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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 18TH JANUARY 2011 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:    Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr M Bates, Cllr O’Regan, Cllr    
   M Sunderland, Cllr N Webb, Cllr L Wragg, Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs Tamsin Goodfellow 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr Eades and Cllr Peacock 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Stone was unable to attend the meeting. 

 

4. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 14TH DECEMBER 2010: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

5. MATTERS ARISING: 
There were no matters arising not covered in the agenda. 

 
 

6. UPDATE ON THE VILLAGE HALL: 
a) Village Hall Representative 

Cllr Roberts thanked Mrs Tamsin Goodfellow, Chairman of the Village Hall, for 
coming to the PC meeting in order to update the Parish Council on progress.  
Mrs Goodfellow reported that the fundraising for the VH has been fantastic 
and bookings are up.  The Farmer’s Markets have been very successful too 
and are increasing footfall.  The price review probably won’t result in too much 
of an increase as they have to remain competitive.  Cllr Bates is putting in a 
bid to Awards for All for a new boiler (2 years have elapsed since the last 
application so they can now apply again – it has to be less than £25,000).  
There is a wish list and other potential sources of money (including possible 
funding from SCDC), so this is being worked upon.  The Village Hall would 
also look to the Parish Council for any donations 
 
Cllr Wragg asked if ‘Warm Front’ could be a source of money but Cllr Webb 

advised that this would not be the case as only applies to domestic properties. 
 
Cllr Roberts asked if Mrs Goodfellow had confidence that the fundraising could 
continue as such a great momentum.  Mrs Goodfellow said she has challenged 
the committee, asking that question and she has every confidence in their 
continuing.  It also helps that the fundraising team are a different group of 
people than that on the VH Management Team and the village should be very 
grateful to their continuing fundraising efforts. 
 
Cllr Roberts advised Mrs Goodfellow  that the PC has submitted their precept 

request and there is some money built in for potential support for the Village 
Hall.  The PC should be able to help on a smaller project, for example towards 
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the insulation.  The PC would need a proper tendering process and is also 
aware that an amount of money could be used to attract further funding within 
a bid for something else if necessary. 
 
Cllr Bates said the VH will need to wait for the go-ahead from any grants etc 

before commencing a project to avoid any problems.. 
 
Cllr Roberts thanked Mrs Goodfellow for coming along.   
 
Cllr Bates proposed Cllr Wragg as the representative from the PC on the VH 
committee.  Cllr Roberts seconded.  There were no further nominations and 
Cllr Wragg was duly elected.  Cllr Wragg would be happy to be appointed until 
the next PC election in the first instance. 

 
7. PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 
a) Minutes from 14th December 2010 and 11th January 2011 

 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 

COMMITTEE HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE 
ON 14TH DECEMBER 2010 AT 7:15PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr A Eades, Cllr O Regan, Cllr N Webb, Cllr L 
Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr Bates, Cllr Peacock and Cllr Sunderland 

IN ATTENDANCE None 

 
Declarations of interest (if any) 

 

1. Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before 
South Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh.   

2. C/11/40/029 
Application to undertake works situated within a Conservation Area 
Glebe Cottage, Rectory Lane, Fowlmere 
Mrs Mercer 

This application is not very clear, therefore the Parish Council would refer to the 
opinion of the Planning Officers at SCDC for their recommendations. 

3. S/1655/10 – For information only – Amended Plans 
Construction of Outdoor Swimming Pool, with Paved Surround and 1m Brick Screen 
Wall 
Fowlmere House, High Street, Fowlmere, Royston, SG8 7SU 
Dr George Follows 
 
The Council noted the amended plans 
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4. S/1781/10 – For information only – Permission Granted 

External Staircase 
Ballacraine, Top Close, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts, SG8 7SP 
Mr Andrew Newby 
 
The Council noted the decision 

 
5. S/2268/07/F – For information only - Permission Granted 

Change of Use of Existing Building to B1 Industrial Use and Installation of Klargester 
Deans Farm, Shepreth Road, Fowlmere 
Mr T Deans 
 
The Council noted the decision.    

 
6. Other Matters and Updates  

Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
We have had a refusal notice regarding the Housing Application for Piper’s Close, 
London Road.  Clerk to e-mail to all.  This will formally go on the next Planning 
Agenda. 
 
Guidance on Rural Affordable Housing and Developing an Exception Site (from 
SCDC).  Clerk to circulate information via e-mail 
 
Contact Circle Anglia to confirm if the application fee has been paid and if so, please 
can he chase the Planning Dept at SCDC as a matter of urgency 
 

****************** 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARYS CHURCH, 

FOWLMERE ON 11TH JANUARY 2011 AT 7:30PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr M Bates, Cllr A Eades, Cllr O Regan, Cllr J 
Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr N Webb 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before 
South Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh.   

 
2. S/2027/10 – For information only – Permission Granted 

Extensions 
Warren Lodge, Fowlmere Road, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts, SG8 6EZ 
Ms Heidi Shelton 
 
The Council noted the decision 

 
3. S/1655/10 – For information only – Permission Granted 

Construction of Outdoor Swimming Pool, with Paved Surround and 1m Brick Screen 
Wall 
Fowlmere House, High Street, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts, SG8 7SU 
Dr George Follows 
 
The Council noted the decision 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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4. S/1236/10/O – For information only - Permission Refused 

Nine Dwellings 
Land rear of Pipers Close, Off London Road, Fowlmere 
Mr Tony Squires, Chartism Housing Society 
 
The Council noted the decision 

 
5. S/2116/10 

First Floor Extension, including raising of the ridge height 
Ion Science, The Way, Fowlmere, Royston, SG8 7UJ 
Ion Science 
 
The Parish Council have no objections as this will not impinge on any neighbouring 
properties and the design is in keeping with the surrounding area.  There are positive 
aspects such as the trouble taken to minimise the roofline and also to provide 
additional local employment 

 
6. Other Matters and Updates  

Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
 
The Clerk reported about a telephone call from Michael Hendry at Bidwells about a 
client he is representing with an acre and a half piece of land off the Chrishall Road 
which he wishes to sell off as private self-build plots and he wanted to discuss this 
with the PC.  The Parish Council feel the approach is wholly inappropriate because 
the site is outside of the village envelope and outside of SCDC current planning 
policy.  The Clerk to draft a response to clear with the Councillors before sending. 
 
Regarding the Thriplow Triangle development, the PC have heard verbally that the 
planning fee has now been paid and the application submitted to SCDC.  The Clerk to 
draft a short note updating the local residents and then once we know formally, to 
organise a leaflet drop for the whole village, with the date of the planning meeting. 
 
Cllr Eades will look at the proposed ‘Unsuitable for HGV’s’ signage for the entrance to 
Rectory Lane in a little more detail. 
 
The meeting closed at 8:15pm    

 
*********************************** 

 
b) AFFORDABLE HOUSING UPDATE IN FOWLMERE 

The planning application has been formally submitted to SCDC and all 
Councillors have delivered the leaflets to all residents in the village concerning 
the planning meeting on the 1st February 2011. 
 
The meeting was then opened to members of the public and press 
 

8. BURIAL BOARD: 
The Clerk read out a letter of complaint from Mrs Iverna Moss concerning a memorial 
stone in the Cemetery.  The Council agreed that it may not be to everyone’s taste but 
we have to respect everyone’s wishes and assess each application individually, trying 
to accommodate individual grief. It looks quite ‘new’ at present but it will weather.  
The PC were not forced to make a quick decision and were never under any pressure 
from the widow concerned.  The Clerk to thank Mrs Moss for her letter and explain 
that the PC aim to be open-minded and unbiased, to allow individual families to have 
what they feel happy with, within reason. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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The PC agreed a date for the next Burial Board Meeting of 7:00pm on Tuesday 15th 
March 2011. 
 

9. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
Cllr Bates updated the PC on the Round Moat.  He met with Natural England and 
English Heritage and went through the possibilities regarding finance.  On the edge of 
the moat there is a small triangle of land which has had to be revised on the maps, 
once this has been sorted out, Cllr Bates will be sent revised application papers 
although he has been advised the PC are unlikely to receive any funding in the 
present financial year.  The PC should be in with a fair chance of obtaining finance 
within the next financial year though.  Cllr Roberts thanked Cllr Bates for his 
continuing efforts with this ongoing project. 
 

 
 

10. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES: 
Following the earlier Finance Meeting, there was nothing additional for this meeting. 

 
 
 
 

11. CORRESPONDENCE: 
The Clerk reported an e-mail from the residents at Perks Close, Chapel Lane, 
regarding building a second property in their garden, seeking advice from the PC as 
to design etc.  The PC should not take part in any such discussions and Mrs 
Mackenzie should speak to the Planning Officers at SCDC, especially considering the 
house is listed and has a protected frontage.  SCDC can also advice accurately on 
the policies connected with the dwelling of that age and type and also its curtilage, 
which has certain protections.  Pre application discussions are legitimate but need to 
have SCDC representation.  The Clerk to reply back to Mrs Mackenzie 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 

12. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly.   
 

 
 

13. OTHER MATTERS: 
 
The Clerk to speak to SCDC again about the mis-timed school signs 
 
Cllr Bates requested shovels for the salt bins but it was suggested that they would be 
stolen so the PC would not progress their purchase. 

 
It was noted that some salt bins need refilling so the Clerk to request that with CCC 
Highways. 

 
Cllr Bates reported that he had had a complaint from a resident in Westfield Road that 
other Westfield Road residents are using the school car park on Top Close for 
parking overnight, which is on County Council land and someone has removed some 
overgrown tree branches that ought not to have been removed.  He will mention this 
to Cllr Stone although it would appear that nothing need to done regarding the 
parking as there have been no complaints from the school. 
 
There will be a Planning Meeting at 7;30pm on Tuesday 1st February 2011 in the 
School Room, URC, Chapel Lane. 
 
The next PC Meeting will be moved to a revised date of Tuesday 8th February 2011 at 
7:30pm at the URC in Chapel Lane.  
 
The meeting closed at 8:50pm 
 

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Bates 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 8TH FEBRUARY 2011 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:    Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr M Bates, Cllr O’Regan, Cllr  J Peacock,  
   Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr Stone, Mr Townend, Mr Roskilly 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr Eades, Cllr Sunderland, Cllr Webb and Cllr Wragg 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 18TH JANUARY 2011: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING: 
There were no matters arising not covered in the agenda. 

 
 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Stone gave the following report 

“County Budget 
The County is to vote on its 2011/12 budget on 15th February.  With increasing 
demands for social services and sharply reduced funding from Westminster there are 
bound to be serious cuts.  Fowlmere will be particularly affected with a cut to bus 
subsidies. 
 
Cambridgeshire County Council intends to phase out all bus subsidies (£2.7M) 
completely over the next four years, starting with cuts of approximately 25% in year 
one.  For Whittlesford this affects the 31 route, which benefits from an annual subsidy 
of £87,860.  As yet we do not know when this service will lose its subsidy.  But for the 
cuts to phase in without a massive application of the brakes at the end of the year it 
will be necessary to start cutting early. 
 
We shall therefore have to start thinking as soon as possible about what can be done 
to rescue public transport for those residents who rely on it.  I have therefore 
arranged a meeting at 10.30 am on Wednesday 9th March at Whittlesford Highways 
depot to talk about what is likely to happen and the possible solutions.  All six of the 
affected parish councils in the Duxford Division are invited.  Paul Nelson from the 
County will be there as will Cambridgeshire ACRE.  I am negotiating to get someone 
from Stagecoach and possibly someone who understands local transport options.  
The Imperial War Museum has also expressed an interest.  
 
Other areas which are affected include roads, where the maintenance budget is 
being cut and the roads are expected to deteriorate still further.  Mike Cooper still 
does his best to have potholes mended.  The libraries in Sawston and Great Shelford 
are on a list of those where volunteers will be looked for to keep services open.  This 
is all going to be a great test of the concept of the Big Society 
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The Liberal Democrats have proposed an alternative budget, which as usual, goes 
through a scrutiny process to ensure that it makes sense.  But if history is anything to 
go by the proposals will not stand a chance of success. 
 
Street Lights 
The county has been very slow in letting parish councils know about the introduction 
of the streetlight Private Finance Initiative.  I have written to all parish councils about 
the options and Mike Parker, Parish Clerk at Duxford has proposed details of what 
appears to be a cheaper alternative to the maintenance contract which Balfour 
Beattie is offering. 
 
Planning 
I have received a number of messages about the proposal to build on the Thriplow 
Road Triangle.  Most have been against.  As Planning is a District Council matter I 
have responded only on those matters which the County will comment on as statutory 
consultee.  David Lines and I had a look at the site and it seems that the County will 
want an extension of the 30 mph limit and possibly a footway to connect the site to 
the Thriplow Road footway. 

At the same time we had a look at the Lynch Lane parking problem.  David Lines 
considers that the answer will be double yellow lines on each side of the approach to 
Lynch Lane.  The cost would be in the region of £600 or so and he would like to hear 
from the parish council if that solution is acceptable.  He is also apparently still in 
negotiations about the sign at the end of Rectory Lane.” 
 
Cllr Roberts asked Cllr Stone if there would need to be additional money spent on 
legal issues surrounding yellow-lines?  Cllr Stone said no, the County now puts 
together adverts in local press, which used to account for the high advertising costs 
of traffic orders, so they are now greatly reduced.  David Lines needs local residents 
to be surveyed to make sure that yellow lines are acceptable.  Clerk to organise 
 
Cllr Roberts said the Parish couldn’t contribute to boosting bus subsidies but perhaps 
a village volunteer group needs to be set up?  Cllr Stone said the contract withdrawal 
will be a long drawn out process and has a meeting in March for discussing other 
viable options but there are no details yet.   
 
Cllr Roberts said that the Mill Road potholes are terrible and whilst the Clerk has 
reported them to CCC, please could Cllr Stone also chase progress. 
 
Cllr Roberts informed Cllr Stone that lots of e-mails have come in expressing positive 
views regarding the Thriplow Triangle as well as some of the negative ones he has 
received.  Cllr Roberts wanted Cllr Stone to understand that the PC believe very 
truthfully that they have been very open with people about the process and the work 
to consult residents has been considerable and exhaustive.  There have been many 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr Stone 
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opportunities, at every meeting, special meetings, open sessions etc, for people to 
find out more, ask questions and raise concerns.  Cllr Roberts said she took 
exception to unwarranted criticism saying that the PC has deliberately misled the 
public over any aspect of this application for Affordable Housing.  Cllr Stone duly 
noted this. 
 
Regarding the Village Hall, Cllr Bates said the signs to the Village Hall are inadequate 
and the VH Committee will be writing to Cllr Stone to see if further signage can be 
arranged. 

Cllr Roberts gave a copy of a proposed to road layout change regarding the Thriplow 
Road and Cambridge Road junction from a local resident, Kevin Steinhardt, asking 
Cllr Stone to show it to his colleagues at the Highways Dept CCC.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr Stone 

6. UPDATE ON THE VILLAGE HALL: 
Cllr Wragg attended his first meeting and is pursuing applications for grants, for 
several items such as replacement windows, new boiler, insulation etc.   

 

 

7. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 

a) Minutes from 1st February 2011 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE CHAPEL AND THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL 

LANE, FOWLMERE ON 1ST FEBRUARY 2011 AT 7:30PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr M Bates, Cllr A Eades, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr 
M Sunderland, Cllr N Webb, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr E O’Regan 

IN ATTENDANCE: Estimated 60 residents of Fowlmere 

Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District 
Council she will approach any new information afresh.  There were no additional declarations 
of interest 

2. S/2247/10  
Change of Use from Office (B1) to Residential Dwelling (C3) 
Graphic House, High Street, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts, SG8 7SU 
Mr John Clark, Ryecroft Data 

Cllr Wragg proposed and Cllr Bates seconded the proposal for recommendation and all 
agreed.  The Parish Council recommended approval for this application and were pleased to 
see a reversal back to a domestic dwelling. 
 
3. S/1487/10 
Ten Affordable Dwellings 
Land Adjacent to 4 Cambridge Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7QN 
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Mr Darren Blake, Circle Anglia Ltd  
 
Cllr Roberts proposed a recess of about 10 minutes to allow members of the public time to 
view the plans which were in the adjacent hall.  When all members of the public returned, Cllr 
Roberts introduced the application and explained the background and progress to date. 
 
Cllr Roberts then read out all documentation received so far from members of the public 
regarding the application, both positive and negative. 
 
The meeting was then opened to the public and ample opportunity was given for questions to 
be asked and comments to be made.  Mr Neil Roskilly, Fowlmere Resident, wished to have it 
minuted that he objected to a 20 minute time limit set for this part of this meeting.  Cllr Roberts 
explained that would be a minimum timeframe and in fact this part of the meeting ran for well 
over an hour.  The meeting was then closed at 9:15pm although members of the public were 
welcome to stay and listen to the deliberations of the Parish Council. 
 
Any issues raised were then addressed in the deliberations which followed by Council 
members and the following recommendation was made and submitted to South 
Cambridgeshire District Council. 
 
Cllr Bates proposed and Cllr Peacock seconded that Fowlmere Parish Council support 
this application with the following conditions as stated.  All Councillors were in 
agreement 
 
Fowlmere Parish Council support the application made by Circle Anglia concerning land 
adjacent to 4 Cambridge Road but wish to see the following conditions met: 
 
Exception Site - There needs to be a clear understanding that this is an ‘Exception Site,’ the 
definition of which needs to be adhered to regarding the continuing nomination rights for 
Fowlmere residents and this must be in perpetuity. 
 
Hedging – The hedging bordering Thriplow Road should be continuous, with no gaps for 
pedestrian access (and for putting bins out).  All hedging should be maintained with minimum, 
sympathetic pruning, to tidy and revitalise it.   
 
Parking – The proposed parking needs to be looked at again as the number of allocated 
parking spaces is inadequate and the layout (tandem spaces) will lead to under-usage.  The 
perception otherwise is that parking will then overflow onto the Cambridge and Thriplow 
Roads which is undesirable.  Further additional parking spaces need to be created. 
 
Footpaths – Provision for a footpath should be made within the application, along Cambridge 
Road as this is an important through road in the village with fast moving traffic.  The 
development will presumably be home to families with young children and it would be 
negligent not to include adequate footpaths into the village. 
 
Speeding – An extension to the 30mph speed limit of the village would need to be made to 
accommodate the vehicular entrance to the development and ideally traffic calming measures 
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would be very well received. This is especially important given there are two vehicular access 
points on Cambridge Road.    
 
Design – The Council approve of the design and feel it is sympathetic and in keeping with the 
rest of the village.  The Parish Council also approves of the look of the staggered terraced 
design bordering Thriplow Road.   
 
Lighting – The lighting must be appropriate to the surrounding area, with a zero light spill.  
The use of ‘hoods’ or low level lighting could help to achieve this. 
 
Wildlife – The Parish Council wish to see a condition that there are plenty of bat and bird 
boxes and also invertebrate habitats included on-site as this would support the local wildlife 
(bird boxes would need to be large enough to house barn owls) and this would help to raise 
the ecological score credits for the development. 
 
Heating – It should be noted that there is no mains gas in Fowlmere.  It is a recommendation 
that further investigation is made into group, sustainable heating options, making the 
development more ecological, whilst keeping running and maintenance costs down for the 
residents. 
 
Solar Panels – The Parish Council understands this is only an option at this stage but they 
would like to see further investigation into integrated ‘green’ systems, such as the harvesting 
of grey water, in order to decrease surface run-off. 
 
Bins - Regarding the issue of bins, the Parish Council suggest a shelter is constructed to 
house the bins where pedestrian access to the Thriplow Road will hopefully be restricted.  
There is ample room for refuse collectors to turn their vehicle in the proposed cul-de-sac, so 
all bins should be collected from there. 
 
Other Matters and Updates  
There being no other matters, the meeting closed at 10:00pm    
 
Cllr Roberts reported that the decision to SCDC has been displayed on the 
Noticeboard.  The whole set of minutes can now been displayed in their entirety.  All 
agreed and the minutes were duly signed as a true record. 

******************************************* 
b) AFFORDABLE HOUSING UPDATE IN FOWLMERE 

Cllr Roberts reported that the PC have a lot of e-mails, letters and a petition 
regarding the Thriplow Triangle, both for and against.  Two letters were from 
Mr Rushton, resident in Thriplow Road and Cllr Roberts read these out where 
he suggested several sites to be available in the village for development.  Cllr 
Roberts said that none of these were within the village envelope.  
  
Cllr Bates added that the land around Lanacre is outside of the village 
envelope and whilst Mr Rogers was fortunate to have been able to develop 
his own property he was unlikely to achieve any further development on his 
land.  Mr Glascott’s land had been discussed in the process but the decision 
was taken to proceed with the Thriplow Triangle site so was not progressed 
as an option at that stage.  The Sheldrick family have not attempted to 
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advance any development within their land, which is again outside of the 
village framework and is classed an important countryside frontage.  SCDC 
have previously stated that they would not develop land there.  Cassander 
Close was the last piece of land within the village.  The only large gardens are 
in Chapel Lane and are again classed protected village amenity land so there 
is nothing to be progressed there.  Mr Ruston’s points do not hold any validity 
and it’s very late in the day to be raising such objections when the PC has 
consulted the villagers many times over the 2-3 years leading up to the 
present date. 
 
The meeting was then opened to members of the public and press 
 
Mr Townend made a comment about the parking problem on Thriplow Road 
and Cambridge Road, which is a real issue to him, being a close resident.  He 
asked how far the yellow lines might extend as he’s concerned it will just 
move the problem further up and would welcome input into the final decision 
on the length of the yellow lines.  He also added that if the Thriplow Triangle 
development goes ahead then the problem could extend onto the Cambridge 
Road too.   
 
Cllr Roberts reported how the local police had visited and viewed the problem 
parking but they cannot take any action unless there are yellow lines and as 
Cllr Stone had advised, the PC would fully consult the near neighbours 
regarding the yellow lines and welcome their input.  Cllr Bates said CCC 
Highways would advise on the best length and concept as being the most 
appropriate.   
 
Regarding the Thriplow Triangle, Mr Townend asked if there are any planned 
disabled parking spaces as he believes 5% need to be, which might further 
acerbate the parking problem if spaces on the site now need to also include 
these spaces.  The Councillors couldn’t recall any disabled spaces on the 
plans either but advised Mr Townend that SCDC planners would be aware of 
the relevant legislation and make sure it was adhered to.  Mr Townend 
stressed how dangerous the blind corner is, with very inconsiderate parking 
by only a couple of irresponsible people. 
 
Mr Roskilly said the PC were wrong to dismiss Mr Rushton’s letters and 
suggested that the PC start conversations now with the other landowners.  
Cllr Roberts said the PC is not dismissing the letters but the land is not village 
land and the current application is under way now.  The PC have had 
conversations about other parcels of land in previous years and feedback 
from SCDC has not proved fruitful.  Cllr Roberts said that this application is 
now going forward and a decision will be made accordingly by SCDC. 
 
Mr Roskilly said he believed that Circle Anglia is to offer a 5m buffer of land to 
the existing, bordering residents at an increased price which he thought 
unreasonable.  Cllr Roberts reminded Mr Roskilly that the PC have had no 
dealings in the sale of the land and this is not something the PC were aware 
of and questioned Mr Roskilly on where he had heard that information.  Cllr 
Roberts said that if the application goes through, it is still outside the village 
envelope and bordering land cannot be developed against planning policy. 
 
Mr Roskilly still believes that further land will be sold. Cllr Roberts said that the 
PC simply cannot comment on a situation they know nothing about.  They 
would not wish to see the rest of the triangle developed and reiterated that 
any landowner with land outside the envelope can apply for land to be 
considered to be taken within the envelope at any time with a view to 
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development.  Mr Townend asked if this issue could be added to the SCDC 
application response, Cllr Roberts said that the PC will take that into 
consideration. 
 
Mr Roskilly said that he doesn’t feel that the planning process has been open 
and referred back to a previous conversation at a previous meeting.  Cllr 
Roberts once again repeated that the PC had been diligent about their 
consultation. 
 
Mr Roskilly said he believes that it contravenes policy to build there.  Cllr 
Roberts repeated that SCDC planning officers will ensure that a development 
does not breach any policies and they will judge it accordingly.  The Officers 
are very well versed in policies and are the experts.  Cllr Roberts informed Mr 
Roskilly of the process at SCDC regarding how an application is assessed. 
 
Mr Roskilly then asked if Cllr Roberts knows of any Parish Councillors who 
had friends or family on the waiting list at SCDC for one of the proposed 
Affordable Houses on the Thriplow Triangle?  Cllr Roberts said the list at 
SCDC is not a public document and whilst knowing anecdotally of some 
residents who are expressing an interest in the homes, as a district councillor, 
Cllr Roberts has no part in obtaining people ‘a house’.   
 
Mr Roskilly concluded by thanking the PC about suggesting the removal of the 
Thriplow Road pedestrian entrances.  The meeting was closed to the public at 
8:30pm         
 

 
PC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. BURIAL BOARD: 
There was nothing to report this month.  Cllr O’Regan kindly removed some fallen 
branches at the cemetery at the weekend. 
 

 
 
 

9. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
Cllr Bates reported on the Round Moat.  The map has been revised and paperwork 
has been received, so an application can now be made.  The PC now need to look 
for quotes for some of the work in the moat (asking if the contractors will purchase 
any wood they take down, to dissipate costs.)  Cllr Bates to speak to the Clerk about 
taking this further forward.   
 
A large tree at the end of Isons Close may need looking at but Cllr Roberts said it has 
been well maintained over the years and the PC will continue to do so. 
 
Cllr Roberts asked for Mr Lester’s e-mail regarding trees in the Moat to be circulated 
for comment.  Clerk to thank Mr Lester in the meantime. 
  

 
 
Cllr Bates / 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

10. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES: 
a) Minutes from 18th January 2011 

 
Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Finance and General 
Purposes Committee held in the School Room, URC, Chapel Lane, 
Fowlmere, Tuesday 18th January 2011 at 7:00pm. 

Present:     Cllr O’Regan (Chair), Cllr M Bates, Cllr D Roberts, Cllr M 
 Sunderland, Cllr N Webb, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright 
 (Clerk). 
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1. Apologies for absence 
 Apologies were received from Cllr Peacock 

2. Minutes of previous meeting/Matters Arising 
The previous minutes of 12th October 2010 were agreed and signed. 
 
Cllr Roberts and Cllr O’Regan to look at the trees at the mouth of John Close 
to see what needs to be done to tidy the area as Chris Wall is unable to 
undertake the work. 
 
No official request has yet come from the friendship club for a donation to their 
annual lunch, this was previously discussed in the December PC meeting. 
 

3. Review of income and expenditure 
The Councillors were given an explanation of the accounts and there were no 
unexplained or unexpected items and they were within budget for the rest of 
the financial year – the only large amount to come is the cost of street lighting. 
 

4. Precept 
The 2011-2012 Precept of £30098.00 had been submitted and acknowledged. 

 
5. Trees, Grass and Hedges 

There was nothing new reported that won’t be covered in the following main 
PC meeting.  Cllr Sunderland asked what happens when a resident needs to 
cut back their hedges due to overhanging and the Clerk reported that we 
contact residents individually as necessary. 
 

6. Future Projects 
The See-saw had now been installed on the Butts, and the grant of £700 
towards it has been received from SCDC. 
 

7. Other Matters 
Cllr Sunderland asked what happens when people leave their cars 
overhanging their driveways, obscuring the pavement.  The Council could 
send a letter if necessary.  Clerk to check with the local PCSO what happens 
in such a case. 

Regarding the closure of the Post Office service at the Queens Head pub, the 
Clerk to contact the PO HQ with any ideas on continuing the service. 

There were no other matters and the meeting closed at 7:30pm. 

8. Date of next meeting 
The date of the next Finance Meeting is to be Tuesday 19th April at 7:00pm 

The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record and were signed 
accordingly.  Cllr O’Regan said the trees opposite Johns Close seemed reasonable.  
Cllr Roberts will take a look. 
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11. CORRESPONDENCE: 
Following information requested from the Friendship Club, it was agreed to 
retrospectively fund a smaller donation of £250 because there are only a few people 
attending the lunch (maximum of 32 people) from a large population of over 60’s in 
the village.  They have a small group and there are a lot of elderly people in the 
village who could also benefit.  The PC will review their charitable contributions at the 
next Finance Meeting to ensure equality as this is currently the only charitable 
donation made, other than the British Legion wreath donation.  Clerk to reply to 
Jeanette Walker. 
 
Cllr Roberts proposed to send a letter to Andrew Lansley MP, Cllr Tim Stone and 
Pippa Corney at SCDC Planning to say that the PC have, over a period of the last 
three years extensively consulted the village by a variety of means, (letters to all 
households, surveys, every month as an item on the PC Agenda, open public 
sessions, representation from Housing Associations, the SCDC Housing Dept – all of 
which have been advertised on village notice boards) and feel that they have tried 
extremely hard to make the public aware of the Thriplow Triangle development and 
give them opportunities of involvement.  This is as a response to the negative 
correspondence these three people will have received from residents opposed to the 
development.  All agreed – Clerk to draft for comment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 

12. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly.   
 

 
 

13. OTHER MATTERS: 
Cllr Bates brought up the issue of residents parking in the School Car Park and taking 
down branches from trees and leaving them lying around in the area.  This needs 
further investigation before any action can be taken.   
 
The meeting closed at 9:10pmpm 
 

 
PC 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 15TH MARCH 2011 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:    Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr M Bates, Cllr O’Regan, Cllr J Peacock,  
   Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr N Webb, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr Stone, Mr J Bottrill, Mr J Jackson, PCSO L Gardiner   

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr Eades 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 8TH FEBRUARY 2011: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING: 
Mr Roskilly had, at the last meeting, said he had spoken to the landowner of the 
Thriplow Triangle saying that once Circle Anglia had purchased their land, he had 
been informed that more land would be sold to the neighbouring properties at an 
inflated price.  Circle Anglia have stated that they have no knowledge of this and in-
fact they need every inch of the land they are purchasing so this is incorrect 
information.  Mr Blake at Circle Anglia said he was happy to confirm this with Mr 
Roskilly if necessary. 

 
 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Stone was gave the following report: 

“Bus meeting 
Thanks to your Chairman for coming along to the first bus meeting last week.  To my 
mind the event was well worth the effort. Parish councils got a fairly clear idea of the 
process of what happens when bus subsidies are withdrawn.  They were given a 
view of what kind of alternatives could be put in place to keep people mobile and they 
could discover from the professionals the amount of work being done by the District 
Council, County Council and others to meet the challenge. 
 
As yet the 31 is unaffected but the 139 is withdrawn from 17th April.  The next tranche 
of cuts will come in late October.  Meanwhile the County has chosen to cut now and 
think later. 
 
I was surprised to hear how involved the District Council is in transport policy.  Susan 
van de Ven, County Councillor for Melbourn and I held a meeting this morning with 
their Kathryn Hawkes, who has done an enormous amount of work on preparing the 
way for life without bus subsidies. 
 
Civil Parking Enforcement 
The District Council has agreed with Cambridgeshire’s plan for parking enforcement 
across the County to be operated by Civil Enforcement Officers rather than by the 
police.  This already applies in Cambridge and has also been agreed by East 
Cambridgeshire.  The next step is to apply to the Department for Transport to 

 

 



2 

 

introduce this next phase.  
 
The County’s cabinet took this decision this morning and I went to speak as local 
member.  I raised a number of issues including the fact that outside consultants had 
proposed one Civil Enforcement Officer for the whole of South Cambridgeshire.  This 
compares with six for East Cambridgeshire and 21 for Cambridge.  I’m sure that the 
consultants were not only well meaning but also well paid. 
 
The County had also noted that if parking enforcement wasn’t properly managed it 
could undermine modal shift strategies.  They want modal shift to sustainable forms 
of transport, which I think translates as getting car drivers onto buses.  I pointed out 
that there was a flaw in the argument when the County was busy removing the very 
mode to which they wanted people to shift.  Oh the joys of opposition! 
 
Where does the money go? 
In last week’s First, a magazine which is sent to all district, unitary and county 
councillors, there is a quote from the Local Government Information Unit saying, “A 
clearer relationship between local income, local spend and local outcomes would 
allow citizens to see more clearly where local government is or is not delivering for 
them and would re-energise local democracy.” 
 
I had already tried this idea out on the County and met a brick wall.  The information 
is available and I believe would make it more difficult for people to claim that they 
don’t get their moneysworth from the council. I should be interested to know what you 
think. 
 
Sawston and Linton Locality Partnership.  
This new partnership met last Monday.  I know that this doesn’t affect Fowlmere but 
the same arrangements will be applied in the Melbourn Village College catchment 
area. The idea is to look after our local young people better so that they lead 
productive, happy, healthy lives and flourish to the best of their abilities. 
 
I was horrified that all these excellent professionals, drawn from the County’s youth 
service, heads of Village Colleges, Cambridgeshire Constabulary, the Health service, 
District and County councillors, charity bosses and all managed to create a miasma 
of buzzwords.  
 
Once you have waded through the mire of Common Assessment Frameworks, 
Locality Allocation and Referral Meetings, Team Around the Child meetings, you will 
find that parish councils are to be invited to take a greater role in improving the lives 
of disadvantaged or disaffected young people. I shall be interested to see how parish 
councils react.  No doubt more information and guidance will become available 
soon.” 
 

Cllr Roberts thanked Cllr Stone for his report and added that there would be a need 
for Parishes to consult their parishioners as to what the needs are of villagers when 
bus services are threatened.  It’s imperative in June that parishes know what the next 
level of cuts are, in order to set precept in for 2012-13.  There may be mileage about 
joining Foxton in a scheme and there are other options such as community transport 
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which are available.   

PCSO Gardiner came along to the meeting and was pleased to report that there had 
been 3 clear months with regard to anti-social incidents and dwelling burglary in 
Fowlmere.   

Regarding the pot-holes in Mill Road, they have now been filled and it seems that the 
repairs are the final ones and not to be re-done.  The PC will monitor the state of the 
repairs and are grateful to Cllr Stone’s support in the media in pressing for them.  Cllr 
Bates said the gutterings in Long Lane and the road towards Newton are not of good 
quality and will result in damage to cars and financial claims to the county. 

6. UPDATE ON THE VILLAGE HALL: 
Cllr Bates attended the last meeting.  An application has been made to SCDC 
regarding funding and that has been deferred by SCDC for the present, probably until 
April.  The fundraising efforts continue to be successful, due to the considerable 
efforts of the fundraising team.   
 

 

 

7. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT POLICY: 
This is following a request from a member of the public.  The Clerk contacted the 
SCDC legal expert on this matter and put together a policy.  Following some 
research, Cllr Wragg suggested a charge of 15p per sheet, Cllr Bates seconded.  All 
agreed.   
 
Cllr Wragg proposed the policy should be adopted by the Council, Cllr Sunderland 
seconded the motion and all agreed.  The Clerk to put the policy on the web-site. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

8. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 a) Minutes from 8th February 2011 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE 

ON 8TH FEBRUARY 2011 AT 7:15PM 
 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr M Bates, Cllr O Regan, Cllr J Peacock and 
Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr A Eades, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr N Webb and Cllr L Wragg 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South 
Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh.   
 
2. S/2116/10  
First Floor Extension, including raising of the ridge height 
Ion Science, The Way, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts, SG8 7UJ 
Ion Science  
Cllr Roberts read out a letter from Mrs Young in Cambridge Road regarding the use of 
Green Lane for drivers working at Ion Science and how she believed this contravenes 
previous planning orders (drivers should access Ion Science via The Way only) and is 
dangerous to pedestrians crossing Green Lane.   
 
The Parish Council do not object to this amended application but they asked the Clerk to 
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ask SCDC to confirm where the access for Ion Science is supposed to be and if, as 
residents believe, is only via The Way then we would need that condition strictly applied 
and adhered to.   
 
3. Other Matters and Updates  
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
There were no further matters for discussion. 
The meeting closed at 7:20pm    

 
************************************************ 

a) Minutes from 1st March 2011 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE 

ON 1ST MARCH 2011 AT 7:30PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr A Eades, Cllr O Regan, Cllr J Peacock, 
Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr M Bates and Cllr N Webb 
 
1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South 
Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh.   
 
2. C/11/40/071  
Application to undertake work on trees situated within a Conservation Area 
St Mary Prospect, Rectory Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts 
Mr F Cantle – Agent 
 
The Parish Council agreed that unless the Silver Birch and Indian Bean trees are diseased, 
dangerous or causing structural damage they should only be pruned / maintained.  The 
leylandii can  be removed if deemed necessary.  All works to be undertaken outside of the 
nesting season. 
 
3. C/11/40/070  
Application to undertake work on trees situated within a Conservation Area 
Welding Alloys, High Street, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts 
Mr F Cantle – Agent 
 
The Parish Council do not wish to see any trees removed that aren’t diseased, dangerous or 
causing structural damage.  These trees provide good screening against the industrial nature 
of the works from the High Street in the village (both visually and by reducing noise).  They 
maintain the character and rural aspect and should only be minimally maintained. 
 
4. Other Matters and Updates  
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Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
There were no further matters for discussion. 
The meeting closed at 7:45pm    

Both sets of minutes were agreed and signed as a true and accurate record. 
 

******************************************* 
b) AFFORDABLE HOUSING UPDATE IN FOWLMERE 

 
Cllr Roberts reported that the Consultation period at SCDC has now finished.  
She had a brief conversation this week with the planning contact for the 
application, Paul Derry, at SCDC and asked when it was likely to go to the 
Planning Committee at SCDC?  The reply was that it was perhaps 
unnecessary to go to Full Committee as all parties were in general agreement.  
Cllr Roberts stressed that this may not be an ideal scenario as there are 
residents in Fowlmere who may perceive the process to not be above-board.  
Therefore, in order to avoid that, Cllr Roberts suggested that the PC contact 
SCDC and request that the application goes to Full Committee.  This needs to 
be in writing, Clerk to write.  It is a regrettable situation, as this will waste 
public money but it does ensure that no one can be under any illusion that 
things haven’t been done properly.  This will also ensure a site visit as part of 
the process too.  Cllr Sunderland proposed to send a letter, Cllr O’Regan 
seconded and all agreed. 
 
Paul Derry reported that amendments will be made to the design, including 
reductions in the openings in the hedge towards Thriplow Road.  Cllr Wragg 
requested that those openings are made with minimal damage to the hedge.  
The Clerk to go back to Paul Derry to ask when the PC will be getting the 
amendments, as they will wish to comment on them.  They need to find out if 
they are for commenting on or viewing only?   
 
Cllr Roberts asked if a footpath had been included but the County Council 
couldn’t make it a requirement due to the wide verges and long views but the 
PC are still hopeful it will be considered. 
 
Cllr Bates reported that vehicles are parked on the outside of their properties 
on the verge in order to deviate a course in-between – he wondered if this 
was a strategy by local residents to slow traffic along the Thriplow Road and 
reduce speeding? 
 
 
The meeting was then opened to members of the public and press 
 
Mr Bottrill reported that the speeding sign was not working in Pipers Close.  
The clerk will report it is not working to CCC Highways.  Mr Bottrill added that 
even when working it was not a particularly useful speeding sign and one that 
shows your actual speed might be better. 
 
Mr Jackson said speeding is still a major problem at Appleacre Park.  They 
would like to see the 30mph limit taken further out of the village.  Cllr Bates 
said that it has been suggested before but it isn’t the view of CCC Highways.  
PCSO’s have been doing speed checks in the village so they are monitoring 
the situation.  Clerk to ask that they do checks outside of Appleacre. 
 
Mr Jackson is alarmed to see an increase in the Council tax (a rise of £8.66 
for a Band D average property, per annum) – how can the PC justify this?  Cllr 
Roberts replied that the PC have looked at the precept very carefully and 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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have many ongoing responsibilities.  All money is spent very carefully and the 
PC also do many extra things like the village alarm scheme, improvements to 
the Butts playing area and considerable, long-term tree work to protect the 
Round Moat.  The County Council is suggesting it may soon be unable to 
provide some services and Parish Councils have been encouraged to take 
financial responsibility for these. 
 
Cllr Wragg added that the PC has generally under-spent in previous years.  
The PC has a responsibility also to the Village Hall which has been 
underinvested in over previous years too.  The precept increase is in line with 
inflation, plus a provision for the Village Hall, in case it is needed.  
 
Cllr Roberts hopes that residents will appreciate that it costs money to keep 
the village in a good state of repair. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. BURIAL BOARD: 
There was nothing to report this month.  A payment had been received for a memorial 
stone for Arber and a previous cremation 
 

 
 
 

10. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
Village Hall Fencing – A request was made for re-imbursement for some fencing 
bordering the VH, although the PC did not request the work, which would have 
required the work to have been quoted for by several parties and been agreed by the 
PC in advance.  Cllr Bates to investigate the responsibility.  The Clerk to put in a 
holding e-mail to the resident. 
 
The three quotes regarding the work to the trees on the Butts will be taken to the next 
Finance meeting. 
 
Mr Newby of Top Close contacted the PC about some tree work he wishes to 
undertake opposite his house.  He has the permission of the land-owners and SCDC 
but the PC agreed that Mr Newby should seek advice from SCDC as to whether a 
formal application to undertake works to trees needs to be submitted.  If not, the 
actual land-owners will need to agree permission with SCDC before any work can 
commence.  
 
Cllr Bates reported that the Clerk is looking to obtain quotes for the programme of 
work in the main body of the Moat.          

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
(Agenda) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

11. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:   
Cllr O’Regan reported on this month’s expenditures and the year has concluded 
within budget – there are no unexpected items this month. 
 
a) PAYE for Clerks Salary. 
This is now a requirement for Clerks and she will continue the registration process.  
The Clerks salary to be increased as planned from April 2011 to bring it into line with 
the CPALC recommendations. 
 
b) Youth Club (Melbourn) 
The Youth Club is looking for a donation of £300, which is in line with the attendance 
from Melbourn (other parishes pay a much higher contribution).  They wish to 
improve their offering, not just simply cover costs.  The Youth Club committee would 
like to welcome us to one of their group meetings.  Cllr O’Regan agreed to attend 
their next meeting before the PC can commit to future support. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk / Cllr 
O’Regan 
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12. CORRESPONDENCE: 
Regarding the Post Office, Cllr Roberts reported that 2 x 2hr slots are being proposed 
for the village, where a Post Office service comes to the village and requires only a 
venue in which to set up in.  This is a minimal service but better than having none at 
all.  The PO visited the village last week and three venues were approached in the 
village.  Mr Jackson suggested approaching an additional venue with regard to 
hosting the service.  The Clerk to pass on this to the PO but the PC wouldn’t take 
further part in any further negotiations.   
 
Regarding a letter from a Solicitor about the S106 agreement for Cassander Close 
(due to the sale of Holly Cottage).  He was requesting confirmation that the PC would 
never take on the public open space (currently owned by the Crown) but this is not 
something the PC could provide assurance about.  The PC would be concerned that 
the land could fall into private ownership and could seek to prevent that happening in 
the future.  The Clerk to reply.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

13. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly.   
 
The Clerk requested a date change for the June meeting from 21st June to 28th June 
2011.  This has been agreed by the URC. 
 

 
 

14. OTHER MATTERS: 
Cllr Peacock reported a complaint about the land known as Crow’s Parlour in Chapel 
Lane and had photos of broken glass and general building materials left unsecured in 
an area with poor security.  Cllr Roberts said she would speak to the tenant renting 
the land in the hope that they would sort this out without seeking further advice and 
support from SCDC Environmental Health, as this is a real danger for children playing 
and getting onto the site, as responsibility lies with the tenant / landowner. 
 
The meeting closed at 10:00pm 
 
The date of the next meeting is 7:30pm Tuesday 19th April 2011 at the URC, Chapel 
Lane. 
 

 
 
 
Cllr 
Roberts 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 19TH APRIL 2011 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:    Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr M Bates, Cllr O’Regan, Cllr J Peacock,  
   Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr Stone, Mr J Bottrill 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr Webb.  The Parish Council were saddened to hear 
that Cllr Eades (Vice Chairman) had resigned due to increased work commitments, 
he will be missed as being a great asset to the Parish Council.  Clerk to write to Cllr 
Eades and congratulate him on his promotion and hope he is able to rejoin the PC at 
a later date. 

 

 

Clerk 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 15TH MARCH 2011: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING: 
Clerk to check the FOI act is now on the web-site. 

The latest update on the Thriplow Triangle is that the application is going to the May 
meeting at SCDC (11th).  A members of the public can speak for, against, a member 
of the PC and the County Councillor.   

Cllr Roberts thanked Cllr Stone for taking up some of the concerns re a footpath and 
the County Council Highways have now confirmed for it to be a condition of approval 
given.  The issue of increasing the 30mph zone would perhaps be better tackling 
after as it cannot be linked to planning consent and then the case will be stronger. 

Mr Pymer (Fowlmere resident) has offered to speak on behalf of people in favour of 
the development.  Clerk to let Mr Pymers know he only has a three minute slot and 
were in agreement to let him have access to the documentation he requested. 

The Post Office preferred option is to use the URC but the rent required doesn’t make 
it viable.  The PO would like the PC to ask if they would consider a lower charge as 
this is a much needed community benefit.  They would like to visit again on 13th May.  
Clerk to write a letter to Carol Pearl at the URC to say the PC support this idea, is 
there any way they could reduce their rent, this is a very positive thing for the whole 
community?  A forward commitment could make this a more desirable option, ie a six 
month plus contract? 

Crows Parlour – Cllr Roberts reported about contact she has had with the tenant 
about the state of the land and the broken gate.  Cllr Roberts hoped it would be 
solved amicably or else SCDC would need to get involved.  The tenant hadn’t 
progressed with any clearance and SCDC are now involved and a lot has since been 
cleared.      

 
Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

Clerk 
 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Stone was gave the following report: 
 
“After last month’s meeting in Whittlesford I have been continuing to investigate solutions for 
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local transport.  That has involved a meeting with South Cambs District Council, whose 
involvement in community transport is much greater than I had previously thought. 

 
The situation is that the County already makes £220,000 available to help community 
transport across Cambridgeshire.  This year there will be another £120,000 added and next 
year a further £100,000, to make £440,000 in all.  The additional £220,000 is quite modest 
compared with the current bus subsidy of £2.7million, which is to disappear in stages over four 
years. 
 
There is also a one-off payment of £258,000 which the County will get from central 
government as “pump priming.” The County has calculated that over £33million of public 
money is spent on moving people around Cambridgeshire and believes that some of that 
could be rationalised.  
 
It is entirely clear that the County expects parish councils to make the running on this.  I am 
therefore very careful not to propose more than tentative solutions. Any decisions will be 
yours. 
 
An alternative to a bus service would be to operate the 31 service as community transport.  In 
that case the passengers would no longer be able to use their bus passes and would have to 
pay a fare to the operator.  That fare would be subsidised by the County so that it would be 
50% of what the operator would have charged. 
 
The County has engaged with partners in a Cambridgeshire Future Transport project.  This is 
behind closed doors, which leads to a certain amount of frustration.  It is expected to report in 
mid May.  I think it would be helpful to have some ideas to propose as soon as that report is 
out.  While the County has made it quite clear that it expects communities to come forward 
with their own ideas and money, it seems pretty obvious that there is at least a small pot of 
community transport money available and it would be sensible to bid for that earlier rather 
than later. 
 
At present I am agitating to get some news out of the Cambridgeshire Future Transport.  
Please let me know if you have any particular concerns you think I should be addressing. 
 
Village Hall signage 
I have received a request from Sylvia Bates for improved signage for the village hall.  As ever 
this will have to be paid for by someone other than the County Council and agreed by the local 
community, which in this case I believe should be the parish council.  I have already written to 
your clerk giving approximate prices.  Please contact David Lines direct if you wish to 
proceed. 
 
Thriplow Triangle development. 
I have sent your clerk the response from County Highways about footpaths from the new 
development as well as an explanation as to why the County cannot insist on moving the 
30mph limit as part of the planning condition.  I believe this is all I can do for now and hope 
that the District Council Planning Committee will pay due regard to the County’s views. 
 
Junction of High Street, Thriplow Road and Cambridge Road 
I should have told you last month that I took Mr Steinhardt’s proposal to Cambridgeshire 
Highways.  They were interested in the proposal but of course said that they didn’t have the 
£100,000 implementation would cost.  The cost is particularly high because the current 
highway standards would require lighting at the junction. 
 
The engineers also thought that there would be a danger of exchanging one problem for 

 

 

(Clerk) 

 

 

Cllr Stone 
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another as drivers coming from the Thriplow direction would be inclined to drive much faster 
than they currently do.  They consider that the best solution to the current parking problem is 
double yellow lines – of course paid for by the Parish Council.” 
 
Cllr Roberts said there are elderly residents especially in the village who are very 
anxious that they are going to be ‘stranded’ and rely on the buses for shopping and 
generally getting out and about.  Cllr Roberts has tried to allay fears and has said 
alternatives would be sought, there is real concern but thanks Cllr Stone for his 
continued efforts. 
Cllr Roberts said that regarding the issue of Village Hall signage, this should be taken 
to the next Finance Committee meeting for decision.  The VH are seeking quotes re 
parking bays and also reinforcing the one-way system by writing on the road (Clerk to 
pass that discussion to Alan Corbridge). 

Cllr Roberts said there used to be a ‘SLOW’ sign on the road at Chrishall Grange but 
the road has been resurfaced and it hasn’t been repainted and it needs to be 
reinstated.  Cllr Stone to take that up. 

6. UPDATE ON THE VILLAGE HALL: 
a) Fencing 

Cllr Wragg attended the latest committee meeting, things are looking good, 
fundraising has been very successful and bookings have increased.  Cllr Bates 
reported that the VH applied to SCDC and have been offered £3000 towards a 
£26,000 project – further funding is still being sought to make up some of that 
shortfall.  Cllr Roberts thanked both for their contribution and wished the VH every 
continued success following all their hard work. 
 

 

 

7. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 a) Minutes from 15th March and 5th April 2011 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE 

ON 15TH MARCH 2011 AT 7:15PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr M Bates, Cllr O Regan, Cllr J Peacock, 
Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr N Webb, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright 
(Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr A Eades 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before 
South Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh.   

2. S/0355/11  
Conversion of Garage to Games / Play Room 
Pavillion End, rectory Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts 
Mr and Mrs Chris and Jenny Neild  
 
The PC has no objections to this application but would wish to see a condition that the 
garage cannot be separated and sold as an independent dwelling at any point in the 
future 
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3. S/2116/10 – Amendment for Information Only 
First Floor Extension, including raising of the ridge height 
Ion Science, The Way, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts 
Ion Science 
The Parish Council noted this amendment. 

4. Other Matters and Updates  
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
There were no further matters for discussion. 
The meeting closed at 7:25pm    

 
 

******************************************* 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 

COMMITTEE HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE 
ON 5TH APRIL 2011 AT 7:30PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr O Regan, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr N Webb, 
Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr Bates, Cllr Peacock and about 20 members of the public 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before 
South Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh. 
 
Cllr O’Regan declared an interest in item 4 due to recently joining the South 
Cambridgeshire Housing List.  Cllr O’Regan left the room at 19:40   
 

2. S/2247/10 – For Information Only – PERMISSION GRANTED 
Change of Use from Office (B1) to Residential Dwelling 
Graphic House, High Street, Fowlmere, Royston, SG8 7SU 
Mr John Clark, Ryecroft Data 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision 
 

3. S/2116/10 – For Information Only – PERMISSION GRANTED 
First Floor Extension, Including Raising the Ridge Height 
Ion Science, The Way, Fowlmere, Royston, SG8 7UJ 
Ion Science 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision. 
 

4. S/1487/10 
Ten Affordable Dwellings 
Land Adjacent to 4 Cambridge Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7QN 
Mr Darren Blake, Circle Anglia Ltd 
 
Cllr Roberts introduced the amendments – the design amendments seemed minimal 
and didn’t cause concern but there are other areas which need addressing.  Cllr 
Roberts opened the meeting to the public at 19:42 and discussion followed 
concerning issues which the public didn’t feel had been adequately addressed.  The 
summary of this discussion and that which followed between the Parish Councillors is 
as follows and has been sent to South Cambs District Council: 
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Fowlmere Parish Council submitted their original comments regarding this application 
in early February 2011.  The Parish Council have since seen the amendments and 
wish to stress that they still feel strongly that all their points are adhered to.  In 
particular the following areas need to be resolved: 
 
1. Public Footpath in Cambridge Road 

No public footpath has been added to the verge along the Cambridge Road.  Although this 
may not be a legal condition of Highways, there is incredibly strong public feeling about the 
safety aspects concerned with children especially walking in the road towards Fowlmere.  
Creating a public footpath is a must and it will also act as a deterrent to prevent people using 
the wide verges in Cambridge Road for parking. 
 
 2. 30mph Limit in Cambridge Road 

There doesn’t appear to be mentioned an extension of the 30mph limit in the Cambridge Road 
to encompass the entrance to the development.  Once again, for safety reasons, this really 
must be put in place, ideally with traffic calming measures.   
 
The Parish Council will seek the support of their local County Councillor on both these 
matters. 

3. Gaps in hedging in Thriplow Road 
The gaps in the hedging have been reduced to two but the Parish Council want these to be 
removed altogether and another solution reached for the bins in the centre terraced houses – 
perhaps a pathway behind all the houses allowing rear access from the gardens for residents 
to take their bins around to the front of the houses on collection day?  There is no verge in 
Thriplow Road to house the bins and this could cause an obstruction in the road. 

 4. Street Lighting 
The Parish Council need clarification and a specification, that there will be additional street 
lighting in the Cambridge Road at the mouth of the new road.  All lighting, within the new 
development and externally of it should not produce light spillage. 

5. Sewerage System 
As part of the SCDC planning process, Anglia Water will be required in their deliberations to 
consider the past history in Fowlmere of wet winters, where water has had to be tankered 
away - are the drainage and sewerage systems proposed adequate?. 

6. Heating 
The Parish Council would seek clarification on the type of heating systems to be used and 
would wish to see the most ecological solution as possible. 

Following questioning over whether there will be further development on the Thriplow 
Triangle, Cllr Roberts reiterated that this application stands on its own right; it is outside the 
village envelope, as is the rest of the field (not the green belt).  It is in private ownership and to 
the knowledge of the PC there are no plans to further develop but the land owners are open at 
any point to apply against the Local Development Plan for their land to be considered, as is 
anyone in a similar situation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 

 

Cllr Roberts also explained how she had requested this application is taken to the SCDC 
Planning Committee and not simply passed on Delegation (this is the legitimate way to 
approach an application where SCDC and the local Parish Council are in general agreement, 
as is the case with this application.)  Cllr Roberts did this in order for Fowlmere Parish Council 
to be seen as being scrupulously fair during the entire process. 

Cllr O’Regan returned to the room at 8:30pm 

5. S/0503/11 
Detached Garden Room 
2 East Barn, Chrishall Grange Road, Fowlmere, Royston, SG8 7NT 
Mr M Sykes 
 
The Parish Council have no objections to this application as it’s a modest building 
which won’t be out of keeping with the existing property. 
 

6. S/0446/11 
Single Storey Extension to Side and Rear of Dwelling 
Robin Cottage, Long Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts, SG8 7TA 
Mr and Mrs James and Fiona Kidd 
 
The Parish Council have no objections to this application.  It is a natural progression 
for the house and should not impact on any neighbouring properties. 
 

7. S/0374/11 
Installation of a Domestic Heating Oil Storage Tank at the Front of the Property and 
Erection of a Slated Wooden Screen 
66 Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, SG8 7SD 
Mr Robert Cullen 
 
The Parish Council have no objections to this application but do require it to be 
adequately screened 
 

8. S/0462/11 
Construction of a Kiosk to House a Booster Pump on the Clean Water Network with 
an Access Track Within the Existing Cambridge Water Company Site and an 
Additional Parking Space for Maintenance Visits 
Fowlmere Pumping Station, Chrishall Road, Fowlmere, Cambs 
Mr Martin Styles, Cambridge Water Company 
 
The Parish Council have no objections to this application, if this is a necessary 
addition to the site, it will not impact on any properties. 
 

9. S/0521/11  
Erection of Dwelling 
Land West of The Way, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts, SG8 7QS 
C/O Cheffins 

This application has been made in line with item 10 on the agenda.  It is in a conservation 
area and also the flood plain.  Development within the Conservation area is supposed to 
enhance the area, and this application does not appear to do so.  Cllr Roberts has argued that 
this should be submitted as an application with item 10 and it’s seems like a deliberate ploy as 
this will avoid any affordable housing being part of the development, which isn’t the case as it 
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all falls under the curtilage of one area. 

The removal of trees is an unpleasant way to introduce the application (the trees didn’t have 
TPO’s on them so unfortunately SCDC couldn’t refuse their removal as their specimen was 
not such that they could grant TPO’s).  The trees provided good screening and the PC had 
said they didn’t want to see them removed unless diseased. 

Comments included dimensions from the end of properties to the site being exaggerated and 
inaccurate; vehicular and pedestrian access and associated safety issues; trucks being 
moved on site overnight and parked long term in The Way, not in the parking area; major loss 
of amenity for many of the neighbouring houses as the proposed house is immense and 
would dominate the existing properties; the ‘passive’ house description is deemed to be a red 
herring and the proposed building materials are out of keeping.  One resident reported that a 
SCDC Planning Officer had already visited the site and spent some time there.     

The change of levels also has a great impact.  The removal of the trees now means houses 
on the High Street can see the factory car park.  The rising site is crucial in this application - 
the upper floor windows are picture windows ie are too large.  There is an existing Chestnut 
Tree which the application states will provide some screening but this tree is diseased and 
may need some major reduction work so will provide nothing of the sort.  Residents nearby 
have had assurances in writing that the site is to remain as a ‘buffer’ between housing and the 
factory and wouldn’t be developed. 

The response from the Parish Council to be submitted to SCDC is as follows: 

Fowlmere Parish Council strongly refuse this application.  The comments here should 
be noted alongside the other application S/0526/11 (The Nurseries).   

The proposed property is far too large, will be detrimental to the area, is completely 
unsympathetic to the surroundings and will have a terribly overbearing effect on all 
adjacent properties.  The application will make a completely different ‘feel’ to the 
housing on the High Street 

The property is in a Conservation Area and is also in the flood plain. 

The Parish Council also strongly object to the recent removal of trees on the site which 
provided good screening, both visually and audibly for the neighbouring properties.  If 
this application is refused, Fowlmere Parish Council will insist that the landowner 
replaces the screening through re-landscaping the site. 

This site is unsuitable for a dwelling because it is situated along the entrance road to 
the major factory site in Fowlmere.  The quality of life for anybody living in this 
property would be extremely low, looking at a factory, with associated noise and traffic 
– it would have considerable environmental health issues for the inhabitants of the 
house. 

Finally, the separate application made by the same agent on the same factory site( 
S/0526/11) has caused the Parish Council to presume that this is a device of the 
landowner to avoid the obligations of providing Affordable Housing within an 
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application of 2 or more dwellings and feel this must be addressed by SCDC.  

10. S/0526/11  
Erection of Two Dwellings 
The Nurseries, The Way, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts, SG8 7QS 
C/O Cheffins 

Comments from residents include that the factory has grown considerably in 20 years and 
various applications have been made and refused in past years, these have little bearing on 
the current busy factory which now operates.  This application has similar issues to item 9 
(S/0521/11).  This site is, again, very close to neighbouring properties and also has a car park 
abutting the site.  The noise and light implications would be real issues for the inhabitants of 
the proposed dwellings, again, reducing the quality of life and increasing environmental health 
issues.  The two houses have an overbearing nature and once again, trees have been 
unnecessarily removed.  The houses are not in keeping with local properties and as the site is 
adjacent to the conservation area, this still has an impact on the design. 

The response from the Parish Council to be submitted to SCDC is as follows: 

Fowlmere Parish Council strongly refuse this application.  The comments here should 
be noted alongside the other application S/0521/11 (Land West of The Way).   

In this particular area the Parish Council considers that huge vandalism has occurred 
which is completely thoughtless towards the residents, has impacted hugely on them 
and is deplorable.  The screening the trees provided, both visually and audibly has 
been stripped away, leaving the neighbouring properties completely exposed.  If this 
application is refused, Fowlmere Parish Council will insist that the landowner replaces 
the screening through re-landscaping the site. 

The proposed properties are far too large, will be detrimental to the area, are 
completely unsympathetic to the surroundings and will have a terribly overbearing 
effect on all adjacent properties.  The application will make a completely different ‘feel’ 
to the housing on the High Street. 

The fact that the properties are adjacent to the Conservation Area boundary means that 
design is of key importance and these properties do not meet that standard.  

This site is unsuitable for private dwellings because it is situated along the entrance 
road to the major factory site in Fowlmere.  The quality of life for anybody living in 
these properties would be extremely low, looking at a factory, with associated noise 
and traffic – it would have considerable environmental health issues for the inhabitants 
of the houses.  There is also concern that there is existing asbestos in the pathways on 
the site and residents would contest the claim in the report that the land is not 
contaminated. 

Finally, the separate application made by the same agent on the same factory 
site(S/0521/11) has caused the Parish Council to presume that this is a device of the 
landowner to avoid the obligations of providing Affordable Housing within an 
application of 2 or more dwellings and feel this must be addressed by SCDC.  
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Cllr Roberts intends that if this application is not refused on ‘delegation’, then she will insist it 
goes to SCDC Planning Committee and a site visit is made, including viewing the 
photographic evidence from residents.   
 
11. Other Matters and Updates  
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
 
There were no further matters for discussion. 
The meeting closed at 9:30pm    

*********************************************************** 
 

b) AFFORDABLE HOUSING UPDATE IN FOWLMERE 
This was covered earlier in the agenda.  The PC has supplied Mr Roskilly with 
the information he requested regarding his request under the Freedom of 
Information Act, following the Clerk seeing legal advice from SCDC – over 106 
pages of photo-copying.  Mr Roskilly is disputing the paperwork sent but the 
Clerk has sent further information saying the case is now presumed closed. 
 
The meeting was then opened to members of the public and press 
 

8. BURIAL BOARD: 
There was an enquiry this week and a visit will be made next week. 

 
 
 

9. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
a) Butts Trees 
This item was discussed in the Finance Meeting previously 

 
b) Crows Parlour, Chapel Lane 

This item was also discussed in the Finance Meeting 
 
Cllr Bates reported that a resident in High Street, junction with Ryecroft Lane has 
complained about a tree shedding small cones and is causing a hazard to 
pedestrians.  Cllr Bates raised it with SCDC who suggested that PC form a view 
about it.  Cllr Roberts to take a look (Carl Drummond, Milestone House, High Street) 
 
Cllr Wragg also reminded the PC that the trees opposite the end of Johns Close need 
attention and this should be brought back to the next meeting. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Roberts 
 
Cllr 
Roberts 
and Cllr 
O’Regan 
 

10. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:   
a) Adoption of Accounts 

The Cllr O’Regan to propose, Cllr Roberts to second and all agreed. 

b) Feedback from the Finance Meeting 
There was nothing further to report 

c) Update on the Post office 
This has already been reported on. 

d) Village Meeting 
Invitations have been sent out inviting people to the Village Meeting 
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11. CORRESPONDENCE: 
Following the request from Mr J Jackson, The Post Office were asked if it would be 
possible for a service to be reinstalled but run externally, in the Village Stores again 
but this would not be possible and this has been reported back to Mr J Jackson and 
Mr Warnes. 
 
Clerk to report back to Mr Jackson about the 2 speeding checks done by Appleacre. 
 
Heydon Grange Windfarm have requested attendance at a meeting about this but it 
was made after the agenda had been confirmed.  Cllr Roberts asked if Cllr’s would 
like a presentation about the Windfarm but the PC would be an official consultee.  If 
they are having a further meeting, a PC representative could attend, it was agreed 
this was the best approach.  The PC maintains an official stance of neutrality.  Clerk 
to approach. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

12. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly.   
 
Residents now need to be surveyed about Yellow Lines at the Thriplow Triangle. 
 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 

13. OTHER MATTERS: 
Cllr Roberts announced that Cllr Bates would now be stepping down from the Parish 
Council- his vast experience, quiet good humour has been invaluable and he will be 
sorely missed.  He is greatly respected and his presence and helpfulness will also be 
missed.  The PC hope that his health greatly improves.  Cllr Bates thanked everyone 
for their kind words and said the recent co-optees have been a breath of fresh air and 
it’s been a pleasure to work with them.  The insertion of new blood has been very 
positive.  He wishes the Council of 2011 every success and he’ll be keeping an eye 
on the notice board!  Cllr Bates would always be made welcome on the Parish 
Council in the future. 
 
The Clerk to advertise the three positions on the Parish Council after May 5th. 
 
The meeting closed at 8:45pm 
 
The next meeting is the Annual Village Meeting, to be held at 7:30pm on Tuesday 3rd 
May 2011 at The Dorothy Pluck Room, St Mary’s Church.  All villagers are welcome 
to attend 
 
The date of the next PC Meeting is 7:30pm Tuesday 17th May 2011 at the URC, 
Chapel Lane. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 17TH MAY 2011 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:    Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr O’Regan, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr N Webb,  
   Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr Michael Bates, Cllr Tim Stone, Mr John Bottrill 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr M Sunderland 

 

2. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN: 
Cllr Webb proposed Cllr Roberts remain as Chairman.  Cllr Wragg seconded this 
motion, there were no further nominations and all agreed.  Cllr Roberts accepted the 
post. 

 

3. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN: 
Cllr Roberts proposed Cllr Wragg as Vice Chairman.  Cllr O’Regan seconded this 
motion, there were no further nominations and all agreed.  Cllr Wragg accepted the 
post. 

 

4. ELECTION OF COMMITTEES / REPRESENTATIVES: 
Cllr Roberts asked for any changes to committees and given the shortage of numbers 
suggested keeping the status quo for the existing committees and revisit this once 
there are additional Councillors on board.  Cllr Roberts and Cllr O’Regan will remain 
on the Burial Board, Cllr Webb offered to also join that Committee. 

There is a vacancy on the Duxford Liaison Committee.  Cllr Wragg volunteered to 
take this role on, following Michael Bates’ retirement. 

The roles of Planning and Finance Chair and Vice-Chair will be determined at the first 
meetings of both committees. 

 

5. ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE SIGNING: 
All documentation was signed and witnessed by the Clerk 

 

6. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

7. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 19TH APRIL 2011: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

8. MATTERS ARISING:      
Cllr Roberts reported that there was a site visit by members of the SCDC Planning 
Committee, Cllr Roberts attended as part of this.  Circle Anglia agreed to put a path 
along Cambridge Road but it wasn’t felt necessary to put one on Thriplow Road.  
There will only be 2 small openings (less than 1m) on the Thriplow Road.  The 
meeting followed that afternoon, with members of the public present from Fowlmere, 
one who spoke in favour of the proposal.  The resulting vote was 14 in favour of the 
development, none against and the application was duly passed.  The other more 
minor conditions the Parish Council specified are being adhered too as far as is 
possible, and Circle Anglia, the Housing Association, should be commended for 
taking on board what has been asked of them by the local parish.  The Clerk to ask 
Darren Blake at Circle Anglia for an update on progression and do they know the 
numbers which will be part buy/part rental. 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 
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The two applications for Welding Alloys were going to be refused on delegated 
powers at SCDC but the applicant withdrew their applications before this could 
happen.  Local residents have copies of the letter from SCDC stating the reasons for 
their proposed refusal. 

The tree behind High Street / Ryecroft Lane isn’t currently shedding so there is little 
that can be done about it at present – the Councillors to keep a watching brief.  Clerk 
to report back to Mrs Drummond.   

Phillippa from the Post Office has updated the PC re a Post office service in 
Fowlmere.  (The PC would like to thank the Chapel for arranging a special meeting to 
discuss the possibility of hosting the provision although this has not been possible).  
The PO have had further discussions with the Swan Inn about timings and the 
possibility of hosting the service there.  The owner is being extremely helpful and the 
PC hope the discussions will be fruitful.   

 

 

 

Clerk 

9. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Stone gave the following report: 

“The Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Minerals and Waste plan  
The Minerals and Waste plan has been judged sound by the Inspector. This is 
something of a triumph for officers who have worked very hard on calculating what 
minerals – mainly sand and gravel – we shall be digging up and what we shall be 
doing with our waste until 2026. 
 
Now arrangement have been made for the independent examination of the 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Minerals and Waste Site Specific Proposals 
Development Plan Document. 
 
There is probably little to get people excited in our part of the world.  But you can 
never be sure.  One controversial item could be the proposal to create a state-of-the-
art household recycling centre off the Hauxton Road end of the Addenbrooke’s 
access road.  This is hotly contested by some residents of Trumpington.  The main 
problem for the County is that there is no other suitable spot. 
 
Precise details of the dates and the programme for the Hearing sessions can be 
obtained, as they become available, from the Councils’ websites 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk / www.peterborough.gov.uk , or from the Programme 
Officer for the examination. The Programme Officer is Gloria Alexander. She can be 
contacted by telephone on 07789 942854 or via email to 
Gloria.alexander@cambridgeshire.gov.uk.      
 
New Leader 
A new Leader of the Council from today. I think that’s one every couple of years. One 
of the first moves is to remove Liberal Democrats from chairmanship of committees. 
I’m the only Lib Dem chair left – at Audit and Accounts. I take it as a compliment but I 
find it’s not very sensible to impute motives to people; just work on the facts. 
 
Anyway, just to show that I do know something about figures I asked at Full Council 
today how the County is going to engage with local residents to decide how to spend 
the £789,300 which we’re getting for the New Homes Bonus. The County gets this 
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cash to encourage it to promote housebuilding. Over the years that could add up to 
considerable sums. They’ll give me a written reply. 

Meanwhile South Cambridgeshire got £868,649 and they haven’t consulted with 
anyone: just used it to fill a budget hole caused by withdrawal of other grants. That’s 
not exactly the idea. Grant Shapps, the Tory Housing Minister says, “It is now 
essential that councils engage with their local communities to decide how the money 
is spent.” Building in our part of the world is nothing like what is going on in St Neots 
and Cambourne but we could do with our share all the same.” 

Cllr Roberts thanked Cllr Stone.  Mr Bates asked the Parish Council, on behalf of the 
village hall, that they ask for the signage, even if they cannot pay for it.  Cllr Roberts 
sought agreement, all agreed, the Clerk to write to David Lines to request it. 

Cllr Roberts said the Thriplow Triangle application had been approved, 14 votes to 
nil.  Cllr Stone to ask Highways about consulting re yellow lines – is there a 
programme of wording to use in such a consultation.  Cllr Wragg reported that the 
white van no longer seems to be an issue but the cars parking along Thriplow Road 
are an issue. 

Cllr Stone to chase the sign to go at the end of Rectory Lane, at SCDC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

Cllr Stone 

 

Cllr Stone 

10. UPDATE ON THE VILLAGE HALL: 
Mr Bates reported that there have been conditions set regarding the application for a 
new boiler.  KWS are providing funds to improve the kitchen.  The fundraising efforts 
will continue.  £3000 has been accepted from SCDC and Cllr Roberts was asked to 
check if they could further apply for more funds this year. 
 

 

 

Cllr 
Roberts 

11. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 a) Minutes from 3rd May 2011 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY’S CHURCH, 

FOWLMERE ON 3RD MAY 2011 AT 8:30PM 
 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr M Bates, Cllr O Regan, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr M 
Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr Webb 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before 
South Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh. 

2. S/0739/11 
Replace park Home with permanent dwelling 
Springfield, Fowlmere Road, Melbourn, (Parish of Fowlmere) 
Mrs Maxine Blyth 
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Fowlmere Parish Council support this application - it’s a thriving business, and an 
appropriate countryside business.  The proposed building is modest in size and a 
worthwhile improvement for the area and an enhancement for the business.  
Fowlmere Parish Council would far prefer this to another mobile home in its place. 

3. S/0355/11   For Information only – Permission Granted 
Conversion of Garage to Games / Play Room 
Pavillion End, Rectory Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, SG8 7TL 
Mr & Mrs Chris & Jenny Neild 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision. 

 
4. S/0446/11  For Information only – Permission Granted 

Single Storey Extension to side and rear of dwelling 
Robin Cottage, Long Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts, SG8 7TA 
Mr & Mrs James & Fiona Kidd  
 
The Parish Council noted the decision. 

 
5. Other Matters and Updates  

Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
There were no further matters for discussion. 
The meeting closed at 8:45pm    

 
************************************************* 

 
The minutes were agreed as a correct record and were signed accordingly 

 
b) Affordable Housing in Fowlmere Update 
This was completed earlier in the agenda 
. 
c) Heydon Wind Farm 
If a formal planning application is being submitted to SCDC then a meeting 
would be sought, so that knowledge could be gained then.  Discussions must 
not be made prior to that happening and a Parish Council cannot enter onto 
the campaign stage as they need to remain completely neutral.  It would be 
useful to know where information could be sought as and when an application 
is being made. 
 
The meeting was then opened to members of the public and press 
 
Mr Bates congratulated Cllr Roberts on her re-election and is delighted that 
approval has been given for the Thriplow Triangle planning application and 
looks forward to seeing the project through to completion.  The PC can be 
congratulated for being seen to be acting for the people in the village in need 
of affordable housing. 
 

12. BURIAL BOARD: 
There was a payment made this week by Mr and Mrs Macroff for £840 for two plots. 
 
The Chapel doors have been painted to the rear and the front doors are also to have 
a fresh coat of paint.  It was agreed to progress with simply repainting the front doors 
at an additional cost of £200. 
 
The Parish Council were disturbed to discover a group of people re-enacting their 
wedding photos at the Chapel this weekend.  They were told that they didn’t have 
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permission and it was wholly inappropriate to take wedding photos in a cemetery and 
were asked to leave. 
 
Mrs Joan Adams asked permission to neaten her husband’s grave as the soil had 
never settled and to re-turf it.  The Parish Council have no problem with this and the 
Clerk to go back to Mrs Adams and say that’s fine to go ahead. 
 
Clerk to seek a quote for a replacement key as there is only one for the Chapel.   
  

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 

13. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
Cllr Webb reported that a tree is overhanging the path behind Jacksons Way, Clerk to 
ask Chris Wall to quote for some maintenance. 
 
Mr Bates reported that he visited the Moat with Natural England and the hedge 
opposite Mrs Ford in Ryecroft Lane isn’t covered in the report and periodically cutting 
the hedge back will help but it’s the overhang that’s the problem.  Cllr Roberts and 
Cllr O’Regan to meet and view them. 
 
2 trees have been felled along the boundary of Savile Way in the Moat which 
permission wasn’t given for.   
 
Unauthorised signs have been put along the trees leading to the Butts Business Park 
about speeding etc.  Cllr Roberts to take a look. 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
Cllr 
Roberts & 
Cllr 
O’Regan 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Roberts 

14. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:   
a) Minutes from 19th April 2011 

Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Finance and General 
Purposes Committee held in the School Room, URC, Chapel Lane, 
Fowlmere, Tuesday 19th April 2011 at 7:00pm. 

Present:     Cllr O’Regan (Chair), Cllr M Bates, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr D 
 Roberts, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright 
 (Clerk). 

1. Apologies for absence 
 Apologies were received from Cllr Webb 

2. Minutes of previous meeting/Matters Arising 
The previous minutes of 18th January 2011 were agreed and signed.  The 
Friendship Club has now received its donation and have acknowledged and 
thanked the PC. 

 
 Cllr Roberts suggested moving on with the roundabout, especially as the 
 election (or lack of) has now saved the PC money.  Contact SCDC if there are 
 any opportunities for Grant-aid for play equipment (Cllr O’Regan).  
 Suggestions for other adult equipment ie a concrete table-tennis table were 
 made. 
 
3. Review of income and expenditure 

 a) Year end Accounts / Audit 
Cllr O’Regan reported that there have been no untoward expenditure and the 
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PC is within budget. 
 

 b) PAYE for Clerk 
The Clerk reported that this process is now in hand and she will keep the 
Councillors up-to-date. 
 
 c) Melbourn Youth Club 
Fowlmere to donate £300 towards the Youth Club, Cllr Roberts to Propose, 
Cllr Sunderland to second and all agreed.  We should suggest that the Youth 
Club is advertised more.  Cllr O’Regan and Cllr Peacock attended the meeting 
and will also attend a session of the Youth Club.  Cllr Peacock is now the 
Finance Chairman of the Committee. 
 
 d) Street Lighting 
The Cllrs took a look at the documentation from SCDC regarding opting out, 
the initial feeling is to keep with the current arrangement. 
 

4. Precept 
The first half of the 2011-2012 Precept of £30,098.00 should have been paid 
into the bank account – the direct debit confirmation has been received. 

 
5. Trees, Grass and Hedges 

a) Butts Trees 
Acacia provided the cheapest quote (£1041) and ask them to 
confirm a couple of additional details (Cllr O’Regan).  If all 
satisfactory, to go ahead, Cllr Sunderland to propose, Cllr Wragg 
to second, all agreed.  Trees to be replaced in the autumn.  A short 
note to go to the nearest neighbours to tell them what is happening 
(Clerk). 
 
Several branches have been left lying around along the boundary 
of The Green.  Clerk to ask Tamsin if she knows anything about it. 
 
Mrs Ford who lives in Ryecroft Lane opposite the Moat and has 
complained about the overhanging trees – Cllr Bates to take a 
look. 
   

6. Future Projects 
The issue of a roundabout has been discussed. 
 

7. Other Matters 
There were no other matters and the meeting closed at 7:30pm. 

8. Date of next meeting 
The date of the next Finance Meeting is to be Tuesday 19th July at 7:00pm 
(URC) 

************************************ 
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The Clerk reported that she has signed up with the tax office regarding PAYE 
and the process is progressing. 

15. CORRESPONDENCE: 
Darren Moss complained on behalf of his mother about a stone at Fowlmere 
Cemetery.  The memorial stone was discussed at a previous meeting and there is 
nothing further to add.  The Clerk to respond back to Mr Moss. 
 
Cllr Wragg mentioned the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment – the Clerk 
to circulate the full e-mail and register an interest.  Cllr Roberts suggested this is a 
good thing to participate in, Cllr Wragg agreed and there isn’t a great commitment at 
this stage. 
 
Speed limits at the exits of the village will be reviewed once the Thriplow Triangle is 
being completed. 
 
Nico Schonken to receive £11 per year to reimburse him for the hosting charges for 
the web-site. 

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 

16. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly.   
 
The issue of producing a Newsletter to be discussed at the next Finance Meeting.  
More could be used of the Fowlmere and Thriplow News. 
 
The Chairman to write to Michael Bates to thank him for his time as Councillor and 
Clerk and to say a tree will be planted in the village in honour of his length of service. 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Cllr 
Roberts 
 

17. OTHER MATTERS: 
The vacancies on the Parish Council have been advertised and we have received 
one application so far, the closing date is 10th June 2011. 
 
The meeting closed at 20:55pm 
 
The date of the next PC Meeting is 7:30pm Tuesday 28th June 2011 at the URC, 
Chapel Lane. 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 28TH JUNE 2011 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:    Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr O’Regan, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and  
   Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr Tim Stone, Mr John Bottrill, Mrs Pat Flynn 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
There were apologies received from Cllr Peacock and Cllr Webb. 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 17TH MAY 2011: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:      
Cllr Roberts requested adding the item – ‘The Thriplow Triangle’ to item 8. 

Cllr Wragg hasn’t heard anything from the Duxford liaison committee, the Clerk to chase if 
nothing received soon. 

The Clerk has been contacted by Kirstin Bicknell to say the tiles made by the school children 
are ready to go up on the Bus Shelter.  The PC are happy for the work to take place on the 
Bus Shelter by Mr Kohler, who has kindly offered to fix the tiles and he is covered by the PC’s 
insurance.  Clerk to get back to Melbourn Village College to say to go ahead. 

Cllr Roberts updated the Councillors on the Post Office to say progress had been stalled 
because of one possible venue requesting a higher rent than is possible and another not 
being available at the required time.  There is one further possibility but after that, Cllr Roberts 
can’t see a way to resolve the issue. Clerk to approach Amanda Barnes re the possibility of 
using the Village Hall.  The Butts Business Park may also yield a possible location? 

Cllr Roberts said that there is money available at South Cambs for grants and Cllr Roberts 
has let Michael Bates know for the Village Hall. 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

5. REVIEW STANDING ORDERS: 
Cllr O’Regan proposed that the current Standing Orders were adopted and Cllr Sunderland 
seconded.  All agreed and they were duly signed. 
 
Risk Assessments to go on the agenda at the start of the Financial Year and the Finance 
Committee will look at it in the interim. 
 

 

 

Finance 
Comm 

6. POTENTIAL NEW COUNCILLORS – PROCESS 
The Clerk updated the Councillors on the applications received so far and the advice given by 
SCDC concerning further recruitment.  One person has applied in writing and another has 
expressed an interest. 
 
Clerk to invite the candidate who has contacted us to a meeting to informally meet the 
Councillors.  Clerk to source some dates for this purpose and progress. 
 

 

 

 

Clerk 

7. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Stone was gave the following report: 
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“New Homes Bonus 
Last month I reported on my question in Full Council how the County is intending to engage 
with local residents to decide how to spend the £789,300 which we’re getting for the New 
Homes Bonus. That is what government expects them to do. I have yet to receive the 
promised written reply.  You will remember that the District Council just stuffed their £800,000 
in their pockets. Now I notice from next week’s County cabinet papers that the County is going 
to trouser their money, too.  For now. 
 
Local Transport 
The County’s decision to eliminate all bus subsidies has now reached an interesting point.  
The annual bus subsidy is £2.7million and was to have been removed in four years.  The first 
set of cuts has already taken place. 
Now the County has been hit with a judicial review, which claims that the County has failed in 
its statutory duty to consider the needs of the vulnerable.  Also, working through an opaque 
set of organizations called Core Solutions Group, Cambridgeshire Transport Delivery Group, 
Cambridgeshire Future Transport and the Transport for Cambridgeshire Partnership the 
County is working to combine the transport budgets of Health and Education and create a 
micro-franchise scheme for entrepreneurs to take over where bus companies withdraw 
services. 
 
Liberal Democrats on the County Council have insisted from the start that a root and branch 
survey of transport needs should take place and alternatives be ready for when bus subsidies 
are cut.  The County has now decided that the proposed October cuts will not take place but 
will form part of next year’s budget. 
 
We are trying to work with bus companies and other interested parties to find solutions.  But at 
the moment the future of the 31 is assured until April 2012 at least.  As you can imagine, 
Meridian are not happy bunnies. 
 
Highway Programme Funding Allocation  
The County’s cabinet decided this month on the budget for small highway improvements.  The 
annual budget for South Cambridgeshire this year is £50,000. The proposal is that in future 
the maximum amount the County would contribute per project would be £5,000 with an 
additional contribution from parish councils of £1 per elector with a maximum of £5,000. 
 
For this year the decision as to which projects would succeed is to be taken by the South 
Cambridgeshire Traffic Management Area Joint Committee who will try to tackle some of the 
backlog.  From next year it would be “assessed and prioritised by a panel of county councillors 
drawn from each area.”  I spoke at cabinet on this subject and received the answer that the 
Area Joint Committees would be “reinvigorated”. I have now been told that I was quite right 
with my suggestion that our Area Joint Committee is likely to be abolished.  Addenbrooke’s 
staff might be interested in that use of the word “reinvigorated”. 
 
Protected Roadside Verges 
In Cambridgeshire we used to have many hay meadows with native wild flowers in them. 
Changes in farming practices mean that these traditional meadows have been lost. Now road 
verges represent the largest area of unimproved grassland in the county and provide a refuge 
for a wide range of species including some that are considered to be rare and scarce. 
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County Highways have nominated 57 Protected Road Verges, of which 38 form part of County 
Wildlife Sites and 2 form part of SSSIs (statutory designed sites of national importance). One 
of them is on both sides of Mill Road in Fowlmere. They were all protected with a cutting 
regime suited to the kinds of plants at each site.  In our part of the world we are talking about 
chalk grassland, so cuts should take place in April and September/October. 
 
Now the County has decided that it can no longer afford to give these verges special attention. 
The grass will be cut three times a year, just like everywhere else. In most places the cuts will 
be a metre wide. Where there is a potential visibility problem for motorists the cuts will be 
wider. 
 
This is sheer vandalism. Many of the verges were already deteriorating and in a few years’ 
time they won’t be worth protecting at all.  
 
I have discovered that the cost to the County of changing the cutting schedule for protected 
verges is £6,500 for a full year.  I should very much like your support in protesting against this 
penny-pinching decision.”        

 
It was agreed that the Clerk would write a letter of support regarding the specialised cutting of 
protected verges.  Cllr Stone to supply the Clerk with the information needed and the Clerk will 
copy him into the letter.  Cllr Stone to supply the Clerk with a map of the verges and Cllr 
Wragg to look into this further. 

Street lighting to go on the next Finance meeting agenda and check insurance issues.  Cllr 
Wragg suggested taking a look at the lights lit on evening.   

Cllr Roberts commended Cllr Stone on his efforts re the bus subsidy cuts and thinks his early 
intervention had great effect. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk/Cllr 
Stone / Cllr 
Wragg 

Finance 
Comm  

8. UPDATE ON THE VILLAGE HALL: 
Cllr Wragg had an e-mail from Michael Bates re the offer from KWS about the donation 
towards a kitchen.  The VH are also applying to the Big Lottery fund for £26,000 to replace all 
doors and windows.  Mr Bates asked if the PC agree to use the £2000 set aside for the VH to 
pay for new kitchen windows and associated building regulation costs, at the same time as the 
kitchen work.  The PC had no objections and will formally agree once the quotes have been 
seen. Clerk to report back to Michael Bates. 
 

 

 

 

Clerk 

9. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 a) Minutes from 17th May 2011 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE ON 17TH MAY 2011 AT 

7:15PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr O Regan, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr N Webb and 
Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr M Sunderland and Cllr L Wragg 
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1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before 
South Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh.  
 
Cllr N Webb declared a personal and prejudicial interest as the people at item 2 are 
friends and left the room at 7:20pm 
 

2.   C/11/40/029 
Application to undertake work on trees situated in a Conservation Area 
Mere House, Rectory Lane, Fowlmere 
Mr R Care (3 New Farm Close) 
 
Fowlmere Parish Council would seek the advice of the SCDC Tree Officer as to 
whether this work is necessary.  The Parish Council can only assume the applicants 
have sought permission from the owners of Mere House to undertake the work. 
 
Cllr N Webb returned to the room at 7:25pm 
 

3. Other Matters and Updates  
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
 
There were no further matters for discussion. 
 
The meeting closed at 7:27pm    

 
************************************************* 

 
The minutes were agreed as a correct record and were signed accordingly 

 
b) Affordable Housing in Fowlmere Update – Thriplow Triangle 
The Clerk has heard from Circle Anglia to say that the project is progressing and now 
has a builder on board.  The subject of supporting a second site was raised but Cllr 
Roberts said the PC would need to see the current project up and running and only 
following its success over a couple of years, would the PC look at any additional 
applications for an additional site.  This is the policy position, so there is little point in 
any housing associations applying for additional sites before 2 years of full occupancy 
at the Thriplow Triangle have passed. 
 
The Clerk to forward the formal planning approval to all Councillors from SCDC. 
 
The meeting was opened to members of the public. 
 
Mrs Flynn questioned the conditions for the Thriplow Triangle, did they cover all the 
conditions the Parish Council required?  Cllr Roberts read out the document and it 
was felt that it covered all aspects. 
 
Mr Bottrill asked about the Foxton car scheme (following bus subsidy cuts) – is this 
something that Fowlmere can share, even as a temporary measure?  The PC will 
need to look into this, if the attempts to get a PO service in the village fails – initially 
via a notice on the board.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. BURIAL BOARD: 
Following a historical issue in the alignment of one of the rows in the cemetery, which has just 
come to light, it was agreed that the PC should reimburse all monies paid, (except for a £1 to 
show ownership, to demonstrate he has purchased it) to a resident affected by the issue.  Cllr 
Wragg proposed and Cllr O’Regan seconded it, all agreed that the Clerk to send a letter of 
apology and regret from the PC 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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A time of 6pm on Sunday 3rd July was agreed to meet at the cemetery to discuss further. 
 
It was also suggested that Chris Wall is asked to quote to clear the weeds from the new 
hedge at the cemetery extension (following a look on the 6th July) 
 

 
All 
 
Clerk 

11. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
 a) Moat Trees 
The issue of moat trees was raised and there are lots of large pieces of debris in the Moat 
area which need to be removed.  Clerk to ask Chris Wall to be asked to quote for the removal 
of the debris. 
 
Concern was raised about some raised decking protruding into the Moat Area – Cllr Roberts 
to seek advice from SCDC. 
 
The PC were fine to progress payment for Malcolm Busby for his consultancy work in the 
Moat area, proposed by Cllr Wragg and seconded by Cllr O’Regan– all agreed. 
 
It was agreed that the overhanging trees in Ryecroft Lane should be trimmed back, in stages 
to coincide with work undertaken in the Moat area. 
 
SCDC should be asked to notify PC’s when work is to be undertaken to avoid any confusion – 
ie Dovehouse Close. 
 
Clerk to respond back to Mrs Drummond to say that we will maintain a watching brief on the 
situation.  Cllr O’Regan to look. 
 
Following a request from the PTFA at the school re parking on the Butts for the 150th 
celebrations, the PC agreed that parking would not be permitted – all were in agreement.  
Clerk to respond back to the PTFA 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Cllr Roberts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 

12. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:   
a) Audit.  

The Clerk reported that the internal audit had been successful and she would send 
the paperwork off for the external audit.      

b) Post Office 
This item was discussed earlier 

c) Playground Repairs.   
Following the ROSPA recommendations, the usual contractor who the PC have used 
previously is no longer operational.  It was suggested the Clerk makes contact with 
the person Foxton PC use. 

The Clerk read out a request from Appleacre Park about supplying an elderly resident 
there with a panic button.  All agreed to progress the installation of a new security 
alarm, Clerk to organise. 

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

13. CORRESPONDENCE: 
Re the Accorsini Memorial stone complaint letter, Cllr Roberts requested the Clerk write and 
say it has been discussed, the situation is that wherever we can, we do like to oblige people’s 
choices at the cemetery and this correspondence is now closed. 
 

 
Clerk 
 

14. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The Action List was updated accordingly 
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15. OTHER MATTERS: 

Re the stile on the footpath to Foxton, Cllr Roberts to ask about whether there needs to be 
‘flat’ access at all (SCDC) 
 
The meeting closed at 21:20pm 
 
The date of the next PC Meeting is 7:30pm Tuesday 19th July 2011 at the URC, Chapel Lane, 
(with a Finance Meeting first at 7:00pm) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



1 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 19TH JULY 2011 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:    Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr E  
   O’Regan, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr Tim Stone and several members of the public. 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
There were apologies received from Cllr Webb. 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. NEW COUNCILLORS – DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 
Cllr Roberts welcomed Cllr Bottrill and Cllr Flynn to the Parish Council and thanked them for 
their time and interest. 

 

4. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 28TH JUNE 2011: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

5. MATTERS ARISING:      
Cllr Stone to check re Duxford Liaison as Cllr Wragg has not had an invitation to a meeting 
yet. 

The Bus Shelter will have a ceremony at 11:30am on Thursday 21st July to mark the new tiled 
panels which the school have made.  They are currently being fixed to the shelter.  All 
members of the PC invited – the school will attend.   

Cllr Stone to chase David Lines re yellow lines survey – Thriplow Triangle. 

 
Cllr Stone 

 

 

 
Cllr Stone 

6. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Stone was gave the following report: 

“New Homes Bonus 
At the County’s cabinet meeting on 5th July it decided to pocket the New Homes Bonus. That 
is £783,300 which was supposed to be spent after discussion with communities. In six years 
the annual amount will be £4,800,000 and the District Council will have about the same 
amount as well. 

The money is to go to corporate reserves. “The funding will be available later in the year if 
there’s a requirement for it.”  

Meanwhile the County’s bid for £5million of Local Sustainable Transport Fund has been 
unsuccessful. Cambridgeshire will be invited to try again next year.  This might give us the 
opportunity to bid for local improvements.  

Local Transport 
The bus subsidy cut issue rumbles on. I spoke at Cabinet about the County leaving 
communities in the dark about what is being proposed and was told by the Chairman that I 
was liverish.  Afterwards the Cabinet member responsible told me that the County is 
proposing to pull together the budgets of school transport, the health service and so on to see 
what can be produced without the annual £2.7 million bus subsidy.  There are to be a couple 
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of community transport projects which will test the new approach.  In any event there will be 
no further subsidy cuts until at least next April. 
 
Because parish councils have so far been given no useful information about the way forward I 
have asked a Cabinet Member to come and talk to us to explain what is going on.  He says he 
will but will need to have an officer in attendance.  I await proposals for possible dates. 
 
Highway Programme Funding Allocation  
I have e-mailed all parish councils about the proposals for spending the £50,000 allocated for 
Local Highway Schemes. 
 
The schemes appear to be a bit of a ragbag.  Already Great and Little Abington have 
cancelled one each and Little Abington have added two.  Duxford can’t understand what theirs 
is about and Thriplow are a bit miffed about theirs.  So there is much work to be done before 
next Monday. 
 
Libraries 
I understand that the plan for a Trust to take over running the county’s libraries has run into 
rough water.  It could be “back to the drawing board” time, which is a pity after all the wok and 
consultation which has gone on.  In any event there will be no further changes apart from the 
library opening times and the introduction of more automation.” 
 
Cllr Wragg requested additional minutes from meetings – Cllr Roberts to ask at SCDC re the 
New Homes Bonus. 
 
Cllr Roberts would be happy to consider taking on the work for the protected verges, in the 
proper way at the proper time.  Clerk to get back in touch with CCC. 

7. UPDATE ON THE VILLAGE HALL: 
There was nothing additional to report on the Village Hall 

 

 

8. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 a) Minutes from 12th July 2011 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY’S CHURCH, 

FOWLMERE ON 12TH JULY 2011 AT 8:15PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr O Regan, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr L Wragg 
and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr N Webb 

IN ATTENDANCE Several members of the public 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South 
Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh. 

2. S/1487/10 For information only – Permission granted 
Ten Affordable Dwellings 
Land adjacent to 4 Cambridge Road, Fowlmere 
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Mr Darren Blake, Circle Anglia Ltd 

 The Parish Council noted the decision.  Cllr Roberts reported that the Builder is now 
 buying the land and the Housing Association has now submitted the bid for funding, so there 
is progress, albeit a little slow. 

1. 3. S/0739/11 For information only – Permission granted 
Replace park home with permanent dwelling 
Springfield, Fowlmere Road, Melbourn (Parish of Fowlmere) 
Mrs Maxine Blyth 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision 
 
4. S/0503/11 For information only – Permission granted 
Detached Garden Room 
2 East Barns, Chrishall Grange Road, Fowlmere, Royston 
Mr M Sykes 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision 
 
5. S/0374/11 For information only – Permission granted 
Installation of domestic heating oil storage tank at the front of the property and erection of a 
slatted wooden screen 
66 Chapel Lane, Fowlmere 
Mr Robert Cullen 

The Parish Council noted the decision 

6. S/0462/11 For information only – Permission granted 
Construction of a Kiosk to House a Booster Pump on the Clean Water Network with an 
Access Track Within the Existing Cambridge Water Company Site and an Additional Parking 
Space for Maintenance Visits 
Fowlmere Pumping Station, Chrishall Road, Fowlmere, Cambs 
Mr Martin Styles, Cambridge Water Company 

The Parish Council noted the decision 

7. S/0526/11 For information only – Application withdrawn 
Erection of Two Dwellings 
The Nurseries, The Way, Fowlmere 
c/o Cheffins 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision 

8. S/1233/11 
Erection of Single Storey extension in place of existing conservatory 
Pear Tree House, Thriplow Road, Fowlmere 
Mr and Mrs Simon and Julia Brooks 

The Parish Council has no objections and recommends approval, the design is not impinging 
on neighbouring properties and is in keeping with the area. 
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9. S/1043/11 
Outline Planning Application for 9 Affordable Dwellings 
Land to the rear of Pipers Close, Fowlmere 
Chartism Housing 

The Parish Council strongly object to this application.  Fowlmere Parish Council already 
supports a scheme for affordable housing in Fowlmere which is in process.  It is the Council’s 
stated policy to complete this process and see it in operation for a full two years and then test 
whether another is required.  This application is contrary to this policy. 

The Parish Council have already submitted comments to the previous application S/1236/10, 
which would still apply 
 
10. S/1223/11 
Erection of Dwelling 
Land West of The Way, Fowlmere 
c/o Cheffins 

The Parish Council strongly object to this application.  The PC would request that if their view 
is contrary to that of SCDC, we would ask the officers contact the Local District Councillor as 
to her view of requesting it goes to the planning committee for decision, not on delegated 
powers.  This site is unacceptable for a domestic dwelling.  It does not preserve or enhance, 
is in the conservation area, too close in proximity to neighbouring properties, is in the flood 
plain and will still have an overbearing effect, despite now only being one storey.  The design 
is not in keeping and the ‘screening’ stated in the application simply does not exist - and there 
is little scope to improve the screening.  The property and potential residents will suffer from 
its position and proximity to the factory entrance and associated traffic and parking etc.  The 
very fact that they are requiring triple glazing, proves the environmental health issues are valid 
– it is a real problem site. 

Lastly, the Parish Council mentioned in their comments to the previous application on this site 
(S/0521/11) that this application should be taken into consideration jointly with the other one 
on the same factory’s land (S1226/11), which would mean an element of affordable housing 
would need to be included. 
 
11. S/1226/11 
Erection of Two Dwellings 
The Nurseries, The Way, Fowlmere 
c/o Cheffins 
 
The Parish Council strongly object to this application.  The PC would request that if their view 
is contrary to that of SCDC, we would ask the officers contact the Local District Councillor as 
to her view of requesting it goes to the planning committee for decision, not on delegated 
powers.  Two large, two-storey dwellings are planned for a site which currently has one very 
modest bungalow.  The application is detrimental to all neighbouring properties – they will be 
very close in proximity and constantly overlooked.  There is screening on the plans which 
does not exist in reality.  The quality of life for potential residents would be detrimental as they 
are on top of a large car park which is gravelled and already emits a lot of noise which can be 
heard from properties further away.  The floodlighting in the factory and car park will spill out 
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into the area – subject to extensive light and noise pollution as the factory operates 7 days a 
week, almost continually, there will no break in these levels.  

Lastly, the Parish Council mentioned in their comments to the previous application on this site 
(S/0521/11) that this application should be taken into consideration jointly with the other one 
on the same factory’s land (S1226/11), which would mean an element of affordable housing 
would need to be included.      
 
12. Other Matters and Updates  
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
 
There were no further matters for discussion. 
 
The meeting closed at 8:50pm    

The minutes were agreed as a correct record and were signed accordingly 
 

************************************************* 
 
b) Affordable Housing in Fowlmere Update – Thriplow Triangle 
 
Cllr Roberts reported there was nothing additional to add about the TT, we are waiting 
for building to start. 
 

A planning meeting will be held on Tuesday 26th July at 8pm, at St Mary’s for new 
applications which have recently come in 

.   
 

9. BURIAL BOARD: 
An inquiry has been made re a purchase of a half plot for internment of ashes.  

 
 
 

10. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
 a) Moat Trees 
Cllr O’Regan to chase Acacia re the work on the Chestnut trees at The Butts. 
 
Cllr Roberts reported on wood left in piles at the Moat and bad erosion from a rope swing from 
an overhanging bough.  Cllr Roberts and Cllr O’Regan visited The Moat and noted the bad 
erosion with no vegetation to hold it together.  The Moat is a Scheduled Ancient Monument 
and needs to be protected.  Chris Wall removed the wood and took down the swing and would 
hope the situation is now rectified.  (Overhanging branches need to be returned to the owners 
property.)  Cllr Roberts sought advice from Conservation at SCDC re the exposed bank, it 
needs to be reported to English Heritage (Ancient Monuments Inspector – Will Fletcher 01223 
582710)  Cllr Roberts proposes he is contacted to come and give his view re the exposed 
stretch, everywhere else is in good order.  All agreed. 
 
Cllr Wragg questioned the issue of access as it is a Scheduled Ancient Monument and the 
issue of funding needs to be addressed.   
 
Dan O’Connell at CCC also needs to be advised about what has happened.  Clerk to inform 
him as he may wish to inspect the area. 
 

The meeting was opened to members of the public. 
 
Mr Lester said that the damage may not have happened if the work proposed in the survey 
had been undertaken more quickly.  The PC have neglected their duties.  Cllr Roberts said 

 
 
Cllr E 
O’Regan 
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that the PC are trying to achieve funding for the work which will take place over a period of 
years.  The only tree that had to be removed, was removed immediately.  Mr Lester said all 
the other work should have been undertaken in a year.  Cllr Roberts explained this simply isn’t 
possible from the precept and needs to come from external funding (English Heritage).  Mr 
Lester expressed his concern over trees that have fallen down, would have fallen very near to 
his property.  The Insurers would advise if notices need to be put up about falling branches in 
high winds. 
 
Mr Lester would like some notice about people taking photos at the rear of the gardens, which 
include the rear of his house.  Some discussion would have been welcomed.  Mrs Wooldridge 
would have added her agreement to this, especially with regards to the wood.  Hopefully it’s 
clear as to who’s property the wood is. Cllr Wragg suggested a reminder to that extent is put 
in the magazine and notice board.  Mrs Wooldridge said that the only trees cut down by 
residents were given permission by the PC. 
 
Another resident questioned the boundaries of the Moat and they would be marked by proper 
plans.  Perhaps the resident would need to see the deeds of their house. 
 
An up to date map from English Heritage to show the boundary which could be shared would 
be useful – Clerk to ask.   
 
Re the letter from – write to the children to say pleased they like the moat and hope they 
continue to enjoy it but the part where the rope is forms an ancient monument – PC must 
make sure it’s not spoilt and lost to us which is why it sadly had to be removed.  Clerk to send.   
 
Mr Lester - re flooding – people in the village have had their insurances increased to cover the 
potential for flooding, put together by the water authority.  Were the PC aware?   
 
 

11. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:   
a) Update from Finance Meeting  

Nothing to report that has not been minuted. 

 
 

12. CORRESPONDENCE: 
Clerk to contact Gardencare or Mr Salmons about fixing the leaning stone at the cemetery. 
 

 
 

13. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The Action List was updated accordingly 
 

 
 
 

14. OTHER MATTERS: 
 
Cllr Sunderland reported that 23 Ryecroft – public open space area, maintained by PC, 
remove and clear your bins asap – send letter 
 
A light in the High Street isn’t working, Cllr Roberts to take the number for the Clerk to report 
it. 
 
Ask Hardy’s to ensure it’s included – Ryecroft Lane by the Electricity Station.. 
 
The meeting closed at 9:00pm 
 
There is no meeting in August, so the date of the next PC Meeting is 7:30pm Tuesday 20th 
September 2011 at the URC, Chapel Lane. 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 20TH SEPTEMBER 2011 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:    Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr E  
   O’Regan, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr N Webb And Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr Nicholas Flynn, resident. 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr Wragg. 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 19TH JULY 2011: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:      
Cllr O’Regan mentioned that she still hadn’t had a reply from Acacia re the removal of the 
Chestnut Trees on The Butts.  Clerk to chase. 

The PC need to start looking for quotes for the Parish Council taking on the responsibility of 
cutting the protected verges from Hardy’s (twice per annum).  Clerk to ask Hardy’s. 

 
Clerk 

 

Clerk 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Stone was unable to attend the meeting but he sent the following report which was 
circulated: 

“High Speed Broadband 
The County has announced that it is prepared to borrow up to £20 million to ensure that 
everyone in Cambridgeshire has access to high-speed broadband.  The minimum proposed is 
25 mbps but apparently any substantial up-grade would allow for 80 mbps. The government 
has offered £6.75 million to Cambridgeshire and Peterborough to cope with the 40.5% of 
homes which are estimated to be eligible for the subsidy. The County has also earmarked £4 
million of money originally destined for social projects. The government requires the County to 
draw up delivery plans so that the scheme is operating by 2015.  It also requires the County to 
find outside funding to make up the difference between the government’s contribution and the 
real cost, which is estimated to be in the order of £70 million.  European money should be 
available to help.  
 
I have made the point to the leader of the council that areas of South Cambridgeshire have a 
very patchy service at the moment, with parts of villages and even individual houses with very 
sub-standard speeds.  These should not be forgotten as “desert areas” in the north of the 
county are dealt with.  There is also the question of where the County is to get the money to 
repay its borrowing. 
 
Household Recycling 
The inspector who is reviewing the Site Specific detail of the County’s Minerals and Waste 
Plan has said that he is minded to remove from the plan the proposed Household Recycling 
Centre off the Addenbrooke’s relief road. Although it is sited in the Green Belt I remain in 
favour of it, especially for those of our residents who find the Thriplow site inconvenient.  
Statutory consultees have apparently already received notice of this and have been asked for 
their views.  The consultation is now over but I understand from the inspector’s office that the 
additional information which the County has provided is very impressive. 

 
Clerk 
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Bus matters 
Our bus meeting took place at Whittlesford Memorial Hall last Tuesday.  Apart from learning 
that it’s all very complex and that the idea is to merge transport provision of the health service 
and school transport we didn’t get too far.   We are now promised that the planned October 
bus cuts will not take place and the earliest any further changes will happen is April 2012.  A 
questionnaire has been compiled to gather people’s views, which can be  
found at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/busreview .  

If you do not wish to complete this questionnaire online, paper copies are available by using 
one of the following means. By email: bus.tenders@cambridgeshire.gov.uk By telephone: 
0345 045 0675 By post: Cambridgeshire County Council, CC1301, Castle Court, Shire Hall, 
Cambridge, CB3 0AP  

I have asked for 100 paper copies but I’ve been told that they will be available only later this 
week. The closing date for responses to the questionnaire is 16:00 on Friday 9th December 
2011.  
 
If you are a bus user then please do complete the questionnaire. And if you have any 
problems or difficulties do get in touch with me. 
 
Last month I went to March to see how East Cambridgeshire is dealing with the challenge.  
They seem to be rather more advanced than South Cambridgeshire with both specific 
transport for young people and pinpointing where users of bus passes live so that bus routes 
and bus stops can be designed around them. 
 
The County has now taken over running the bus pass scheme from Districts.  Bus pass 
holders should not notice any difference except that renewals will be staggered to avoid any 
potential logjams. 
 
Street Lighting 
Some parish councils are not clear as to the residual responsibilities of the District Council 
with regard to those lights which were transferred to parishes.  Balfour Beatty have no 
knowledge of any involvement with the District Council.  The County has no information, 
either.   
 
I have therefore asked Paul Quigley of the District Council to give parish councils a written 
statement of the District Council’s retained duties with regard to insurance, replacement and 
repair of parish council lights.  He has promised to let me have a “form of words” which can be 
sent to parish councils because apparently the District Council is reviewing its role in street 
lighting.  Meanwhile he confirms that there is no need for parish councils to insure “their”street 
lights because the District Council already does so. 
 
Constituency boundaries 
The coalition has decided to reduce the number of parliamentary seats from 650 to 600. Last 
week the  Boundary Commission for England published its draft proposals for parliamentary 
constituency boundaries in England. The plans show a radical change in the South 
Cambridgeshire constituency with the centre of gravity moving east.  So it could be welcome 
to Linton and a number of villages from Histon south. 

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/busreview
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 There will be an official consultation period of 12 weeks before the Boundary Commission 
decides whether or not to change its plans.  You will be able to submit your views on the 
proposals either: 
a) in writing at any time during that 12-week period; or 
b) orally at one of the public hearings that will take place at the Gonville Hotel, Gonville Place 
in Cambridge on Thursday 10th or Friday 11th November. 
 
In Spring 2012 the Boundary Commission will publish all the responses to the initial 
consultation (including transcripts of the public hearings). There will then be a further four-
week period when you can send in writing your views about any of those initial 
representations. 
 
If the Boundary Commission revises any of their proposals following these two consultation 
periods, there will be a further 8-week period when you will be able to send them your views in 
writing on the revised proposals.  I don’t think many people are bothered. 

Yellow Lines 
I have heard nothing recently from David Lines about the proposals to discourage parking at 
the Cambridge Road/Thriplow Road triangle.  Please let me know if you need any help. “ 
 

6. UPDATE ON THE VILLAGE HALL: 
They VH Committee has recently had a pricing meeting. The new kitchen is installed and is a 
huge improvement.  Further fundraising continues. 

 

 

7. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 a) Minutes from 26th July, 2nd and 23rd August 2011 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY’S CHURCH, 

FOWLMERE ON 26TH JULY 2011 AT 8:00PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E O’Regan, Cllr 
J Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr N Webb and Cllr L Wragg 

IN ATTENDANCE Mr Ayliffe-Robson, Mr Wall and Mr Williams, residents 

 
1. Declarations of interest (if any) 

Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before 
South Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh. 
Cllr Roberts declared a personal interest in item 4 as her address is in Long Lane 
although at the other end.  It’s not a prejudicial interest though as it is far enough 
away. 

 
2. Committee Responsibilities – Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

The Councillors signed the appropriate documentation – Cllr Roberts as Chairman of 
Planning Committee and Cllr Peacock as Vice Chairman of Planning Committee 
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3. Update on Affordable Housing 
Cllr Roberts updated on the situation – “A formal registered social landlord should 
make an application for affordable housing, as this covers the duties towards the land, 
often outside the village envelope.  We need to be careful to not open up the land 
outside the village envelope for speculative building.  We expect to be approached by 
a registered social landlord who is already working with SCDC and this is how the 
situation has been with Circle Anglia at the Thriplow Triangle.  Land can be classed 
as ‘exception’ sites, which means it’s primarily for Fowlmere residents/workers, 
currently in unsuitable property, medical reasons, expensive rented accommodation in 
the village, needing to return to the village etc – needs led, not demand led.  SCDC 
are involved in the process from the early stages.   
 
There are currently two applications for affordable housing – Land behind Piper’s 
Close which has been rejected by the PC and SCDC several times and will be 
discussed at the next SCDC panel meeting (1st August)  Cllr Roberts (District 
Councillor) and Cllr Wragg (Parish Representative) will attend this meeting.     

4. S/1365/11  
Ten Affordable Dwellings 
Land adjacent to Bury House, Long Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
Alan Finch, Stepford Homes Ltd  
 
This application is from a builder, not a housing association and there has been little 
contact so far at SCDC re this application.  Cllr Roberts opened up the meeting to the 
members of the public.   
Comments included - There is a site not yet developed and a step by step approach 
should be taken.  The infrastructure is not in place to take extra housing on that site.  
The developer should introduce some element of traffic calming as part of the 
application.  Sympathetic to the idea of Affordable Housing and if there is a need, then 
assuming proper parameters are met, they would support the development.  Worry 
from a strategic point of view from the point of the village, how many times will the PC 
have to address this need?  What is the demand?  Could SCDC be involved in 
filtering applications? 
Cllr Roberts continued - Until the Thriplow Triangle is developed, policy has been re 
an exception site that we would not support further development for a period of 2 
years.  Then ask for another survey be done, to assess the need.  The sewerage 
terminates near to the site and there are already floods.   
Fowlmere Parish Council are strongly against this development and recommend 
refusal because there is no evidence to say the application is connected to a 
registered social landlord and the policy Fowlmere Parish Council have taken is to 
take things one step at a time, not to be pushed at opening areas of land for 
development unless there are guarantees that it will be working with a registered 
social landlord.  The Thriplow Triangle needs to be in place.  No attempt has been 
made to follow proper process, to work with the PC and seems to be a speculative 
development. 

5. S/1215/11  
Single storey rear extension to bungalow 
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26 Ryecroft Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TT 
Mr Roy Bowron 
 
The Parish Council recommend approval for this application as it is a modest 
extension, which causes no overlooking or inconvenience 

6. S/1213/11  
Single storey extension and addition of pitched roof over existing flat roofed entrance 
hall 
Dove House, Rectory Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TJ 
Mr Vic Morris 
 
The Parish Council noted that the application had since been withdrawn 

7. Other Matters and Updates  
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
 
2 applications were received in the week, a further meeting needs to be held at 
7:30pm on Tuesday 2nd August 2011, at St Mary’s 
 
There were no further matters for discussion. 
The meeting closed at 8:50pm    
**************************************************************************************** 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY’S CHURCH, 

FOWLMERE ON 2ND AUGUST 2011 AT 7:30PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr E O’Regan, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L 
Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr J Peacock and Cllr N Webb. 

IN ATTENDANCE Mr McQuoid, resident 

 
1. Declarations of interest (if any) 

Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before 
South Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh. 

2. Update on the Post Office Provision in Fowlmere 
Cllr Roberts updated the Councillors on the situation with the Post Office.  The PO 
returned to look at the Village Hall, which they felt too isolated and they returned to St 
Mary’s which would be a better option from their point of view (Dorothy Pluck Room) 
but the telephone installation would be very disruptive and may not be allowed on a 
listed building.  The PCC at St Mary’s should now be approached as this is a valuable 
community service which should be reinstated.  Clerk to write to the PCC.  This works 
to the advantage of the most vulnerable people in the community. 
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3. S/1213/11 - For Information Only – Application Withdrawn  
Single storey extension and addition of pitched roof over existing flat roofed entrance 
hall 
Dove House, Rectory Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TJ 
Mr Vic Morris 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision to withdraw the application 

4. S/1385/11  
Carport and Log Store 
Keepers Cottage, Chrishall Grange, Chrishall Grange Road, Fowlmere, Royston, 
SG8 7NT 
Mr Peter McDermott 
 
The Parish Council has no objections, the application is in keeping with the rest of the 
property, with no overlooking neighbours to be affected. 

5. S/1375/11  
Single Storey Extension 
2 Aldous Court, Fowlmere, Royston, SG8 7WA 
Mr and Mrs Christopher / Jessica McQuoid 
 
The Parish Council recommend approval as it is in keeping with the rest of the 
building, there is no overlooking, not in the Conservation area and it won’t detract in 
any way. 

6. Other Matters and Updates  
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
The meeting with SCDC needs to be rearranged – Cllr Roberts and Cllr Wragg to 
organise. 
There were no further matters for discussion. 
The meeting closed at 7:50pm    

***************************************************************************************************** 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 

COMMITTEE HELD IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY’S CHURCH, 
FOWLMERE ON 23RD AUGUST 2011 AT 7:30PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr E O’Regan, Cllr J Peacock 
and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr P Flynn, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Cllr N Webb. 

IN ATTENDANCE Mr Joubert - Resident, Mr Chris Ramsey - Chair Governors Fowlmere 
   School. 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before 
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South Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh. 

2. S/1359/11 
Alterations to toilet area – Block and relocate door opening and replace fixtures 
Fowlmere Primary School, Butts Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7SL 
Fowlmere Primary School. 
 
The Parish Council recommends approval for this application as it is a very sensible 
move for the school which satisfies the needs and safety of the children, giving them 
the independence they need.  It does not spoil any of the historic fabric of the building. 

 
3. S/1483/11 

Extensions and detached garage (Application to extend the time limit for 
implementation for extant planning permission S/1498/08/F) 
Redlands, Cambridge Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7QN 
Mrs June Lawrence 
 
The Parish Council recommends approval, as it is not a large extension, it will not 
impact on any neighbouring properties and it improves the visual aspect of the 
property 

4. S/1547/11 
Two storey rear Extension 
24a Pipers Close, Fowlmere, SG8 7RT 
Mr & Mrs Joubert  
 
The Parish Council recommends approval for this application as it won’t impact on 
neighbouring properties and has no overlooking windows from the new extension. 

5. S/1223/11 - For Information Only - Amendment 
Erection of Dwelling 
Land West of The Way, Fowlmere, SG8 7QS 
Cheffins  
 
The Parish Council noted the amendment.  Cllr Roberts reported that although the PC 
have not supported the application(s), apparently SCDC are to be recommending 
approval for this application and the adjoining application (Nurseries).  Cllr Roberts 
has requested and has had it approved, that both applications will go to full Planning 
Committee at SCDC, with a site visit, probably at the beginning of September.  A 
representative from the PC will need to go to support the rejection of the 
application(s). 
 
Mr Ramsey, neighbouring resident, said the land looks awful as rough ground has 
been allowed to develop, because the trees were unnecessarily ripped out prior to the 
application.  This needs explaining as the land looks untidy where previously it looked 
better kept. 

6. S/1213/11 - For Information Only – Permission Granted 
Single storey extension and addition of pitched roof over existing flat roofed entrance 
hall 
Dove House, Rectory Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TJ 
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Mr Vic Morris 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision 

 
7. S/1215/11 - For Information Only – Permission Granted 

Single storey rear extension to bungalow 
26 Ryecroft Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TT 
Mr Roy Bowron 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision 

 
8. S/1233/11 - For Information Only – Permission Granted 

Erection of Single Storey extension in place of existing conservatory 
Pear Tree House, Thriplow Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7QT 
Mr and Mrs Simon and Julia Brooks 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision 

9. Other Matters and Updates  
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
 
There were no further matters for discussion. 
The meeting closed at 7:50pm    

***************************************************************************************************** 
The minutes were agreed as a correct record and were signed accordingly 
 

************************************************* 
 
Cllr Roberts and Cllr Wragg attended the planning meeting at SCDC regarding the 
Long Lane and Pipers Close ‘affordable housing’ applications, expressing their 
concern.  The results of that panel meeting have not yet been made public. 
 
Update with the Post Office – an update has been received from the PO and St 
Mary’s are considering their options.  There are now new owners in Queen’s Head so 
the Clerk has been asked to let Phillippa know so she can contact the Queen’s Head.  
 
b) Affordable Housing in Fowlmere Update – Thriplow Triangle 
Cllr Roberts informed the PC that the wheels are turning slowly due to the financial 
situation of Housing Associations getting funding but they are trying to progress with 
the Builders putting the finance in.  It appears to still be on track, but moving slower. 
 
The meeting was opened to members of the public.   
 
Mr Nicholas Flynn attended the meeting to discuss the situation with his own property 
(a council property) and an ongoing dispute with his neighbours (privately owned), 
where they share a driveway.  The police have been involved several times a year 
over an 8 year period, which Mr Flynn feels can be resolved with a chain-link fence 
which can split the driveway and make it discrete for the two semi-detached 
properties. He had been advised to take photos of vehicles blocking the driveway but 
this has resulted in the neighbours complaining about Mr Flynn invading their privacy. 
 
Cllr Roberts said she would talk to SCDC about this, about separating the two 
frontages.  Mr Flynn has spoken to Geoff Clark at SCDC but he has been told he 
needs to pay for the work.  A resolve for this situation would improve Mr Flynn’s 
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situation. 
 

8. BURIAL BOARD: 
a) Burial Board Meeting 

A meeting is to be arranged, along with the Finance meeting, Clerk to circulate. 
 
Clerk to ask the school if they would like any bulbs for planting. 
  

 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 

9. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
Mrs Ford has contacted the Parish Council about the overhanging trees in Ryecroft Lane.  
This will be considered at the next Finance Meeting 
 
Re request from Mr Chorley at 4 John’s Close re a beech tree.  Clerk to contact Roz at SCDC 
to see if the trees are protected with TPO’s and ask if she can assess and give advice on 
necessary work, if anything.  Report back to Mr Chorley  
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 

10. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:   
a) Minutes from 19th July 2011 

Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Finance and General 
Purposes Committee held in the School Room, URC, Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, 

Tuesday 19th July 2011 at 7:00pm. 

Present:     Cllr O’Regan (Chair), Cllr M Bates, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr J  
  Peacock, Cllr D Roberts, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and 
  Mrs J Wright (Clerk). 

1. Apologies for absence 
 Apologies were received from Cllr Webb 

2. Minutes of previous meeting/Matters Arising 
The previous minutes of 19th April 2011 were agreed and signed. 
 

3. Declaration of Acceptance of Office and Committee Responsibilities 
The Chair and Vice-Chair signed the appropriate documentation 
 

4. Review of income and expenditure 
a) Village Hall Signage 
The PC will wait to see what is requested financially from the Village Hall  and 
respond accordingly. 

 
b) Post Office. 
The PC need to write to the VH to see if the proposed fee of £9 per session 
can be reduced, considering the large amount of funding coming from the 
parishioners via a donation from the Parish Council and will increase the foot-
fall.  Clerk to check the going rate that the PO pay for a session generally. 
 
c) Street Lighting 
The PC wish to remain with the current arrangement and not opt into the PFI 
agreement.  It was proposed that the Councillors assess the current street 
lights – date of Wednesday 27th agreed at 9:30pm (meet at the Chapel.)  
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Street lighting documentation from the insurance company will be copied and 
looked at further. 
 

5. Precept 
There is no information required at present, the PC will look at this in the 
Autumn 
 

6. Trees, Grass and Hedges 
a) Butts Trees 
A quote has been received from Chris Wall re work at the Cemetery which the 
PC agreed would be acceptable.  Cllr Roberts proposed, Cllr Sunderland 
seconded.  All agreed. 

 
Re a letter from CCC about opting out of SCDC maintenance – the PC agreed 
to remain with the status quo for the time being.  Clerk to respond to CCC 
 
b) Moat Trees 
The Clerk updated the PC on the funding situation that Mr Bates has applied 
for.  The PC will await results and report on progress at the next meeting 
 

7. Future Projects 
a) Play Equipment. 
The PC are looking to install a roundabout at the Butts, Clerk and Cllr 
O’Regan to obtain a quote.  Cllr Roberts reported that there is funding at 
SCDC but needs to be applied for by mid August. 
 
The PC are happy for Mr Salmons to undertake work on the playground, 
including supplying metal platform. 
 

8. Other Matters 
a) Newsletter 
 Clerk to put together a piece to go in the Autumn edition of the FATN and 
 onwards in as many editions as possible. 
 
b) Risk Assessments (Insurance) 
Risks to be identified for audit purposes and need to be documented so we 
are visibly covered.  Clerk to see if CPALC can offer something to compare to.  
There were no other matters and the meeting closed at 7:25pm. 

9. Date of next meeting 
The date of the next Finance Meeting is to be Tuesday 18th October at 
7:00pm (URC) 

******************************************************************************************** 
The minutes were agreed as a correct record and were signed accordingly 

Clerk to circulate information that she has sent to the Fowlmere and Thriplow News. 
 
Reports have been made that the swing-seats at The Butts are possibly ‘perishing’ – 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Cllr Roberts 
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Cllr Roberts to take a look. 
 
Clerk to circulate the quote re the triangular replacement seat. 
 
Cllr O’Regan reported that the PC may be awarded an amount in excess of requested 
for the roundabout but it should be considered that an excess is used for the VH.  The 
PC will formally report back that they consider this, based on other commitments in 
the village.  

b) Street Lighting 
A meeting to assess the street lighting needs to be held – Tuesday 27th 
September at 8:00pm was agreed.  (Meet at the Chapel.) 
 
Another light is out in Savile Way at the rear of the church. 

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
All 
 
 
Clerk 

11. CORRESPONDENCE: 
Ask Chris Wall to price for re-seeding the embankment, one bank on the Moat side. 
 
Clerk to chase the updated map of the Moat. 
 
Clerk to report back the attendants to the planning meeting at SCDC (Cllr Sunderland, Flynn 
and Bottrill) 
 
Clerk to pay Friendship Club in November 
 
Cllr Bottrill reported back from the ‘Bus Meeting’ at Whittlesford.  Consultations run until 9th 
December and ideas from residents are needed.  Clerk to circulate a questionnaire and further 
discussion needed re delivery, indicating the timescale. 
 
Clerk to contact Lisa Turner about bikes being left in the churchyard, following a complaint. 
 

 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

12. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The Action List was updated accordingly 
 

 
 
 

13. OTHER MATTERS: 
 
a) Dates of 2012 Meetings 
The following dates were discussed and agreed.  The Clerk to contact the Chapel to arrange 
booking the School Room. 
 
7:30pm Tuesday 17th January 2012 (Finance beforehand at 7:00pm) 
7:30pm Tuesday 21st February 2012 
7:30pm Tuesday 20th March 2012 
7:30pm Tuesday 17th April 2012 (Finance beforehand at 7:00pm) 
Annual Village Meeting Tuesday 1st May 2012 
7:30pm Tuesday 15th May 2012 (Incl AGM) 
7:30pm Tuesday 19th June 2012 
7:30pm Tuesday 17th July 2012 (Finance beforehand at 7:00pm) 
No meeting in August 
7:30pm Tuesday 18th September 
7:30pm Tuesday 16th October 2012 (Finance beforehand at 7:00pm) 

 
 
 
Clerk 
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7:30pm Tuesday 20th November 2012 
7:30pm Tuesday 18th December 2012 

Cllr Roberts reported about the planning meeting that Cllr Flynn and Cllr Wragg represented 
the Parish Council at where the planning applications in The Way were discussed.  The 
bungalow was passed but on the Chair’s vote and there is concern that this did not follow due 
process.  The two houses on the other side were refused.  It was agreed that the PC write a 
letter of complaint to express their strong approval and say that Councillors were disturbed by 
what they witnessed, the Chair talked throughout the meeting with officers next to her and 
used the casting vote to approve the application, not remain with the status quo. 
 
Cllr Sunderland has had people speak to him about warden controlled accommodation but Cllr 
Roberts advised that unfortunately SCDC are reducing this sort of sheltered accommodation 
so the chances of getting such a scheme in the village is highly unlikely.  This should be 
considered when looking at affordable housing in the future though and SCDC could be 
approached.  Somebody from SCDC could be asked to come and speak to the PC?  Clerk to 
e-mail Shula Newstead and ask her the question – affordable housing scheme for over 50’s. 
 
The meeting closed at 9:10pm 
 
The date of the next PC Meeting is 7:30pm Tuesday 18th October 2011 at the URC, Chapel 
Lane, with a Finance Meeting beforehand on the same date at 7:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY’S CHURCH 

 5TH OCTOBER 2011 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:    Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr E  
   O’Regan, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr N Webb, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr Jackson, resident  

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
There were no apologies.  

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. STRATEGIC HOUSING LAND AVAILABILITY ASSESSMENT; 
A number of sites in Fowlmere have recently been put forward to the District Council 
for consideration regarding future development - 7 in total.  The meeting is being called 
to give the PC an opportunity to have an initial briefing regarding this matter and to 
understand how SCDC will embark upon in its selection process.  Members of the 
public should note that these are not planning applications as such 
 
Cllr Roberts said that this meeting has been called because the information mentioned above 
from SCDC is now in the public eye.  Landowners have been invited to put forward pieces of 
land to be possibly included in formation of the next Local Plan – SCDC are obliged to do this.  
There have been 7 sites put forward in Fowlmere and if all were to be agreed it would have a 
huge impact on the village.  However, SCDC have said that there have been an excessive 
number of applications and they will be undertaking a sifting process to see which fulfil their 
requirements.  Cllr Roberts has requested a briefing from SCDC next week, to find out the 
criteria that they are assessing the applications on.  The Parish Council needs to decide how 
to provide information to the village, without causing undue panic. 
 
Cllr Wragg added that as of yet, none of the sites have been assessed yet by SCDC.  There 
are a huge number of houses in the make-up of the applications, an average of 30 houses per 
hectare.  This would double the size of the village.  He added it is nothing to do with the 
current planning system, it is about the aspiration of landowners. 

Cllr Roberts said sustainability would be a major issue, Fowlmere doesn’t have a train service, 
has only a meagre and threatened bus service, no Post Office and the sewerage system is full 
to capacity to name a few constraints.  Cllr Wragg added that unfortunately Strategic Planners 
will say that rural planning will not be as sustainable, as employment will not be alongside 
residential areas.   

The sites in Fowlmere are: 

Site 051 Manufacturing Site & Turnbrook (62 dwellings with public open space) 
Site 077 Appleacre Park (12-15 park homes) 
Site 106 Land North of London Road (225 dwellings with public open space) 
Site 107 Land West of High Street (93 dwellings with public open space) 
Site 122 Land at Top Close (unspecified number of residential dwellings) 
Site 218 Land at Triangle Farm (45 dwellings with public open space) 
Site 229 Land opposite 30 Pipers Close (17-20 dwellings with public open space and potential 
for an orchard) 

At this stage, there should be no discussions ‘for’ and ‘against’ the individual sites.  We need a 
clearer idea of the filtering and selection process from SCDC.  Fowlmere Parish Council 
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cannot comment until the formal consultation comes in.  It was agreed that a public meeting 
may cause more worry than is necessary and the minutes from this meeting should be 
enough to inform the public.  It was suggested that a letter should go to every household – the 
information in the local papers didn’t specify details about the sites in Fowlmere.  A brief letter 
to every household to say this happens every few years, to fulfil planning requirements, name 
the areas and the number of dwellings and explain there will be an extensive consultation 
process which Fowlmere Parish Council will take part in.  What has been received is currently 
far in excess of current needs for SCDC. 

Cllr Roberts asked if the Councillors were in agreement to inform public but not to cause 
scaremongering.  It was also suggested that a link is put in the letter to the web-site and put it 
also in the Fowlmere and Thriplow News.  All Cllr’s agreed to the suggested way forward. 

4. OTHER MATTERS (FOR INFORMATION ONLY):      
The land at the end of Chapel Lane (Crow’s Parlour) has been used again, Cllr Peacock 
reported.  Further investigation required. 

The meeting finished at 19:55 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 18TH OCTOBER 2011 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:    Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr M    
   Sunderland, Cllr N Webb, Cllr Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr N Flynn - resident 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr O’Regan and Cllr Peacock. 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 20TH SEPTEMBER 2011: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

Addendum to Agenda - The minutes from 5th October were also agreed and signed as a true 
record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:      
There were no matters arising which were not covered in the agenda. 
 
Cllr Roberts updated on Crows Parlour in Chapel Lane.  Cllr Roberts has been informed by a 
local resident that things have been moved on site but is not ‘in use’ again.  The local planning 
officer has told Cllr Roberts that they are in negotiations with the landowner who wants to put 
one dwelling on the site, probably as a single storey but there isn’t a formal application in yet. 

 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Stone circulated the following report: 

“Street Lighting 
We now have improving clarity on street lighting after Paul Quigley wrote to all parish councils, 
as he had promised me.  We now await a firm decision from South Cambs but meanwhile it is 
clear that parish councils do not have to insure “their” lights.  Please let me know if there is 
anything further I can do to help. 
 
Buses 
I am encouraging everyone with an interest in buses to complete the County’s questionnaire.  
Responses have to be sent in by 9th December.  I have a quantity of paper questionnaires but 
the County would prefer to receive them by internet on: 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/busreview 
 
The County wants to get a new pilot up and running in the Duxford area by Christmas.  
Although it might not directly affect Fowlmere, you might like to hear about it because it might 
serve as a template for what the County is trying to achieve.  The idea is that a minibus would 
be provided and branded by the County, leaving the operator to use the minibus for other 
purposes throughout the day.  The theory is that in the very early morning and later evening 
the minibus could be used to ferry commuters to and from a station.  It would be used as a 
school bus at school times During the middle of the day it could be used to take people to their 
destination of choice – possibly supermarkets or Trumpington Park & Ride. 
 
In the case of the Duxford area all this would happen before the Citi7 subsidy is withdrawn 

 
 

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/busreview
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and therefore would not meet the needs of many of the Citi7’s current passengers.  That 
would be another hurdle when subsidies are withdrawn. So if something similar were tried in 
Fowlmere it would not be a substitute for the 31. 
 
The rules for running public service transport are very complex.  The theory seems to be that 
the minibus franchise would not be a bus, so those with bus passes would have to pay, but it 
wouldn’t be Community Transport either, so the County wouldn’t subsidise 50% of the fare.  
But the County does seem to want a say in the fare structure.  Then, of course, there is the 
matter of finding potential franchisees.  As I see it they will have to be people already in the 
public transport business. 

Development plans  
It is clear from the District Council’s map that there are far too many sites locally for any 
natural local demand.  The now defunct East of England Plan was for some 18,000 houses to 
be built, of which sites for at least 10,000 have been identified. The “Call for Sites” elicited 270 
further sites with an estimated 70,000 houses.  Some of these sites have already been 
rejected – either through the planning process or through local outcry.  
 
After your meeting of 5th October you will undoubtedly be well on top of the situation and I 
should imagine your District Councillor will have some fairly forceful responses.  I am happy to 
give any help I can. 
 
Wind Farms 
Although it doesn’t affect Fowlmere directly you may like to know that the County had 
proposed that no wind farms should be allowed on its own County Farms estates. 
 
Cambridgeshire County Council's 35,000 acres (13,500 ha) with 250 farm tenants is the 
largest in England and Wales.  The Estate provides important financial returns for the County 
Council. It is important as the first rung on the ladder for new entrants to farming, for 
protecting biodiversity, and providing leisure opportunities in the countryside.  
 
The Estate's rent roll is £2.4m. Since 1990 more than £40m has been raised through the 
judicious sale of surplus property. The money raised is used to pay for Council services and to 
keep the Council tax low.   Tenants have complained that this blanket rejection is perverse, in 
terms both of carbon reduction and loss of revenue.  It is estimated that the County, which 
already owns a wind farm, could generate £900,000 a year from renewable wind energy. 

The Liberal Democrats have forced a re-think of the policy: success has been fairly modest: 
the County has now lifted the blanket ban but says it prefers small individual turbines rather 
than larger arrays.  Our view is that planning applications should be allowed to come forward 
and approved or rejected according to perfectly satisfactory planning rules, which have seen 
far more applications being rejected than have been approved.  You can be sure that I shall 
continue to oppose any wind farms in our area which could have a negative effect on the 
operations of the Imperial War Museum. 

Protected Road Verges 
You will recall that this year the County has dealt a blow to our countryside by withdrawing its 
special cutting regime for its Protected Road Verges. I put a motion to Full Council today 
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asking the County to maintain its Protected Road Verges according to the protocol already 
agreed with the Wildlife Trust.  I quite expected it to be defeated – and it was.  The figleaf of 
an excuse was that the County is already consulting the Wildlife Trust and it was too early to 
come to a conclusion.  That was poppycock because the protocol already exists and all the 
County is trying to do is weasel out of it.  I knew from the Wildlife Trust that this was 
happening and they are just trying to rescue what they can from a very unfortunate situation. 
 
Cambridge Road/Thriplow Road 
David Lines seems to think all is going on satisfactorily.  I should like your confirmation that he 
is right.  Also on the subject of the Village Hall signs.” 
 
 
Cllr Roberts informed Cllr Stone that the shop in Fowlmere was to unfortunately close at the 
weekend, which will affect many residents in the village, particularly the elderly, who rely on it 
for prescriptions amongst other things. 
 
Cllr Sunderland asked who is responsible for signage at Flint Cross – Cllr Stone advised it 
was the County Council – apparently the signs on the islands in the middle of the road are 
often flattened. 

6. UPDATE ON THE VILLAGE HALL: 
Cllr Flynn reported that the fundraising at the Village Hall is going well and the quiz night 
raised over £1000.  The new kitchen is working well and looks very smart.  

 

 

7. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 a) Minutes from 20th September 2011 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE 

ON 20TH SEPTEMBER 2011 AT 7:15PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E O’Regan, Cllr 
J Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr N Webb and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr L Wragg. 

IN ATTENDANCE Mr Michael Bates 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before 
South Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh. 

2. S/1043/11 
Outline Planning application for 9 affordable dwellings 
Land to the rear of Piper’s Close, Fowlmere, Cambs, SG8 7RX 
Chartism Housing. 
 
The Parish Council have noted this application.  The view of Fowlmere Parish Council 
remains the same, for a very strong refusal.  The Parish Council understands that the 
Village Hall trustees share the same opinion. 

3. C/11/40/029 
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Application to undertake work on trees situated within a CONSERVATION AREA 
Selby Cottages, Rectory Lane, Fowlmere, Cambs 
Mr Bryden 
 
The Parish Council will take the advice of the Tree Officer at South Cambs District 
Council on this application. 

4. S/1043/11 For information only – (Submission of Habitat & Protected Species 
Scoping Survey Rpt) 
Outline Planning application for 9 affordable dwellings 
Land to the rear of Piper’s Close, Fowlmere, Cambs, SG8 7RX 
Chartism Housing 
 
The Parish Council noted the amendment. 

5. S/1359/11 For information Only – Permission Granted 
Alterations to toilet area – Block and relocate door opening and replace fixtures 
Fowlmere Primary School, Butts Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambs, SG8 7SL 
Fowlmere Primary School 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision 

6. S/1375/11 For information Only – Permission Granted 
Single Storey Extension 
2 Aldous Court, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambs, SG8 7WA 
Mr & Mrs Christopher / Jessica McQuoid 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision. 

7. Other Matters and Updates  
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
There were no further matters for discussion. 
 
The meeting closed at 7:25pm    

The minutes were agreed as a correct record and were signed accordingly 
 

************************************************* 
b) Strategic Planning in Fowlmere – Update 
The leaflets regarding the strategic planning proposals in Fowlmere were delivered to every 
household in the village (and also contained information about the threatened bus service in 
the village).  There haven’t been too many queries as of yet about the strategic planning but 
several residents have asked for paper copies of the bus questionnaire which the Clerk will 
supply once she receives a supply from SCDC. 
 
The Meeting was then opened to the members of the public 
 
Cllr Roberts updated Mr Flynn on the situation with his driveway in Piper’s Close.  She 
reported that she has spoken to Geoff Clark at SCDC who was aware of the situation with Mr 
Flynn’s driveway but there is unfortunately no money available at the Council to undertake the 
work Mr Flynn requires.  If Mr Flynn is willing to pay for the job himself and thinks the 
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neighbour may be in agreement for the work, then he should perhaps progress down this 
route.  Cllr Roberts has offered to act as an intermediary if that helps with the situation but she 
hasn’t yet heard anything yet in relation to this particular issue. 
 

8. BURIAL BOARD: 
There have been no burials in the last couple of months.  The Burial Board meeting is 
scheduled for 7:15pm on Tuesday 1st November at St Mary’s Church, with the agenda to 
follow soon. 
 

 
 
 

9. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
a) Trees in John Close 
Following advice from SCDC Tree Officer, the Clerk to report back to the resident in John 
Close about the minimal work to be allowed on the beech tree.  The work needs to be 
undertaken by a reputable tree surgeon and that information should be shared with the Parish 
Council by the resident. 
 
It has been suggested by SCDC Tree Officer that the trees in the village are surveyed.  This 
needs to be considered as the PC would be libel otherwise for any damage.  The PC should 
seek to include the costs in the 2012 precept, (it is trees in areas the PC maintain ie where 
they cut the grass – trees on verges belong to the County Council.)  The Clerk to ask Acacia 
and one other to quote for providing this information. 
   
b) Protected Verges 
The Clerk to check that Agriplant would remove the arisings from the cuttings, having reported 
the cost of £525 plus VAT per cut, with a minimum of one cut per year and a maximum of two 
 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

10. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:   
a) Street Lighting 

This is to be included on the agenda for the next Finance Meeting – 1st November 
2011 

b) Bus Update 
Cllr Stone has provided an update on this matter in his report 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11. CORRESPONDENCE: 
The Clerk to chase David Salmons about the completion of the replacement triangular bench 
for The Butts. 
 
Chris Wall has now redecorated that Bus Shelter but it is in need of replacing quite soon.  It 
was suggested the PC put money aside in the precept for a replacement in the coming years. 
 
Cllr Webb asked if the village could join together to raise money jointly for play equipment for 
example with the school and it was agreed that the PC could advise and support such an 
initiative but not actively fundraise on a whole Council basis.  The Clerk to chase Joseph 
Minotola at SCDC to see if the PC has had any success with the recent bid for play equipment 
funding. 
 
Cllr Flynn mentioned that Chris Wall would be approaching the PC about 2 benches supplied 
by the Fowlmere Community Chest and their preferred location in the village.  The Clerk to 
liaise with Chris.   
 
Cllr Flynn also reported another complaint about bikes left in the churchyard and mentioned 
some of the boundary fence looks in poor repair.  Cllr Sunderland offered to speak to Lisa 
Turner about it again. 
 
Cllr Wragg will be attending the ‘neighbours’ meeting at Duxford this week and asked if there 

 
Clerk 
 
 
(Finance) 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Cllr 
Sunderland 
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were any issues to take up.  Nothing was specified. 
 
Cllr Wragg also mentioned that 2012 is the Queen’s Jubilee year and is there anything the PC 
would like to do?  It was agreed to put it on the next agenda for some further thought.  

 
 
Clerk 

12. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The Action List was updated accordingly 
 

 
 
 

13. OTHER MATTERS: 
 a) Items for Finance and Burial Board Meeting Agendas 
The agendas were completed and would be circulated next week. 
 
 b) Remembrance Service 
Cllr Roberts reminded the Councillors of the arrangements regarding the Remembrance 
Service on 13th November.  The PC has made their annual donation of £50 to the Royal 
British Legion, which includes payment for a wreath to be presented at the service. 
 
Cllr Roberts reported that the shop closing is a real blow to the village especially regarding 
prescriptions – is there any way we can support this initiative?  Several Councillors offered to 
help deliver prescriptions but thought the surgeries may not allow this.  The Clerk was asked  
to phone Melbourn/Harston surgeries and seek an alternative to delivering prescriptions  
 
The meeting closed at 8:45pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 15TH NOVEMBER 2011 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:    Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E O’Regan, Cllr J  
   Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: County Councillor Tim Stone and later, Mr N Flynn, resident 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr N Webb 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 18TH OCTOBER 2011: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:      
There were no matters arising which were not covered in the agenda. 
 
Cllr Roberts reported that the Remembrance service went very smoothly in the village and 
was very well attended. 

 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Stone circulated the following report: 

“Buses 
County officers have been told that they must get a franchise up and running locally by 5th 
December.  I am very unhappy with the way are being developed so far and this morning met 
senior officers to help resolve some of the issues. 
 
The County’s franchise proposals are designed to attract budding entrepreneurs.  The County 
nevertheless wishes to control fares.  The idea is that the County will give a 12 seat minibus to 
an entrepreneur who, from next February, will pick up pupils with Special Educational needs 
and transport them to and from the Granta School at Linton.  This would occupy the minibus 
from 7.00 to 9.30 in the morning and from 3.30 to 6.30 in the evening.  Before and after these 
times in the early morning and later evening the franchisee might like to take people to and 
from Whittlesford station.  During the middle of the day possible routes would be to 
supermarkets or, say, Trumpington Park & Ride if that can be arranged. In the very late 
evening the minibus could be used for bringing people back from Cambridge. 
 
One difficulty is that the proposed franchise cannot replicate a commercial service  It is illegal 
to have a subsidised bus route competing with a commercial one. Having a subsidised 
transport franchise competing with a subsidised bus route would make a lawyer’s Christmas.  
So whatever is proposed is not something that could take over the 31 route if and when 
Meridian decide to pull out. 
 
I remain very much in favour of widening and improving public transport locally and shall 
continue to work with anyone on a solution which stands a chance of being beneficial and 
durable. 
 
Another issue is that this is all supposed to be going on with consultation with parish councils.  
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No parish council had been contacted until the weak message last week.  I found it less than 
helpful and have therefore arranged a meeting at the Whittlesford Highways depot at 9.30 am 
on Monday 28th November so that County Officers can explain themselves.  I have sent your 
clerk an invitation for one of your parish councillors to attend. 
 
I have asked that the County to print a flyer which can be given to all the parish magazine 
editors in the seven villages concerned. It can then go out with the December issue of their 
magazines.   This is not a public meeting and I have been told that the number of people 
using the room has to be restricted to no more than 16.  
 
There will also be a public meeting on Wednesday 7th December at Hinxton village hall. It 
would be nice if people could get there and home by bus. The start time has yet to been 
confirmed but it certainly won't be before it gets dark. I shall let you know as soon as I have 
details. 

Minor Traffic Improvements and Area Joint Committees 
The County has now cleared up the muddle around Traffic management Area Joint 
Committees and Minor Highways Improvements – with one exception which I shall mention 
later.  The new rules are: 
 
1.  Every year there will be a single annual process by which, in each District, a decision is 
taken as to which minor highways improvements are to be done/funded. 
 
2. Each scheme will cost no more than £10,000. 
 
3. The bidder (eg a Parish Council) will be expected to pay 10% of the cost. 
 
4a There will be a deadline (in November in 2011) for bids from Parish Councils and anyone 
else for some such improvement to be done in their patch. 
 
4b In January, for each District, a group of 4-6 county members from that district will meet in 
public (with officer support) to assess the bids from their district and will choose how to 
allocate the up-to-£50k earmarked per District. 
 
5 Political groups will appoint members to the panels of 4-6 "on a proportionate representative 
basis for that district." Local district and parish councillors would be consulted on the bids 
relevant to them. 
 
6 There needs to be more detail around timetable etc. The report merely says: 
 
"Bids would be invited in November, with Member panels sitting in early January. Parish 
councils or other bidders could set their precept/budget to reflect their contribution to the 
successful bid. The opportunity to borrow funds from the council and repay over a period of 
time could also be highlighted at this time." 
 
The exception is that if bids are to be invited in November, then what has happened this year?  
I am still looking for a definitive answer and shall report back as soon as I have one.  
 
Superfast Broadband 
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Cambridgeshire County Council is intending to borrow up to £20 million to help install 
superfast broadband across the county.  This will be helped by government grants and the 
development plans of broadband providers. 
 
In our part of the county there are many people who work from home.  They are the key to the 
knowledge-based economy.  Erratic broadband speeds hamper their work.  In one village next 
door houses may have quite different broadband speeds.  And the farther a computer is from 
the exchange in general the lower the speed. As I understand it, the Fowlmere exchange 
offers pretty good broadband speeds already. 
 
The County will have to decide where to start with spending its broadband money.  It is 
reasonable to expect that it will go first to those places that BT regard as of a low priority.   
 
In order to gather evidence to show that our need is important, I am collecting details of the 
real speeds which people are getting.  I should be very glad to receive them at 
timothy.stone1@virgin.net.  
 
The most reliable source of information is at http://speedtester.bt.com/.  There are four figures 
of importance: The actual (download) speed when you test, the download and upload speeds 
and the IP Profile, which is the download limit which BT has set for your computer.  It is the 
actual download speed in which I am most interested. 
 
Street Lighting 
Excellent news from the District Council on taking over Parish Council lights.  At last week’s In 
Your Patch meeting at Shire Hall it was quite clear that County officers were well out of touch 
and I vigorously seconded the proposal of the District’s responsible Cabinet member that the 
item should not be discussed. However if there are any further concerns you may have about 
Balfour Beatty and maintenance I shall be glad to take them up. 
 
Protected Road Verges 
I have e-mailed all parish councils with Protected Road Verges within their boundaries to ask 
if they would be interested in setting up a consortium to have their Protected Road Verges cut 
according to the protocol which already exists between the County and the Wildlife Trust.  The 
cost would be pro rated according to the length of the verges but by joining together the theory 
is that a better price can be achieved than if all parishes go it alone.” 

6. UPDATE ON THE VILLAGE HALL: 
Cllr Flynn reported that fundraising is still going well and they are looking for further funding 
from SCDC which is to be decided this month. 

 

 

7. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
An appeal against the planning decision for The Nurseries (The Way) has been submitted.  
Any correspondence previously sent from the Parish Council from before will be included so 
there is no need to submit anything additional. 
 
The Meeting was then opened to the members of the public and then closed. 
 

 
 

8. BURIAL BOARD: 
The Clerk reported on her meeting with Roz Richardson from SCDC where she advised 
keeping to primarily lime trees (lime eucloria), but spacing them out more along the boundary.  

 
 
 

mailto:timothy.stone1@virgin.net
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She recommended Bartrams in Ely, container grown at 2-3 m in height and should grow about 
8m in a ten year period.  They have a high canopy which is what is needed.  Could also 
include a pine or two and possibly yew.  Roz also advised against burials at the front of the 
existing cemetery but at some point digging some test holes to see if a minimal amount of half 
plots could be made available for cremated remains – the tree roots are the issue. 
 

9. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
The diseased horse-chestnut trees have been removed from The Butts, the Clerk to contact 
Chris Wall about replacement trees – not silver bitches but possibly beech, oak or hornbeam, 
maybe needing fewer than 4 but they have a longer life. 
 
Cllr Roberts to speak to Mr Bates about planting a tree as a commemoration of his service to 
the Parish Council - to be agreed in December and plant in January. 
 
The Clerk reported that the HLS agreement has been successful for the Moat and she will 
pass the paperwork to Mr Bates. 
 
The Clerk has had one quote in for surveying the village trees and will seek another 
 
Bench replacement from the Community Chest.  The decision for the one behind Ison’s Close 
is fine but the 2nd bench needs an alternative location, the green area on the rhs when leaving 
the village of Cambridge Road was suggested.  The PC needs to ask the County Council who 
own the grass verge – the Clerk to contact Tim Stone. 
 
A request has been made for a dog bin at the end of Manor Farm (a green coloured one).  
The Clerk to contact Martin Sheldrick and progress. 
 
A request for tree work had come in from 17 Ryecroft Lane but there was some doubt as to 
what land the tree was on.  Cllr O’Regan offered to take a look 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Cllr Roberts 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Cllr 
O’Regan 

10. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:   
Minutes from the Finance Meeting dated 1st November 2011  

Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Finance and General Purposes 
Committee held in the Dorothy Pluck Room, St Mary’s Church, Fowlmere, Tuesday 1st 

November 2011 at 7:30pm. 

Present:    Cllr O’Regan (Chair), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr D 
Roberts, Cllr N Webb and Mrs J Wright (Clerk). 

1. Apologies for absence 
 Apologies were received from Cllr M Sunderland and Cllr L Wragg 

2. Minutes of previous meeting/Matters Arising 
The previous minutes of 19th July 2011 had already been agreed and signed at the 
last PC meeting. 
 

3. Review of income and expenditure 
 a) Street Lighting (incl school lighting) 
 The Clerk updated the Council on the reversal of the contract for the street 
lighting, it is now reverting back to SCDC.  The energy bill will come in next month 
and is predicted to be in the region of £900 
 
School street lighting – This follows a request from the school about the possibility of 
a street light outside the school.  It was discussed but agreed to be cost prohibitive.  
Perhaps a sensor light could be used on the outside of the school.  Cllr Flynn to report 
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to the Governors  
 

4. Precept 
a) New Bus Shelter 

It was suggested to put some money aside for this project - £500 as a 
minimum per year. 
 
The precept for 2012-2013 has been suggested with a 3% increase, plus 
the additional cost for the protected verges and the bus shelter. 
 

5. Trees, Grass and Hedges 
a) Ryecroft Lane / Moat trees 

These are too high for Chris Wall to tackle, Clerk to speak to Michael 
Bates for an update and seek a quote if necessary. 
 
Overhanging hedge in Ryecroft Lane – Clerk to see and ask them to cut 
back if necessary. 
 

b) Protected Verges 
The cost per year will be £525 - £1050 depending on whether we need 1 
or 2 cuts per year. 
 

c) New Benches (via Community Chest) 
Chris Wall has suggested two areas for benches.  Clerk to check that the 
neighbours are happy with this at the proposed locations and reply back 
to Chris Wall 
 
Clerk to contact SCDC (Planning) re roadsign being perished at the end 
of Chapel  Lane. 
   

6. Future Projects 
a) Play Equipment. 

Cllr Roberts has heard the PC has been recommended to get £1,100 
towards the new roundabout.  Clerk to order, assuming it takes longer 
than 2 weeks.  Cllr’s to check positioning on The Butts.  
 

b) Storage at the Chapel 
Ask Dave Salmons for a quote and one other, to build some shelving at 
the rear of the chapel. 

 
7. Other Matters 

a) Friendship Club Donation 
The PC agreed to pay a further £250 donation this November. 
 

b) Post Box at Shop and Parish Notice Board 
Clerk to find out what are the arrangements for the Post Box at the old 
shop. 
 
Clerk to mention to Chris Wall about replacing some trees on The Butts to 
replace the removed and diseased horse chestnuts. 
 
Daffodil Bulbs have been spread throughout the village. 
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There were no other matters and the meeting closed at 8:15pm. 

8. Date of next meeting 
a) The date of the next Finance Meeting is to be in January 2012, Clerk to check the 
timings of the precept for 2012-2013.  Clerk to mention in FATN the ideas for spend in the 
village. 

 
************************************** 

The minutes of the meeting were agreed and signed accordingly. 
 
The meeting to decide funding for the roundabout at SCDC is on 17th November 
 
Cllr Stone advised 10% precept for road repairs is necessary.  Footpaths should be 
reported anyway.  Cllr Bottrill asked about the possibility of updating the speeding signs, 
which could be considered next year 2013-14.   

The electricity is still working at the Chapel and has been checked recently. 

11. CORRESPONDENCE: 
Mr Flynn attended the meeting after the public section of the meeting but Cllr Roberts was 
able to update him that she left a phone message with Mr Flynn’s key worker to say she is 
willing to talk to his neighbours about the situation.  The key worker hasn’t replied and this 
needs to happen before any talks can progress. 
 
Cllr Roberts read out the letter from an applicant for the remaining post on the Parish Council.  
The Councillors agreed a short meeting on Tuesday 20th December to hold an informal 
interview (7:15pm).    
  

 
 

12. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The Action List was updated accordingly 
 
The training meeting that two councillors attended was very useful and there was a further 
session for Cllr’s Flynn, O’Regan and Peacock in a fortnight at Litlington PC. 
 

 
 
 

13. OTHER MATTERS: 
a) Queen’s Jubilee 

It was agreed that the Clerk put an invitation for ideas into the FATN re the Queen’s 
Jubilee celebrations, stating there would be a small amount of funding available from the 
PC. 
 

A local resident complained about the lateness and extent of the fireworks at the Village Hall 
on Bonfire night.  It was agreed that this was presumably a one-off but for the person 
concerned to speak to the Village Hall if they wished. 
 
Clerk to chase up the re-engraving of the war grave at the cemetery with the War Commission 
 
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 20th December at the URC 
 
The meeting closed at 9:10pm 

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

 
 


	PC Minutes Jan 2011
	PC Minutes Feb 2011
	PC Minutes March 2011
	PC Minutes April 2011
	PC Minutes May 2011
	PC Minutes June 2011
	PC Minutes July 2011
	PC Minutes Sept 2011
	PC Minutes Oct (special meeting Housing) 2011
	PC Minutes Oct 2011
	PC Minutes Nov 2011

