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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 17TH JANUARY 2012 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:    Cllr L Wragg (Vice-Chairman), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E O’Regan, Cllr J  
   Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr N Webb and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: There were no attendees 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr D Roberts so Cllr Wragg took the Chairman's role in Cllr 
Roberts' absence. 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 15TH NOVEMBER 2011: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:      
a) STANDARDS COMMITTEE COMPLAINT 
Following a complaint made to SCDC from a member of the public about the alleged conduct 
of a Councillor, the parish council has since received a formal letter which rejects the 
accusation as being completely unfounded and without merit.  No action should therefore be 
taken as there was no evidence to support the allegation. 

There were no further matters arising which were not covered in the agenda. 

 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Stone is currently away and so was unable to circulate a report. 

 
 

6. UPDATE ON THE VILLAGE HALL: 
Cllr Flynn reported that the village hall is now in a much better financial situation, with many 
different fundraising activities coming up over the next few months. 
 

 

 

7. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
a) PLANNING MINUTES FROM 3RD JANUARY 2012 

 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE 

HELD IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY’S CHURCH, FOWLMERE ON 3RD 
JANUARY 2012 AT 7:15PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E O’Regan, Cllr 
M Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr J Peacock, Cllr N Webb 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South 
Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh. 

2. S/2351/11 
Removal and Variation for condition 2 and 8 to allow for the insertion of rooflights 
Springfields, Fowlmere Road, Melbourn, SG8 6EZ 
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Mrs Maxine Blythe. 
 
The Parish Council has no objections to this application as it does not overlook any other 
properties and is simply a means of achieving extra lighting for the applicants. 
 
3. S/1226/11 For information only – PERMISSION REFUSED 
Erection of two dwellings 
The Nurseries, The Way, Fowlmere, SG8 7QS 
C/o Cheffins 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision and that an independent appeal had been lodged. 

4. S/1385/11 For information only – PERMISSION GRANTED 
Carport and Log Store 
Keepers Cottage, Chrishall Grange, Chrishall Grange Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7NT 
Mr Peter McDermott 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision 

5. S/1547/11 For information Only – PERMISSION REFUSED 
Two Storey Rear Extension 
24A Piper’s Close, Fowlmere,  
Mr and Mrs Joubert 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision 
 
6. S/1483/11 For information Only – PERMISSION GRANTED 
Extensions and detached Garage (Application to extend the time limit for implementation for 
extant planning permission S/1494/08/F) 
Redlands, Cambridge Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7QN 
Mrs June Lawrence 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision. 

7. Other Matters and Updates  
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
There were no further matters for discussion. 
The meeting closed at 7:20pm    

************************************************************** 
 
The Meeting was then opened to the members of the public and then closed. 
 

8. BURIAL BOARD: 
As discussed at the previous meeting the situation regarding engraving on the reverse of 
gravestones was discussed and the long term view is to not allow this - all Cllr's agreed and 
the Clerk to report this to the family who made the request. 
 

 
 
Clerk 
 
 

9. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
 a) DOG BIN 
The agreement was reached to progress with purchasing an additional dog-bin for the end of 
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Manor Farm and install on the lamp-post.  The Clerk to progress the order.  
 
 b) POST OFFICE UPDATE 
The Clerk updated the PC on the discussions that the PO is having, namely with St Mary's 
and the Queen's head.  It would seem that progress is being made regarding the Dorothy 
Pluck room at the Church. 
 
Cllr Webb reported that a branch has come off a tree in the Cemetery in the high winds but 
the tree looks unhealthy.  Clerk to ask Chris Wall to take a look at it when next passing. 
 
Cllr Flynn reported that a tree on the green in Jackson's Way has suffered from wind damage.  
Clerk to speak to Cllr Roberts and contact the Jackson's if it's not deemed to be on PC land. 
 
Cllr Flynn also reported that the tree on the corner of Ryecroft Lane needs attention, Clerk to 
report this to SCDC. 
 
It was agreed that the Clerk should ask Michael Bates to come along to the next meeting to 
give an update on the situation with the Moat finance.  
 
A request has been made to remove some sycamores from the land near to Sexton's Cottage.  
They will not have TPO's on them.  Subject to checking the situation, the majority of the PC 
have no objections to this request but will meet to look at the trees in question and a decision 
will be taken at the next meeting. 
 
Following a car driving into them, the Chairman of Finance agreed to the replacement of the 
stepping-stone posts in the play area of The Butts.  Dave Salmons quoted £130 to replace 
them.  The Clerk to ask him to undertake the work. 
 
The Clerk reported that the roundabout will be delivered tomorrow and she is meeting them on 
site to show them where it is to go, as agreed. 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk / Cllr 
Roberts 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
All Cllr's 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 

10. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:   
a) PRECEPT AGREEMENT 2012-2013 
The precept for 2012-2013 was formally agreed.  The Clerk to let SCDC know that this 
has happened. 

 
 
Clerk 

11. CORRESPONDENCE: 
CPALC has yet to respond to the three e-mails sent by the Clerk.  Clerk to chase. 
  

 
Clerk 
 

12. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The Action List was updated accordingly. 
 

 
 
 

13. OTHER MATTERS: 
The Parish Councillors met with an applicant regarding the final position on the Council.  The 
Cllr's are to invite the applicant to join the Council.  The Clerk to ask the Chairman to endorse 
this decision at the February meeting, in which case the Clerk will invite the applicant to attend 
their first meeting. 
 
Cllr Bottrill attended a meeting about the bus contract that has just started up.  The Cllr's were 
not aware of its usage and whether it was a success. 
 
The Melbourn Youth Club would be looking for a repeat donation next year which is 
something the PC should bear in mind. 
 
Cllr Flynn is writing a piece for the Cambridge News once a month and can include any news 
and information as necessary from the PC. 

 
 
 
Clerk 
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The Standards Committee Newsletter to go on the next agenda.  
 
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 21st February at the URC.  The Finance Meeting 
planned for 27th March is to be moved to 20th March, in line with the PC Meeting.  Clerk to 
check if the room  needs to be cancelled. 
 
A brief planning meeting is to be held on Tuesday 7th Feb at 7:30pm at the Church, Clerk to 
book the Dorothy Pluck Room. 
 
The meeting closed at 8:40pm 

 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 21ST FEBRUARY 2012 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:    Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr L Wragg (Vice-Chairman), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P  
   Flynn, Cllr E O’Regan, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr T Bearpark and  
   Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr Tim Stone, Mr Michael Bates 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr N Webb 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. NEW COUNCILLOR - DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 
Cllr Tony Bearpark accepted the terms of office and the appropriate paperwork was signed and 
witnessed.   

Cllr Roberts asked if both Cllr Stone and Mr Bates could speak about their individual items on the 
agenda before others, as they both had to leave the meeting early.  The Cllr's agreed and Cllr Stone 
proceeded. 

 

6. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Stone gave the following report: 

"Buses 
The County’s budget for 2012/13 plans for a continuing programme of removing the remaining £2.5 
million of bus subsidies and putting in £1.5 million to support community transport.  People are still 
contacting me to say that all bus services have been cancelled.  This is not the case. No change will 
be made to current subsidy arrangements until September.  On Friday we should hear which routes 
will lose their subsidy in September. 
 
From the outset we have been crying out for proper local consultation and eventually this may happen. 
The County was going to hand deliver a questionnaire to every household in the eleven villages but 
has now run out of money.  So I am asking editors of parish magazines if they can help. That has 
been offered for Fowlmere and Thriplow, so I am now trying to ensure that distributors get the surveys 
in time. Anyone interested in giving their opinion should be encouraged to participate in the 
consultation on “what comes next.”  The initial consultation received 16% of all its responses from our 
area, which represents just over 1% of the county’s population. 

Minor Traffic Improvements  
I have now been appointed to the panel of County Councillors which will choose which traffic 
improvements will go ahead in South Cambridgeshire.  From the draft budget it seems that the total 
“pot” will be only £50,000 and it seems certain that the County’s contribution to any individual project 
will be limited to £5,000.  Our alternative budget had increased the headline number to £100,000 but 
that proposal was defeated today. 

Superfast Broadband 
Superfast broadband is getting closer. Both main parties on the county council are committed and the 
capital expenditure should be passed when the budget goes to full council on 21st February. 
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The first step is to present a business case to Broadband Development UK to ensure that the 
earmarked £6.75 million can be drawn down in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. The business case 
is to be submitted by the end of this month. From March to about May the County will be attempting to 
prioritise roll-out of superfast broadband. The objective here is firstly to encourage people to want to 
use superfast broadband. If enough of them can be identified in particular areas then the broadband 
suppliers may be willing to take a commercial decision to provide it. That saves having to use 
taxpayers' money.  

The County will then have to prioritise where it will spend money on those areas judged not to be 
commercial.  I shall be on the case to ensure that it is done properly. To my mind it is essential to 
prioritise places where people are currently unable to run businesses or work from home efficiently 
because of inadequate broadband speeds. 

Once that set of objectives has been met the County will meet suppliers to work out procurement, 
which will involve sequencing areas to receive superfast broadband. Timing of that is not entirely clear 
but the whole operation is being treated as a priority. 

Once that set of objectives has been met the County will meet suppliers to work out procurement, 
which will involve sequencing areas to receive superfast broadband. Timing of that is not entirely clear 
but the whole operation is being treated as a priority. 

Just as a reminder, current broadband speeds in each area can be checked by inputting a telephone 
number and postcode at these websites: 
http://www.samknows.com 
http://www.thinkbroadband.com 
http://www.mybroadbandspeed.co.uk; 
or BT.Com checker at 
http://www.productsandservices.bt.com/consumerProducts/displayTopic.do?topicId=25795 

There is now also Broadband information the Cambridgeshire County Council website. You can go 
directly to: 

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/business/economicandcommunitydev/ecodevelopment/broadband/
default.htm 

You can access the Frequently Asked Questions section there. 

Hanley Grange and SHLAA 
You will have seen that Hanley Grange is back on the map for the District Council’s Strategic Housing 
Land Availability Assessment.  It may not have a direct impact on Fowlmere but the indirect impact 
could be serious. Although the County has much less input into planning than it did, it is still a statutory 
consultee and has a wealth of experience.  Talking to officers, they see no reason why the County 
would not continue to oppose the new Hanley Grange, should it get over the first set of hurdles placed 
by the District Council. 

There is another similar threat in Uttlesford, where a 6,400 house site is proposed for Stump Cross.  
District Planners are obliged to place these sites on their list if they fit government imposed criteria.  
The concern about the Great Chesterford development is that it is supported by a pressure group from 

http://www.samknows.com/
http://www.thinkbroadband.com/
http://www.mybroadbandspeed.co.uk/
http://www.productsandservices.bt.com/consumerProducts/displayTopic.do?topicId=25795
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/business/economicandcommunitydev/ecodevelopment/broadband/default.htm
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/business/economicandcommunitydev/ecodevelopment/broadband/default.htm
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Saffron Walden which forms part of the Saffron Walden Neighbourhood Planning Group. 

I attended an exhibition at Great Chesterford a fortnight ago.  Visitors were asked to put green or red 
stickers on a map of possible local developments.  The Stump Cross development was a sea of red. 

I have warned the County Council of this threat and they are now in contact with Uttlesford District 
Council. My understanding is that South Cambridgeshire District Council is also talking to them. 

Cllr Stone asked County what is being done about Protected Verges, it is a 'county' responsibility.  
Verges on the main roads may not apparently be looked after by Parish Councils due to health and 
safety risks but it's all very unclear at present.  Fowlmere Parish Council have taken on maintaining 
the Fowlmere Protected Verges and new signage to indicate the verges has been installed by SCDC.. 

Cllr Wragg has said that one of the reasons for a supposed supporting of the Great Chesterford 
proposal is so that it avoids further houses being built in Saffron Walden and will be built therefore on 
the proposed site away from the town." 

10. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
 a) UPDATE ON THE MOAT 
Mr Michael Bates, who is co-ordinating the finding work on the Moat, kindly attended the meeting to 
update the Parish council on progress. 
 
Mr Bates reported that the process has been underway for some time.  English Heritage supported the 
original survey which has led to the engagement of a consultant to fill out the funding forms which has 
been recovered as part of the process.  FPC is applying to the Government (Natural England) for a 
Higher Level Stewardship Agreement.  Paperwork has been received back but the amount of funding 
available is not as high as originally hoped for - a total of £3775.50.  The agreement means FPC have 
to undertake the work recommended in the original report but this will not be possible in its entirety 
with that level of finance, especially given the breakdown.  It is an expectation that a working party is 
formed to allow residents to undertake some of the lower-level work which has H&S implications.  
There is unlikely to be any further offer.  The paperwork needs to be signed by the end of February, to 
start payment in March.  The breakdown is as follows: 
Up to £2500 of the grant is to be for an information noticeboard - entitled 'special projects' with an 
agreed format with English heritage and Natural England.   
£400 for professional help with an implementation plan is also included, for example to set up a public 
meeting.   
£387.50 for tree removal.   
£43 for tree surgery (minor)  
£445 for tree surgery (major) - all to be completed by 2015.     
 
Mr Bates concluded by asking if the Parish Council wishes to enter into this agreement which doesn't 
appear to address any of the issues the PC needs funding for, ie major tree work.  Mr Bates is very 
disappointed with the outcome of the offer and its limitations.   
 
Cllr Roberts said the ramifications are onerous if the PC accepts the offer due to the conditions set, 
especially as the expectation is to include volunteer work.  The PC should ask how responsibilities for 
the Moat can be transferred to English Heritage as it is not viable for the Parish Council to progress.  If 
the PC cannot maintain the Moat, the area would need to be closed to the public.  The PC simply 
cannot afford the programme of work specified and they would need to take advice from their 
insurance company as to the way forward if the trees aren't maintained in line with the 
recommendations.  Mr Bates will ask the question via David Kenney. 
 
Cllr Sunderland asked if English Heritage would maintain the area properly and would it still be 
accessible to the public?   
 
Cllr Roberts asked that we speak to the Insurance company to determine liability (as custodians of a 
Scheduled Ancient Monument which English heritage has the legal authority to protect it.)  Can Mr 
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Bates extend the timescale?  SCDC may be able to help - Cllr Roberts will ask if they can be divested 
back to English Heritage? 
 
Cllr Wragg said that had the money been the other way around, the PC may have accepted, rather 
than the majority of the funding going towards a new sign. 
 
The Cllr's agreed that Mr Bates can formally sign to say the PC do not accept the agreement as it 
stands. 
 
The Clerk to keep all Cllr's and Mr Bates informed of the outcome at SCDC and the insurance 
company. 
 
The PC would like to minute their continued thanks to Mr Bates for his continued hard work and efforts 
in securing funding. 
 
Cllr Roberts added that the plans were underway to finalise the commemorative plaque on a tree on 
the Butts to thank Mr Bates for his past Chairmanship. 
 
The Cllr's are in agreement that the two sycamores could be removed at Sexton's cottage and that 
they could be replaced with two lilacs.  The Clerk to contact the residents. 
 
The land outside Jackson's Way doesn't belong to the PC and residents would need to contact the 
family for work to be done. 
 
The Clerk to write back to Mr and Mrs Price with the unfavourable news from English Heritage which 
is not encouraging and report back that the PC are seeking further advice. 
 
Re churned up grass in Johns Close, on the edge of the green, Cllr Roberts said she would pay a visit 
to make sure that any remedial work is undertaken. 
  

Cllr Roberts 
 
 
 
 
 
All 
 
 
(Clerk) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Cllr Roberts 
 
 

4. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 17TH JANUARY 2012: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

The tree on the corner of Ryecroft Lane is being looked at by SCDC and the PC awaits their decision. 

 

5. MATTERS ARISING:      
a) STANDARDS COMMITTEE NEWSLETTER 

Cllr Roberts said the FPC will need to put into place their own 'rules' but agreed that there should be a 
universal set for Parish Councils to sign up to.  The 'Standards Board' no longer exists and FPC need 
to consider the rules suggested by SCDC or write our own ie the Nolan Principals of Life, which could 
be left open to interpretation. 

Cllr Wragg said that it would seem sensible to assess the SCDC Standards once they are published.  
All agreed that this seemed the best way forward. 

 

7. UPDATE ON THE VILLAGE HALL: 
 
Fundraising is still progressing and the money from SCDC has been taken up for the double glazing. 
 
It was agreed to put this as an agenda item once a quarter as the emergency recovery stage is now 
behind the Village Hall and finances are healthy. 
 

 

 

8. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
a) PLANNING MINUTES FROM 7TH and 13TH FEBRUARY 2012 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD IN 
THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY’S CHURCH, FOWLMERE ON 7TH FEBRUARY 2012 AT 

7:30PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E O’Regan, Cllr J 
Peacock and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr Sunderland, Cllr Webb and Cllr Wragg 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South 
Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh. 

2. S/2521/11 
Proposed conversion of building (B1 use) to poultry, pet and equestrian store 
Deans Farm, Shepreth Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
T Deans. 
 
Cllr Roberts introduced this application and suggested that the PC wait and assess the application 
when a full planning committee could be available.  More information is needed before this application 
can be properly assessed.  The Parish Council agreed to this. A further meeting to  be held on 
Monday 13th February - the Clerk to book a suitable venue. 

3. S/0019/12FL  
Enlargement of single storey rear extension and erection of detached double garage to front of 
property 
22 Pipers Close, Fowlmere, SG8 7RX 
Mr Jim Roberts 
 
The Parish Council support this application but would not wish the garage to be used for any domestic 
purposes and this needs to be a condition of any planning approval.    

4. S/2351/11 For information only – PERMISSION GRANTED 
Removal and Variation for condition 2 and 8 to allow for the insertion of rooflights 
Springfields, Fowlmere Road, Melbourn, SG8 6EZ 
Mrs Maxine Blythe 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision 

5. Other Matters and Updates  
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
 
There has been notice of an appeal by Chartism Housing for the land at the rear of Pipers Close, this 
has been brought about because SCDC have not yet determined their opinion.  The representations of 
the PC will be submitted as part of the appeal process. 
 
Re the Thriplow Triangle - Circle Anglia have withdrawn from the process and another builder and 
housing association (Bedfordshire Pilgrims) are interested and hope to take it forward.  Cllr Roberts 
spoke to SCDC and sought agreement from the PC to write to Shula Newstead at SCDC and ask for 
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her written confirmation of the way forward and more details re the starting dates etc.  All agreed. 
 
Cllr Flynn asked about the new shed in the rear of 22 Chapel Lane, to ask if this requires planning 
permission as she has received a couple of queries about it - the Clerk to check with SCDC.   
 
The bushes by the ditch in Chapel Lane also need work to reduce the pavement overhang.  Cllr 
Roberts to take a look to determine where ownership lies. 
 
The meeting closed at 8:05pm    

********************************************************* 
 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY’S CHURCH, FOWLMERE ON 13TH 

FEBRUARY 2012 AT 7:30PM 

 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E O’Regan, Cllr J 
Peacock, Cllr Sunderland, Cllr Webb, Cllr Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  There were no apologies for absence 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr Tony and Mrs Christine Deans, Mr Dan Smith 

 
1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South 
Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh. 
 
Cllr Roberts reported how she had sought advice from SCDC re personal and prejudicial interest for 
Item 2.  SCDC have agreed that Cllr Roberts is able to fully participate in discussion and decision re 
Item 2, having explained her position regarding the near neighbouring applicants - they cannot see or 
hear the site and they do not socialise with the applicants, they are just known to each other.  Cllr 
Roberts has withdrawn from previous discussions regarding this site but wanted to seek advice from 
SCDC that this is not actually necessary and has been over-cautious for previous applications.  Cllr 
Roberts sought verbal advice from David Lord (Legal Officer), Fiona McMillan (Monitoring Officer) and 
Holly Adams (Clerk to Standards Committee) before this conclusion that Cllr Roberts could attend, 
was reached.  This advice was received in writing and copies sent to the Clerk. 

2. S/2521/11 
Proposed conversion of building (B1 use) to poultry, pet and equestrian store 
Deans Farm, Shepreth Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
T Deans. 
 
The Parish Council considered this application in detail and viewed the plans, and a ballot was taken, 
the result being 3 votes in favour and 5 against the application.  The Parish Council therefore 
recommends refusal of the application. 
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The Parish Council is very concerned about setting a precedent for introducing new retail use which is 
already provided for in the local vicinity.  There are concerns over the building becoming a retail 
facility, including the proposed 7 day per week opening, and the increased traffic use associated with 
that - there will inevitably be a much greater effect on traffic movement entering and leaving the site 
and concerns were expressed at the meeting that these could potentially be dangerous, given the 
nature of the road and difficulty in seeing the entrance when approaching from the direction of the 
A10.   
 
The application does not appear to comply with policies which relate to land outside the village 
envelope.  Policies for land outside village envelopes seek to restrain development other than in 
exceptional circumstances or when there is a proven local unmet need.  The PC view is that neither is 
applicable for this application.  Given that this is only part of a much larger area of land the PC is very 
concerned that any approval at this time will inevitably lead to other similar applications which, given 
that this will set a precedent, would be very difficult, if not impossible to resist 
 
The goods intended to be sold will need to be brought in to the establishment, rather than selling only 
goods produced on the associated farm. It is likely that the intended new business will adversely affect 
the viability of existing local businesses which are selling very similar goods.  If South Cambridgeshire 
District Council is not in agreement with the recommendation of Fowlmere Parish Council, Fowlmere 
Parish Council would want the application referred to the Planning Committee for decision, including a 
site visit.  

3. S/1043/11/0  FOR INFORMATION ONLY - NOTICE OF AN APPEAL 
Outline Planning Application for 9 Affordable Dwellings 
Land to rear of Pipers Close, Fowlmere, SG8 7RX 
Chartism Housing 
 
The Parish Council noted the appeal 

4. Other Matters and Updates 
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
 
The meeting closed at 8:25pm    

The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record 
 

************************************************************** 
 
 

b) AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN FOWLMERE 
 
Following the official response back from SCDC about the site, concern was raised over whether 
building could start before a Registered Social Landlord was in place.  FPC would not be happy with 
this.  A RSL needs to be committed and acceptable to SCDC and FPC before work starts.  The Clerk 
to reply back to Mrs Newstead at SCDC and ask this question. 
 
 
The Meeting was then opened to the members of the public and then closed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

9. BURIAL BOARD: 
The Chapel key saga continues as the current firm have lost the original key but the Clerk is chasing 

 
Clerk 
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progress. 
 

 

11. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:   
Clerk to claim the funding from SCDC re roundabout. 
 
The next Finance meeting will be at 7:00pm on Tuesday 20th March, prior to the PC meeting. 
 
The Cllr's agreed that The Clerk is to have an inflational rise from 1st April 2012. 
 

 
Clerk 
 

12. CORRESPONDENCE: 
Further to the Correspondence List a letter was received and read to the meeting from Bianca Wetzl 
re a concern over planning process. 
 
Clerk to change postal mailing address for CAPALC 
  

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

13. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The Action List was updated accordingly. 
 

 
 
 

14. OTHER MATTERS: 
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 20th March 2012 at 7:30pm at the URC, with the Finance 
Meeting at 7:00pm beforehand. 
 
The meeting closed at 9:20pm 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 27TH MARCH 2012 AT 7.00 PM 

PRESENT:    Cllr Deborah Roberts (Chairman), Cllr L Wragg, Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill,  
   Cllr P Flynn, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr N Webb and   
   Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Ms Schuyler Newstead (SCDC), Mr Mike Sugden (Lovells), Ms Christine Steele  
   (BPHA), Mr Jerry Jackson, resident 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr O'Regan . 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN FOWLMERE: 
Schulyer Newstead from SCDC to speak 

Schuyler Newstead (Special Projects Housing Officer - SCDC) was accompanied by Mike 
Sugden (Builders - Lovells) and Christine Steele (Bedfordshire Pilgrims Housing Association). 
 
Cllr Roberts introduced everyone.  It was reported that there has been a 12 month lapse in 
affordable housing programmes across the board nationally due to funding issues which has 
now been resolved.  Circle Anglia have withdrawn from South Cambs and Bedfordshire 
Pilgrims are an established Housing Association, with funding available to progress the 
development as planned.   

FPC were very keen on the original designs and have been assured that they will remain.  
Mike Sugden has said they have no intentions of changing that - the next stage is Building 
Regulations. 

50% will be affordable housing and 50% shared ownership (part buy / part rent with 30 - 50% 
ownership).  Orbit First Step will be the process to sign up for the shared ownership units and 
people sign up to the council list for the purely rental - affordable housing units.  Cllr Roberts 
expressed concern that if the shared ownership units cannot be filled from Fowlmere residents 
then it will be open to people without a link to Fowlmere but, due to a misunderstanding in 
Barrington, this shouldn't be a problem and it should go to Fowlmere residents. 

Building on site has started for the archaeological dig - June / July being the preferred starting 
date for building.  Releasing the houses will be agreed, preferably in 'blocks' and will be 
determined by site safety.  Looking at completion this time next year.  Completion on the 
actual sale of the land should be imminent. 

Section 106 contribution was previously agreed to be in lieu of public open space and was 
stated as an amount 'to be agreed' with the HA and the section 106 officer at SCDC - it 
doesn't directly involve the PC - this won't change 

The footpath into the village needs to be checked out but if it was agreed as a planning 
condition (which it is), it will be adhered to. 

The Millennium tree needs to be moved but its replacement location is as yet undecided. 

It is down to the Parish to name the road nearer the time. 
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Cllr Bearpark would like the extension of the 30mph put on the next agenda for discussion 

The Parish Council broke for a Planning Meeting at 7:30pm and recommenced at 
7:45pm. 

Clerk 

4. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 21ST FEBRUARY 2012: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

5. MATTERS ARISING:      
There were no matters arising 

 

6. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Stone was unable to attend the meeting but circulated the following report: 
 
"Highways 
I have been following up outstanding matters and have met Brian Stinton and David Lines at 
Whittlesford Highways depot. For Fowlmere the two items I raised were: 

i Additional signage for the village hall.  Highways are doing nothing about this until they 
hear more from the parish council 

i Yellow lines around Lynch Lane.  David Lines will take a further look and make positive 
suggestions.  It seems that he had been awaiting news from the parish council but as I 
explained, he knows the problem, is a professional and should be able to propose a 
solution. 

 
Please let me know if there is any other highways matter where you would like some help.  
 
Buses 
Cambridgeshire County Council’s recent application to the Better Bus Area Fund resulted in 
Transport Minister Norman Baker’s announcement last week that bid for £1.78 million has 
been successful. The whole purpose of this particular national fund is to improve bus transport 
in urban areas, though Norman Baker will shortly be making an announcement about further 
measures to enhance bus subsidies.  
 
There are to be new bus priority measures in Cambridge, a new school minibus drop-off/pick-
up point at Trumpington Park and Ride, and a bollarded bus-only zone in the St Andrew’s 
Street area in central Cambridge. The bid also contains some familiar and strongly made 
arguments about the success of modal shift in Cambridge city where people use buses and 
bicycles, but the relatively high level of private vehicle commuting in the rural districts around 
Cambridge where public transport is poor.  Making bus travel more reliable is one of the 
aspirations of the bus priority measures which will help rural areas; if prospective passengers 
can count on their buses they will be more likely to use them and to rely on them. Whether or 
not to introduce new bus services, or to run commercially less profitable services in rural 
areas, is in the hands of bus operators who have businesses to run, and the county council 
which as a local authority has a duty to look after the needs of its residents. 
 
Superfast Broadband 
Rather more positive news here.  The County’s Cabinet has now agreed the shape of all the 
advisory bodies and delivery bodies aka Governance.  There is to be a Project Steering 
Group, a Project Board, a Project Team, a Working Group and a Delivery Group.  These are 
essential structures, but as I said to Cabinet, the County shouldn’t lose sight of the people 
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who will actually be using superfast broadband.  They need to be brought into the picture as 
soon as possible.  
 
One good sign for Fowlmere is that in the list of seven benefits, the local priorities of 
businesses and people working from home are highlighted in the first four.  Meanwhile the 
project itself is moving ahead fast. Nevertheless it will be a fairly long process to complete the 
procurement and broadband infrastructure so it will be some time yet before the project team 
is able to talk about when there will be a tangible outcome to the project.  However they are 
well on the way to launching their demand registration campaign. As part of that approach 
they are looking to recruit digital Champions to spread the word and support people signing up 
for superfast broadband. I am trying to see if we can arrange at least one public meeting 
locally. 
 
They are hoping to do a "soft launch" of the new Connecting Cambridgeshire website around 
Easter time and to go public with it in late April.  I have confirmed that Digital Champions are 
unpaid. In view of the pressure being experienced by the project team I doubt that any 
meeting would take place before the "soft launch," so we're looking at the other side of Easter. 
 
One other good sign for Fowlmere is that the County is talking to Hertfordshire about areas in 
Cambridgeshire served by exchanges in that county.  This is quite productive because the 
superfast broadband initiative comes about as part of government-led and partially 
government funded policy, so it pays for counties to co-operate. 
 
Protected Road Verges 
Of the parishes in the Duxford Division with Protected Road Verges, Fowlmere has joined 
Ickleton, Babraham and Little Abington in agreeing to take over maintenance.  Duxford has 
declined. I am still very concerned at the way the County seems to have devolved 
responsibility without budget and shall continue to harry the powers that be." 

7. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
There were no further items for discussion, following the planning meeting 
 
The Meeting was then opened to the members of the public and then closed. 
 

 
 

8. BURIAL BOARD: 
 
There was a burial for Mr Hill of Top Close this month and a couple of plot enquiries.  
 
Cllr Webb reported that there are several fallen branches in the cemetery.  Cllr Roberts to 
speak to Roz at SCDC about the state of the trees but she is away that Roz has been away 
on sick-leave. 
 
Cllr Flynn has had a complaint over the smell of water in the watercourse between Ryecroft 
Lane and Chapel Lane.  Cllr Roberts to take a look. 
 

 
 
 
 
Cllr Roberts 
 
 
 
Cllr Roberts 
 
 
 

9. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
The Cllr's agreed that the school could hold the Summer Fair on The Butts on Saturday 24th 
June 2012.  Clerk to report back to the school. 
 

 
 
 

10. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:    
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The Clerk reported that the process for the Audit was now under way.  A finance meeting will 
be held next month. 
 

11. CORRESPONDENCE 
The actions on the Correspondence list have been covered in the main agenda 
  

 
 

12. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The Action List was updated accordingly. 
 

 
 
 

13. OTHER MATTERS: 
a) VILLAGE MEETING - 1ST MAY 2012 
A reminder to prepare reports etc for the meeting - Clerk to send out official invitations 
 
b) BURGHLEY PARK INVITATION 
Following discussion, Cllrs Bottrill and Flynn would like to go - the Clerk to reply back on their 
behalf..  
 
A brief planning meeting is to be held on Monday 2nd April at 7:30pm 
 
The next meeting is 7:15pm (Finance Meeting) and 7:30pm (Main PC Meeting) on Tuesday 
17th April 2012 at the Chapel, Chapel Lane. 
 
Cllr Roberts will not be able to make 15th May meeting and would like to move it to the 
following week on 22nd May, all agreed.  Clerk to change date with the URC 
 
The meeting closed at 8:40pm 

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 17TH APRIL 2012 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:    Cllr Deborah Roberts (Chairman), Cllr L Wragg, Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill,  
   Cllr P Flynn, Cllr O'Regan, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland, and Mrs J Wright  
   (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: There were no attendees 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr Webb 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 27TH MARCH 2012: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:      
Cllr Roberts has concerns over the increased 50% shared ownership, 50% housing 
association allocation at the Thriplow Triangle.  She would like to know from SCDC how many 
families there are on the list who say they would wish to progress with shared ownership, to 
ensure that Fowlmere residents fill this allocation.  The Clerk to approach SCDC.  If there isn't 
enough demand from Fowlmere then the proportion of HA housing needs to be increased.  
This could be an issue for Fowlmere residents if houses are to be built which local people 
can't afford.  Clerk also to check if the sale has been completed and what the schedule is for 
starting work - Autumn?.  

The tree work at the Thriplow Triangle has halted due to bird nesting season which may 
impact on the timescale.    The Millennium tree still needs to be moved and the preferred 
location was impinging on local services underground.  A  new location has been reached and 
Mr Teasdale has agreed to maintain the tree for the first year but this is depending on there 
being no BT services underground.  All Cllr's are happy with this location.  Clerk to contact Mr 
Teasdale, Mike Cooper and Lovells to confirm.  

A new sign will be needed for the Millennium tree but this can be sorted out once it is moved. 

Beldam-Johns is a possibility for the name of the new road, the man who supplied the village 
with the memorial well (Clerk has checked spelling - his first name was Frederick). 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Stone was unable to attend the meeting. 

 
 

6. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
a) Minutes from 27th March and 2nd April 2012 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORM CHURCH, 

CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE ON 27TH MARCH 2012 AT 7:30PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chair), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr 
J Peacock, Cllr Sunderland, Cllr Webb, Cllr Wragg and Mrs J Wright 
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(Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  There were apologies from Cllr O'Regan 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr Jerry Jackson, resident 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South 
Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh. 

2. S/0512/12/FL 
Rear single storey extension 
Larksmead, Long Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
Mrs Elizabeth Williams 
 
The Parish Council have no objections and therefore recommend approval.  It is a modest 
extension and will not impinge on neighbouring properties.  The materials chosen are in 
character with existing neighbouring properties. 
 
3. S/0436/12/LD   
Lawful Development Certificate for the occupation of the dwelling not by persons in agriculture 
work as per SC/72/1244 
Lanacre, 86, Chrishall Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7RY 
Mr Philip Rogers 
 
Fowlmere Parish Council (FPC) is very concerned about setting precedent by recommending 
approval to this application as there are other properties in the village with similar restriction 
who are adhering to the certificate.  SCDC should have enforced this many years ago and 
FPC would like to know why this has not been the case in time to report back to the next 
meeting (17th April 2012).  Also, FPC would like legal advice from SCDC as to whether the 
applicant's assertion that his ten year lapse does indeed entitle him to a certificate of lawful 
development?  FPC is not an enforcing body. 

4. S/1226/11   For Information Only - Appeal Successful 
Erection of two dwellings 
The Nurseries, The Way, Fowlmere, SG8 7QS 
Exemplar Living 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision 
 
5. S/2521/11 For information only - (notice of PC attendance at SCDC Planning Meeting) 
Proposed conversion of buidling (B1 use) to poultry, pet and equestrian store. 
Deans Farm, Shepreth Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
T Deans 
 
The Parish Council noted the information.  Cllr Wragg attended the meeting on behalf of 
Fowlmere Parish Council and Cllr Roberts attended in her capacity of District Councillor.  Cllr 
Wragg reported that there was lengthy discussion and there was support in the reasoning to 
not breach the village envelope policy for any reason. Cllr Wragg added that that there were 
breaches of planning consent in place at the location and this was spotted by planning officers 
on the site-visit.  Cllr Wragg said he is happy to go on record to say he has little faith that 
SCDC Planning Dept doesn't adequately follow through with planning enforcement.  Cllr 
Wragg would like FPC to send a letter to SCDC Planning Enforcement Officers to ask when 
the breaches in planning be corrected and to reply by the end of April.  Cllr Sunderland 
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suggested asking for a record of their attendance over the years. (Saffron Garner) 
 
6. Other Matters and Updates 
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
An additional meeting needs to held and it was agreed to hold it on Monday 2nd April at 
7:30pm at St Mary's Church 
The meeting closed at 8:05pm    

********************************************************************** 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 

COMMITTEE HELD IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY'S CHURCH, 
FOWLMERE ON MONDAY 2ND APRIL 2012 AT 7:30PM 

PRESENT: Cllr J Peacock (Vice-chair), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr E 
O'Regan, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  There were apologies from Cllr D Roberts, Cllr P Flynn and Cllr N 
   Webb.  

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr B Love, Mr S Mulholland, Mr M Robins, Mr M Cheetham -  
   residents 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Although absent from this meeting, as she has knowledge of this application, Cllr Roberts 
approaches any new information afresh should it later be placed before South Cambridgeshire 
District Council. 

2. S/0594/12/FL 
Erection of single storey dwelling and associated works 
Land to r/o 80-86 Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 &SD 
Mr Stewart McGinty 
 
The Parish Council, whilst it does not object in principal to a single storey building being built 
on the plot, recommends refusal to this application for the following reasons:  
 
Scale - the overall size and height of the proposed development is excessive in relation to the 
plot and it is disproportionately large.   Also some measurements are incorrect, for example 3 
out of 4 neighbouring gardens have a boundary fence height of 1.5m, not 1.8m as reported, 
which makes a material difference to the extent to which the proposed development would be 
perceived as overbearing by the existing neighbouring residents.  Also the scale on PL(21)01 
is not correct (it should be 1:100?) which has implications on the eventual overall height 
allowed. 

Position - The proximity of the proposed development, including the overhang of the canopy, 
to the existing neighbouring boundary fences renders it extremely close (0.6m). 

Height - The height of the lantern 'light' makes is significantly more intrusive than a standard 
single storey building would be.  The lantern is specified to have glass sides which will reflect 
the sun on the adjoining properties for a significant part of the day. 
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Access - The design appears to encroach on the access to the scheduled ancient monument 
at the rear of the site (and appears to be the only access.) 

3. Other Matters and Updates 
Other Matters and Updates (for information only 
The Clerk reported that an application had been submitted for tree work from Sexton's cottage 
in the High Street.  The Parish Council have already discussed and given permission for this 
work to go ahead but it now also needs SCDC to allow the work as it falls into the 
Conservation Area.  Given that Fowlmere Parish Council has already given their agreement 
and approval, it was agreed the Clerk could respond to SCDC accordingly without holding an 
additional meeting. 

The meeting closed at 8:15pm    
 

*************************************************************************** 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record.   
 
Cllr Roberts has taken legal advice from SCDC (Gary Duffy, Senior Planning Legal Officer) re 
Mrs Wetzl's letter about Mrs Roberts.  He advised that all planning applications should be 
treated individually; SCDC are available to advise and if Mrs Wetzl is acting purely as an 
agent, then Cllr Roberts does not need to leave because of an alleged personal and 
prejudicial interest. 
 
A planning meeting needs to be held at 7:15pm on Tuesday 1st May 2012 at St Mary's, prior 
to the Village Meeting  
 
b) Correspondence with Local Press 
Cllr Roberts hopes that all members of the PC feel they can discuss all parish items properly 
and can speak freely about them.  With regards planning, all members need to act 
professionally and views need to be based on planning criteria not personal preferences / 
likes etc.  Differences of opinion must be argued on planning criteria.  A majority decision 
must be respected and should not be written about in the local press as it undermines the 
credibility of the Parish Council as a whole.  An individual should therefore consider their 
position on the council if these items of best practice can't be adhered to, as it questions the 
credibility of decisions made by the Parish Council. 
 
Cllr Wragg said that by being a Councillor you are giving up some of your freedom of 
expression in public, which is a potential frustration but needs to be realised. 
 
Cllr Sunderland has been quizzed about why he can't look at someone else's property who is 
looking to develop their land.  It is regarded as 'best practice' by SCDC to adhere to this and 
to not become involved.  Cllr's are not available for consultation, they only look at formal 
applications once they have gone to SCDC; assessed on their merits, in line with planning 
policy.  Cllr Sunderland asked for this to be minuted for reference.  
 
c) Thriplow Triangle - to include 30mph speed limit 
Cllr Roberts recalled that this has been raised previously, but the road needed to be built 
before the speed limit would be considered an extension on Cambridge Road.  The Clerk to 
contact Tim Stone to remind him about this and ask how soon can we ask for the extension, 
so that it is in place when the houses are occupied  Cllr Bearpark said that the other exits in 
the village need to be considered, ie London Road to be extended to include 'Newlands.  
Clerk to ask Tim Stone about this as well. 
 
The Meeting was then opened to the members of the public and then closed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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7. BURIAL BOARD: 
There were no issues re the cemetery. 
 

 
 
 

8. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
Michael Bates plaque has been produced.  It needs to go in a frame with transparent plastic 
and then face the pathway, raised above the ground.  Then a date needs to be organised.  
Clerk to speak to Dave Salmons  
 

 
 
Clerk 
 

9. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:   
There was nothing further to discuss, following the earlier Finance Meeting. 
 

 

10. CORRESPONDENCE 
Cllr Roberts suggested a sign be put on the noticeboard re the change in police number - 101 
for non-emergency calls.  Suggest this is repeated on other village noticeboards ie URC, VH. 
 
Re Paul Derry's reply concerning Lanacre.  The Clerk asked to look at the historical records to 
see if the PC have made SCDC aware over the years that it hasn't been run agriculturally. 
 
The Clerk to chase Saffron Garner at SCDC for a  confirmation of receipt re Deans Farm 
letter. 
 
Sarah Warnes, resident asked if Fowlmere could have a jubilee beacon but there is not 
enough time or budget available for this.  Clerk to replay back. 
 
Clerk to write for the FATN re best decorated house in Fowlmere, a prize of a bottle of 
champagne to be awarded for first place and a bottle of wine for the second place.  Cllr 
Sunderland to ask Linda Church if she will be willing to judge.  A leaflet to be produced, Clerk 
to organise. 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk / Cllr 
Sunderland 

11. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The Action List was updated accordingly. 
 

 
 
 

12. OTHER MATTERS: 
a) An update from the Duxford Neighbours Meeting 
 Cllr Wragg attended the last Duxford Neighbour's meeting.  Nothing has particularly impacted 
on Fowlmere - they have a good programme for 2012, with good visitor numbers.  They have 
had 2 accident investigations and there are two further dates for Formula 1 testing.  At the PC 
before October meeting, Cllr's should raise matters then for discussion at the next meeting.  
The Clerk to put in a reminder into the FATN re residents getting their neighbours card. 
 
b) Village Meeting - 1st May 2012 
Invitations had been sent to the various Chairs and paperwork and agenda circulated 
 
 c) Michael Bates - Tree Dedication  
This was discussed earlier in the agenda. 
 
All Cllr's agreed to release the cheque for the Village Hall for £2500. 
 
The meeting closed at 8:55pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 22ND MAY 2012 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr Deborah Roberts (Chairman), Cllr L Wragg, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr O'Regan,  
  Cllr J Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr N Webb and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr Tim Stone, several members of the public 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr Bearpark 

 

2. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN: 
Cllr Wragg proposed Cllr Roberts remain as Chairman.  Cllr Sunderland seconded this 
motion, there were no further nominations and all agreed.  Cllr Roberts accepted the post. 

 

3. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN: 
Cllr Roberts proposed Cllr Wragg as Vice Chairman.  Cllr Webb seconded this motion, there 
were no further nominations and all agreed.  Cllr Wragg accepted the post. 

 

4. ELECTION OF COMMITTEES / REPRESENTATIVES: 
Cllr Roberts asked for any changes to committees, there were none.  Cllr O'Regan would like 
to be removed from Planning due to other commitments.  Cllr Wragg is happy to remain on 
the Duxford Liaison committee for another year and also the Village Hall Committee. 

 

5. ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE SIGNING: 
All documentation was signed and witnessed by the Clerk. 

 

6. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

7. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 17TH APRIL 2012: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record.  It was noted that Cllr Peacock was in 
attendance, not absent as stated. 

 

8. REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS: 
The Standing Orders had been circulated.  Cllr Cllr O'Regan proposed the Orders were re-
adopted.  Cllr Peacock seconded and all agreed. 

 

9. MATTERS ARISING:      
Clerk to reply saying that 50% for purely rental is too low and inconsistent with the ration of 
needs in the village.  Clerk to respond to Shula Newstead to say the PC's opinion is 
unchanged on this as this is a change to the original conditions that the PC agreed to and 
supported the development based upon. 

Clerk to chase Saffron Garner again as no response has been forthcoming, including a date 
by which time this will be answered. 

Clerk to remind Dave Salmons re the tree dedication. 

 

10. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Stone gave the following report: 

 
 

11. TRAVELLERS IN FOWLMERE: 
Cllr Roberts handed over to Cllr Wragg who reported on the situation regarding the travellers 
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and especially on the helpfulness of George Hay from County (and asked Cllr Stone to feed 
that back).  The situation was resolved very quietly and efficiently with the help of a bailiff.   
 
Mr Scrimshaw spoke that action needs to be taken to stop further instances.  The third side of 
The Butts should be fenced or the gated off.  Clerk to ask Dave Salmons to come and meet 
with Cllr Wragg, including Mr Scrimshaw (208892) Matthew Grisoni (208586).  SCDC have 
not established who owns that land with regards putting a gate across the road, so it needs to 
go along the Butts edge. 

12. UPDATE ON THE VILLAGE HALL: 
Cllr Wragg reported about a deficit owed to the Village Hall by the Sports and Social Club re 
electricity, which is to hopefully be repaid.  Cllr Wragg was asked to kindly report back the 
PC's concerns about this situation.  Further renovations are taking place.   

 

13. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
a) MINUTES FROM 1ST MAY 2012 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY'S CHURCH, FOWLMERE ON 

MONDAY 1ST MAY 2012 AT 7:15PM 
 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E 
  O'Regan, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright 

(Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  There were apologies from Cllr N Webb.  

IN ATTENDANCE: There were no attendees 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South 
Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh. 
 
2. S/0858/12/LB 
Alterations- internal alterations to open space for further seating and serving, replace windows 
with doors to patio, extend ladies toilet 
Queens Head, Long Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7SZ 
Mr Tim Adams, Greene King 
 
The Parish Council are in favour of supporting this application - following discussion, all Cllrs 
agreed.  The Parish Council felt that the minor changes are not as such that they will give any 
concern, that they are minimal and will not be detrimental in any way to the conservation asset 
of the building.  It is quite clear that a business of this kind needs to be upgraded to be able to 
continue to be viable and Fowlmere Parish Council are behind the improvements. 
 
3. S/0753/12/FL 
Extension to Dwelling 
24 Pipers Close, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7RT 
Mr Steve Beales 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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The Parish Council have no objections to this application as this is a resubmission and a 
precedent has therefore already been set.  It will not be detrimental to other neighbouring 
properties. 

4. C/11/40/029 
Application to undertake work on trees situated within a Conservation Area 
Glebe Cottage, Rectory Lane, Fowlmere 
Mrs Mercer 
 
The Parish Council have no objections to this application but, as ever refer to the knowledge 
of the SCDC tree officer in these matters. 

5. Other Matters and Updates  
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
An additional meeting will need to be held as two more new planning applications have been 
received. 
The meeting closed at 7:35pm 
 

********************************************************************** 

The minutes were duly agreed and signed 
 
The Meeting was then opened to the members of the public and closed as they had 
spoken earlier at item 11. 
 

14. BURIAL BOARD: 
There were no issues re the cemetery. 
 

 
 
 

15. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
a) RESULTS OF THE ANNUAL PLAY EQUIPMENT INSPECTION: 
The Clerk reported that the report had been sent in and she would forward a copy to Dave 
Salmons and ask him to quote for the necessary work. 
 

 
 

16. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:   
a) MINUTES FROM 17TH APRIL 2012 

 
Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Finance and General Purposes 

Committee held in the Dorothy Pluck Room, St Mary’s Church, Fowlmere, Tuesday 17th April 
2012 at 7:15pm. 

Present:     Cllr O’Regan (Chair), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P 
 Flynn, Cllr D Roberts, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J 
 Wright (Clerk). 

1. Apologies for absence 
  Apologies were received from Cllr Webb and Cllr Peacock 

2. Minutes of previous meeting/Matters Arising 
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 The previous minutes of 3rd January 2012 had already been agreed and 
 signed at a previous PC meeting. 

 
3. Review of income and expenditure. 

a) Audit 
 The audit is now complete.  The finances for the financial year 2011-2012 
 are now complete and have been approved by the Council.  Cllr Roberts 
 proposed and Cllr Wragg seconded, all agreed that the Chairman can  sign 
the audit form as required. 
 
 Money for the youth club will need to be included in next year's budget 
 (£300) but we need to check that Fowlmere children are using the facility. 
 
 It was discussed that there should be better options for the savings 
 account, as the present rate of interest is not good. 

 
4. Precept 

  The first half of the precept is now in. 
 

 
5. Trees, Grass and Hedges 
 Money re the round moat needs chasing, Cllr O'Regan to contact Michael 
 Bates. 
  

The survey on trees in the village need to be completed and this should be 
built into the 2012-2013 budget.   

 
 Cllr Roberts and Cllr O'Regan to take a look at trees opposite the mouth of 

John Close to see whose responsibility it is re tree work requested by 
residents in John Close.  

 
6. Future Projects 

The Milestone in High Street opposite the entrance to Ryecroft Lane looks 
quite dirty - it is presumed that this is the County Council responsibility to sort 
out, Clerk to check with Cllr Stone. 
 
Cllr Roberts said that in the future we may have extra responsibilities re grass 
around the mouth of the new road leading from the Thriplow Triangle. 
 

7. Other Matters 
 Ideas for future projects to be brought to the next Finance meeting. 
 
 The Councillors agreed that, as required by the Auditors, all relevant risks 
 are covered by the annual insurance.  Further details are to be tabulated.  
 

8. Date of next meeting 
 There were no other matters and the meeting closed at 7:30pm.  The date 
 of the next meeting will be 17th July 2012 at 7:15pm, prior to the PC 
 Meeting at the URC, Chapel Lane. 

*************************************************************************** 
The minutes were duly agreed and signed 
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17. CORRESPONDENCE 

 
 
 

18. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The Action List was updated accordingly. 
 

 
 
 

19. OTHER MATTERS: 
 
The meeting closed at 9:00pm 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 19TH JUNE 2012 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr O'Regan,  
  Cllr J Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr Tim Stone 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr N Webb 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 22ND MAY 2012: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record, with a couple of numerical 
amendments. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:      
Thriplow Triangle - Cllr Roberts reported that Schuyler Newstead at SCDC responded that the 
money is not available to support more purely rental units unfortunately.  Cllr Wragg would like 
her to provide a breakdown of the available sources of funding, to support this situation.  Clerk 
to approach. 

Travellers in Fowlmere - Cllr Roberts reported that the travellers moved from Fowlmere to 
Newton and then returned to the Wilkinson's land at the Thriplow Triangle in Fowlmere.  The 
Clerk made Mr Wilkinson aware of the situation and shared all contact details of SCDC / 
bailiffs etc. The Wilkinsons kindly allowed the travellers to stay over the jubilee weekend to 
avoid spoiling any village arrangements on public spaces etc.  There is now another group of 
travellers of 8-10 caravans in Haslingfield and this has alerted the PC to the fact that the Butts 
is very vulnerable to further incursions.  Mrs Scrimshaw, a Butts resident said she felt let-down 
by the PC as we have not secured the Butts, despite this situation never having occurred 
before.  This needs further discussion and will be on the agenda for the Finance meeting in 
two weeks.  In the meantime, the Clerk to approach Royston Fencing at Meldreth and Meads 
for alternative quotes for securing The Butts, and say time is of the essence.  One quote 
already in from Dave Salmons. 

 

 
Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
 Cllr Stone gave the following report: 

"Buses 
A good meeting on 30th May about the future of transport.  Many initiatives and surveys now 
happening.  Though not directly applicable to Fowlmere, we shall be conducting a survey in 
Sawston Medical Centre next Monday and another next Friday at Whittlesford station to see if 
people would be prepared to leave their cars at home if there was a public transport 
alternative. 
 
Meanwhile the County has launched a general transport survey on a new Transport Strategy 
for Cambridge and South Cambridgeshire.  The idea is to seek views on the issues which 
should be addressed by a new transport strategy and the types of transport improvements 
respondents would like to see included in the strategy. 
 
Further information, including the consultation documents and a link to the online consultation 
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questionnaire can be found at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/tscsc 
 
I have completed the survey myself, which takes quite a bit of time if you think as slowly as I 
do.  It seems to be full of motherhood and apple pie.  Conspicuously there is no price tag.  I 
should be interested to know what you think. 
 
Footpath Stile 
For several months the County’s Rights of Way and Access team have been dealing with a 
report that a stile has been placed on Fowlmere’s Footpath 1. Having discussed the problem 
with the landowner and explained to him that the County only allows kissing gates an 
application has now been received for a stile.  The application has the support of the Parish 
Council.  
  
As a result of the Disability Discrimination Act 2005 the County Council is required to carry out 
reasonable adjustments to the highway network to make it more accessible to the less able 
user. That is incorporated within the Cambridgeshire County Council Rights of way 
Improvement Plan. The County Council is now obliged to remove any unauthorised stiles, but 
where possible is offering free kissing gates to replace them. 
 
The Department for Food and Rural Affairs has also issued guidance to landowners to install 
kissing gates.  Because of this the County intends to decline the application and in the near 
future will seek to remove the stiles. 
 
Broadband 
The County has now received over 7,000 registrations from people who would like superfast 
broadband in their villages.  This apparently represents a good number, though from chats 
I’ve had with people it seems pretty clear that many have still not registered.  It would be very 
helpful if the parish council could continue to publicise the Connecting Cambridgeshire 
website, where people and businesses can register. It is: 
http://www.connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk  

Minor Highway Improvements 
We have now completed this year’s task of allocating the £50,000 which the County has 
offered to build minor highway improvements in South Cambridgeshire.  Most of the 
improvements involve speed limit reductions and better signage. 
 
Next year’s process should be better handled and is expected to start in September.  We have 
given up the mechanistic process of scoring criteria because it was weighted heavily in favour 
of main roads and safety.  That meant that desirable improvements on less used roads never 
stood a chance.  Our discussions were nevertheless thorough and the decision process can 
be robustly defended. 

There is no limit to the amount a parish council can contribute to a Minor Highway 
Improvement proposal and you might like to start thinking already about anything you would 
like to have part funded by the County.  The exact criteria in terms of amounts available per 
scheme and obligatory percentage contribution from parishes have yet to be decided. 

Website cookies 
New rules have been introduced about website cookies.  It will no longer be legal to use 

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/tscsc


3 

 

cookies on websites without giving visitors clear guidance as to the purpose for which they are 
being used.  I have asked the County Council if they will give guidance to parish councils as 
some may have websites which contain cookies.  They may also have community websites 
which they know about.  The County says that all websites are different so there is no single 
set of rules.  At least some guidance should soon be available. 
 
Timebanking 
Cambridgeshire is pioneering a concept called timebanking.  The idea is very simple: People 
give time and talents to others in exchange for receiving time and talents from other members 
of the community.  It helps avoid isolation, builds up community spirit and is good for 
everyone. 
 
The key to the whole thing is to find someone in the village who is able to coordinate the 
programme and record hours given and received.  There are also issues of CRB checks, 
health and safety, and all the usual modern rules and regulations.  If Fowlmere is interested 
the contact point at the County is wendy.lansdowne@cambridgeshire.gov.uk.  She has been 
involved in setting up timebanks across the county.  You can find more details at 
www.timebanking.org" 
 
Protected Road Verges - Cllr Stone reported how the County is now going to pay for those 
villages who have said they will not do so.  Cllr Stone reported that there is now a village 
warden for verges, but the warden is unaware that the county is not supporting the protected 
verges - they are essentially being de-commissioned.  Cllr Stone has asked which ones have 
been de-commissioned. 

6. PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
a) MINUTES FROM 22ND and 29TH MAY 2012 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORM CHURCH, 
CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE ON TUESDAY 22ND MAY 2012 AT 7:15PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E O'Regan, 
Cllr J Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr N Webb and Mrs J Wright 
(Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  There were apologies from Cllr T Bearpark and Cllr Wragg.  

IN ATTENDANCE: Several members of the public 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South 
Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh.. 
 
2. S/0894/12/FL 
Chimney to East Elevation 
Cambridge Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7QN 
Dr S and Dr T Steele 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:wendy.lansdowne@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
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The Parish Council have no objections and support this application is it is in no way going to 
be detrimental to the house or the surrounding area. 

3. S/0731/12/FL 
Erection of Car Port 
Perks Close, 4 Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7SA 
Mr Mike Maddin 
 
The Parish Council support this application as long as it maintains the present entrance as the 
PC would not want any of the hedge removed as the house has a protected frontage.  The PC 
would also want a condition to say that it cannot be used as overflow accomdation for the 
main house. 
 
4. S/0594/FL/12 
Erection of single storey dwelling and associated works 
Land to r/o 80-86 Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7SD 
Mr Stewart McGinty 
 
The Parish Council are still objecting to this application as it has not satisfied any of the 
concerns which have been addressed in the previous planning feedback.  It has only 
apparently sorted out one of the objections (glass lantern) and the PC would like to see a 
proper full set of plans to make a decision on, not one document, which is not annotated.  The 
Clerk to contact Matthew Hare at SCDC to ask for a full set of documents and to say this is a 
waste of time for councillors and residents - Cllr Roberts is at SCDC on Thursday and could 
pick up the documentation if necessary in order to have an additional planning meeting on 
29th May.  The PC's objections are therefore still outstanding.  
Mrs Fletcher of Ryecroft Way was concerned about the allocation of car parking spaces 
because a previous application had been refused for 5 dwellings (because they were outside 
of the village envelope) but this is only for one dwelling so the parking shouldn't be a 
consideration.   
 
5. S/0512/12/FL - For Information Only - Permission Granted 
Rear Single Storey Extension 
Larksmead, Long Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
Mrs  Elizabeth Williams 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision 
 
6. S/0436/12/LD - For Information Only - Certificate removed from property   
Lawful Development Certificate for the occupation of the dwelling not by persons in agriculture 
work as per SC/72/1244 
Lanacre, 86, Chrishall Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7RY 
Mr Philip Rogers 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision 
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7. Other Matters and Updates  

Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
 
An additional meeting will need to be held as an additional planning application has been 
received.  next Tuesday 29th May at St Marys at 7:30pm. 
The meeting closed at 7:35pm    

********************************************************************** 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY'S CHURCH, 

FOWLMERE ON TUESDAY 29TH MAY 2012 AT 7:30PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E O'Regan, 
Cllr J Peacock, Cllr N Webb, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  There were apologies from Cllr Bearpark and Cllr Sunderland.  Cllr 
   Flynn had to leave the meeting at 8:10pm 

IN ATTENDANCE: Several members of the public 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South 
Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh. 
 
2. S/0594/FL/12 
Erection of single storey dwelling and associated works 
Land to r/o 80-86 Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7SD 
Mr Stewart McGinty 
 
The Parish Council has reviewed the application and the plans submitted, and is pleased to 
see the removal of the lantern and a small reduction in the height of the building compared 
with the earlier application.  However the PC still feels that this building needs to be moved 
into a position where it is not overlooking and dominating the other neighbouring properties.  If 
it were moved to the position of the present outbuildings on the site (next to the East 
boundary) this would provide an effective solution - it would still retain everything that the 
application appears to want and would result in the garden being back to back with the 
present gardens. This would be greatly beneficial to both the present and prospective 
residents.  
It is unacceptable to suggest that neighbouring properties should have the height of their 
fences raised which will certainly have a very claustrophobic and overbearing effect.  This is 
not a solution and will diminish the quality of life for present residents, which is wholly 
unreasonable. 
The proposed building is extremely large in relation to the size of the plot.   It is also 
significantly larger than the footprint of the existing neighbouring dwellings.  The PC would find 
this application easier to approve if the overall footprint were made smaller, which would be 
more appropriate for the site and the context of the neighbouring dwellings.  
Unless the proposed building is moved back and becomes less oppressive to the 
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neighbouring dwellings, Fowlmere Parish Council will oppose the application.  
In addition, the access to the area behind containing a Scheduled Ancient Monument (Crow's 
Parlour) must be shown clearly and it must be a condition of any eventual planning consent 
that access to this site is entirely satisfactory.  
On the basis of the plans submitted to it, the Parish Council opposes this application. 
If Fowlmere Parish Council's view is contrary to the SCDC officers' recommendations, the PC 
will ask for a site visit by the SCDC Planning Committee and that the application should go to 
the SCDC full planning committee for decision.  
 
3. S/0866/12/FL 
Proposed conversion of building (B1 use) to poultry, pet and equestrian store (A1 Use) 
Deans Farm, Long Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, SG8 7TG 
Mr and Mrs T Dean 
 
Cllr Roberts declared a personal interest as she lives close to the applicant, further up the 
same road, but she does not socialise with, or overlook or hear anything from the applicant's 
site, so it is not a prejudicial interest. 
Cllr Roberts reported that this application has already been seen by the SCDC Planning 
Committee and was spoken strongly against by members of that committee, voicing concerns 
that it would set a precedent for others as it is outside the village envelope and is against 
SCDC planning policy, including the fact that the majority of goods must be produced on the 
farm (hay is not believed to be grown locally in Fowlmere).  Cllr Wragg said the application is 
completely contrary to established planning policy and this supersedes other arguments. 
Mr Deans said there are hay and straw fields in the village and that there is also only one 
business proposed here and not several and the changes in the sourcing of hay are only 
applicable if the conditions change. 
Cllr Webb commented that her family use the wholesale business in its present form. 
Cllrs were asked to vote for or against the application:  There were 4 votes in favour of 
recommending refusal, 2 abstentions and 0 votes for approval.  If the Parish Council’s view of 
refusal is contrary to that of SCDC, Fowlmere PC would wish the application go to the full 
SCDC Planning Committee, although no site visit would be needed as this has already 
occurred in respect of the previous application. 
The Parish Council feels that there is no change to this application, when compared to the 
previous application (S/2521/11) which the SCDC Planning Committee refused when it was 
considered in February.  It would be extremely detrimental to set a precedent by approving 
this application because it is clearly against SCDC Planning Policy and is outside the village 
envelope. 
 
4. S/0753/12/FL - For information only - Permission granted 
Extension to Dwelling 
24 Pipers Close, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7RT 
Mr Steve Beales 
The Parish Council noted the decision.   
 
5. Other Matters and Updates  
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
a) Re-siting of the Post Box from the shop 
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It was agreed that the proposed site for moving the post-box from the shop to the edge of The 
Butts, opposite the school was acceptable.  
 
b) Retrospective application re stiles on footpath, views sought. 
The PC have no objections to this retrospective proposal re the footpath from Fowlmere to 
Foxton. 
 
Cllr Roberts updated the PC that the travellers had moved to the Thriplow Triangle field, which 
is private land, owned by the Wilkinson family.  The Clerk has passed on the details needed 
for the Bailiff and they have negotiated a stay until the Wednesday after the Bank Holiday, as 
CCC have asked for that, to avoid a village's celebrations for the jubilee being spoilt. 
The meeting closed at 9:00pm    

*********************************************************************** 

The minutes were duly agreed and signed. 

Cllr Roberts updated on the land at the rear of 80-86 Chapel Lane.  SCDC won't refuse this 
application but it will go to full Planning Committee with a site visit.  Matt Hare at SCDC has 
asked the applicant to move the building, as he knows the PC are not in principal opposed, 
other than on the location - it will go to the 4th July SCDC Meeting.  Mr Mulholland will speak 
at the meeting on behalf of the residents.  It would be good for Vice-Chair of PC or Planning 
could attend to speak on behalf of the PC. 
 
The Meeting was then opened and closed to members of the public 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Wragg 
and Cllr 
Peacock 
 
 
 
 

7. BURIAL BOARD: 
There were no issues re the cemetery. 
 

 
 
 

8. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
a) TRAVELLERS 
This item had been previously discussed. 
 
b) BC TRUST - MOAT 
The PC need an update from Mr Bates as they need to work out the finances and the BC 
Trust are keen to take on the work again.  Clerk to ask Mr Bates to update us of find out who 
we approach. 
 
The trees at the mouth of Johns Close do need cutting back off the road, all the way along 
Ryecroft Lane.  Clerk to ask Chris Wall for advice.   
 
Cllr Roberts viewed the area along the boundary of the Green in Savile Way.  This does not 
need maintaining at present.  They are not causing an obstruction - the PC will look again in 
the autumn.   
 
Cllr Flynn reported that there is a dead tree on the Green by Savile Way - Clerk to ask Chris 
Wall's advice. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 

9. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:   
The Clerk reported that there were a couple of pieces needed to repair play equipment but 
this will go formally via the Finance meeting.  
 
The Clerk to send grant funding information from Ameycespa to Cllr Wragg and Cllr O'Regan - 

 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
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the PC needs to move quickly to apply within the timescale.   
 

10. CORRESPONDENCE 
Cllr Roberts spoke about the two complaints about the PC not providing enough entertainment 
over the jubilee celebrations, or decorating the war memorial or providing funding for 
celebrations.  Decorating the war memorial with bunting would be disrespectful and in answer 
to the other complaints about the lack of events, the PC asked for ideas and volunteers and 
none were forthcoming.  Despite this, the PC organised the best dressed house and the 
winners have been awarded their prizes and it will be reported in the Fowlmere news.  Clerk 
to formally thank Rev Linda Church for judging the competition.  
 
Cllrs were asked to think of any nominations for the Pride and Local Heroes Awards run by 
SCDC. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
All Cllrs 

11. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The Action List was updated accordingly. 
 
Cllr Bottrill and Cllr Flynn attended the jubilee celebrations at Burghley House, near Stamford, 
which was very enjoyable, despite some wet weather.  Cllr Bottrill to share photos on the PC 
web-site. 
 

 
 
 
 
Cllr Bottrill 

12. OTHER MATTERS: 
a) MR BATES TREE DEDICATION 
This is planned for 5pm on Sunday 24th June, at The Butts, Cllr Flynn sends her apologies.  
Cllr Bottrill to take photos.  
 
Cllr Roberts reported that the Queen's Head has had some of its planning application 
approved but not all, the Conservation Officer is objecting to the movement of a doorway.  
These will come back to the PC as a planning amendment. 
 
Mrs Flynn has requested a Seniorlink pendant.  The PC agreed to proceed with this request.  
The Clerk to process. 
 
Cllr Roberts reported very briefly on a SCDC complaint, concerning a previous planning 
application.  The Clerk has been sent copies of all correspondence. 
 
The meeting closed at 9:00pm 

 
 
Cllr Bottrill 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 

 



1 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 17TH JULY 2012 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr O'Regan,  
  Cllr J Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr N Webb, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr Tim Stone 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
There were no apologies for absence 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 19TH JUNE 2012: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:      
With regards planning, Perks Close planning application for a car part has been refused, as 
has the land r/o 80-86 Chapel Lane (in SCDC Planning Committee).  Deans Farm, Long Lane 
has also been refused on delegated powers at SCDC.  The application for Chartism - 
Affordable Housing, London Road has also been refused at appeal. 

 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
 Cllr Stone gave the following report: 
 
"Broadband 
The County has now received 10,000 registrations from people who would like superfast 
broadband. 6.7% of the estimated number of premises in Fowlmere have registered.  That’s 
about average for our part of the world but way short of the most dynamic – or currently worst 
served. I have a registration poster and some cards which you may like to place on the parish 
notice board. 
It would be very helpful if the parish council could continue to publicise the Connecting 
Cambridgeshire website, where people and businesses can register. It is: 
http://www.connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk  
 
Website cookies 
I have emailed your clerk about website cookies.  At least one parish council has accepted 
Duxford’s offer and considers itself well pleased – particularly as the process confirmed that 
nothing needed to be done. 

Bus changes 
The last meeting of the local transport group took place last Thursday at the Wellcome 
Institute. Much disquiet about the new two-hour service on the stopgap 7a. 
 
I’ve also heard that the 31 hasn’t been running or has been late.  I contacted Meridian, who 
say there was an accident in April as a result of a driver falling ill at the wheel.  The bus was 
out of action for a couple of days. Since then there have been a short period when roadworks 
have thrown the timetable out. Meridian’s reaction was to send another relief bus.  It seems to 
me that they are thoroughly committed to the route. 
 
South Cambridgeshire Local Plan 
I have attended two presentations at South Cambs Hall, at one of which Fowlmere was well 
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represented, so I don’t need to go into detail. 
 
The County will be deeply involved in the process because of the potential impact on 
infrastructure such as roads and schools.  But for now I believe that everyone should 
comment on what might be in store; the Local Plan consultation poses 116 questions, some of 
which are around how smaller villages can accommodate much needed social and affordable 
housing now that the SHLAA sites are out of the running.  
 
The stile 
We shall be meeting on 27th July to try to sort out the stile question.  Let’s pray for good 
weather and common sense. 

Protected Road Verges 
I tried again today at Full Council to make some progress on Protected Road Verges.  Most of 
the remaining 68 are regarded as being in “unfavourable condition.”  I have asked the County 
not to drop any more off the list and to do something positive to rescue the poor ones.  As a 
result of my prodding the County is not only seeking Verge Wardens, of which Lawrence 
Wragg is designated for your S46 and S47, but is getting the sites correctly named. I have 
asked for clear instructions to be given to all those responsible for maintaining or monitoring 
Protected Road Verges. Although I deplore the way that the County has gone about 
delegating Protected Road Verges to parishes without any compensating money, I am 
beginning to think that it has given a new impetus to their protection." 
 

The land at the Thriplow Triangle has now been sold.  Cllr Roberts reminded Cllr Stone that a 
path was required along the Cambridge Road and the builders are saying they cannot go 
ahead and want to put an access in the Thriplow Road.  Local opinion was that the PC's 
preference is to stick to Cambridge Road.  Cllr Roberts has had a call from a resident who has 
pointed out the danger of crossing the Triangle island from Cambridge Road though.  Cllr 
Roberts asked Cllr Stone to speak to CCC, to provide some expertise to determine which is 
the safest route.  Cllr Wragg said the island crossing isn't too bad.  Cllr Stone to speak to 
David Lines and will keep in touch with the Clerk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr Stone 
 

6. PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
a) MINUTES FROM 19TH JUNE AND 5TH JULY 2012 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORM CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE 

ON TUESDAY 19TH JUNE 2012 AT 7:00PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, 
Cllr E O'Regan, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and 
Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr N Webb 

IN ATTENDANCE: Several members of the public 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South 
Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh. 
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2. Signing of documentation for Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Planning Committee 
The paperwork was signed and witnessed by the Clerk 
 
3. S/1092/12/FL 
Demolition / removal of existing conservatory and erection of new single storey extension 
Pear Tree House, Thriplow Road, Fowlmere Royston 
M and Mrs Simon and Julia Brooks 
There are no objections and the Parish Council supports approval.  It will not be detrimental to 
any neighbouring properties and is an improvement on the house in general 
 
4. C/11/17/029/01 
Application to undertake work on trees situated within a Tree Preservation Order 
18 Ryecroft Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, SG8 7TT 
Mrs N Scoates 
The Parish Council are happy with this application, as long as the SCDC tree officer is in 
agreement, as the PC always defers to their opinion - this application seems to include just 
very reasonable maintenance 
 
5. S/1124/12/FL 
Single storey side extension: Utility room & WC, to allow larger breakfast room. 
2, Butts View, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7SY 
Mr M Grisoni 
The Parish Council supports this application as it is an acceptable small extension to the 
property which will not impinge on any other neighbouring properties 
 
6. S/1221/12/FL 
Installation of temporary building of approximately 10m x 9.5m in floor area 
ION Science, The Way, Fowlmere, CAMBRIDGESHIRE, SG8 7UJ 
Miss Madeleine Reynolds 
The Parish Council opposes any development outside of the village envelope.  However, 
because this is a strictly temporary arrangement and will be removed at the end of the period, 
the Parish Council is prepared not to object on this occasion, without creating any precedent - 
allowing a maximum of 2 years, which is non-renewable. 
 
7. S/1129/12/LB 
Alterations- erect new screen, door, false ceiling to create new int lobby, relocatel fixtures and 
fittings, replace exist floor, remove timber threshold 
Fowlmere Primary School, Butts Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7SL 
Fowlmere Primary School 
The Parish Council supports this application, with no objections.  The proposal does not 
change the character of the building or physically remove anything, which cannot be later 
added if needed and it is necessary for the safety of the children 
 
8. S/0894/12/FL For information only - Permission granted 
Chimney to east Elevation 
2 Cambridge Road, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7QN 
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Dr S and Dr T Steele 
The Parish Council noted the decision.   
 
9. Other Matters and Updates  
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
Cllr Roberts reported on the Thriplow Triangle footpath - the finances have changed because 
the builders and Housing Association have changed and they have said they cannot factor in 
the £20,000 needed for a footpath.  They are happy to put a footpath, at the rear of the 
buildings through to the Thriplow Road.  This is an outcome that the Thriplow Road residents 
did not want.  The builders will need to put in an amendment. 
 
Cllr Sunderland thinks that residents will park on the Thriplow Road and doesn't support this 
change.  Cllr Wragg said they should have done a full enquiry and accepted this condition at 
time of purchase.  Their budget should allow for this.  The Thriplow Road has bad visibility and 
is a fast road for people to walk out onto. 
 
The PC cannot make a decision on this today as it is not an agenda item.  It needs to go on 
the next planning agenda.  The PC should leaflet the residents locally (Cllr Wragg to deliver - 
grateful to know their views)   

A further meeting will need to be held and a date of Thursday 5th for 7:30pm was agreed 
(followed by Finance)  Cllr Sunderland sends his apologies. 
 
The meeting closed at 7:35pm    

*************************************************************************** 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY'S CHURCH, FOWLMERE ON 

THURSDAY 5TH JULY 2012 AT 7:30PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E O'Regan, 
Cllr J Peacock, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr M Sunderland and Cllr N Webb 

IN ATTENDANCE: Several members of the public 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South 
Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh. 

2. Thriplow Triangle - Footpath. 
Cllr Roberts discussed this item first and outlined the current situation in that Bedfordshire 
Pilgrims are now to be the Housing Association, with Lovells as the builders, rather than Circle 
Anglia.  The new developers have stated that they were unaware of the existing condition for 
providing a footpath (at a predicted cost of £20,000) and do not wish to put in a footpath along 
the Cambridge Road, but in exchange, they would create a pedestrian only access from the 
rear of the new road, out onto the Thriplow Road.  It would not create any additional gaps in 
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the hedge and could be gated and locked for residents only. 
 
Mr Teasdale said that it was very remiss of Lovells to not take the information on board.  The 
cost of £20,000 is very high - would a bridle way be cheaper? 
 
Cllr Wragg said the traffic would be moving very quickly by that point in the Thriplow Road, the 
footpath is very narrow there too and parked cars would make this visibility even worse.  
Existing local residents will also benefit from the original path in Cambridge Road, not the 
suggested one.  He also suggested seeking the opinion of Cambridgeshire Highways 
although Cllr Roberts said they would get involved if and when there is a formal planning 
application. 
 
Another local resident pointed out that there is also a lot of parking at the Thriplow Triangle 
point which doesn't help visibility for crossing there. 
 
Regarding the proposed change of location of the footpath from Cambridge Road to a 
pedestrian access point in Thriplow Road, the view of Fowlmere Parish Council is that, 
following consultation with local residents, in preference, it would much rather see the 
footpath retailed in its original place of Cambridge Road.  This is the safer option - the 
PC's original judgement is sound and there is no need to go back on that decision. 

3. S/1365/11 
10 Affordable dwellings 
Land Adjacent to Bury House, Long Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts, SG8 7TG 
Alan Finch, Stepford Homes 
The previous response to the application in 2011 still stands, as a refusal.  Fowlmere Parish 
Council (FPC) set out the reasons for opposition in their previous response to this application, 
so there is no reason for the PC to consider amendments. 
 
FPC still do not know if this is a registered social housing landlord, neither has there been any 
approach from SCDC housing dept, so the Housing Association's credentials have not been 
brought to the attention of FPC, as was the case with the preliminary stages of the Thriplow 
Triangle development.  Due to reasons beyond FPC's control, the Thriplow Triangle has not 
yet commenced building but it is believed imminent.  FPC expresses its dismay that this 
application has not yet been resolved within the statutory timescale at SCDC Planning and 
would like a response as to why this has not yet happened please to bring to the next meeting 
(17th July 2012). 

4. S/0731/12/FL  - For Information Only - Permission Refused 
Erection of Car Port 
Perks Close, 4 Chapel Lane, Fowlmere Royston, SG8 7SA 
Mr Mike Maddin 
The Parish Council noted the decision 

5. S/0858/12/LB  - For Information Only - Permission Granted 
Alterations - Internal alterations to open space for further seating and serving, replace 
windows with doors to patios, extend ladies toilets 
The Queen's Head, Long Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, SG8 7SZ 
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Mr Tim Adams, Greene King 
The Parish Council noted the decision and heard from Cllr Roberts that there is still a clause 
that the conservation officer is not currently allowing, but they hope to sort that out via an 
amendment application. 

6. Other Matters and Updates  
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
Cllr Wragg reported that the land r/o 80-86 Chapel Lane was turned down at SCDC (11-2 
votes) and the PC hopes that an agreeable solution can be resolved. 
 
SCDC Localism workshops next week.  Cllr Roberts strongly suggested that several 
Councillors need to attend.  Cllr Roberts, Flynn and Bottrill are attending, Clerk to confirm with 
SCDC. 
 
The meeting closed at 8:10pm    

****************************************************************************************** 

The minutes were duly agreed and signed. 

The Meeting was then opened and closed to members of the public 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. BURIAL BOARD: 
There has been an enquiry about a burial from Mr Kenzie from Shepreth. 
 
Cllr Webb reported a sunken grave in the cemetery - the Clerk to take a look and ask Chris 
Wall to put some soil in to build it back up.   
 
Acacia trees are quoting for removing the dead tree by the shed in the cemetery. 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 

8. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
Cllr Webb has a large tree at the rear of her house which her neighbour has said is very 
imposing, Cllr Roberts to take a look (and residents are entitled to cut back what is 
overhanging their garden.)  The paths and roads in Isons Close and Jackson Way are looking 
like they need some attention re potholes.  Clerk to speak to Cllr Stone to see if anything can 
be done. 
 
The roads don't seem to have been sprayed (weeds along the gutter edges) - Clerk to ask 
Environmental Health at SCDC. 
 
There are also several large pot-holes in Mill Way, Clerk to report to SCDC. 
 
Dave Salmons to start work on The Butts in the summer holidays.   
 
Cllr Bottrill said there have been complaints about the leylandii on the corner of Chapel Lane - 
Clerk to send a gentle letter to ask them to cut it back as playgroup mum's cannot walk past 
when cars are parked with buggies. 
 

 
Cllr Roberts 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 

9. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:   
a) MINUTES FROM 5TH JULY 2012 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Finance and General Purposes 
Committee held in the Dorothy Pluck Room, St Mary’s Church, Fowlmere, Thursday 5th July 
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2012 at 8:00pm. 

Present:     Cllr O’Regan (Chair), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr D Roberts, 
 Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk). 

 
1. Apologies for absence 

 Apologies were received from Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr M Sunderland and Cllr N Webb. 

2. Minutes of previous meeting/Matters Arising 
The previous minutes of 17th April 2012 had already been agreed and signed at a 
previous PC meeting. 

 
3. Review of income and expenditure. 
Cllr Wragg suggested looking towards the Co-op bank for moving the deposit 
account, in the hope of achieving a higher rate of interest. 
 
 a) Audit - The audit is now complete, passed by the internal auditor and has 
 been acknowledged by the external auditor. 
 
 b) Play Equipment Repairs - It was agreed that delegated powers would be 
 given to the Finance Chair to undertake the necessary purchases to satisfy 
 the ROSPA suggested playground repairs. 

 
4. Precept 

 The first half of the precept is now in. 
 
5. Trees, Grass and Hedges 
 a) Tree Survey (Cemetery, Ryecroft Lane, Old Barn House) 
 The Clerk to remind Mr Pile that, as SCDC have declared his conifer unfit, 
 he should look to have it removed in case it falls, as he could have 
 onerous responsibilities if that happens.   
 
 The dead sycamore tree in the cemetery by the shed is to be removed (and 
 the residual wood) - Clerk to approach Acacia.  Roz at SCDC granted 
 permission.   
 
 The tree at the junction of Ryecroft Lane and Jackson's Close is to be left 
 as it has been pronounced safe by SCDC - for the following reason "The  Tree 
 in Rycroft Lane while it has a large sweeping lower lateral the union is very 
 wide and not narrow, the tree has been growing like this for all its life and can 
 be considered ‘balanced’ in that it will have laid down tension and 
 compression wood where required to support such a form." 
 
 b) Moat Finance 
 Cllr O'Regan is still trying to make contact with Mr Bates, who is currently 
 very busy with Village Hall issues.  Cllr O'Regan to ask for the contact, to 
 relieve some of Mr Bates' workload.  
 

c) The Butts - Securing the Perimeter 
There were three quotes for the work and the PC are happiest with the lowest 
quote.  Clerk to give Dave Salmons the go-ahead to progress (and check that 
treated wood is used.) 
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d) Contribution to Cutting The Butts Grass (Fowlmere School) 
The suggestion is to raise the amount to £450 and that the PC will review it 
annually with a mind to increasing it inflationally thereafter.  PC to review in 
January each year. 
  
e) John Close Trees 

  When the contractor (Agriplant) contacts the Clerk re quoting for cutting  
  back the trees opposite the mouth of John Close, the PC to ask for the  
  trees further up Ryecroft Lane, bordering the Moat, to be included too. 
 

6. Future Projects 
 Carried on to the next meeting. 

 
7. Other Matters 
The Declaration of Acceptance Forms were filled in by the Chair and Vice-chair and 
counter-signed by the Clerk. 
 
The school have won a tree which grows to over 40m high.  Following discussion the 
PC concluded that due to size and maintenance  implications they cannot take it on 
and have no other suitable land on which to house it - perhaps the school could 
contact local landowners to see if they would like it.  Clerk to reply back to the school. 

8. Date of next meeting 
There were no other matters and the meeting closed at 8:45pm.  
The date of the next meeting will be 16th October 2012 at 7:00pm, prior to the PC 
Meeting at the URC, Chapel Lane. 

***************************************************************************************** 
The minutes were agreed as correct and were duly signed 
 
The contribution to grass cutting is to be raised to £450 and then reviewed annually.  Cllr 
O'Regan to propose and Cllr Bottrill to second, all cllrs agreed. 
 

10. CORRESPONDENCE 
Cllr Webb to check where the swings were purchased from at the Village Hall so the repairs 
can be undertaken. 
 
Re the Bury House Affordable Housing Planning Application, Cllr Roberts reported that 
Metropolitan Housing Trust is a large group and are likely to be the ones dealing with the 
proposal but Cllr Roberts said to SCDC that they should have made themselves known to the 
PC, prior to making an application, which does not bode well for future relationships.  The 
outcome from SCDC has not been made known yet. 
 
Re Public Consultations from SCDC for preparing a new local plan - Cllr Roberts, Bottrill and 
Flynn attended the workshop and Cllr Roberts reported back that the PC has until the 28th 
September to give opinion.  There is a questionnaire for completion so Cllr Roberts proposes 
a working party to undertake the work.  The village envelope should be 'removed' has been 
suggested and Cllr Wragg said this is a dreadful move for planners to suggest and is strongly 
against it, so the PC needs to carefully respond to the plan.  Individuals can also write, as well 
as the PC as a whole - something needs to go on the noticeboard.  Cllr Bearpark, Flynn, 
Roberts, Sunderland would also take part.   
 

 
Cllr Webb 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

11. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The Action List was updated accordingly. 
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12. OTHER MATTERS: 

Clerk to book Chapel for 7:30 on Tue 21st August for a planning meeting to incorporate the 
local plan. 
 
Cllr Wragg reported on Village SOS for grants for community enterprises, applications by Wed 
12th Sept, in case the PC can think of any funding requirements.  Possibly the Village Hall - 
Cllr Wragg to pass on to Michael Bates? 
 
The PO is still interested in working with St Mary's to host the Post office but the is little the 
PC can do in the interim. 
 
Cllr Flynn reported that a fruit and veg van would be willing to visit the village (they currently 
attend the Farmer's Market).  Clerk to ring them to find out what they can provide and how far 
along is the idea? 
 
The meeting closed at 8:35pm 
 

 
The Clerk 
 
 
Cllr Wragg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 18th SEPTEMBER 2012 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr 
  M Sunderland, Cllr N Webb, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: There were no attendees. 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr O'Regan, Cllr J Peacock and Cllr Stone  

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 17TH JULY 2012: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:      
There were some amendments needed to be made to the Registers of Members Interests, 
which were done and the Clerk will send the revisions to SCDC. 

Clerk to write to Greene King about the Queen's Head as no renovations have yet been 
started, to ask what is the timetable is for re-opening. 

The work has been undertaken on The Butts and it seems to have been well received other 
than one resident who thought the posts were too tall but Cllr Roberts explained that they 
needed to be visible in terms of height to avoid tripping etc. 

 
All/Clerk 

 
Clerk 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
 Cllr Stone was unable to attend the meeting but gave the following report: 
 
"Buses 
The County Council is getting closer to a solution to transport services in our area. At a 
meeting on 12th September for parish councils it was decided that the options to be put to a 
public meeting in Whittlesford Memorial Hall on 28th September would essentially be for the 
7a service to become a 40 minute bus covering Hinxton, Whittlesford and Heathfield. 
 
I find the options on offer to be better than the existing situation but still well short of an 
optimum.  We were told that there would be integration of regular bus, school transport and 
health transport as well as a contribution from community transport (as in Royston and District 
Community Transport) and dial-a-ride.  All that is on offer is a minibus service replacing a bus 
service.  
 
It is very good that Fowlmere Parish Council is well represented at all these meetings.  It will 
soon be the turn of the 31 to lose its subsidy.  By then I very much hope that the County 
Council will have got its act together and will be proposing properly crafted solutions for local 
transport needs. 
 
Superfast Broadband 
The County now has over 13,000 people who have registered for superfast broadband.   
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There have been 51 registrations from Fowlmere out of a possible of 475 recorded 
“premises.” That is 10.7%, which is very good for our part of the world. A few villages have 
reached 80%, though direct comparisons are distorted by the fact that some places already 
have superfast broadband in all or part of the village. Also, as in Fowlmere, some broadband 
speeds are perfectly adequate for people’s current needs and they feel they have no incentive 
to register.  I would encourage them to do so nevertheless. I have found by knocking on doors 
that there are still many people who would like to register but just haven’t got round to it. 
 
A reminder that the website is at : www.connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk/ 
 
South Cambridgeshire Local Plan Issues and Options report 
People have up until noon on 28th September to respond to this report.  I have emailed all 
parish clerks to explain why I think it is so important for parish councils to respond and am 
delighted that Fowlmere has taken up the challenge.  We don’t agree on all the issues but 
there is enough common ground for the District Council to have useful input. While all the 
elements in the consultation are important it does seem to me that parishes have a unique 
opportunity to carve out their own individual niches and to campaign for more planning 
decisions to be devolved to them.  That is what localism should be about." 
 
Cllr Bottrill added that our current bus subsidy works out at around £2.80 per passenger (route 
31) but the trial in Whittlesford is working out at £16 subsidy per passenger. 

Cllr Roberts reported back to Cllr Webb on an issue re the public footpath in Long Lane.  

 a) CHAPEL LANE DRAINAGE 
Clerk to report back to Mr Nolasco that the roads are not under the jurisdiction of the PC but 
are County Council's responsibility and suggest contacting Cllr Stone.  The question re 
cleaning out culverts are similarly - contact Highways direct. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

6. PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
a) THRIPLOW TRIANGLE 
Cllr Roberts reported that the land at the Thriplow Triangle has been sold as of 14th 
September.  Hopefully work can now start. 

b) LOCAL PLAN 
This was covered in the previous Planning Meeting 

The Meeting was then opened and closed to members of the public 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7. BURIAL BOARD: 
The Clerk reported that there had been several deaths in the village and a few plots had been 
sold. 
 
Dave Salmons has repaired a broken window in the chapel. 
 
Cllr Webb mentioned that some graves are not being cut - Clerk to ask for them to be 
included. 
 
Clerk to report back to Ivett and Reed re memorial stone for Barker, suggest wording for the 
reverse goes on the plinth as backs have to remain plain. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 

http://www.connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk/


3 

 

8. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
 A) TREE WORK (CEMETERY AND GENERAL SURVEY) 
Cllr Webb reported that a tree in Jackson's Way needs cutting back as it is impeding. a birch.  
Ask Roz at SCDC to take a look re removal at the expense of the residents.  
 
The Moat really needs to be looked at and Michael Bates is in the process of preparing a 
response to FPC. 
 
On the Savile Way green the rope swing has caused quite a bald patch  - Clerk ask Chris Wall 
to fill in and let it recover. 
 
Cemetery tree to be felled - quote is in from Acacia.  Cllr Sunderland Proposed, Cllr Webb 
seconded and all agreed.  Clerk to progress. 
 
Acacia are also to undertake the village tree survey, at a cost of £560.  Cllr Bottrill proposed, 
Cllr Flynn seconded and all agreed.  Clerk to progress. 
 
The PC discussed the area in Savile Way opposite no 2 / 3 and concluded that is not in need 
of further work at present. 
 
Clerk to contact  Tamsin  re overhanging trees from the green to Savile Way Green 
 
Cllr Roberts spoke to Agriplant re Ryecroft Lane   Will undertake work when they do the 
protected verges.  Clerk to check with Richard at Agriplant 
 
Ask Chris to look alongside Belson's House. 
 
 
 B) BENCH IN CHURCHYARD 
Clerk to ask Chris if the bench is available and then ask to quote for fixing it in place in the 
churchyard .  Then ask the Church to maintain it if the PC pay for the installation - put in 
writing.   
 

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 

9. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:   
 A) UPDATING WORK ON CEMETERY BOOKS  
Clerk to undertake some overtime on recording the burial books on the computer.  This led to 
the request for a back-up memory stick to be sent to the Chair on a regular basis to avoid any 
disaster.  Clerk to purchase. 
 
 B) FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
Beryl May has sent a letter asking if the PC would be willing to extend their donation to the 
Christmas dinner again for 2012 for £250.  The PC agreed that it was possible to make this 
donation again.  
 

 
 
 
Clerk 

10. CORRESPONDENCE 
The auditors have asked for more information and the Clerk is in the process of preparing that 
for them. 

 
Clerk 

11. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
Clerk to organise a repairs to the slide unit at the Butts. 
 
Re opposite the school where the road has collapsed, Cllr Roberts said it should be 
responsibility of Geoff Clark at SCDC Housing Dept Officer - the sign is also collapsing.  Clerk 
to ask him to investigate. 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 

12. OTHER MATTERS: 
 
 A) UPDATE ON DUXFORD NEIGHBOUR MEETINGS 
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Cllr Wragg reported that there was to be another meeting next month when he presumes they 
will report on the success of their summer season. 
 
 B) PARISH PLAN 
The Clerk reported on Linda Browne (Parish Liaison from SCDC) visiting who was saying the 
Parish could put together a Parish Plan.  The Councillors thought this would not be needed at 
present but would give it more thought and discuss again next month. 
 
Cllr Flynn asked if a special meeting could be held to discuss the lack of facilities in the 
village.  Cllr Roberts said that it's a sign of the times that these facilities have disappeared but 
by setting a meeting, then expectations could be raised and opportunities discussed that don't 
meet planning policy etc.   And enterprises need impetus from individuals, not started by the 
PC.  Cllr Bottrill added that enterprises such as community transport have a lot of benefits and 
there is a Foxton scheme which Fowlmere residents could tap into.  Clerk to ask the Royston 
and District Community Transport owner to come to a meeting to talk the PC through what 
they provide. 
 
 C) 2013 MEETING DATES 
All dates were agreed.  11th December as a proposed date for a Christmas meal was agreed. 
 
The meeting closed at 21:10 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 16TH OCTOBER 2012 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman),  Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E O'Regan, Cllr M Sunderland, 
  Cllr N Webb, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: There were no attendees 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr T Bearpark and Cllr J Peacock. 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 18TH SEPTEMBER 2012: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:      
The Queen's Head - Cllr Roberts reported that there have been various rumours about the 
pub refurbishment.  The tenant landlord has now left and the Conservation Department at 
SCDC are having trouble in getting any feedback from the pub / brewery etc. 
 
Cllr Wragg suggested telling CAMRA about the closure?  If it was deemed for closure, SCDC 
would expect Greene King to advertise the business and this has not yet happened.  It was 
decided that the Clerk should write back to Greene King saying that we have noted their 
response(s) but it does seem to be at odds with what SCDC Conservation Dept are saying. 
 
Cllr Wragg reported that there is a Duxford meeting this week, which he will be attending. 
 
The PC were in agreement that a Parish Plan would not be appropriate at the present - there 
is a dearth of volunteer support to draw upon.  Clerk to contact Linda Browne and thank her 
and say that the PC don't feel equipped to take this forward at this present time. 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

Clerk 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
 Cllr Stone was unable to attend the meeting. 

 

 

6. PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
a) PLANNING MINUTES FROM 18TH SEPTEMBER 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE  

ON THURSDAY 18TH SEPTMBER 2012 AT 7:15PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, 
Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr N Webb, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright 
(Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr E O'Regan, Cllr J Peacock.  

IN ATTENDANCE: There were no attendees 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
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Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South 
Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh. 
 
2. The SCDC Local Plan - outcome of previous meeting. 
Cllr Roberts thanked Cllr Wragg for his work on this.  If everyone agrees then it can be sent 
off to SCDC. 
 
3. S/1747/12/FL 
Extension to dwelling 
1 Piper's Close, Fowlmere, SG8 7RX 
Mr & Mrs Gerald Thurley 
 
Cllr Roberts has neither personal or prejudicial interest in this item but Mrs Wetzl (the 
architect) has made comments about this application to SCDC regarding Cllr Roberts and to 
avoid any further unwarranted paperwork on this matter, Cllr Roberts handed over to the Vice-
Chair of Planning to lead this item. 
 
The Parish Council has no objections to this application. 
 
Cllr Roberts returned to the table. 
 
4. S/1812/12/FL 
Rendering of external elevations 
Pennwood, Long Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
Mr and Mrs James and Sarah Barrett and King 
 
The Parish Council has no objections to this application as it will blend in with the area. 
 
5. Demolition / removal of existing conservatory & erection of new single storey extension 
Pear Tree House, Thriplow Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7QT 
Mr and Mrs Simon and Julia Brooks 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision 
 
6. S/1129/12/LB - For Information Only - Permission Granted 
Alterations- erect new screen, door, false ceiling to create new int lobby, relocatel fixtures and 
fittings, replace exist floor, remove timber threshold 
Fowlmere Primary School, Butts Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7SL 
Fowlmere Primary School 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision 
 
7. S/0866/12/FL - For Information Only - Permission Refused 
Proposed conversion of building (B1 use) to poultry, pet & equestrian store (A1 use) 
Deans Farm, Long Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
Mr & Mrs T Deans 

The Parish Council noted the decision 
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8. S/2521/11 - For Information Only - Permission Refused 
Proposed conversion of building (B1 use) to poultry, pet & equestrian store 
Deans Farm, Long Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
Mr & Mrs T Deans 

The Parish Council noted the decision 

9. S/0594/12/FL  - For Information Only - Permission Refused 
Erection of single storey dwelling & associated works 
Land to r/o 80-86 Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7SD 
Mr Stewart McGinty 

The Parish Council noted the decision 

10. S/1221/12/FL  - For Information Only - Permission Granted 
Installation of temporary building of approximately 10m x 9.5m in floor area 
ION Science, The Way, Fowlmere, SG8 7UJ 
Miss Madeleine Reynolds 

The Parish Council noted the decision.  The condition needs to be looked at in the Feb 2014 
meeting. 

11. S/1124/12/FL - For Information Only - Permission Granted 
Single storey side extension: utility room & WC, to allow larger breakfast room. 
2 Butts View, Fowlmere, SG8 7SY 
Mr M Grisoni 

The Parish Council noted the decision 

12. S/2521/11/FL - For information Only - Notice of an Appeal 
Proposed conversion of building (B1 use) to poultry, pet & equestrian store 
Deans Farm, Long Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
Mr & Mrs T Deans 

The Parish Council noted the Appeal 

13. S/1043/11/F  - For information Only - Appeal dismissed and Permission 
Refused 
9 Affordable Dwellings 
Land to the rear of Piper's Close, Fowlmere, SG8 7RX 
Chartism Housing 

The Parish Council noted the decision 

14. Other Matters and Updates  

Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 

Cllr Roberts reported that the land at the Thriplow Triangle has been sold as of 14th 
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September.  Hopefully work can now start. 

The meeting closed at 7:30pm    

 
*********************************************************** 

The minutes were signed as a true and accurate record. 
 
b) THRIPLOW TRIANGLE 
Mr Wilkinson, one of the landowners, has contacted the PC to say that the land has NOT yet 
been sold.  According to him, the problem is arising from the proposed footpath onto Thriplow 
Road.  The PC's stance on the footpath hasn't changed.  Clerk to ask for an update from Cllr 
Stone asap. 

The Meeting was then opened and closed to members of the public 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

7. BURIAL BOARD: 
Mrs Cooke sent in a request for a flat stone in front of an existing one, but wants it at a slight 
angle.  The Clerk to respond saying  that anything not flat may possibly get chipped by the 
grasscutters.  Any damage is not the responsibility of the PC. 
 
A Burial Board meeting is to be held soon, once the updating of the records has been 
completed by the Clerk. 
 
Newlings to look to flatten the Hill grave - to remove and take away the excess soil.    Also the 
Peacock grave needs a look as the turf has been moved about. 
  

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

8. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
 A) TREE IN JACKSONS WAY AND ALSO BUTTS LANE  
Re the tree in Jackson's Way - this is for the residents take forward if they wish to - the tree in 
question has a TPO.  Re the Trees bordering the Queen's Head, they are overgrown.  Clerk to 
ask Green King to contact SCDC, mentioning the school bus ie a safety issue, which needs to 
be resolved very quickly or it could lead to further bad publicity for Greene King. 
 
 B) TREE SURVEY 
The Tree survey has been undertaken but the PC have not yet had the results.  Clerk to 
chase. 
 
 C) MOAT 
The Moat was discussed at the Finance Meeting - the PC is very aware of the need to 
undertake maintenance in the Moat area.  The PC is in agreement that Cllr Wragg makes 
initial contact to  ask where the money is, that was promised, so that the moat can be properly 
maintained. 
 
The Clerk to ask the BC Trust to quote for maintenance work as they have done previously.  
Clerk also to write to Mr and Mrs Lester who have contacted the PC regarding the Moat. 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Wragg 
 
 
 
Clerk 
Clerk 
 

9. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:   
 A) AUDIT FOR 2011-2012 RETURNED  
It was agreed that the PC should have a fixed asset register - Clerk to investigate. 
 
 B) REPAIRS TO SLIDE 
Work is being undertaken - the train also needs some attention to.  The Clerk to request that 
is done by Dave Salmons. 

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
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10. CORRESPONDENCE 
The PC agreed that the Clerk should advertise the Royston Community Transport talk at the 
next meeting on the web and via Cllr Flynn at the Friendship Club (also let Linda Church and 
Carol Pearl know). 
. 

 
 
Clerk 

11. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
  

 
 

12. OTHER MATTERS: 
 
 A) PARISH PLAN 
This was discussed earlier in the meeting. 
 
Cllr Wragg reported that Cllr Bearpark had contacted him to say that there had been some 
disturbances at the Social Club.  Cllr Roberts has asked SCDC what the licence covers and is 
awaiting a reply. 
 
Re the war memorial - there was a diesel spillage and a car skidded and hit a telegraph pole.  
All seems to have been rectified now. 
 
The meeting closed at 8:45 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 20TH NOVEMBER 2012 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman),  Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E O'Regan,  
  Cllr J Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr David Wherrell, Cllr Tim Stone and several members of the public. 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr N Webb 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 16TH OCTOBER 2012: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

Cllr Wragg said that Item 4 paragraph 3 mentioned the meeting at Duxford which should be 
correctly called the Imperial War Museum Neighbours meeting. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:      
There were no matters arising 

 

5. ROYSTON & DISTRICT COMMUNITY TRANSPORT - TALK BY DAVID WHERRELL 
Cllr Roberts welcomed Mr Wherrell.  The scheme is currently based at Royston Hospital and 
was started in the 1990's, although looking to move to the Town Hall as the Hospital is under 
threat of closure.  They became a registered charity in 2008 and have 75 drivers, covering 
north of Baldock as far as the Mordens, Foxton, Duxford, Chrishall, Melbourn and Meldreth.  
This scheme differs from others because their staff are employed to run the admin and 
maintain the vehicles.  The Volunteers do the actual driving and provide their own cars.  They 
have two mini-buses and an MPV and they can take wheelchairs. 
 
They offer a door-to-door transport for people who are unable to use conventional public 
transport and who do not have a car.  This used to be the elderly and vulnerable but now 
includes people in villages without bus-routes etc.   
 
Users can use it for hospital / doctors / dentists / day centres / social events & trips / specialist 
needs clubs / shopping. 
 
Cars are charged at 50p per mile (charged per car, not per passenger) - minimum charge of 
£4.50 for up to 9 miles (this goes straight to the driver) and this is reviewed quarterly.   
 
MPV is 90p per mile and the mini-bus is £1.10-£1.50 per mile but for longer journeys, this 
operates on a sliding scale.  
 
Currently averaging 30-35 journeys a day.  RDCT are in discussion with the local Council 
where there is a threat of removing a bus subsidy - looking at other ways to satisfy the 
demand for transport, for example replacing part of a threatened bus-route, not completely 
replacing it.  The journeys are door to door and they can provide a regular lift. 
 
The free bus-pass is an issue but this will probably need to be overcome and accepted, 
unless recompense is received elsewhere. 
 
They ask for 2 days notice unless it's an emergency.  Can call Mon-Fri 9am - 3pm.  They are 
members of the Cambridgeshire Minibus Brokerage Scheme, to try and reduce the down-time 
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of the vehicles.  The web-site is www.roytrans.co.uk and they are supported and funded by 
other local organisations. 
 
Questions asked produced the following responses: 
 
PC donation could be in the region of anything up to £500.  Fowlmere has a dozen or so 
clients in Fowlmere.   
 
They have their own insurances, both for drivers and passengers.  There is a list of insurance 
companies so that the volunteers do not have their insurances loaded unreasonably. 
 
The charge is from the driver leaves their house, to when they return home - so they try to get 
a driver as close as possible to the client.  Some journeys to hospital can be claimed from 
Addenbrookes. 
 
Drivers are prepared to wait up to 3 hours for a hospital appt but if longer, it becomes a double 
run, but often 1 route can be re-claimed.   They have passes for Addenbrookes car-park. The 
Lister is more problematic but this shouldn't affect Fowlmere. 
 
Could a regularly timed service be accommodated in the village?  If it is agreed that this is 
needed ie 'demand responsive transport' then it can be discussed but drivers would be 
employed rather than volunteer.   
 
What is the difference between this and dial-a-ride?  Dial-a-ride is a semi-scheduled service 
which you ring up and book a seat on.  Dial-a-ride do not currently visit Fowlmere. 
 
Cllr Roberts thanked Mr Wherrell very much for his attendance and the Cllr's agreed that it will 
be put on the next agenda to look at a way forward for Fowlmere to participate further in the 
scheme. 
 

6. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
 Cllr Stone attended the meeting and gave the following report: 

"Superfast Broadband 
Registration for Superfast Broadband continues.  At present 73 out of a potential 475 
premises have been registered in Fowlmere.  This represents 15.4%.  Some villages have 
achieved over 80%.  
 
Registration will continue until the end of November.  The County will then use the statistics to 
persuade suppliers to take a commercial decision to install superfast broadband.  If they 
won’t, then the County will have to prioritise where to spend its own (borrowed) money. 
 
I have found that knocking on people’s doors gets a pretty good response, though I haven’t 
done any door-knocking in Fowlmere. 
 
A reminder that the website is at : www.connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk/ 

South Cambridgeshire  Local Plan Issues and Option report 
The Local Plan Issues and Options consultation is now closed. I remain quite keen that parish 
councils should have more say in the planning process and this could save the necessity of 
creating a Neighbourhood Plan at some considerable expense. 
 
As I understand it the District Council will digest the responses made already and then will go 
out to a further round of consultation early in 2013 
 

 

 

http://www.connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk/
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Minor Highway Improvements 
You should have received notification that the County is looking for bids for next year.  The 
limit of money available per project is £10,000 and 10% has to be paid for by the parish 
council.  Any excess over £10,000 has to be paid for by the parish council or any outside 
party.  If you have identified a project it’s always helpful to get Brian Stinton out to give advice. 
 
Highway improvements 
While I was at it I made some enquiries about how much past highway engineering measures 
had improved road safety.  Since the Flint Cross works were completed in Autumn 2010 there 
have been no injury accident recorded. The last recorded injury accident here was 20th March 
2010. The speed limit changes were undertaken independently of the main works so the 
County has no record of whether speeds have actually reduced at that point. 
 
Fire Service Consultation 
Public consultation on further collaboration, up to a full merger, between Cambridgeshire and 
Suffolk fire and rescue services is now open.  
 
A three-month public consultation starts to gauge how people feel about further collaboration 
or a merger in principle, providing it would bring about significant savings and help protect the 
number of frontline firefighters.  
 
People can find out more and make their views known either online at www.cambsfire.gov.uk 
or by picking up a hard copy of the consultation pack and survey at Cambridgeshire’s libraries 
and fire stations next week. Alternatively a hard copy of the consultation pack can be posted 
to residents, if they contact the fire service on 01480 444500. The closing date for the 
consultation will be January 14, 2013. 
 
New Constituency 
The Boundary Commission has just published its latest proposals for changing parliamentary 
constituency boundaries. The Commission is charged with culling English MPs from 533 to 
502, and arranging the numbers of electors so that every MP represents a similar number – 
between 72,810 and 80,473 people. No constituency is allowed to be more than 5% above or 
below an electoral quota. 
 
The new South West Cambridgeshire constituency would include, amongst others, Offord 
Cluny, Earith, Cottenham, The Mordens as well as Fowlmere.  Thriplow would be in the new 
South East Cambridgeshire constituency. 
 
If you would like to comment then you have until 10th December to make a representation.   
Possibly the best way to get there is through the Boundary Commission website. 
 
Dottrell Hall Farm 
After pained telephone calls from Mr Gerard Bouton about tipping wood waste on a field next 
to his property County officers visited the site on 16th November to find out what was going on.   
Mr Bouton was naturally alarmed about articulated lorries coming onto the site from the 
Fowlmere Road and exiting past his house onto the A505.  As the whole operation was 
unlicenced the County got the District and the Environment Agency involved at an early stage. 

http://www.cambsfire.gov.uk/
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They met the occupant of the land, James Williams of Acquisitions & Developments Rugby 
Ltd, and discussed the current site operations. Mr Williams stated that there is an intention to 
import and store waste wood materials on the land currently occupied. There is no intention to 
occupy any other parcels of land adjacent or nearby to the occupied land. Mr Williams wishes 
to use the existing agricultural barn to store 'processed' wood chip materials.  
 
Mr Williams is aware that both planning permission and a permit from the Environment 
Agency are required to carry out the operations (part retrospectively). The County officers did 
make clear that while Mr Williams had a right to submit a planning application, it does not 
guarantee its approval, and may lead to formal enforcement action if required.  
 
Mr Williams made assurances that an application would be submitted within the next week or 
so, and that the planning agent acting on behalf of the company would be in contact with the 
County this week to discuss the proposal.  
 
It is also understood that the company occupying the site will not use the entrance from the 
A505 for any HCVs either entering or exiting the site.  
 
The County will continue to monitor the situation closely and will await the submission of the 
planning application. Should the application not be forthcoming then formal enforcement 
maybe undertaken if expedient to do so.  The trouble with enforcement is that it takes an age." 

 
Cllr Bottrill mentioned that the white lines in the village are terrible, especially at the cross-
roads, where the road from Foxton meets the Cambridge Road.  Cllr Stone will mention this is 
routine maintenance to Highways 

Cllr Roberts reported that the new gates are now installed on the land off Long Lane. 

There will be a meeting in March 2013 for Protected Verges Wardens. 

7. PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
a) Planning Minutes From 16th And 24th October 2012  
 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE ON TUESDAY 16TH 
OCTOBER 2012 AT 7:15PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr E O'Regan, Cllr P Flynn, 
Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr N Webb, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright 
(Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:   Cllr T Bearpark and Cllr J Peacock 

IN ATTENDANCE: There were no attendees 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 

Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South 
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Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh. 
 
2. S/1747/12/FL  - Revision 
Extension to dwelling 
1 Piper's Close, Fowlmere, SG8 7RX 
Mr & Mrs Gerald Thurley 
 
Cllr Roberts has neither personal or prejudicial interest in this item but Mrs Wetzl (the 
architect) has made comments about this application to SCDC regarding Cllr Roberts and to 
avoid any further unwarranted paperwork on this matter, Cllr Roberts handed over to the Vice-
Chair of Planning to lead this item.  In Cllr Peacock's absence, Cllr Wragg led this item. 

The Parish Council have no objection to the revision. 
 
Cllr Roberts returned to the table. 
 
3. Other Matters and Updates  

Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
 
It was agreed to hold a further meeting at 7:00pm on Wed 24th October for an additional 
planning application which has since come in. 
 
The meeting closed at 7:35pm    

 
************************************************************************** 

 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE 

HELD IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY'S CHURCH, FOWLMERE ON 
TUESDAY 24TH OCTOBER 2012 AT 7:00PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, 
Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:   Cllr N Webb, Cllr E O'Regan 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr S Mulholland, Dr Cheetham 

 
1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South 
Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh. 
 
2. S/2106/12/FL 
Erection dwelling with associated works following demolition of existing outbuildings 
Land to the rear of 80-86 Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7SD 
Mr Stewart McGinty 
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Cllr Roberts reviewed the history so far and introduced the changes made.  Mr Mulholland 
spoke on behalf of the neighbours and they are generally happy with this new revision but 
have reservations about the boundary fence height.  January's have said they would replace 
the fence to their satisfaction but it isn't mentioned in the plans.   
 
The Parish Council are now satisfied with the position, style and size of the proposal - the 
objections that the PC and the neighbours have by and large been addressed.  The proposed 
roof level gives the PC no grounds for objection.  There is, however some discrepancy over 
the proposed 1.5m and 1.8m boundary fence heights.  The PC understands that the agent 
has offered a new, uniform boundary fence of 1.8m, which the PC would require formalised as 
a condition for approval.  Subject to this, the PC therefore recommend approval.   
 
3. Other Matters and Updates  
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
 
The meeting closed at 7:30pm    

 
************************************************************************* 

The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record and were signed accordingly. 

b) Thriplow Triangle 
It looks as though the TT is going to go ahead very shortly.  The Housing Portfolio Holder at 
SCDC has agreed to release £42,000 towards the project.  The Clerk to keep in touch with the 
builders on progress. 
 
c) The Queen's Head 
There is nothing further to report at this stage. 
 
The Meeting was then opened and closed to members of the public (who had left after 
item 5.) 

8. BURIAL BOARD: 
a) Bench request at Cemetery 
A request was made from Mrs Allen regarding their request to buy and place a bench at the 
cemetery in memory of their late parents.  All Cllr's are happy with this and the Clerk to let Mrs 
Allen know. 
  

 
 
 

9. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
a) The Moat 
Cllr Bottrill raised the issue of whether the survey needs to be done again in 2013.  Clerk to 
check with David Kenney.  The Clerk has taken over the paperwork and the Moat has been 
strimmed so is more usable in the meantime.  Cllr Roberts thanked Mr Bates for his sterling 
work in this period.  Money for tree work needs to be considered in the forthcoming precept. 
 
b) Jacksons Way Land 
Cllr Roberts wants to know what the legal costs will be - go to solicitors and their solicitors too 
for advice.  The PC should seek independent advice as to whether this is a good idea to 
progress (the well is also a cause for concern - has it been filled?).  Asked CAPALC for 
advice. 
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c) Village Tree Survey 
There is currently £4000 of work needed, with a priority of £2200.  Cllr Roberts suggests that 
the trees indicated A are scheduled into the Precept.  We need to await the outcome of the 
cemetery tree survey. 
 

10. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:   
a) 2013-2014 Precept 
In addition to the list, we need to consider a donation to the Royston and District Community 
Transport (£150?).  Misc needs to increase to incorporate tree work (this could replace the 
fund for the Village Hall as they are currently in better financial shape.)   
 
The PC reworked the Precept and have arrived at a commendable figure that matches the 
previous year.  The Clerk to re-circulate. 
 
b) Asset Register 
It was noted that the cemetery gates should be included in the insurance.  Cllr Wragg to take 
a look at the policy documentation.   
 

 
 

11. CORRESPONDENCE 
All Correspondence has been dealt with. 
. 

 

12. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
  

 
 

13. OTHER MATTERS: 
a) Update on Fowlmere Village Hall 
Cllr Wragg and Cllr Flynn reported that fundraising is going well at the VH and finances are 
healthy. 
 
Cllr Flynn reported that she had been the victim of a scam regarding work to her roof, which 
she duly reported to the police. 
 
The meeting closed at 21:45 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 18TH DECEMBER 2012 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman),  Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E O'Regan,  
  Cllr M Sunderland and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr Tim Stone, Mr Heacham, resident 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr J Peacock, Cllr N Webb and Cllr L Wragg 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 20TH NOVEMBER 2012: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:      
There were no matters arising that aren't covered already on the agenda. 

 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
 Cllr Stone attended the meeting and gave the following report: 

"Superfast Broadband 
Registration for Superfast Broadband continues.  At present 76 out of a potential 475 
premises have been registered in Fowlmere.  This represents 16%.  As before, that is a very 
low figure but as existing speeds are relatively quick, it is not a huge surprise. 
 
Companies interested in supplying superfast broadband in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
were asked to submit before last Monday.  The County will now start negotiations to choose a 
single supplier. It is on track to conclude the complex procurement process in the New Year. 
The contract award is due to be made in the early months of 2013, with the roll-out plan to 
follow. 
 
Meanwhile the government has received EU permission to provide financial help for 
broadband projects in rural areas through Broadband Delivery UK (BDUK). This is a great 
step forward and should unlock the £6.75 million allocated for Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough.  BDUK needed to demonstrate to the EU that a subsidy is necessary if 
superfast broadband is to be delivered in rural areas. 
 
The County has decided that it will keep registration open until the end of December. 
 
A reminder that the website is at : www.connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk/ 
 
Footways and Cycleways 
I emailed you on 23rd November, giving a week to respond on footway and cycleway 
improvements you wanted to see.  I had a word with Mike Cooper today about the proposals 
which will be going forward.  Fowlmere has none recorded.  
 
Cambridge Road White Lines 
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I have had a word with Highways about the worn out lines on the Cambridge Road 
intersection with the Foxton Road.  This has been noted but I’m afraid that Highways say they 
can’t really do much white lining in the winter and in any event they’ve run out of money.  It will 
be put into next year’s budget.  I told them you wouldn’t be happy about that. 
 
Greater Cambridge City Deal 
At today’s cabinet meeting the county council endorsed a bid for Cambridgeshire, South 
Cambridgeshire and the City of Cambridge to go for a city deal, as laid out in the “Unlocking 
Growth in Cities” white paper issued a year ago.  A first wave of City-regions had their 
applications approved in July and Cambridge is one of 20 cities to be invited to submit a 
proposal in the second wave. 
 
I warmly supported this idea, which will allow devolution of powers, responsibilities and money 
from Westminster.  The City-regions will have to integrate their approach to growth and 
governance.  The three local authorities have a history of working together already, so while 
there were bits of detail I asked to have clarified I hope that this will be of benefit to us all.  I 
particularly stressed the need for something to be done about the A505 between Junction 10 
of the M11 and the BP roundabout."  

Cllr Stone reported that a planning application still isn't forthcoming from Dottrell Hall Farm 
and unlicensed work continues on the site.  Cllrs asked Cllr Stone to pass on the concerns of 
the PC. 
 
Cllr Roberts thanked Tim for his very regular attendance at meetings and wished him a Merry 
Christmas.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr Stone 

6. PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
a) Planning Minutes From 20th November 2012  

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE ON TUESDAY 20TH 

NOVEMBER 2012 AT 7:15PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr E 
O'Regan, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J 
Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:   Cllr N Webb,  

IN ATTENDANCE: Several members of the public, for the following PC meeting. 
 
1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South 
Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh. 
Cllr Flynn expressed a declaration of interest in items 3 (being a close friend) and 4 (being a 
next-door neighbour) and will leave the room accordingly. 

2. S/2148/12/FL 
Car Port 
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Perks Close, 4 Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7SA 
Mr Mike Maddin  
 
The Parish Council support the application but would wish to see a condition that the building 
cannot be converted to any sort of commercial or domestic space.  In perpetuity it should only 
be used for garage purposes.     

3. S/2038/12/FL 
Stainless Steel Boiler Flue; Garden Shed; Internal security gate on kitchen door. (All existing) 
Fowlmere House, High Street, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7SU 
Dr George Follows  
 
Cllr Flynn left the room at 19:22. 
 
The Parish Council have no objections to the application However the PC is not happy about 
retrospective applications, especially those in relation to listed buildings/conservation areas 
but exceptionally in this case, Fowlmere PC will not be objecting. 

4. S/1330/12/FL 
Single storey extension to front of house 
9, Jacksons Way, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7TN 
Mrs Elizabeth Selby 
 
The Parish Council do not support this application (4 refusal, 3 abstained, 1 for).  The 
proposed addition is visually intrusive and overbearing on neighbouring properties and is 
generally un-neighbourly.  If SCDC have a differing view, Fowlmere PC request a site visit and 
that is goes to full Planning Committee.     
 
Cllr Flynn returned to the room at 19:36. 

5. S/1812/12/FL - For Information Only - Permission Granted 
Rendering of external elevations 
Pennwood, Long Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
Mr & Mrs James & Sarah Barrett & King 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision. 

6. Other Matters and Updates  
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
 
The meeting closed at 7:37pm    

************************************************************************* 

The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record and were signed accordingly. 

b) Thriplow Triangle 
Cllr Roberts reported that an e-mail has come in from the planning dept at SCDC saying that 
the Housing Association are saying it wouldn't be financially viable to continue with the 
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scheme unless 50% of the scheme would be part buy-part rent.  Cllr Roberts asked for 
information about how many people were on the list interested in part buy-part rent and SCDC 
have been unable to provide the information for the meeting tonight.  Cllr Roberts sought 
opinion on how to take this forward.  Cllr Sunderland said that it sounds as if BPHA are trying 
to maximise their profits by making these changes. 

Cllr Stone said that in the long run if the change isn't approved, the village might not get its 
houses but possibly another HA could take the project on with the original planning 
specifications of all rental.... 

Cllr's agreed that the units should still be for rental and suggested asking for a deferral as the 
PC have not got enough information on which to act, despite asking SCDC to provide it.  Clerk 
to send an e-mail in the morning but if the answer is no, the stance is to recommend a refusal, 
with regret, and that categorically the wish of the PC and the village, from the inception of the 
project is to have a wholly rental scheme, as evidence previously demonstrates.  This opinion 
still stands and if the present Housing Association cannot comply with the approval then 
SCDC should seek an alternative HA who can provide what was originally agreed or as close 
to as possible.  

Cllr Roberts may not be able to attend the planning meeting at SCDC due to family 
circumstances and asked for volunteers to attend in her possible absence.  It was suggested 
that Cllr Wragg (Vice-Chairman) and possibly Cllr Peacock (Vice-Chairman Planning) attend. 
 
c) The Queen's Head 
Cllr Roberts updated on the situation.  Mr Heacham explained how much contact he has had 
with Greene King already to enquire about the situation. 

Clerk to write to Greene King for an update and to find out who it is being sold by.  Mr 
Heacham asked if it would be possible to organise a scheme to buy the pub like Thriplow but 
in Fowlmere we are dealing with a brewery which will make the cost possibly prohibitive? 
 
The Meeting was then opened to members of the public. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Wragg / 
Peacock 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 

7. BURIAL BOARD: 
The chapel shed roof has been repaired but Cllr Bottrill has spotted some problems with the 
tiles on the chapel roof so we need to seek quotes for repair, the ridge probably needs re-
pointing too.  Clerk to ask for quotes (including scaffolding), Dave Salmons as first port of call 
and if not, to recommend (Alan Tobin at Meldreth possibly). 
 
 Cllr Peacock has an application in for a stone memorial, all Cllrs said it was fine to proceed. 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 

8. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
a) The Moat 
The Clerk updated the Cllrs on the latest situation in the Moat - we are waiting for Bruce 
Hatton to repaint the coding on the trees.  Then the tree work can proceed (the contractor is 
on standby!) 
 
b) Jacksons Way Land 
Cllr Roberts updated the Cllr's and at this moment in time, the PC do not have the finances to 
take this further but we will look at it again in the near future and we their forbearance in the 
meantime, and the PC will revisit this when considering the precept again (and ask for an 
estimation on the time to be taken).  Clerk to wait until the solicitors to contact us.  It is 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Clerk) 
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regularly maintained at present. 
 
c) Village Tree Survey 
This has been undertaken and we are awaiting the results. 
 

9. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:   
a) 2013-2014 Precept - Sign off required 
Cllr E O'Regan to propose and Cllr Bottrill to second that the precept is accepted - all agreed.  
Clerk to send off to Finance at SCDC.  
 
b) Royston Community Transport 
This item is to be deferred to the new year, to consider a donation - to be discussed at the 
January Finance Meeting. 
 

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

10. CORRESPONDENCE 
All Correspondence has been dealt with. 
 
The village does not have an active Neighbourhood Watch - Clerk to ask Police for advice on 
how to set one up and put it in the next FATN for members / volunteers. 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 

11. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
  

 
 

12. OTHER MATTERS: 
Cllr Flynn was told that there was somebody dismembering a deer along a track towards the 
bird reserve - unfortunately they did not get the registration of the van.  Cllr Flynn to seek 
more details and come back to Cllr Roberts. 
 
Roadworks outside of the Chequers have not been lit - it was Cambridge Water apparently 
working - Cllr Roberts to report this to them. 
 
The meeting closed at 8:50pm 
 

 
 
Cllr Flynn / 
Cllr Roberts 
 
Cllr Roberts 
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