agreed to enter Pat Rowley, the village Womble into the Village Hero awards.  
Clerk to undertake paperwork. 
 
Clerk to return data as requested on flooding survey from WSP / SCDC 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 

13. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The Clerk updated the PC about 1 Ryecroft Lane and explained that they own a strip 
of land across the Moat area – a purchase dating back many years with the 
developers. 
 
The Clerk to contact MVC re progressing the Bus Shelter project, in the absence of 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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Cllr Kohler. 
 
The locations of the new salt bins were agreed as by the new bench outside of the 
school, on the Butts and at the mouth of Cassander Close.  Clerk to confirm in more 
detail to SCDC. 
 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 

14. OTHER MATTERS: 
Circulate the Play Equipment Inspection Report via e-mail to Cllr Eades and Cllr 
O’Regan. 
 
Ask Darren Blake to come to the next PC meeting with a timescale for Circle 
Anglia to progress. 
 
The next meeting is Finance at 7:00pm on Tuesday 29th June followed by 
interviews at 7:30pm.  Clerk to book the church. 
 
Cemetery box to Cllr Bates whilst Clerk away on holiday. 
 
The meeting closed at 8:50pm 

 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 20TH JULY 2010 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr M Bates, Cllr A Eades, Cllr E O’Regan, Mrs J  
  Peacock, Ms N Webb, Mr L Wragg, Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr Darren Blake (Circle Anglia), Mr J Pymers and family 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr Schonken and Mike Sunderland (Councillor-to-be) 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. SIGNING IN OF NEW PARISH COUNCILLORS: 
Cllr’s Peacock, Webb and Wragg completed the necessary paperwork, which will be 
send to SCDC.  Mike Sunderland apologised but he couldn’t make the first meeting 
due to a previously booked holiday but he looks forward to joining the Council in the 
September meeting.  He can receive Parish Council information but until he is signed 
in, he cannot express an opinion or make decisions on any issue. 

 

(Clerk) 

4. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 15TH JUNE 2010: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

5. MATTERS ARISING: 
There were no matters arising that were not covered in the agenda. 

 
 

6. AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN FOWLMERE – DARREN BLAKE FROM CIRCLE 
ANGLIA RE SITE ON THRIPLOW TRIANGLE IN FOWLMERE 
 
Cllr Roberts thanked Mr Blake for attending the meeting and asked him to update the 
Council on progress.   
 
Mr Blake said that the site in Fowlmere was an exception site, outside the village 
framework, solely for affordable housing, for villagers within / from Fowlmere.  It is the 
preferred site for the Parish Council and will have 5 two-bedroomed and 5 three-
bedroomed houses.  This sizes of the houses closest match the need (ie as opposed 
to a specialist bungalow etc) – to keep core accommodation for the majority of users.  
The site has several land-owners, which has made things slightly more complicated 
but the solicitors have now been instructed and are moving towards an exchange of 
contracts (assuming planning and grant funding is then successful.)  Mr Blake has to 
produce a Local Investment Plan and SCDC are keen to see progression.  The aim is 
to start the process this Autumn. 
 
He added that having the support of the PC and local people is important as they can 
write and support the development.  The reaction from SCDC has so far been 
positive. 
 
Cllr Webb asked if the houses were to be part-buy.  Mr Blake replied that they will be 
purely rental as part-rent / part-buy reduces the number of people possibly eligible 
and can be a risk to the Housing Association.  It is very unlikely to be changed from 
rented.  Mr Blake was asked to give a ball-park figure for rent and he suggested 
something along the lines of about £85-£90 per week for the 2-beds and £100-£105 
per week for the 3 beds, which is about 60% of market rent.  A service charge could 
be added but would be minimal and there will be a very clear definition of obligations 
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and responsibilities in order to minimise additional charges. 
 
The access on the map is good – being planned on the Cambridge Road.  The PC 
asked that as few trees as possible be removed – most should be behind the visibility 
splay anyway.  Mr Blake said that the Code of Sustainable Homes has to be abided 
by.    The road will be made up to adopted standards and it is the hope that SCDC 
will then do so. 
 
There will be 2 parking spaces per property and additional space on the new road so 
there should be no parking on Cambridge Road.  There will be street lighting as a 
result of the lighting plan.  (including presumably one at the junction.)  Cllr Wragg 
requested not too much light pollution as this could become an issue for existing 
neighbours – they could be on a timer? 
 
Cllr Wragg also asked if the houses are to be designed to a high standard of 
insulation?  Mr Blake said it will be 25% above the ‘standard’ with possibly some 
renewable energy.  
 
Cllr Roberts asked for a list of other developments which Circle Anglia have been 
involved in be sent to the Clerk, in order to see the design variances. 
 
Mr Pymers asked how do people get them?  Mr Blake explained they are for people 
who have a strong connection with the village – ie they already live in Fowlmere, work 
here or they did live here but have had to move out because they can’t afford to stay.  
Applicants need to be on the SCDC waiting list and then cases will be assessed by 
SCDC, not Fowlmere Parish Council.  In the unlikely event that the 10 properties are 
not filled using that criteria, they will be offered to nearby villagers on an increasing 
radius basis.  (There will be a single move-in date, not a piecemeal build) 
 
Cllr Roberts asked when the PC should remind people to put themselves on the 
SCDC list?  Mr Blake suggested this is done at the planning stage, so as not to leave 
it too late but so as not to raise expectation, if the plan does not get the relevant 
funding.  The PC is asked to be proactive and the Housing Association also gets in 
touch with people on the SCDC list.  The PC and Housing Association would have an 
information sharing event nearer the time. 
 
Mr Pymers asked if it will go on the Home Link web-site and Mr Blake said yes it 
would.  He also asked if it’s worth involving the local MP and Cllr Roberts said 
Andrew Lansley is very local, being based close by so it may be worth a try. 
 
The PC are keen to support the younger generation who need housing like this, to 
keep the village ‘young’ and support the school etc by increasing the number of 
children in the village. 
 
Cllr Roberts thanked Mr Blake for his time and looked forward to progression and 
seeing him again.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Blake 

7. REVIEW OF THE STANDING ORDERS AND REGISTER OF INTEREST 
The longer-standing Councillors had reviewed the Standing Orders and there were 
no changes to make.  The Clerk was asked to circulate them to the new Councillors 
for information and for them to raise any issues at the next meeting. 
 
The Clerk was also asked to circulate a new Register of Interest to all previous Cllrs 
to complete for the next meeting. 
 

 

Clerk 

 

Clerk 

8. VILLAGE HALL:. 
The Village fun day was very successful and raised over £900.  The last VH meeting 
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was under-attended due to a certain football match but it was hoped attendance at 
the next one would improve.  Cllr Roberts updated the new Cllrs on the revenue 
shortfall and the problems of the last year encountered by the VH.   
 
Cllr Bates said they are looking to make a lottery bid and other things like a kitchen 
upgrade are planned.  The last set of VH minutes suggested villagers could be 
approached re a precept contribution, to see if the villagers support that.  If this 
happens the PC ultimately need to decide whether they support that proposal if it 
arises.  Cllr Wragg expressed his opposition to supporting a revenue shortfall, a view 
previously shared by the PC.   
 
It was also agreed that the VH still need a business plan and ‘green’ alternatives are 
not a viable route at present – they are in survival mode and the PC are keeping a 
watching and supportive brief.  
 
Cllr Webb declared a personal interest as Cllr Bates mentioned her father’s firm has 
been approached to quote re insulation. 
 
Cllr Roberts said he PC will continue to support the VH but is keen not to be held to 
any blame if the situation doesn’t improve. 
 
The Clerk to ask the three representatives from the VH (Tamsin Goodfellow, Jeannie 
Grisoni, Lamorna Thomas) to come along to the September meeting for an update. 
 
The Clerk asked to send the latest VH mins to the new Councillors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

Clerk 

9. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Councillor Stone was unable to attend the meeting. 
 

 

 

10. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
a) MINUTES FROM 15TH JUNE AND 13TH JULY 2010 

 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 

COMMITTEE HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, ON 15TH JUNE 
2010 AT 7:30PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr M Bates, Cllr A Eades, Cllr, E O’Regan 
and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  There were apologies from Cllr Schonken. 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before 
South Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh.  

2. C/11/17/029/01 
Tree Preservation Order 
The Cemetery, Long Lane 
Mrs J Wright for Fowlmere Parish Council 
 
All Councillors declared a personal and prejudicial interest and will leave it to SCDC to 
decide.  

3. S/0725/10/F 
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Extensions 
17 Savile Way, Fowlmere, SG8 7TU 
Mr Kevin Sole 
 
The PC recommend approval as it is not going to be detrimental to neighbouring 
properties and is a reasonable extension. 

4. S/1153/09/LB 
Alter dining room window and infill rear extension for glazed boot room.  Remove ff 
ensuite and create 2 shower rooms with window and rooflight.  Replace bedroom 
window and resite rooflight on landing. 
The Old Post Office, 2 Fowlmere Road, Heydon 
Mr Anthony Rouse 
 
The PC recommend approval as the alterations are quite minimal. 

5. S/0299/10/F – For information only (Permission Granted) 
Change of use from stables to boarding cattery 
Springfields, Fowlmere Road, Melbourn, Herts, SG8 6EZ 
Mrs Maxine Blyth 

The PC noted the decision 

6. S/0474/10F – For information only (Permission Granted) 
Extension following demolition of existing lean-to. 
Farmhouse Dottrell Hall Farm, Newmarket Road, Fowlmere, Cambs, SG8 7PD 
Mr & Mrs G Boulton 
 
The PC noted the decision 

7. S/1883/09/LB – For information only (Permission Granted) 
Alter floor & excavate cellar under reception 
Whitehall, 9 Chapel Lane, Fowlmere 
Dr James Hobro 
 
The PC noted the decision 

8. Village Hall – Lease details 
It was proposed to leave this until the next Finance meeting (29th July). 

9. Update on Affordable Housing site (Thriplow Triangle) 
It was agreed to invite Darren Blake to the next PC meeting, ask him to prepare a 
timetable of progress and put it as the first item on the July agenda. 

10. Other Matters and Updates 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7:50pm 

******************** 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 

COMMITTEE HELD IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY’S CHURCH, ON 
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13TH JULY 2010 AT 7:30PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr M Bates, Cllr, E O’Regan and Mrs J 
Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  There were apologies from Cllr Eades 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before 
South Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh.  

2. S0964/10/F 
Extensions & Alterations 
Sparrows Lodge, Green Lane, Fowlmere 
Mr & Mrs Ramsden 
 
The Parish Council considered the scale of the extension, being outside of the village 
envelope, however it seems a normal progression to balance up the house and give it 
more room, therefore they have no objections.  

3. S/1076/10/F 
Extension 
3 New Farm Close, Fowlmere, SG8 7SW 
Mr Roger Care  
 
The Parish Council recommend approval.  It is a small single storey extension, not 
overlooking neighbouring properties and is in keeping both in terms of style and size 
with the present properties and other close by. 

4. S/1074/10/F 
Extension 
7 Savile Way, Fowlmere, SG8 7TU 
Mr Simon Brearley 
 
The Parish Council have no objections as this is a modest extension and will not have 
an overbearing effect on any neighbouring properties. 

5. S/00437/10/CW – For information only – Permission granted 
Part retrospective application for importation and deposit of inert waste for the 
purpose of re-grading and restoration to agricultural use. 
Bridgefoot Farm Quarry, Newmarket Road, Heydon, Nr Royston, Cambs 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision 

6. S/0629/10/F – For information only – Permission Refused 
Relocation of Access (Revised Design) 
Deans Farm, Long Lane, Fowlmere 
Mr T Deans 
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The Parish Council noted the decision 

7. Other Matters and Updates 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7:50pm 
 

**************************************** 
 

Both sets of minutes were agreed and signed as a true and accurate record.  A 
date for another planning meeting was set for next Tuesday, 27th July at 7:15pm 
at St Mary’s 

The meeting was then opened to members of the public and press 

 
11. BURIAL BOARD: 

There have been no burials this month. 
 
Cllr Roberts asked the Clerk to send the new Cllr’s an update of burial costs.  (The 
fees for those in the village are low but they are greatly increased for non-villagers.) 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 

12. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
a) HEDGES IN TOP CLOSE 

The resident here is in a SCDC property and is only to have her hedge cut once a 
year and it is now overgrown and present a H&S issue especially to parents and 
children walking to school.  The school hedge is also very overgrown.  Cllr Roberts 
has spoken to the school, to be followed up with a letter and one to SCDC Housing 
Dept (need name).  All agreed to send the letters. 
 
Dovehouse Close – there is a dead tree in the green area.  Cllr Roberts to speak to 
SCDC as there’s some confusion over ‘responsibility’. 
 
Mr Alan Jackson, resident in Ryecroft Lane has asked for the findings of the Moat 
tree survey to be shared with him re the trees bordering his property.  It should be 
understood that if he feels any work needs to be done, he approached FPC as the 
first port of call as all necessary work is to be planned in over the next 10 years (and 
the one tree which had to be removed has now been.)  Clerk to reply. 
 
Mr Richard Pile, resident in the village has pointed out that the Chestnut trees on the 
Butts are looking very unhealthy, with loose branches which could fall and injure 
someone.  The PC knew the trees has a parasite but were hoping it’s effects could be 
minimal.  Clerk to contact Roz Richardson, Tree Officer at SCDC and ask her to 
inspect them. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Cllr 
Roberts 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

13. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES: 
a) MINUTES FROM 15TH JUNE AND 29TH JUNE 2010 

Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Finance and General Purposes 
Committee held at the School Room, URC, Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, Tuesday 15th June 2010 

at 7:15 p.m. 

Present:     Cllr O’Regan (Chair), Cllr M Bates, Cllr A Eades, Cllr D Roberts and 
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 Mrs J Wright (Clerk). 

1. Apologies for Absence:  Cllr Schonken sent his apologies 

2. Minutes of the previous meeting / Matters Arising 
The minutes of the previous Finance Meeting (11th May 2010) were agreed at the 
18th May 2010 Parish Council Meeting. 
 
There were no matters arising, which would not be addressed in the agenda. 

3. Review of Income and Expenditure 
The finances were looked at by Council members and Cllr O’Regan reported that 
there have been no extraordinary items of expenditure and the finances are 
healthy. 

4. Trees, Grass and Hedges 
 a) HLS (Higher Level Stewardship) Management Plan for the Moat 

  Cllr Bates reported that the PC can’t apply for the HLS until the land has been 
  registered with Rural Payments Agency.  We have had several quotes to do 
  the work and a grant can be achieved.  Malcolm Busby seems to be the best 
  price and it was agreed that he be approached to undertake the work.  Cllr 
  Bates proposed and Cllr Roberts seconded – all agreed.  Cllr Bates to make 
  contact with Mr Busby.   
 
 Cllr Roberts declared a personal interest as she has worked with him previously 

  b) Quotes for removal of dead tree in Moat 
  Three quotes have been received for the removal of the dead tree.  It was 
  proposed that we go for Acacia – all agreed.  Clerk to contact and give the 
  go-ahead 

 5. Future Projects 
  a) Swings (funding) 
  Cllr Roberts said that she and Cllr O’Regan have had an opportunity to  
  consider the play equipment proposal.  Cllr O’Regan to hold another Finance 
  meeting to decide on several alternatives and then consult the school on 29th 
  June at 7:00pm at the Church.  Clerk to book 

6. Other Matters 
There were no other matters 

7. Date of Next Meeting 
Tuesday 29th June at 7:00pm (Church) 
 
The meeting closed at 7:35pm 

Item 4 – Cllr Bates received acknowledgement of having the land registered with the Rural 
Payments Agency on 7th May and this should take 6 weeks, which is now long overdue.  They 
asked for a further mapping on 23rd May, which Cllr Bates never received.  Cllr Roberts 
thanked Cllr Bates for his continued efforts.  Clerk to look up maps for Cllr Bates. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk (Cllr 
Bates) 
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******************************* 

Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Finance and General Purposes 
Committee held at the School Room, URC, Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, Tuesday 29th June 2010 

at 7:00 p.m. 

Present:     Cllr O’Regan (Chair), Cllr M Bates, Cllr A Eades, Cllr D Roberts and 
 Mrs J Wright (Clerk). 

1. Apologies for Absence:  Cllr Schonken sent his apologies 

2. Minutes of the previous meeting / Matters Arising 
The minutes of the previous Finance Meeting (15th June 2010) will be agreed at the 
next Parish Council Meeting on 20th July 2010. 

 

 There were no matters arising, which would not be addressed in the agenda. 

3. Review of Income and Expenditure 
The finances have not changed since the recent, last meeting, other than the latest 
bill from Seniorlink for £77.28 

4. Trees, Grass and Hedges 
 It was reported that Tree 21 in the Moat had now been taken down, somewhat swiftly 
 and all was in good order.  The firm would be approached again as part of the 
 tendering process for any further tree work. 
  

5. Future Projects 
 a) Swings (funding) 
 This item was deferred until the next meeting to allow for more time to consider 
 different options (20th July, main Parish Council Meeting)  

6. Village Hall Lease 
The lease was discussed and if the unfortunate situation arose that the VH had to 
close then further legal advice would be sought anyway but as the situation stands, it 
is reported that there is a lot of hard work going on to prevent that happening and a 
determined effort to turn things around 

7. Other Matters 
The Clerk reported that the VAT would be claimed at the end of June 

8. Date of Next Meeting 
A further Finance Meeting would be held at 7:15pm on Tuesday 20th July at the URC 
in Chapel Lane 
 
The meeting closed at 7:20pm 

************************************* 

b) RESPONSIBILITY FOR PLAY EQUIPMENT 
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Play equipment is on the agenda for the Finance meeting next Tuesday.  All 
Cllrs  were asked to take a look at the play equipment on the Butts 
beforehand as the PC are looking to provide 1 or 2 new pieces of equipment.  
Cllr Webb kindly agreed to take responsibility for the play equipment. 
 
The repair work following on from the ROSPA report needs to be quoted for 
as most things are a low risk factor – a lot of re-seeding of the grass required.  
Clerk to contact Anglia Playgrounds who did the work last year. 
 
The climbing frame at the VH needs some work on top of that in the report, as 
do the swings at the Butts.   

 Clerk to circulate ROSPA report by e-mail  

 
All 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

14. NEW COUNCILLORS UPDATE: 
Cllr Roberts reported how the PC had 4 vacancies and 5 people applied.  The PC 
followed a proper process and best practice, with pre-agreed questions beforehand 
by e-mail and also during the meeting.  Following the responses / interviews the Cllr’s 
met and discussed and one lady wasn’t successful in being offered a place on the 
Council.  There has been some correspondence where the particular candidate 
hasn’t been happy with the outcome and the correspondence has been quite 
personal in nature.  The Chairman sent a final letter which firmly states the position of 
the PC and it is hoped that the matter is now closed. 
 

 
 

15. CORRESPONDENCE: 
Clerk to thank Darren Blake for attending the meeting this evening 
 
Following his resignation, the Chair to write and thank Bill Kohler for his time on the 
PC. 
 
The PC agreed that Betty Selby should be offered a Seniorlink machine- the Clerk to 
contact her family to arrange. 
 

 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 

16. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The Action List is to be updated and circulated. 
 
The issue of the road sign at the end of Rectory Lane is to be discussed at the 
coming Finance meeting. 
 

Clerk 
 

17. OTHER MATTERS: 
The new Cllrs were asked to provide a two-line profile of themselves and a photo 
for the web-site. 
 
The meeting closed at 9:30pm 
 
The next meeting will be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 21st September 2010 at the URC 
in Chapel Lane 

 
LW, NW, 
JP 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 21ST SEPTEMBER 2010 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr M Bates, Cllr A Eades, Cllr E O’Regan, Cllr J  
  Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr N Webb, Cllr L Wragg, Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr Tony Deans, Mrs Tamsin Goodfellow, Mrs Lamorna Thomas, Mr  
   Kevin Thomas. 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Cllr Roberts reported that unfortunately Cllr Schonken has tendered his resignation 
from the PC.  He is very sorry to leave the Council and would perhaps like to rejoin at 
a later date but he has too many other commitments at present, especially following 
the birth of his daughter.  The Clerk was asked to send a letter of thanks.  Nico will 
kindly continue to put items on the web-site for the PC 

 

 

Clerk 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. SIGNING IN OF NEW PARISH COUNCILLORS: 
Cllr Sunderland completed the necessary paperwork, which will be sent to SCDC.  

 

Clerk 

4. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 20TH JULY 2010: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

5. MATTERS ARISING: 
There were no matters arising that were not covered in the agenda. 

 
 

6. UPDATE ON THE VILLAGE HALL (TAMSIN GOODFELLOW, JEANNIE GRISONI, 
LAMORNA THOMAS) 
Cllr Roberts thanked Mrs Goodfellow and Mrs Thomas for coming along (Mrs Grisoni 
is unfortunately unable to attend) and for providing the information prior to the 
meeting that they were asked for.  Mrs Goodfellow gave an update on the current 
situation: 
 
“The support from the village since announcing the financial shortfall at the VH has 
been amazing and they have raised over £2000 since January.  There have also 
been increased bookings (functions), a catering business and a dance weekend to 
name a few.  A number of residents had suggested seeking a proportion from the 
precept to support revenue funding and this is why the VH canvassed views across 
the village (36 responses via the shop, roughly 17 for and 16 against and several e-
mails.) 
 
We need to concentrate on a refurbishment programme, lottery funding is being 
sought for this.  Perhaps further down the line, the VH will have costed and planned a 
programme and will come back to the PC for financial support.” 
 
Cllr Roberts commended the VH committee on the efforts made to bring the VH back 
onto an even keel and the PC appreciate a huge amount of enthusiasm has been put 
to good use.   
 
The feedback from the leaflet doesn’t give a strong feeling of either ‘for’ or ‘against’ 
using precept money due to the low level of feedback (although it was a good level of 
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feedback compared to previous attempts to canvass opinion) and the VH 
acknowledge that. 
 
Kevin Thomas was at this point asked to stop recording the meeting on a phone and 
then left the meeting.   
 
Cllr Roberts mentioned how she had previously suggested a point of contact at 
SCDC and this hadn’t been followed up.  Mrs Goodfellow said the VH committee 
weren’t ignoring the suggestion but circumstances prevented this option being 
proceeded at that stage.  Cllr Roberts felt this was a shame as the Community budget 
had over £150,000 this financial year.  It was also suggested getting in early to 
achieve a bid this current year and Cllr Roberts is disappointed there isn’t an 
application in with SCDC.  The PC would have then perhaps be able to support a 
project like the renewing of the windows in conjunction with an achieved bid from 
SCDC. 
 
Cllr Bates asked if there was any funding left?  Cllr Roberts said she would check as 
a matter of priority this week and report back, especially if the VH is seeking a more 
‘moderate’ amount.  The VH now has quotes in for loft insulation, windows etc.   
 
Cllr Roberts said there is still seems to be very little money coming in from the football 
clubs, in relation to what they are currently using.  The VH report acknowledges there 
is still some discrepancies (although not with the football clubs, Mrs Goodfellow 
added).  Cllr Roberts asked how many teams play and how many are non-Fowlmere 
residents?  Mr Deans said that there are 4 teams and the players are from around 
and about Fowlmere.   
 
Mrs Goodfellow said that as part of the general price review, there was a lot of 
conversation surrounding this matter and the VH concluded to keep the status quo – 
they pay a similar contribution to the cricket club and they also maintain a lot of the 
grounds.  Mrs Thomas added that the VH wouldn’t want to take on the maintenance 
and cutting etc of the grounds as this would be counter-productive as they would 
need to find revenue to pay for it, as the football club take that on as their contribution 
(bringing the total to around £2000 pa).  Cllr Bates added that the football teams do 
contribute a lot towards maintenance. 
 
The VH pay for their own grass cutting.  Mr Deans asked why the PC don’t pay for 
the VH grass cutting?  Cllr Roberts said that Fowlmere has 2 ‘grounds’ which is 
unusual and the PC contribute to the Butts but not the VH as that is a revenue 
seeking enterprise (which currently doesn’t pay a rent, albeit a peppercorn rent to the 
PC). 
 
Cllr Roberts opened the discussion to colleagues. 
 
Cllr Eades questioned who maintains the car park at the rear of the VH as he had 
seen drivers wheel-spinning and purposely skidding - sending up stones etc and this 
would have longer-term maintenance issues.  Mrs Goodfellow noted this and said 
maintenance is jointly provided by the VH, Sports clubs etc.   
 
Cllr Webb mentioned that the VH is comparatively very expensive to hire.  Mrs 
Goodfellow replied saying it’s very difficult to agree on the pricing and the VH 
Committee keep returning to it.  Costs are higher than halls in villages like Thriplow 
so we have to charge a higher price.  They are sympathetic to villagers and the 
bookings clerk can judge accordingly ie for a late booking.  Cllr Webb asked if lottery 
funding could be used to split the hall?  Mrs Thomas said this is potentially difficult 
and we need to know from the villagers what they want ie they may not wish to 
permanently halve it?   
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Cllr Roberts agrees with the concertina door idea to split the hall as an option and Cllr 
Peacock asked about the possibility of taking the height down.  Mrs Goodfellow said 
it is still a USP though having a large area and losing the head height will lose some 
current bookings.  Mr Deans reiterated that there is not the money to do these things.  
Cllr Roberts said the PC would try to help the VH finance these sorts of programmes 
and SCDC would look to see the PC support a project like that, which may work 
favourably for them.  But the PC need to look at the precept in November, which the 
VH are aware of, so they need to go back to the village to see what they want to do. 
 
Cllr Wragg said it would help the PC to say what we could give the VH, to see 
something which sets out what is important in an order of priority.  He added that the 
PC can’t finance a revenue deficit but they’ve got that sorted that out.  Cllr Bates can 
provide this information.  Cllr Roberts suggested getting one project on the move 
such as replacement windows and she said they could just go to SCDC for funding 
for that, not necessarily Awards for All.   
 
Cllr Bates added that a business plan is nearing completion and is pleased to hear 
that SCDC could be available for funding possibilities.  The VH would need at least a 
ballpark figure of £23,000 for replacement windows and roof insulation would be 
£2500-£3000.  The look needs to be more attractive although Cllr Webb and several 
others thought it’s more vital that they’re new, well insulated and in keeping with our 
VH, which isn’t a new building – it’s a different type and age of hall.  The insulation is 
the key factor.  Cllr Wragg said that the replacement windows tick a lot of boxes, both 
environmentally and aesthetically and may form a successful application. 
 
Mrs Thomas asked when did Fowlmere last ask SCDC for any financial contributions 
and in the past they contributed to the outside sports area and the car park and some 
of the internal works.  Awards for all, SCDC and FPC supported a small development 
2 years ago (disabled ramps, new disabled toilet). 
 
Cllr Roberts asked the PC if they are in agreement to supporting such a project?  All 
Councillors agreed.   
 
Cllr Roberts concluded by once again thanking Mrs Goodfellow and Mrs Thomas for 
coming along to the meeting and reiterated that the PC really do strongly support the 
work the VH is trying to achieve and commented on how hard they have all worked 
on the revenue this year and the PC will support the VH where and when it can to get 
these projects underway.  Cllr Roberts to ask Clerk to pass on funding information 
once she has been to SCDC this week to the PC and VH. 
 
Cllr Bates told the PC that the VH AGM is on 6th October.  Cllr Roberts said she 
would represent the PC.  Cllr Bates has in the past supported the VH as the official 
PC representative and they are looking for the nomination for the coming year.  Cllr 
Bates said he would probably be involved in any case but he would look to other 
Councillors for their expertise and Cllr Wragg was asked to consider this.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr 
Roberts / 
Clerk 

 

Cllr Bates / 
Cllr Wragg 

7. STANDING ORDERS UPDATE: 
The Standing Orders were agreed for another year 
 

 

8. AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN FOWLMERE UPDATE 
Re the Thriplow Triangle - Cllr Webb was unable to attend the open meeting and had 
heard that 3 were to be part-rent, part-buy which the PC confirmed is the case, due to 
the need to the housing association needing to raise revenue to cover any shortfalls 
in the funding it achieves.   
 
Cllr Roberts saw Darren Blake (Circle Anglia) who said the planning application was 
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now in with SCDC.  Residents have contacted the Clerk reference the possibility of 
purchasing a strip of land and the Clerk has passed them onto the Housing 
Association Circle Anglia to deal with that. 
 
Cllr Roberts was invited to go to a housing panel meeting re the London Road 
application.  SCDC Housing and Planners didn’t support it and asked for the Parish 
opinion and Cllr Roberts said the PC had held a planning meeting and their view was 
that they didn’t support it, so in principal SCDC thought it would be refused. 
  

9. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Councillor Stone was unable to attend the meeting 
 
The Clerk was asked to contact Mr Stone and say Mr Tony Deans will come to the 
next meeting re the difficulty getting access from his property due to the speed of 
traffic. 
 
 

 

 

Clerk 

 

10. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
a) MINUTES FROM 27TH JULY AND 24TH AUGUST 2010 

 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 

COMMITTEE HELD IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY’S CHURCH, ON 
27th JULY 2010 AT 7:15PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr M Bates, Cllr A Eades, Cllr, E O’Regan, 
Cllr J Peacock, Cllr N Webb, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  There were apologies from Cllr Schonken 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before 
South Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh.   

2. C/11/17/029/01 
Application to undertake work on trees situated within a TREE PRESERVATION 
ORDER 
3 Butts View, Fowlmere 
Mrs R Scrimshaw 
 
The Parish Council will seek guidance from the SCDC Tree Officer as to whether the 
tree in question is dangerous, diseased or an interesting specimen.  In general the 
Parish Council is not in favour of removing healthy trees. 

3. C/11/17/029/01 – For Information Only – Permission Granted 
Tree Preservation Order 
The Cemetery, Long Lane 
Mrs J Wright for Fowlmere Parish Council 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision and has required that EDF Energy take only a 
minimum clearance from the trees. 

4. Update on the Thriplow Triangle - Affordable Housing 
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A date has been suggested of the 24th August for an Information Sharing Evening, for 
residents who may be interested in seeing the plans etc.  It was agreed to leaflet the 
whole village about it (Clerk to put together a flyer).  Clerk to keep all Councillors 
informed of developments. 

5. Other Matters and Updates  
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7:30pm 

**************************************** 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 

COMMITTEE HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE 
ON 24th AUGUST 2010 AT 7:00PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr A Eades, Cllr, E O’Regan, Cllr J Peacock, 
Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  There were apologies from Cllr Bates, Cllr Schonken and Cllr Webb 

IN ATTENDANCE Mr Mike Sunderland (Cllr awaiting formal signing-in), Mr Aspin 
(resident) 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before 
South Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh.  

2. S/1236/10 
Nine Dwellings 
Land rear of Pipers Close, Off London Road, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts 
Mr Tony Squires, Chartism Housing Association  
 
The Council discussed the application and their response is as follows: 
Fowlmere Parish Council DO NOT support this planning application and give the 
following two major reasons: 

·     The area is (a) within Green Belt land, and (b) outside the village envelope, and so is 
contrary to national planning policy and the local planning authority's policy. 

·     The proposed access junction has major visibility issues and possible ownership 
issues over the actual access road. 
 
Other factors include: 

·     The applicant, to our knowledge, is not a registered Social Landlord. 
·     The design of the proposed dwellings is poor. 
·     Affected neighbours have previously raised concerns and objections to this 

development proposal, and one has made representations to the PC regarding 
possible flooding or subsidence if the access road was widened in the proposed 
location. We do not believe there is any local public support for this site. 
 
To conclude, Fowlmere Parish Council is also well ahead in negotiations with a 
Registered Social Landlord about another, more suitable site within Fowlmere and 
would not wish to support this proposal in London Road.  
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 3. Memorial stone at Fowlmere Cemetery 
 The Councillors were shown a picture of a proposed memorial stone at the Cemetery 
 for the late husband of Mrs J Accorsini who had requested a quick response if 
 possible due to the lead-in time of the manufacturing.  The Councillors agreed that the 
 stone could be installed but requested reassurance that the stone would be very firmly 
 fixed to the ground and that that central cavity be permanently sealed on the outside.  
 The Clerk to respond to Mrs Accorsini. 

4. Other Matters and Updates  
Cllr Roberts informed Councillors that she would be contacting them via e-mail 
regarding the idea of an informal preliminary meeting with the representatives from 
the Village Hall, prior to the main PC meeting on 21st September and their views on 
the matter were sought.   
 
Following agreement at the previous meeting, the see-saw for the Butts had now 
been ordered and repairs to the play equipment were to be commissioned, following 
an acceptable quote for the works from Anglian Playgrounds – delegated to the Chair 
of Finance.   
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7:50pm 

**************************************** 

Both sets of minutes were agreed and signed as a true and accurate record.   

The meeting was then opened to members of the public and press 

 
11. BURIAL BOARD: 

There have been no burials this month. 
 
Cllr Bates reported Mr Ward met him at the Chapel last week and kindly donated a 
bench and some daffodil bulbs (Clerk to thank Mr Ward).  He has a preferred location 
in mind (to one side of the rear Chapel door).  It will need to be secured.  The Clerk to 
ask Gardencare to quote for fixing (rub down, preserve, repair) all three existing 
benches, 2 in the cemetery and 1 on the churchyard which need maintenance and for 
fixing in the new one.  A daffodil planting session should be planned. 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 
 
All 

12. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
SCDC came and cut the hedge in Westfield Road and the school cut their hedge.   
 
Cllr Webb asked if a tree at the rear of her garden could be pruned.  Cllr Roberts 
replied that without a TPO, and with permission of the PC permission could be given 
for a tree to be tidied up as long as it doesn’t become misbalanced as a result. 
 

 
 
 

13. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES: 
a) MINUTES FROM 27TH JULY 2010 

Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Finance and General Purposes 
Committee held in the Dorothy Pluck Room, St Mary’s Church, Fowlmere, Tuesday 27th July 

2010 at 7:30pm. 

Present:     Cllr O’Regan (Chair), Cllr M Bates, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr D Roberts, Cllr 
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  N Schonken, Cllr N Webb, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk). 

1. Apologies for Absence:   
There were no apologies for absence 

2. Minutes of the previous meeting / Matters Arising 
The minutes of the previous Finance Meeting (29th June 2010) were verified at the 
PC Meeting on 20th July 2010 

There were no matters arising, which would not be addressed in the agenda 

3. Future Projects 
a) Swings (funding) 

  Anglian Playgrounds have been sent all the information they need to produce 
  a quote for the maintenance to the play equipment, following the ROSPA 
  Report findings (Clerk to share information with the school re the goal posts).  
  Most of the work is ‘low  risk’.  Clerk to also ask Anglian Playgrounds to quote 
  for replacing the swing seats at the Butts.  Clerk to also ask Chris Wall to 
  quote for the re-seeding work and cutting back the bushes at the basketball 
  court at the Village Hall. 

  Following discussion and following the Chair’s recommendation, Cllr Roberts 
  proposed a new see-saw is purchased for the Butts area (at a cost of £3560) 
  and Cllr Peacock seconded.  All agreed – Cllr O’Regan to place order.  The 
  grant from SCDC would be used to cover some of the cost.  It was also  
  agreed to aim to precept for a roundabout next year, following all the  
  completed maintenance work that is about to commence.   

4. Other Matters 
a) Rectory Lane Road Sign 
It was agreed to give Cllr O’Regan and the Clark delegation on this item, to 
organise outside of the meeting.  Cllr Bates proposed, Cllr Webb seconded and 
all agreed. 

5. Date of Next Meeting 
The date of the next Finance Meeting would be 7:30pm on Tuesday 5th October 
2010 at St Mary’s Church (Dorothy Pluck Room). 
 
The meeting closed at 7:50pm 

************************************* 

The minutes were agreed and signed as a true and accurate record. 

Cllr O’Regan will need to appoint a new Vice-Chairman following the resignation of 
Mr Schonken.   

b)  UPDATE ON PLAY EQUIPMENT 
Cllr O’Regan reported the see-saw will be coming on the 4th October.  Clerk to 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
O’Regan 
(Clerk) 
 
 
Clerk 
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let the school know so as to avoid the Butts on that day as required.   

All the ROSPA repair work has now been completed.     

 c)  RECTORY LANE ROADSIGN 
 Cllr Eades confirmed the size and type of sign for the Clerk to order – saying 
Unsuitable for HGV’s – 50mm x height.  David Lines at CCC (Whittlesford) is the 
contact.  Cllr O’Regan happy for Clerk to order. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 

14. CORRESPONDENCE: 
Clerk to report areas for possible speeding checks (High St, London Rd / Pipers 
Close) and also to pass on information about parking from Mr Roskilly on the junction 
of Thriplow Road and the High Street (and let Mr Roskilly know). 
 
Clerk to report the badly timed flashing school signs to David Lines at CCC 
 
Clerk to report back to Mr Bearpark that measures have previously been taken to try 
to extend the 30mph zone further in the direction of Appleacre Park and this has not 
been successful. 
 
Clerk to seek 3 quotes for a tree consultant to assess the level of disease of the 
chestnut trees on the Butts. 
 
Clerk to report back to Jeannie Grisoni to say that in general advertising boards on 
the roadside aren’t allowed by SCDC (re Rosemary Conley Club request for VH 
signage) 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 

15. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly 
 

 

16. OTHER MATTERS: 
 
Cllr Bates reported that the Rural Payments Agency are taking a long time to get 
our registration number so we are looking for funding from Natural England from 
1st April 2011.  He has liaised with Mr Busby who is dealing with the paperwork on 
behalf of the PC.   
 
Horses are being walked around the Ryecroft Lane Estate and leaving their 
‘mark’.   Whilst annoying it’s not illegal.    
 
Cllr Bates reported a sign for Driving Lessons in Pipers Close.  There have been 
no complaints about it. 
 
Cllr O’Regan is unable to attend the PC meeting in October.  Cllr Webb and Cllr 
Peacock cannot make the Finance meeting on 5th Oct.  Cllr Wragg cannot make 
the November PC Meeting 
 
It was confirmed that the 4 new Councillors would sit on both Planning and 
Finance Committees for the time being. 
 
The next meeting will be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 19th October 2010 at the URC in 
Chapel Lane.  The meeting closed at 8:55pm 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 19TH OCTOBER 2010 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr J Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg, Mrs  
  J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr Tim Stone. 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr Bates, Cllr A Eades, Cllr O’Regan and Cllr Webb.  
Cards to be sent to Cllr Bates and Cllr O’Regan to wish them a speedy recovery. 

 

Clerk 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 21ST SEPTEMBER 2010: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING: 
There were no matters arising that were not covered in the agenda. 

 
 

5. UPDATE ON THE VILLAGE HALL: 
Cllr Roberts attended the Village Hall AGM.  They gave an update on the present 
financial situation and the books are balanced for this year due to their considerable 
fundraising efforts.  There are still a lot of things that the VH would like to be done, ie 
improvements to the building. 
 
Cllr Roberts reported that SCDC have now awarded grants for this year which will 
leave a potential maximum of £30,000 in the pot for next years’ applications and the 
maximum awarded is 35% of any application, which could be problematic for the VH.  
Mrs Goodfellow has been asked to let the PC know the total amount of money 
required for their wish-list of improvements and an order of priorities (Clerk to chase).  
The PC may be able to support them for a smaller item, given the restriction of SCDC 
only providing 35% of any project cost.   
 
The Clerk was asked to provide a copy of the deeds to Cllr Wragg for his 
consideration. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

6. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Stone gave the following report: 
 
“Big Society 
Tomorrow we hear more of where the axe will fall on local councils.  But the main 
item of interest until then is David Cameron’s continued insistence on The Big 
Society. Most people don’t seem to have much of an idea as to what it means and 
I’ve already been sent two surveys to ask my opinion.  I don’t think I replied to either. 

I’ve attended a conference of Cambridgeshire ACRE, where the Big Society themes 
seemed to be a right to build, a right to bid and a right to buy.  I’ve also attended a 
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helpful drop-in session at Great Shelford Library, where two county councillors were 
very pleasant but frankly didn’t know much more about the Big Society than I did. We 
shall see more when the Localism Bill is published later this month.  The mood at 
Cambridgeshire ACRE focused on the fact that all our volunteers are getting old and 
we needed more of them to get things done in our villages. 

One important question is the extent to which parish councils want to have things 
devolved to them. And if so, what. 

Flint Cross 
Now that the work at Flint Cross has been completed I have had a number of 
comments that it is very difficult to cross the A505 when trying to get to Royston. I’m 
not too sure what can be done about that – even if there is something which can be 
done – but I’d welcome your comments. 

Quango fire 
The government has announced its intention to scrap a very large number of 
quangos, ranging from the Aircraft and Shipbuilding Industries Arbitration Tribunal to 
the Disabled Persons’ Transport Advisory Committee.  More recognizable ones 
include Cycling England.  

At the same time the government has abolished National Indicators, which councils 
use to judge their performance against their peers and Local Area Agreements, which 
we were getting used to as local authorities try to join up some of their services. 

We shall see how many of these will have to be reinvented.  It may seem on 
reflection that quite a few valuable local babies have been thrown out with the 
national bath water.  But at least the cost of any replacement will be placed on local 
authorities rather than central government.  We have some experience of that trend 
locally with our streetlights.” 
 
 
Cllr Wragg mentioned that it seemed unnecessarily complicated having different 
speed limits on the A505 yet not restricting the Fowlmere to Royston section to 
50mph.  Cllr Stone mentioned that this had been looked at in the past but there were 
no grounds to change it. 
 
Cllr Bates will be unable to attend the Duxford Neighbours Meeting – Cllr Stone will 
kindly pass on his apologies. 
 
Cllr Stone to speak to Fowlmere resident Tony Deans regarding the issues of access 
from his property. 
 
The Clerk to chase SCD Highways regarding the mis-flashing school signs. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr Stone 

 
Cllr Stone 

 
Clerk 

7. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
a) AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN FOWLMERE UPDATE 

Cllr Roberts updated the meeting that two local residents had sought agreement with 
the Thriplow Triangle landowners to purchase a strip of land between themselves and 
the area to be developed for Affordable Housing.  The PC understands from the 
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Housing Association that the land owners are not wishing to sell any more land.  The 
PC is waiting to hear that a formal planning application has been made to SCDC 
regarding the site. 
 
Cllr Roberts has had some communication from SCDC regarding another Housing 
Association wishing to explore another site in Fowlmere.  Cllr Roberts told SCDC that 
she would speak to the Cllrs at the next PC Meeting and seek their opinion.  The site 
in question is the one in Long Lane, outside the village envelope.  Circle Anglia put 
this site to the PC as a possibility for development, and the PC felt that this site was 
less preferable to the one now chosen on the Thriplow Triangle.  The PC agreed that 
they would like to see one site developed as an Exception Site and as thus filled with 
only Fowlmere residents before looking to support an additional application.  Cllr 
Wragg added that the PC need to prove that the concept really works and phase 
these developments and this may take a year or so once houses are filled.  Another 
village survey might be an option to seek opinion. 
 
It was also mentioned that the infrastructure in the village ie the school, transport etc 
would be stretched to support a huge increase in the village.  The PC agreed that 
they have a long term plan and this site is not part of it at present.  All agreed that Cllr 
Roberts will go back to SCDC to say that the PC do not want to meet with a new 
Housing Association as we already have an application in process but to reiterate 
that the Parish Council is committed to providing affordable housing for Fowlmere 
residents. 
 

The meeting was then opened to members of the public and press 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Roberts 

8. BURIAL BOARD: 
The Clerk was asked to put up notices regarding daffodil planting following the 
donation of bulbs.   
 
The back door to the Chapel needs to be repaired and repainted (there is currently 
only an undercoat).  The Clerk to approach Fowlmere Joinery and Wetzl Construction 
to provide a quote.  
 
The Clerk to look for previous quotes regarding supporting the rear wall of the 
Chapel. 
   

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 

9. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
The Clerk reported that Gardencare had quoted £219 for undertaking maintenance / 
tidying work to areas in Ryecroft Lane and Jacksons Way.  Cllr Sunderland proposed 
the PC go ahead with the work.  Cllr Wragg seconded the proposal and all agreed.  
The Clerk to contact Gardencare. 
 
Cllr bates had pointed out that one of the benches in the Churchyard belongs to the 
Church, not the PC, so they shouldn’t progress with repair work.  The Clerk to let the 
PCC know the cost or repair for their consideration.  The Clerk to confirm which 
benches Gardencare are to repair. 
 
Regarding the diseased chestnut trees on the Butts, the Clerk had sought 3 quotes 
for providing a report on their condition and Acacia trees gave the most competitive 
quote.  Cllr Peacock proposed the PC go ahead with asking them to complete the 
report.  Cllrs Sunderland and Wragg seconded and all agreed.  The Clerk to contact 
Acacia and ask for a swift response. 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 

10. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES: 
a) NEW VICE CHAIRMAN 
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Cllr Wragg was voted in as Finance Vice Chairman at the last Finance 
Meeting.  The necessary paperwork was completed. 

b) MINUTES FROM 12TH OCTOBER 2010 

Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Finance and General 
Purposes Committee held in the Dorothy Pluck Room, St Mary’s Church, Fowlmere, 

Tuesday 12th October 2010 at 7:30pm. 

Present:     Cllr O’Regan (Chair), Cllr M Bates, Cllr D Roberts, Cllr M 
 Sunderland, Cllr N Webb, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright 
 (Clerk). 

1. Apologies for absence 
 Apologies were received from Cllr Peacock 

2. Minutes of previous meeting/Matters Arising 
The previous minutes of 27th July 2010 were agreed and will be signed at the 
next PC Meeting. 
 
The Clerk reported that the roadsign for Rectory Lane has been ordered and 
the flashing school signs have been reported as being badly timed but she 
has not received confirmation of either. 
 
Cllr O’Regan reported that the see-saw had been subject to a delay at the 
manufacturers and was to be delivered in the first week of November.  It was 
suggested a photo is sent to the local press to publicise it. 
 

3. New Vice Chairman 
Nominations were asked for Vice Chairman of Finance.  Cllr Roberts 
nominated Cllr Wragg and Cllr Webb seconded.  There were no further 
nominations and Cllr Wragg kindly accepted the post. 

4. Review of income and expenditure 
The Councillors were given an explanation of the accounts and there were no 
unexplained or unexpected items and they were within budget. 
 

5. Precept 
The Councillors discussed a possible budget for the 2011-2012 precept.  It 
was agreed that Councillors felt strongly that they didn’t wish to see the 
precept increase, other than in line with inflation but there are some potential 
new costs to consider namely tree work in the Moat and the Village Hall.  The 
proposed budget will be refined and brought to the next PC meeting.  The 
Clerk to check the submission date with SCDC. 

 
6. Trees, Grass and Hedges 

a) Repair of village benches 
Following a quote from Gardencare, it was agreed that they should 
be asked to carry out all repair work to the village benches and 
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then the PC can decide where to add or replace any new/donated 
benches.   
 

 The Clerk was asked to chase on progress re the diseased tree in 
 Dovehouse Close, noting the dead one had been removed. 
 
 

  It has been noted that the hedge in Ryecroft Lane, opposite the mouth 
  of John’s Close needs cutting back and tidying up.  The Clerk to ask 
  Gardencare to quote for the necessary work. 

  There is an overgrown area of pathway at the rear of Jacksons Way.  
  The Clerk to ask Gardencare to also quote for tidying this up. 

 It was suggested by Cllr Bates to mention to the contractor who cuts 
 the school field that they should also be including the verges on the 
 Butts. 
 
 The Chapel door barge-boards on both the front and rear doors need 
 replacing.  The Clerk to ask Fowlmere Joinery and Wetzl Construction 
 to quote for the repairs. 
 
 The Chapel also has some broken windows – the Chairman of 
 Finance to arrange a quick visit there to assess the damage and 
 possible repair work. 
 

7. Future Projects 
In previous meetings, there have been suggestions for a roundabout to be 
added to the play equipment on the Butts but in a difficult financial climate, 
this is not a priority.  Cllr Webb suggested putting together a working party for 
new play equipment and involve the school, playgroup etc 
 
There will also need to be work done on the Moat trees (although funding is 
being sought for this) and a potential contribution to village hall projects.   
 

8. Other Matters 
There were no other matters and the meeting closed at 8:40pm. 

9. Date of next meeting 
The date of the next Finance Meeting is to be Tuesday 11th January 2011 at 
7:30pm at the Church. 

************************************* 

The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record. 

c)  2011-2012 PRECEPT UPDATE  
In principal the PC have looked at the figures and will ratify it at the November 
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meeting.   

d) UPDATE ON PLAY EQUIPMENT 
The Clerk reported the see-saw will be coming in the first week of November.   

11. CORRESPONDENCE: 
There were no matters arising from the Correspondence List 
 

 
 

12. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly.  Cllr Roberts mentioned she would be 
unable to attend the Remembrance service in November and asked if Cllr Eades 
could attend as Vice-Chair.  The Clerk to report back with the exact timings. 
 
 

 
 
Clerk 

13. OTHER MATTERS: 
 
The meeting dates for 2011 were agreed. 
 
The Clerk suggested putting together a newsletter/update for the village and will 
start to put one together for Cllr’s comments. 
 
Cllr Roberts had a call from Pat Flynn regarding some white goods on the land in 
front of the houses in Jacksons Way (which belongs to the Jackson family).  As 
this is private land, Cllr Roberts said it is upon the landowner to seek to get things 
removed but she will check that with SCDC. 
 
Cllr Sunderland reported that there was evidence of damage and intruders at the 
chicken sheds towards Manor Farm.  The Clerk to speak to the PCSO about it, 
mentioning the landowners for them to get in contact. 
 
The next meeting will be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 16th November 2010 at the URC 
in Chapel Lane.  Cllr Wragg gave his apologies.   
 
The meeting closed at 9:10pm 

 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Roberts 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 16TH NOVEMBER 2010 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:    Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr A Eades, Cllr O’Regan, Cllr J Peacock,  
   Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr N Webb, Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr Tim Stone. 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr Bates and Cllr Wragg.   

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 19th OCTOBER 2010: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

a) Change of date for December meeting.   
All Cllr’s agreed to move the meeting to the week earlier – 14th December 
2010 as the 21st was very close to Christmas.  Clerk to check the URC is 
available for the meeting. 

 

 

 

Clerk 

4. MATTERS ARISING: 
Item 8 – Cllr Roberts reported that half of the bulbs were planted in the Cemetery.  
The Vicar at the URC would be very happy to organise planting on the Chapel Lane 
Triangle.  Clerk to take the bulbs to Mrs Shaw in Chapel Lane. 

 
Clerk 

5. UPDATE ON THE VILLAGE HALL: 
Cllr Roberts opened discussion on the VH wish list regarding items which need to be 
purchased for the full renovation of the VH.  SCDC will only give 35% towards any 
given project and a lot of the items on the list are dependent on other factors / 
involvement.  It is a very difficult situation but the PC can’t increase the precept by too 
much to fulfil their wishes but will still include a sum of money.  It was agreed that the 
VH committee members come along to a PC meeting in the New Year for further 
discussion (Clerk to invite to January 2011 meeting). 
 

a) Village Hall Representative 
This item is deferred until the next meeting when Cllr Bates and Cllr Wragg 
can attend. 
 

 

 

 

Clerk 

6. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Stone gave the following report: 
 
“Local Enterprise Partnership 
Last time I reported on the proposal to create a Local Enterprise Partnership covering 
businesses and local authorities in Cambridgeshire, Peterborough and Rutland.   Government 
has now agreed formation of the Greater Cambridge and Greater Peterborough Local 
Enterprise Partnership.  The Partnership now has to find a role in steering the area without 
stepping on the toes of democratically elected bodies.  The idea is that the LEP will take over 
the strategic role currently being played by the East of England Regional Development 
Agency, which is doomed. 
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At present there appears to be a great deal of politicking going on while people establish the 
pecking order. 
 
Meanwhile the High Court has ruled that the Communities Secretary Eric Pickles acted 
unlawfully by scrapping regional planning strategies, notably for us the Regional Spatial 
Strategy. 

The Secretary of State had tried to use existing legislation, designed to revoke Regional 
Strategies that had come into force, to terminate the whole of the Regional Strategy process. 
The Court held that the Secretary of State did not have the power to "...denude primary 
legislation, without having to seek the approval of Parliament for such a course..." The irony is 
that Pickles sought to bring to an end the Regional Strategies, which he is so keen to describe 
as undemocratic, in a way that totally ignored the proper democratic process for his own 
change. 

The Department has already confirmed that the new Localism Bill will deal with the abolition of 
Regional Strategies. In the interim, the planning system is in an uncomfortable and uncertain 
hiatus. Draft Regional Strategies must once again be a material consideration in planning 
decisions, even though planning officers may argue their weight should be limited as they are 
clearly destined never to come into force.  

The County’s planners are in a bit of a quandary.  All the more so because the East of 
England Regional Spatial Strategy had been agreed by all levels of government in the East of 
England and there is nothing to replace it.  We shall just have to await the Localism Bill and 
the Local Enterprise Partnership showing some leadership. Alex Plant, Chief Executive of 
Cambridgeshire Horizons, has the task of bringing the LEP into life. 

Addenbrooke’s Access Road 
The access road is causing a bit of anguish for users.  The road from the Shelford Road to 
Addenbrooke’s will serve the newly named settlement of Great Kneighton.   
 
The County has not handled information flows very well but has now produced a list of 
Frequently Asked Questions which I have passed to parish clerks across the Division. 
 
Streetlights 
The County has decided to put its streetlights into the hands of a Private Finance Initiative, 
thanks to seed money from the government.  The PFI will see lights maintained and replaced 
as necessary by an outside body. 
 
I have already notified parish councils of this development because it will mean that the 
County will no longer be maintaining parish council owned streetlights.  Parishes will shortly 
be getting a letter from the County outlining the options.  Parishes are expected to be able to 
opt into maintenance by the Private  Finance Initiative provider, who will also replace defective 
lamp standards at parish councils’ expense.  Parishes will have the option of either continuing 
to buy power from the County or, as at present, seek an alternative supplier. 
 
I understand that some parishes have already received a letter from a maintenance contractor 
seeking the maintenance job.  I would suggest that they might wish to await the County 
Council’s letter before taking any decisions. 
 
Parish Precepts 
It now appears that the Localism Bill will exempt Parishes from the proposed legislation which 
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would have constrained increases in precepts.  But it is likely that this will apply only to the 
year 2011/12. 
 
Some parish councils are planning quite high increases for next year so that they have a 
stronger base upon which to apply any future permitted increases. 
 
The Localism Bill is keenly awaited because, amongst other things, it will apparently allow 
councillors to be much more robust in championing pet projects without falling foul of rules on 
predisposition.  It will also allow councillors to lobby fellow councillors. You may have seen a 
particularly unfortunate case of this in the local papers.  Jury out on that one. 
 
School flashing lights 
I have been told that the wrongly phased school lights were adjusted last Friday. 
 
Duxford 
Imperial War Museum at Duxford – they gave their apologies for the delays during the last 
airshow.  Also 35 acres of nearby field suffered a fire due to a model aircraft crashing.  There 
is a development plan for the North side of the airport, this is in it’s infancy.  The American 
War Museum is being redeveloped and there is a plan for a hotel near Airspace 1.” 

Cllr Stone to be Item 2 on the agenda at the December meeting. 

The Clerk reported that a Fowlmere resident had complained about 6 new trees 
being planted at Burnaby on Thriplow Road, possibly obscuring visibility, on 
Highways land.  Cllr Stone to investigate. 

The wall on the corner of Rectory Land and the High Street has been knocked down 
again.  Cllr Roberts asked if Cllr Stone could hurry the ordered roadsign along in 
order to help prevent it happening again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Clerk) 

 

Cllr Stone 

 

Cllr Stone 

7. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

a) Minutes from 19th October and 2nd November 2010 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE 

ON 19TH OCTOBER 2010 AT 7:15PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr J Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L 
Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr Bates, Cllr A Eades, Cllr O’Regan and Cllr Webb 

IN ATTENDANCE Mr and Mrs Barrett 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before 
South Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh.   

2. S/1069/10/F – For information only – Permission Refused 
Extensions 
Warren Lodge, Fowlmere Road, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 

 

Ms Heidi Shelton  
 
The Council noted the decision 

 
3. S/1076/10/F – For information only – Permission Granted 

Extension 
3 New Farm Close, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts 
Mr Roger Care 
 
The Council noted the decision 

 
4. S/0964/10/F – For information only – Permission Granted 

Extension and Alteration 
Sparrows Lodge, Green Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts 
Mr and Mrs Ramsden 
 
The Council noted the decision 

 
5. S/1677/10 

Alterations and Extension 
Pennwood, Long Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts 
Mr James Barrett 
 
Cllr Roberts declared a personal interest due to living in Long Lane but not a 
prejudicial one as she doesn’t know the house or the owners. 
 
The PC has no objection to the application and therefore support it.  It is an 
improvement to the present building and will marry in with other properties in the area.  
The appearance from the road will also be more agreeable 

 
6. Other Matters and Updates  

There is an additional meeting planned for Tuesday 2nd November regarding the 
Pipers Close Affordable Housing amended application. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7:30pm 

 
*********************************** 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY’S CHURCH, 

FOWLMERE ON 2ND NOVEMBER 2010 AT 7:30PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr O’Regan, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr M 
Sunderland, Cllr N Webb, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr Bates 

IN ATTENDANCE Mr T Deans 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before 
South Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh.   
 
Cllr Roberts declared a personal and prejudicial interest for item 3. 

 
2. S/1236/10 – AMENDED APPLICATION 
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Nine Dwellings 
Land rear of Pipers Close, Off London Road, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts 
Mr Tony Squires, Chartism Housing Association  
 
The Council discussed the application and their response is as submitted previously 
in August, with the addition of the following: 
 
Fowlmere Parish Council will only deal with bone-fide Housing Associations, 
which this one does not appear to be and this amended application does not 
address any of the previous concerns raised by Fowlmere Parish Council which 
were as follows:   
 
Fowlmere Parish Council DO NOT support this planning application and give the 
following two major reasons: 

·     The area is (a) within Green Belt land, and (b) outside the village envelope, and so is 
contrary to national planning policy and the local planning authority's policy. 

·     The proposed access junction has major visibility issues and possible ownership 
issues over the actual access road. 
 
Other factors include: 

·     The applicant, to our knowledge, is not a registered Social Landlord. 
·     The design of the proposed dwellings is poor. 
·     Affected neighbours have previously raised concerns and objections to this 

development proposal, and one has made representations to the PC regarding 
possible flooding or subsidence if the access road was widened in the proposed 
location. We do not believe there is any local public support for this site. 
 
To conclude, Fowlmere Parish Council is also well ahead in negotiations with a 
Registered Social Landlord about another, more suitable site within Fowlmere and 
would not wish to support this proposal in London Road. 

 
 3. S/1712/10 
 Proposed Amendment of Access for Planning Permission S/2268/07/F – Change of 
 Use of Existing Building to B1 Industrial Use and Installation of Klargester 
 Deans Farm, Shepreth Road, Fowlmere, Royston, SG8 7TG 
 Mr T Deans 
 
 Cllr Roberts declared a personal and prejudicial interest in this item, due to Mr Deans 
 being a close neighbour and ex-colleague on the Parish Council and left the room for 
 the duration of the discussion and decision making.   
 
 Cllr Wragg proposed Cllr Peacock take the Chair, Cllr Sunderland seconded.  All 
 agreed and Cllr Peacock led the item. 

 If this application meets all SCDC Highways regulations, Fowlmere Parish Council 
 supports keeping the access where it currently is.  The PC would not wish to see any 
 mature hedges and trees removed and they see no advantage to moving the access 
 to a different location.   
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 The Parish Council do not object to the installation of a Klargester septic tank as 
 proposed. 

 Cllr Roberts returned to the meeting 

4.  Other Matters and Updates  
 A Vice Chair would need to be elected at the next full PC meeting on 16th November.  
 All Councillors to consider the position. 

 There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:05pm 
 

******************************************* 
 

b) AFFORDABLE HOUSING UPDATE IN FOWLMERE 
Circle Anglia have stated that their planning application fee has now been 
paid to SCDC so we can now assume the application will now progress.  They 
apologised for the delay.  Once an application has been received by the Clerk, 
SCDC will only let the near neighbours know about the application.  Cllr 
Roberts asked how the PC should approach letting the whole village know 
and it was agreed that we leaflet the whole village with the date of the 
planning meeting.  

 
c) VICE CHAIRMAN 

Cllr O’Regan proposed that Cllr Peacock become Vice-Chairman of Planning, 
Cllr Eades seconded.  All agreed.  Thanks were expressed to Cllr Peacock for 
accepting the role. 

 
d) POSSIBLE BROADBAND UPGRADE IN THE VILLAGE 

Cllr O’Regan and Cllr Sunderland didn’t think Fowlmere would be able to 
apply as it is too small a village and it isn’t possible to add two villages 
together.  Cllr O’Regan to put it onto the FPC web-site.  Clerk to get back to 
the Chairman of Thriplow PC with these concerns to see if it is worth 
progressing. 
 
The meeting was then opened to members of the public and press 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
O’Regan 
Clerk 
 

8. BURIAL BOARD: 
There have been two burials in the Cemetery this month from outside the village, Mr 
Halls of Newton and Mrs Arber of Saffron Walden.   
 
The PC have received a quote from Wetzl Construction for the work needed to the 
Chapel doors.  Fowlmere Joinery have declined to quote as it is not their line of work.  
Cllr O’Regan and Cllr Webb  to supply additional contacts so that three people have 
been approached for comparison quotes. 
   

 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
O’Regan & 
Cllr Webb 

9. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
A report has been received from Acacia trees re the work required to the trees on the 
Butts.  The Clerk to check with SCDC to see if they need to inspect the site first, in 
case there any have TPO’s.  (Clerk to send a holding e-mail to Acacia and go to two 
other firms for competitive quotes.) 
 
Cllr Roberts to look at area in Savile Way which may need some maintenance. 
 
Following a letter from a resident in Ryecroft Lane, Alan Jackson and Steve Jones 
regarding reducing a Field Maple at the rear of their property on PC land (the PC 
having previously given permission at his own expense), the PC agreed to give 

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Cllr 
Roberts 
 
 
Clerk 
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permission for sympathetic pruning, out of nesting season, and no more than a 25% 
reduction.  The Clerk to confirm in writing 
 
Steve Lester, resident in Savile Way has sent in information regarding the work he 
wishes to undertake in line with English Heritage to the trees in the Moat at the rear 
of his property.  The situation he describes for his property is fine but the PC were a 
little uncertain regarding the comments about a neighbour at number 10 so the Clerk 
has been asked to seek clarification and if necessary, ask her to contact the PC 
directly. 
 
Following a letter from Alan Jackson regarding an old resident of Fowlmere, the PC 
didn’t feel it very appropriate to contact their widow, as there are now mostly new 
people on the PC who didn’t know the person in question but they felt it would be 
more appropriate for Mr Jackson to express his wishes and send a card directly.  The 
Clerk to thank him. 
 
Gardencare is to be paid £40 for the removal of the tree branch blown down in the 
wind at the Cemetery.  Thanks to Mr Dean for removing it to the side of the road. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

10. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES: 
a)  2011-2012 PRECEPT UPDATE 
All agreed the proposed precept so far, but need to check on the street 
lighting issue as reported by Cllr Stone.   

b) UPDATE ON PLAY EQUIPMENT 
The Chairman reported the see-saw was now installed at the Butts.  It has 
been included on the insurance premium.   

It was suggested that the Clerk should be able to give the go-ahead for spending a 
small sum of money for emergencies ie paying for a tree blown down in the wind to 
be removed.  A suggestion of £200 was made and will be discussed at the next 
meeting. 
 

 
 
Clerk 

11. CORRESPONDENCE: 
There were no matters arising from the Correspondence List. 
 

 
 

12. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly.   

 
 

13. OTHER MATTERS: 
 
Cllr Roberts thanked Cllr Sunderland for presenting the wreath on behalf of the 
PC at the Remembrance Service. 
 
The next meeting will be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 14th December 2010 at the URC 
in Chapel Lane.  
 
The meeting closed at 9:00pm 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 14TH DECEMBER 2010 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:    Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr A Eades, Cllr O’Regan, Cllr N Webb, Cllr  
   L Wragg, Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr Tim Stone. 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr Bates, Cllr Peacock and Cllr Sunderland.   

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Stone gave the following report: 
 
“Bus subsidies 
As the County gets into budget setting it is trying desperately to save services to 
vulnerable members of society.  Everything else is being questioned. 
 
One area being examined is expenditure on bus subsidies.  The 31 costs a gross 
£96,304.10 this financial year.  That figure will be substantially reduced because the 
County receives all the fare income.  Last year that came to £22,620.91.  But we are 
still looking at a net cost of well over £70,000. 
 
The County hasn’t decided by how much it hopes to prune bus subsidies.  It could be 
a percentage or a total cut.  Because the 31 travels through such a large number of 
parishes it could be that the cost per parish of replacing the subsidy could at a stretch 
be affordable.  If this is solution adopted then there are a number of further questions:  
 
i How to divide the cost equitably amongst the parishes 
i What happens if a parish rejects the idea of giving any subsidy? 
i When does the County expect to change the subsidy regime? 
 
We shall soon know more about the County’s thinking after yesterday’s publication of 
the Localism Bill and details of the amounts local authorities are to receive from 
Westminster. 
We may then need to convene a meeting of the County, Meridian and the affected 
parishes to see where we go from here. 
 
Streetlights 
The County Council has now written to parishes about ex District Council streetlights.  
What they have failed to do is give an indication of the price of maintenance.  I raised 
this in Full Council last Tuesday but clearly the Cabinet member responsible hadn’t a 
clue. 
 
Talking to officers on the subject, it seems that the question is quite complicated.  
First of all the maintenance rules have changed and now has to include structural 
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testing (remember tombstone topple meters?).  Also the County says its own 
maintenance charges are based on the County’s marginal cost.  So any outside 
contractor is almost certain to be more expensive. 
 
It is unlikely that a definite set of figures will be available until March or April 2011. 
Meanwhile a meeting took place with Balfour Beatty in London and I have asked that 
the predicament of parish councils be brought to their attention 
 
Parish Precepts 
Parishes have received a communication from the County’s Chief Executive in which 
he drops a fairly heavy hint that parishes might like to take the opportunity to increase 
precepts to give them the opportunity to replace some of the County’s spending.  
Apparently the Localism Bill will still allow parishes to increase precepts without 
having to go to referendum.  In future years they may not have the same flexibility.  
Some parishes are apparently considering setting up a specific fund to allow them to 
implement some of the wish lists contained in parish plans. 
 
Traffic Regulation Orders 
Parishes are aware that the major cost of changing speed limits or creating white 
lines is in the regulations surrounding publishing Traffic Regulation Orders in local 
newspapers.  I thought that publishing on the County website combined with affected 
parishes posting details on parish noticeboards would achieve the same result at a 
much lower cost. 
 
I now discover that Cambridgeshire is already lobbying with other authorities for a 
change in rules, though as yet their deliberations have not produced a firm proposal.  
One difficulty is that there is expected to be no space for a parliamentary bill before 
2012 at the earliest. 
 
This could well be of interest to parish councils because as things stand it is highly 
likely that there will be a further reduction in the budget for Cambridgeshire Highways.  
The burden of financing road improvements is likely to fall increasingly on parish 
councils. 
 
Trees on the triangle 
Mike Cooper has met Mr Townend of Burnaby.  Mr Townend has agreed to move the 
two most prominent trees right back towards his boundary fence.  Indeed he may 
already have done so.  He has also agreed to maintain the trees to the satisfaction of 
County Highways and of the Parish Council. 
 
Mike Cooper has left it at that and will continue to monitor growth of the trees to 
ensure that they do not compromise safety on the highway.  
 
Melbourn Youth Club 
A meeting is to be held at Melbourn parish office at 10 am on 26th January to discuss 
the future of Melbourn Youth Club.  This is an “open access” youth club which has 
been very successful.  It has a number of members from Fowlmere. 
 
The County has decided that it can no longer support “open access” youth clubs, 
which offer facilities to all comers.  In future it will concentrate only on those regarded 
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as “vulnerable.”  Already Foxton, Meldreth and Shepreth Parish Councils have 
undertaken to help fund the youth club and I understand the subsidies range from 
£500 upward. 
 
The Royston and District Transport group have offered to use their minibuses to help 
get participants to and from the club. 
 
I very much hope that you will get an invitation to this event.  And if you think you 
would like to support the youth club, remember to include the amount in your precept. 
 
The Localism Bill and so on 
The Localism bill has now been published and the County and District Councils are 
going through the small print to discover exactly what money they will be getting and 
what they can do with it.  It looks as if the expected savings of 16% are about right, 
though there are all kinds of little bits like Integrated Transport Grant and a road 
maintenance grant which need to be taken into account. 
 
The Community Infrastructure Levy and the New Homes Bonus may have some 
effect in a fast growing county like Cambridgeshire.  At least it would be fast growing 
if anyone built houses to satisfy demand.  The County is concerned that the New 
Homes Bonus is expected to be divided 80% to District Councils and 20% to County 
Councils.  This is raising hackles because it is road infrastructure, schools and so on 
which cost a lot of money.  Collecting waste and planning by contrast costs much 
less.  The County’s concerns are that money will be spent on “nice to have” things 
rather than essential things. 
 
It is likely that the County will propose that rather than set councils against each 
other, the better way would be to decide what is needed locally – and that would 
include input from parish councils – and then spend the money accordingly. 
 
It is also a bit odd that the electorate is filling the blogosphere with negative feedback, 
when only seven months ago they predominantly elected Tories who made no secret 
of wanting to implement The Big Society.” 
 
Cllr Roberts asked about the Guided Busway but there is no apparent end to the 
situation. 
 
Regarding parking on the Thriplow Triangle, there is a large white van parked and 
other cars right up to the edge of the junction at the give way.  Cllr Stone to lead the 
PC down the path of getting yellow lines put in at that junction.  David Lines from 
SCDC to contact the Clerk regarding starting the process. 

Cllr Roberts thanked Cllr Stone for attending all the meetings and for all his help and 
support throughout the year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr Stone 

4. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 16TH NOVEMBER 2010: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

5. MATTERS ARISING: 
There were no matters arising not covered in the agenda. 

 
 



4 

 

6. UPDATE ON THE VILLAGE HALL: 
a) Village Hall Representative 

Clerk to seek clarification on what the trustees responsibilities are regarding 
the VH committee as long as duties are not neglected.  The Clerk to go 
CPALC as the first port of call and keep the VH posted on the delay in getting 
back to them re a representative. 
 

 

 

Clerk 

7. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

a) Minutes from 16th November 2010 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE 

ON 16TH NOVEMBER 2010 AT 7:15PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr A Eades, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr O Regan, 
Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr N Webb and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr Bates, Cllr L Wragg 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before 
South Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh.  
 
Cllr Roberts declared a personal and prejudicial interest for items 3 and 4.  Regarding 
item 3, Cllr Roberts was a colleague with Mr Newby on the Parish Council until fairly 
recently and regarding item 4, Cllr Roberts’ husband is employed in a swimming pool 
construction business. 

2. S/1074/10/F – For information only – Permission granted 
Extension 
7 Savile Way, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts, SG8 7TU 
Mr Simon Brearley  
 
The Council noted the decision  
 

3. S/1781/10 
External Staircase 
Ballacraine, Top Close, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts, SG8 7SP 
Mr Andrew Newby 
 
Cllr Roberts left the room at 19:17. 
 
Cllr Webb nominated Cllr Peacock to take over as Vice Chair of Planning and Cllr 
Eades seconded.  All agreed.   
 
The Parish Council has no objections to this application as it provides more privacy 
for the bordering neighbours and makes the staircase safer in adverse weather 
conditions.  
 

4. S/1655/10 
Construction of Outdoor Swimming Pool, with Paved Surround and 1m Brick Screen 
Wall 
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Fowlmere House, High Street, Fowlmere, Royston, SG8 7SU 
Dr George Follows 
 
The Parish Council has no objections to the application as it is not too near to a 
bordering property and is not raised above ground, other than the 1m screening wall.  
 
Cllr Roberts returned to the meeting at 19:25pm 
 

5. C/11/17/029/01 
Tree Preservation Order 
3 Butts View, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts, SG8 7SY 
Mrs Scrimshaw 
 
The Parish Council’s view is that if the SCDC tree officers see that the report provided 
is correct, then the Parish Council would follow their guidance.  
 

6. Other Matters and Updates  
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7:28pm 

 
*********************************** 

 
b) AFFORDABLE HOUSING UPDATE IN FOWLMERE 

As mentioned in Planning Meeting, the Clerk to speak to Darren Blake from 
Circle Anglia regarding an update and strongly suggest he chase the planning 
fees and then SCDC if the fees have been paid as we are letting the villagers 
expectations down. 

 
c) POSSIBLE BROADBAND UPGRADE IN THE VILLAGE 

Clerk to ask the PC Chairman from Thriplow for an update. 
 
The meeting was then opened to members of the public and press 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 

8. BURIAL BOARD: 
It was agreed that people should be kindly asked to remove any wreaths from the 
Cemetery after Christmas as they have metal in so can’t be put in the cemetery bin.  
Clerk to put up a poster to please put them in their own blue bins, in order to maintain 
the appearance of the cemetery. 
 
It was agreed to hold a meeting of the Burial Board soon in 2011. 

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
(Clerk) 

9. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
Gardencare have pruned the hedges opposite John’s Close but it has made more 
work apparent.  Clerk to ask Gardencare to quote for the work but if the work is 
undertaken it would be a one-off and not an annual work as Cllr Wragg has said the 
local residents have offered to maintain the work if it brought to a minimal level.  Cllr 
Roberts to view. 
 
The dead trees in Dovehouse Close have now been removed by SCDC. 
 
Clerk to ask Cllr Bates regarding the screen of trees on the Ryecroft Lane edge of the 
Moat which were scheduled for removal / thinning. 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk, Cllr 
Bates 
 

10. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES: 
a)  2011-2012 PRECEPT UPDATE 
Cllr Roberts proposed the 2010-2011 Precept, Cllr Eades seconded and all 
agreed.  The Clerk to send off to SCDC   

 
 
Clerk 
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b) EMERGENCY SPEND ALLOWANCE FOR CLERK 
The PC agreed that this is only in the event of an emergency when the Clerk 
can’t get hold of any PC members and has to pay for something.  A limit of 
£200 was set and would be immediately reimbursed by the PC. 

It was noted that the Over 60’s club would need to approach the PC regarding any 
future donations to their Christmas lunch, in order to formalise where the money is 
paid to - it will need to be paid into a formal bank account, not a personal account and 
have a transparent audit trail.  

11. CORRESPONDENCE: 
There were no matters arising from the Correspondence List. 
 

 
 

12. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly.   

 
 

13. OTHER MATTERS: 
 
The next meeting will be a Finance Meeting at 7:00pm on Tuesday 18th January 
2011, followed by the main PC meeting at 7:30pm on the same day at the URC in 
Chapel Lane.  
 
The meeting closed at 8:40pm 
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