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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 15TH JANUARY 2013 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman),  Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E O'Regan, Cllr J Peacock,  
  Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr N Webb, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr D Silenki and Mr M Inchcome (Melbourn Stores). 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Tim Stone and Cllr Bearpark 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 18TH DECEMBER 2012: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:      
There were no matters arising that aren't covered already on the agenda. 

 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
 Cllr Stone is away and was therefore unable to attend the meeting: 

 

6. PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
a) SCDC Local Plan 
All Cllr's have read or are reading the documentation and if any have any items further to add 
then they need to please let the Clerk know. 

b) Thriplow Triangle 
Cllr Roberts updated on the situation - This has always been a PC concept scheme, it has 
been a long process, originally with Circle Anglia as the HA for 10 units, purely rental.  This 
was requested to change when Bedfordshire Pilgrims took over, to a 50:50 split for purely 
rental:part rent/part buy.  Cllr Roberts and Cllr Wragg attended the Planning Meeting at SCDC 
and Cllr Wragg spoke on behalf of the PC.  No evidence was submitted at the SCDC Planning 
meeting to support this proposed change by SCDC (no one from the HA or SCDC Housing 
Dept were there) but SCDC passed it, despite the comments from FPC not even being 
represented which was misleading.  The SCDC Legal Officer also took part in the debate and 
said the grant funding had dried up which was unfortunate and therefore other methods of 
financing the schemes were necessary and reminded Cllr's that a few months back Steeple 
Morden had the same situation and up to 30% of any affordable scheme can be for part 
rent/part buy, so the precedent had been set.  This has been found out to not be true.  Cllr 
Roberts sent further information about part buy/part rent to all Cllr's from Bedfordshire 
Pilgrim's web-site.   

Cllr Webb said that the 25% level is encouraging, as it could be higher, Cllr Peacock was in 
agreement.  The problem is that it is different to what we told the village we were progressing, 
via the back door. 

Cllr Wragg said that the Steeple Morden site has only 2 for part rent/part buy, ie 25% but they 
are looking to change 50% here.  It was commented that FPC have been very badly betrayed 
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but it was agreed that they can't defer to the next meeting as they apparently need to be on 
site by the end of March. 

The PC would have a huge number of complaints if the houses end up not being filled by local 
residents because there are not enough Fowlmere residents who want part buy/part rent and 
this is the whole basis the project was agreed on. 

Cllr Roberts has said that, using the misleading example of Steeple Morden, her e-mail to 
SCDC would hopefully result in the application going again to the next Planning Meeting at 
SCDC. 

Clerk to reply to Mr Wilkinson re trees following his e-mail.   

Clerk to write on behalf of the PC, to request a meeting with SCDC in Fowlmere - to send to 
Sarah Stevens (Head of Planning), Schuyler Newstead and copied to the CEO.  Also request 
the figures used by the planning committee upon which this decision was taken. 
 
c) The Queen's Head and The Swan 
Greene King reported that there was a deal due to complete in Mid January.  The PC has had 
no further information. 

Cllr Roberts opened the meeting re The Swan - the Clerk reported that a member of the public 
in Melbourn had requested the date of the meeting and have attended this evening.  Mr Dip 
Silenki has been running the Melbourn Stores in Melbourn.  He is interested in The Swan 
becoming a local shop / Post Office etc.  He is looking to make contact with the owner, with a 
view to opening up a retail premise. 

Cllr Roberts asked about the history regarding the Post Office in Melbourn but Mr Silenki was 
not obliged to discuss this any further.  
 
Cllr Webb said that she thought the village needed a shop and the potential is there for 
someone looking to put in the work.  

Cllr Roberts reminded Mr Silenki that the building is listed and in a Conservation area which 
could restrict internal changes.  Also there are considerations with security.  Cllr Roberts 
suggested Mr Silenki talks to SCDC about taking it further. 

The Chequers is to close on 3rd February but there is no further information.  

A letter has come from Bidwells regarding land West of High Street (Sheldricks).  The village 
is not zoned for any developments in the SCDC Local Plan and it would be a huge change to 
the village.  A meeting could not be held without a SCDC Officer being present and having a 
meeting implies an interest.  Clerk to write and say it's outside the plans, there is no planning 
application to discuss and therefore no point in meeting.  It's unsustainable to build large 
numbers of houses in this village. 

The Meeting was then closed to members of the public. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

7. BURIAL BOARD: 
There have been burials for William Ison and Peter Payne.  The Barker grave has been raised 
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and it won't be easily mown - the Clerk to speak to Mrs Allen.  Graves need to be flat and 
that's what we ask grave-diggers to do too. 
 

 

8. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
a) The Moat 
Nothing further to report re the Moat - we are waiting for the trees to be re-marked.  Clerk to 
chase 
 
b) Village Tree Survey 
This is still ongoing 
 
c) Trees on verge at Burnaby, Thriplow Road 
The residents hired Shires to undertake tree removal on threes they do not own, on the grass 
verge outside the boundary of their house.  A local neighbour fortunately reported that she 
had asked tree work to stop.  The Clerk to write a strongly worded letter to them to insist this 
does not happen again. 
  

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 

9. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:   
a) Contribution to school grass cutting and possible Royston Community Transport 
donation 
The Clerk has had agreement that the grass contribution can raise by an inflational 3%.  With 
regards the Royston Community Transport, the Clerk to ask what the other PC's contribute 
and determine what we may contribute. 
   

 
 
 
Clerk 
Clerk 

10. CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence list was noted. 
 

 

11. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
  

 
 

12. OTHER MATTERS: 
a) CAPALC Garden Party 
Cllr Peacock and Cllr O'Regan expressed an interest in attending when the information is 
released. 
 
CCC - Clerk to report the pothole via the web-site on the road to Foxton (Fowlmere Road). 
 
Heather Mepham, Fowlmere Headteacher asked if the parking bay outside the school can be 
designated as 'school only' parking / yellow lines but the PC agreed that it can't be changed 
as there is a designated parking area further down the road.   They could possibly install extra 
lighting.  Clerk to feed back. 
 
Cllr Sunderland reported that SCDC are spending £1.4million on updating a travellers site and 
reported his objections and asked if his views could be taken further . 
 
The meeting closed at 9:00pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 19TH FEBRUARY 2013 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman),  Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr L Wragg and  
  Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr Tim Stone, Mrs S Tokley, Mrs L Allen, Mr P Barker, Mr P Barker, Cllr D 
   Thomas, Cllr J Ravenhill (both from Shepreth PC) 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Bearpark, Cllr O'Regan, Cllr Sunderland and 
Cllr Webb. 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 15TH JANUARY 2013: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:      
There were no matters arising that aren't covered already on the agenda. 
 
Clerk to contact Greene King for a further update on the Queen's Head.  The PC is pleased to 
see that the Swan has reopened and wish it very well.  They will apparently be serving 
refreshments within a couple of weeks.  Residents have been concerned about the state of 
the car park but Cllr Roberts said that it's probably a work in progress. 

A broken street-light has been reported in Ryecroft Lane and also outside the Swan - Cllr 
Bottrill has reported it. 

Cllr Roberts explained the situation re the Barker grave and all concerned are happy.  

 
 
 
Clerk 

5. PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
a) Thriplow Triangle 
Cllr Roberts introduced the Cllr's from Shepreth and the situation regarding the increasing 
ratio of part/buy-part/rent properties for the Thriplow Triangle (to 50:50), whereas policy is 
30% part buy/part rent.  FPC has opposed this change - SCDC have refused to let FPC have 
any figures to support their changes.  Shepreth PC have had a similar experience, as has 
Barrington PC.  The Shepreth site has always been designated as an Exception site, for 
purely rental and yet they found out, almost by accident, that 50% have been planned.  The 
Trumpington site has a proposed 200+ houses with Bedfordshire Pilgrims as the HA, the PC 
wondered what that proportion would be for that site?   

What can the two parishes do by joining forces?  SCDC are the housing authority and have 
'let down' Fowlmere and also misled the members of the SCDC Planning Committee alleging 
that Steeple Morden too was having a 4 out of 8 ratio of part buy / part rent, when in fact it is 2 
out of 8). 

FPC want to know what are the reasons SCDC have for not sticking to policy?  Also, the New 
Homes Bonus should be passed on to parishes and not held onto by SCDC.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 

 

FPC have the draft Section 106 agreement for the Thriplow Triangle - the initial application, 
SCDC has 100% nomination rights but this decreases to 75% - so the HA can put in who they 
like.  Cllr Wragg to write a letter with the changes Fowlmere would like to see made to the 
draft. 

Cllr Roberts recommended Shepreth get the go-ahead from their PC to have a joint approach 
to take this forward, with a set of pre-questions for SCDC to provide answers to.  Schuyler 
Newstead, Head of Special Projects and a Senior Planner would need to be at the meeting.  
Shepreth meet 14th March but will try to call a meeting beforehand and arrange a joint 
meeting with Fowlmere. 
 
b) The Queen's Head, The Swan, The Chequers 
This was discussed previously in Matters Arising. 

c) Planning Minutes from 15th January 2013 

 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE ON TUESDAY 15TH 

JANUARY 2013 AT 7:15PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr E O'Regan, Cllr M 
Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:   Cllr Bearpark, Cllr Flynn, Cllr Webb 

IN ATTENDANCE: .None 

Declarations of interest (if any) 

1. Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South 
Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh. 
 
2. C/11/40/029 
Application for Tree Works 
6 Savile Way, Fowlmere, SG8 7TU and adjoining Churchyard 
Mrs H Sanders 
 
The Parish Council have no objections as long as the tree officer at SCDC is in agreement. 

3. S/2148/12/FL - FOR INFORMATION ONLY - PERMISSION GRANTED 
Car Port 
Perks Close, 4 Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7SA 
Mr Mike Maddin 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision (the stipulations that the PC would like to be included 
were not.) 

4. S/2038/12/FL and S/2038/12/LB  - FOR INFORMATION ONLY - PERMISSION 
GRANTED 

 
 
Cllr Wragg 
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Stainless Steel Boiler Flue; Garden Shed; Internal security gate on kitchen door. (All existing) 
Fowlmere House, High Street, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7SU 
Dr George Follows 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision 

5. S/2106/12/FL - FOR INFORMATION ONLY - AMENDMENT 
Erection dwelling with associated works following demolition of existing outbuildings 
Land to the rear of, 80-86, Chapel  Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7SD 
Mr Stewart McGinty 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision. 

6. Other Matters and Updates  
Other Matters and Updates (for information only)The complaint made against Cllr Roberts by 
a local couple has been dismissed by SCDC.  Cllr Wragg asked for the letter from SCDC to be 
shared with all members of the PC.  Clerk to action. 
 
The meeting closed at 7:30pm    

*************************************************** 

The minutes were agreed as a true record and signed. 

6. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
 Cllr Stone gave the following report: 
 
"Roads 
County Highways is going through yet another restructuring, which will involve fewer people 
working locally.  There are grave doubts as to how already over-stretched staff will be able to 
cope.  Main point of contact will be Mike Cooper.  We are losing Mick Oakman, who is retiring, 
and Brian Stinton, who is going to Shire Hall to look after major highway projects.  David Lines 
will still be around but I am not sure exactly where and in what capacity.  
 
You may have noted that surface dressing applied last September has failed.  The closest 
example to here is possibly on the Sawston bypass.  Apparently the cause was a duff load of 
asphalt.  The County’s contractor will have to rectify the position but as yet there is no 
indication of when that will happen. 
 
Budget 
I spent a frustrating day in the bear pit today. The Liberal Democrat alternative budget was 
rubbished as usual and the Conservative one was  passed without amendment. 
 
The need for savings is the paramount theme because of much less money coming from 
Westminster and the ever-increasing cost of social care.  Little by little any wriggle room and 
“nice to have” items are being eliminated.  At least we have a commitment not to close any 
libraries. 
 
Some questions are whether the environment is a “nice to have” item and how to repay 
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increased borrowing to fund necessary items such as rebuilding roads.  

Eric Pickles, the Communities Secretary, is not terribly popular with local councils.  Having set 
a barrier of a 2% increase in council tax before councils go out for a referendum he is now 
threatening to “punish” councils who scrape in at 1.99%.  The cost or running a referendum is 
very high and we know from surveys that people in Cambridgeshire overwhelmingly support 
increased council tax if they can see what the money goes on. The Conservatives will propose 
a 1.99% increase and it seems highly likely that that the Liberal Democrats will support that – 
whatever their respective party headquarters may say. 
 
Streetlights 
There have been a number of complaints about the new Private Finance Initiative for 
upgrading the county’s streetlights.  Fortunately for Fowlmere, installation of the new lights is 
not due for some time. The contract stipulates that one in ten streetlights must go.  Some 
parishes have objected.  The County has now arranged that parishes may retain lights that 
would normally have been removed as long as they are prepared to take on responsibility for 
them.  I have yet to find out how that would work because the District Council is unlikely to 
want to take them on and there is no mechanism in place for parishes to look after them 
themselves.  Work in progress. 
 
Mechanical Biological Treatment Plant 
The wheel fell off the Terminator at Waterbeach so the County is sending thousands of tonnes 
of black bin waste directly to landfill. There seems to be no indication of when the plant will be 
back in operation.  It would be helpful if people would continue their efforts to put as much 
appropriate recyclable material in the blue and green bins. 
 
The 31 Bus 
I’ve had a real fight on my hands trying to get any publicity about the revised 7A service into 
parish magazines.  The new service is set to start on 18th March and the timetable isn’t yet 
finalised.  It took many meetings over many months even to agree a route, so I believe that 
consultations on the 31 should have started already.  The subsidy is due to be withdrawn in 
September.  The cabinet member responsible tells me that where a new service has not yet 
been agreed then the subsidy will continue to be paid for the old route to continue. 
 
I asked today at full council whether the bus companies had been told this.  The cabinet 
member has undertaken to check, which I take to mean that they haven’t.  The danger is that, 
with no information, they will just walk away from the contract. 
 
Dottrell Hall 
The wood waste is being removed and transferred to Bridgefoot.  The County Council waste 
team has provided excellent service throughout and Mr Bouton is in regular contact monitoring 
the situation.  County officers will be on site again this week. 
 
May Elections 
County Council elections are to be held on Thursday 2nd May.  Having served two terms I shall 
be standing down.  I have much enjoyed working for residents of the 10 villages in the Duxford 
Division and hope to remain an active citizen.  But it’s time for a younger person." 
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Cllr Roberts said FPC was very sad to hear Cllr's Stone's news.  His interest in Fowlmere and 
attendance at Fowlmere meetings has been incredibly supportive and thanked him for all his 
help, advice and support. 
 
The Meeting was then opened to members of the public. 
 
Mrs Allen supported the PC's concerns over the ratio of part buy/part rent houses on the 
Affordable Housing scheme.  There simply aren't enough Council House places in Fowlmere.  
The lack of amenities has had a real detrimental effect on the village.   

7. BURIAL BOARD: 
a) Chapel Roof 
The quotes are underway for the work to be undertaken. 
 

 
 
 

8. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
a) The Moat 
Bruce Hatton needs to re-inspect the trees.  Cllr Wragg and Cllr O'Regan to confer about 
finances but if the budget is agreeable, all Cllr's agreed to the surveying.  Clerk to contact Mr 
Hatton. 
 
b) Village Tree Survey 
This has been completed and the Clerk is awaiting the results. 
 
c) Tree cutting on verges at Burnaby, Thriplow Road 
The Clerk to reply to Mr Townend.  FPC to request that, in lieu of the fact that the trees do not 
belong to him, to please make the PC aware of any problems regarding the trees that he is 
aware of.  The letter he quoted simply demonstrates that CCC is not accepting ownership - it 
does not accept that he owns them or the occupant of his house has the right to act 
unilaterally in taking action on the trees. 
 
d) Agriplant - tree / hedge cutting in Ryecroft Lane 
This has been completed and residents are very pleased - a good job has been done. 
 
Cllr Wragg reported an email from Mr Ricketts, complaining about the protected verge cutting 
in Mill Road.  Cllr Wragg to reply that the cost of collecting the cuttings is prohibitive but he 
would have the PC's blessing if he wished to get a volunteer group together (as long as the 
PC does not have to dispose of the dead strimmings.) 
 
e) Village MOT (incl Chris Wall's response) 
To defer until the next meeting.  Chris Wall gave good and realistic advice on the potential 
maintenance of hanging baskets in the village.  
 
The Clerk to get two quotes for removing the fallen tree in Dovehouse Close, as Chris Wall 
has said it's too big a job for him to do safely. 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Wragg 
 
 
 
 
(Clerk) 

 
Clerk 

9. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:   
a) Finance Minutes from 15 January 2013 

 
Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Finance and General Purposes 

Committee held in the School Room, URC, Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, Tuesday 15th January 
2013 at 7:00pm. 

Present:     Cllr O’Regan (Chair), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr D 
 Roberts, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright 
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 (Clerk). 

1. Apologies for absence 
  Apologies were received from Cllr Bearpark 
 

2. Minutes of previous meeting/Matters Arising 
 The previous minutes of 16th October 2012 had already been agreed and 
 signed at a previous PC meeting. 
 

3. Review of income and expenditure. 
 There were no unexpected items in the income and expenditure 
 

4. Precept 
  The precept has been submitted and we are waiting to hear   
  confirmation. 
5. Trees, Grass and Hedges 
 . Agriplant to meet with PC re protected verges - first week in Feb (not  
  Wed). 
 
  Could the High Street have some hanging baskets to brighten it up -  
  Clerk to speak to Chris Wall (local businesses could sponsor them?) 
 
6. Future Projects 
  It was suggested that the PC could invest in a lit Christmas tree next  
  year?  Other ideas have been a skate park at the village hall and adult  
  outdoor gym equipment. 
 
  It was suggested that the Councillors take a look around the village in  
  a few weeks once the weather improves. 
 

  There has been a request for a (green) dog litter bin on the grass  
  triangle at the Thriplow Triangle.  Clerk to get a price. 
 

7. Other Matters 
  Cllr Wragg to take a further look at the insurance policy 

 
8. Date of next meeting 
  There were no other matters and the meeting closed at 7:15pm.   
 
  The date of the next meeting will be 16th April 2013 at 7:00pm, prior to the 
  PC Meeting at the URC, Chapel Lane. 

************************************************************** 
The minutes were agreed as a true record and signed. 
   

10. CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence list was noted. 
 
Cllr Roberts had an email from Don Proctor - a Planning Consultant, asking Cllr Roberts to a 
meeting with regards to their interest in re-positioning Ion Science on the Poultry Meadow 
(Manor Farm).  Cllr Roberts replied that it's outside the village envelope, with designated 
important frontage and as none of the sites have been taken up by SCDC, there is nothing to 
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be discussed from the FPC point of view.  Cllr Roberts spoke to Matthew Hare at SCDC 
Planning and he said that they have pointed out to Ion Science that there are many obstacles 
to overcome, but think they may put in a planning application sometime in the future. 
 
Possible donation to Royston Community Transport to go on the next Finance Agenda 
 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 

11. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
  

 
 

12. OTHER MATTERS: 
a) Update on the Village Hall 
Cllr Wragg  briefly updated the PC on developments at the VH.  
 
Cllr Peacock reported that there's a red car on the corner of Ryecroft Lane which has been left 
in a dangerous place, which she will keep an eye on and contact the Clerk if it needs to be 
reported. 
 
The meeting closed at 9:00pm 
 

 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Peacock 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 19TH MARCH 2013 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman),  Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr M Sunderland, 
  Cllr N Webb, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr Tim Stone, Mr Ted Neal, resident 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr O'Regan and Cllr Peacock. 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 19TH FEBRUARY 2013: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:      
Cllr Roberts said the PC needs to speak to Cllr Stone about the state of the roads / potholes in 
Mill Road are particularly bad.  Clerk to report the hole in Mill Road on the bend by the 
houses.  Also to remind Cllr Stone about the repainting of the white lines at the Foxton 
crossroad (Cambridge Road/Fowlmere Road). 

 

Clerk 

5. PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
a) The Thriplow Triangle (Millennium tree, Section 106 Agreement, liaison with 
Shepreth PC) 
Cllr Roberts has been told that the sale is not yet complete but SCDC have said it has...  Clerk 
to ask for clarification from SCDC.  The vegetation on site is being cut to shape.  There hasn't 
been a response from Shepreth yet, Clerk to ask for an update (Donna Thomas) on if they 
wish to join in approaching SCDC further re the tenure split.  Cllr Roberts and Cllr Wragg to 
see them asap if so, circulating points to cover to all Cllr's in advance. 

FPC have responded to the draft Section 106 agreement several times to achieve the correct 
final document.   

The Millennium tree has been repositioned, the ground was quite dry, surprising given the 
recent wet winter and the tree is now leaning.  Lovells have given the PC a watering 
maintenance schedule.  The tree requires re-staking,  mulch and watering earlier than May 
(following advice from a local company, specific to the soil etc in this area, with the possibility 
to meet the contractors).  Clerk to pass on concerns 

b) The Queen's Head, The Swan, The Chequers 
The possible sale of the Queen's Head to the previous tenant has fallen through and it is now 
on the open market. 

The Swan is up and running very successfully and feedback from visitors is excellent.  The 
Chequers is still closed. 

c) Planning Minutes from 19th February 2013 

 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE 

ON TUESDAY 19TH FEBRUARY 2013 AT 7:15PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr L 
  Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr E O'Regan, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr N Webb 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs S Tokley, Mrs L Allen, Mr P Barker, Mr P Barker, Cllr Thomas, 
   Cllr Ravenhill (both from Shepreth PC) 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 

Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South 
Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh. 

2. S/0113/13/FL  
First floor side extension 
1, Savile Way, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7TU 
Mr J Webb 
 
The Parish Council recommend approval as the PC think it's a normal progression - it's an 
upward move of a fairly small size. 

3. S/2543/12/FL - For information only - Approved 
Loft conversion with rear dormer roof extension and rooflights 
3 Cambridge Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7QN 
Mr Duncan Easto 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision. 

4. Other Matters and Updates  
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
 
Cllr Roberts updated the Council on the fact that Mr and Mrs Deans won their planning appeal 
regarding Deans Farm.  This came in after the agenda was circulated. 
 
The meeting closed at 7:25pm    

*************************************************** 

The minutes were agreed as a true record and signed. 
 
A firm is looking to re-locate in the village upon land to the rhs of the entrance road to the 
Butts Industrial estate which is classed as 'Important Countryside Frontage' and is outside the 
village envelope, against the Local Development Plan and will set precedent.  Cllr Wragg said 
this is a waste of money for all concerned as it simply shouldn't be allowed to be taken any 
further because of the reasons stated.  There are plenty of other sites that are specifically 
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designed for industrial usage in villages in SCDC which are built in mind to cater for industrial 
growth.  Fowlmere does not have that designation.  The PC to circulate information to 
residents once a meeting by the developer has been set. 

Cllr Wragg said that there seems to be several lapses in breaching precedent at SCDC 
Planning, which FPC are very concerned about. 

The PC to send a letter to Sarah Stephens Head of Planning - Cllr Wragg and Cllr Roberts to 
put together a letter.   

In another incident at SCDC Planning, regarding an application in Jacksons Way for Selby, 
FPC's comments were not recorded, despite being posted and e-mailed, the neighbours were 
not informed and the notice wasn't put up, another example of things going wrong in SCDC 
Planning.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Roberts 
/ Cllr Wragg 
 
 

6. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
 Cllr Stone gave the following report: 
 
"Streetlights 
I have still had no response to how parishes may retain streetlights which the County’s Private 
Finance Initiative contractor intends to remove. I believe we may be able to get elucidation at 
a Members’ Seminar on Friday.  Meanwhile our former street lighting supremo, Chris 
Sproston, leaves the county today. 

Superfast Broadband 
The contract with BT has been signed.  As I understand it, BT have gone away to consider its 
priorities for introduction across Cambridge and Peterborough.  Exactly who is in control – 
Connecting Cambridgeshire or BT – should be explained at the aforementioned Members’ 
Seminar on Friday. 

Parish Paths Partnership 
The week before last I went to a meeting of parish councils with the County’s footpath people 
in Over.  There was nobody there from any of the parishes in the Duxford Division and frankly 
they didn’t miss much, though the officers looking after footpaths were very helpful. 

A couple of snippets: 
 

➢ Defra have landowner information, which they have passed to the county council.  It is 
available for use by parish councils. 

➢ Parishes can download and use maps from the Ordnance survey website.  There are 
some conditions attached, but they aren’t particularly onerous. 

➢ With the Community Infrastructure Levy due to replace a lot of the Section 106 money, an 
assurance that a minimum of 15% will pass to parishes and no more direct 
reimbursement to parish council for work they do on footpaths, it might be a good idea to 
plan ahead how to spend the CIL money and what you need to make your initiatives a 
success.  Of course the money doesn’t have to be spent on footpaths. We are to be told 
more about CIL on Friday – a very busy day for councillor education. 

 

Dottrell Hall 
The pile looks just as imposing as it even did.  As work on removing it appears to have ceased 
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the County will now be following the prescribed legal route to have the waste removed and the 
land reinstated. 

31 Bus 
I have now had confirmation that there is insufficient time for adequate consultation before the 
31 is due to lose its subsidy.  As a result the county council has confirmed to Cozys that the 
subsidy will continue beyond September until an alternative has been adopted.  As 
continuation will be at Cozys’ discretion the County has undertaken that should Cozys give 
notice then the County will provide an alternative bus company providing exactly the same 
service. 
 
I have written an article for the Fowlmere and Thriplow News but as that doesn’t reach every 
household, I would appreciate any help you can give in spreading the word. 
 
Minor Highway Improvements 
In case you have submitted a proposal for this year’s round of Minor Highway Improvements, 
you may have received an invitation to present your proposal and ask questions.  The first 
meeting will take place on Monday 25th between 9 am and 5 pm and a second on Friday 5th 
April at 11.30am.  As far as I am aware nobody has been given a timetable so presumably it’s 
first come first served.  Apparently last year some parishes thought they would be called to 
give a presentation and complained when they weren’t.  The panel decided without 
presentations on the projects which were clearly good ones.  It then invited only those 
parishes to present their bids where their proposals were marginal and needed further 
explanation." 

Clerk to put Cllr Stone's article on the notice board / web-site / bus shelter. 
 
Clerk to purchase a departing card and gift for Cllr Stone's last week 

The meeting was opened to members of the public 
 
Mr Neil was surprised that not all of the Councillors have all visited the pub despite several 
saying they had and praising it.  He also was concerned that firms may leave the village if they 
can't move within it.  The complexities of the planning system were then explained further so 
that Mr Neal could appreciate more of the procedure/good practice that FPC have to follow.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 

7. BURIAL BOARD: 
a) Chapel Roof 
The Clerk circulated costs that have been quoted for the work.  A quote for £746 from Lander 
and Linsey Roofing was accepted (Cllr Wragg proposed, Cllr Sunderland seconded and all 
agreed.) 
 
2 further plots have been sold in the Cemetery to Mr and Mrs Freestone. 
 

 
 
 

8. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
a) Update on the Moat - Resurvey to take place 
Work will take place in the week beginning 1st April  
 
b) Village Tree Survey - Work to be undertaken 
Cllr Roberts to propose, Cllr Sunderland to second and all agreed that the first year of work 
should take place.  Clerk to commission work. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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c) Village MOT - To arrange 
.This item was discussed later. 
 
d) New Dog-bin near Thriplow Triangle 
Cllr Webb proposed and Cllr Wragg seconded this proposal and all agreed to install a new bin 
near to the Thriplow Triangle.  Clerk to commission installation. 
 
e) Trees near Dovehouse Close 
It was agreed to quote to survey the trees in the ditch area which FPC now understand the 
have responsibility for one side of it (SCDC have the other nearest to the houses). 
 
The fallen tree was removed from the garden and left as habitat. 
 
School Summer Fayre - The PC are fine for the school summer fair to take place and ask the 
PTFA to keep vehicular access to a minimum. 
 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

9. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:   
There is nothing further to report. 

 
 

10. CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence list was noted. 
 
Joan Adam's Seniorlink system is almost ready to install as the paperwork is being processed. 
 
Cllr Roberts to take a look at the uneven path outside the Old Manse in the High Street where 
a resident complained because he tripped and fell over an obsticle embedded in the 
pavement. 
  

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Cllr Roberts 

11. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
  

 
 

12. OTHER MATTERS: 
The Cllr's will undertake a Village MOT and finish at the Swan for the postponed Christmas 
gathering.  Clerk to arrange a date and also circulate a date for the village MOT. 
 
Some of the speed limit signs need attention.  Clerk to investigate and report as necessary.   
the school flashing signs need fixing again. 
 
The meeting closed at 9:15pm 
 

 
Clerk / All 
 
 
Clerk 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 16TH APRIL 2013 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman),  Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E O'Regan,  
  Cllr M Sunderland and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Several members of the public 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr J Peacock, Cllr N Webb, Cllr L Wragg and Cllr 
T Stone.  Cllr Bearpark is expected to be delayed. 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 19TH MARCH 2013: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:      
Cllr Roberts pointed out that both the Queen's Head and the Chequers are now up for sale. 

 

 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
 Cllr Stone was unable to attend the meeting and sent the following report: 
 
"Streetlights 
Last month I mentioned the Private Finance Initiative which will replace or refurbish the 
county's streetlights. You may remember that I was trying to discover how the parish council 
could take over streetlights that were due for removal.  I have now been told that there is a 
mechanism in place for parishes to be billed for maintenance and power.  Insurance would 
apparently be for the parish council and so would replacement.  You will find more information 
both in my latest Focus and in the Parish Council Information Pack. 
 
Minor Highway Improvements 
The panel assessing the 49 Minor Highway Improvements bids has now completed its work.  
We have scored each project out of 10 in a thorough but less mechanistic way than we did in 
previous years.  There was no bid from Fowlmere. 
 
The process has improved greatly, though we were rather left in the dark about how much 
money is available for the highway improvements.  We started with £50,000, it then seemed it 
was going to be £100,000 and were then told that we shouldn’t bother about the money 
because the county’s cabinet would decide how much to allocate.  Today the County’s cabinet 
confirmed the £100,000 figure, which will mean more projects are likely to be agreed than last 
year. 
 
Cabinet is clearly interested in giving local people more of a say in highways matters, so if you 
can find a worthwhile project for next year I would encourage you to make a bid. 
 
Transport Delivery Plan 2013-14 

 



2 

 

The County has published its plan for delivering schemes for maintenance and improvements 
to the highways, cycleways and so on.  The schemes detailed are for the first six months of 
the year.  There is nothing for Fowlmere, though potholes will continue to be filled. 
 
A505 
Two recent developments have caused me to have another go with Highways officers about 
the increasing congestion on the A505.  First the district council’s planning committee’s 
approval of the Welch’s application and second an item in the Cambridge News clamouring 
for improvements to the A428.  The latter was pretty well slapped down by Andrew Lansley as 
he seems to think that we should all be concentrating on the A14.  In any case there is far 
more traffic on the A505 than on the A428. 
 
We have known for some time that the A505 between Junction 10 of the M11 and the BP 
Sawston roundabout is expected to clog up utterly by 2021. But the County has missed two 
opportunities to reserve land to build a dual carriageway between those junctions.  By 
permitting housebuilding on the north side and Welch’s development on the south, the District 
has effectively made it impossible to widen the road adequately. 
 
County Highways’ response to both applications has focused entirely on the existing A505.  
There seems to have been no strategic thought about securing enough land for an improved 
road. 
 
I have now stirred up the highway strategists to ask why this is.  They were expecting to 
contribute to South Cambridgeshire’s Local Plan to take us through to 2031 but maybe they’ve 
missed the boat.  They have promised to study the stretch of road and investigate what – 
apart from too much traffic – is causing the problem: whether it’s the roundabouts or the road 
width, for example.  Southbound traffic backing up on the M11 at the morning rush hour is 
another issue which may have to be taken up with the Highways Agency. 
 
I have put the County on notice that it needs to continue to work on how to make the A505 fit 
for purpose.  This may be something for my successor to follow up.  Please make sure he or 
she does.  
 
Dottrell Hall 
The County is continuing to deal with the waste tipped illegally at Dottrell Hall farm, on the 
verge near Dottrell Hall and at Bridgefoot Farm quarry. Chris Bradley at South Cambs DC is 
also involved will carry out any necessary investigation.  A significant amount of waste wood 
materials is still required to be removed from the land. The landowner has until 24th May 2013 
to remove all the waste material to ensure compliance with the enforcement notice.  
 
The County, as Waste Planning Authority, will notify the landowner of this requirement in the 
near future should no further works be carried out at the site.  The stockpile heights of the 
waste wood materials at Bridgefoot Farm Quarry appear to be excessive and at variance to 
the required stockpile height. There are also concerns over the amount of waste wood 
materials on site, in that the operator is required to concrete the floor area of the site, which 
would require an area to be free of waste materials. Accordingly the County has contacted the 
Environment Agency with a view to meeting and discussing (and resolving) the ongoing 
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issues." 

6. PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
a) The Thriplow Triangle (Millennium tree, Section 106 Agreement, liaison with 
Shepreth PC) 
The tree is leaning because the weight should not be placed on the tap root and it will 
naturally straighten.  Work should start asap on site. 

b) Planning Minutes from 19th March 2013 

 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 

COMMITTEE HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE 
ON TUESDAY 19TH MARCH 2013 AT 7:15PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, 
Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr N Webb, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright 
(Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:   Cllr, E O'Regan, Cllr J Peacock 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr Ted Neal, resident 
 
 
1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South 
Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh. 

Cllr Wragg is a friend of Mrs Knight at item 2 and left the meeting at 7:17pm 
 
2. S/0406/13/FL  
Erection of front and rear first floor extension 
6, Johns Close, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7TP 
Mr and Mrs Knight 
 
The Parish Council support approval for this application as they feel that it has no adverse 
effect on neighbouring properties or the area. 
 
Cllr Wragg returned to the meeting at 7:22pm 
 
3. APP/W0530/A/12/2181397 and  (Ref S/2521/11,) - For information only - Notice of an 
Appeal (allowed) 
Deans Farm, Shepreth Road, Fowlmere, Royston SG8 7TG 
Mr T Deans 
 
The Parish Council noted the appeal 
 
4. Other Matters and Updates  
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
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The Clerk raised the issue of the barbed wire on the far boundary perimeter of the Butts which 
the school has expressed concern about.  The Clerk to contact Mr Sheldrick about the 
possibility of changing the wire to something more child-friendly.  
 
The meeting closed at 7:25pm  
 
c) Ion Science 
Cllr Roberts reported that there is nothing further to discuss on this matter until a formal 
planning application has been received.   

*************************************************** 

The minutes were agreed as a true record and signed. 
 
Mr Neal has read the reports from SCDC re Deans Planning Application.  He doesn't believe 
that tax payers should pay for SCDC mistakes.  He asked if Cllr Roberts would take this 
forward but Cllr Roberts suggested it would be better for Mr Neal to take it forward himself.  
Cllr Roberts advised on the process -  to contact Sarah Stephens as Head of Planning at 
SCDC, plus Jean Hunter as CEO.  Mr Neal also confirmed his request for a breakdown of the 
Precept which he will receive from the Clerk after the meeting concludes.  

Mr Scrimshaw reported on the site at The Butts and its general state of welfare and is 
concerned it is operating outside of its planning consent and out of hours (but also wanted to 
stress he is in support of the local businesses and not wanting to cause undue unrest).  Mr 
Jackson reported on the muddiness when the weather is poor.  FPC have no powers in regard 
to this sort of situation, but it was agreed to contact the enforcement officers and pass on the 
concerns ask for them to look at it asap, especially in view of both Planning and 
Environmental Health (gas bottles) issues.   
 
Mr Deans reported that they were awarded £7000 from SCDC in regard to their planning 
appeal which is the amount Mr Neal had issue with.  He also reported that one of the 30mph 
signs has been washed away but Cllr Roberts advised that it has already been reported to 
CCC via Cllr Stone.   

Mr Smeeton is concerned about the Ion Science proposal and worried about a 'loophole' 
which could be exploited ie the allowance for affordable housing - the exception policy.  Cllr 
Roberts advised that commercial proposals do not fall within this policy.  Cllr Roberts also said 
the feedback form would be revised by the planning consultant as the one given on the 
evening was not acceptable. 

Mr Jackson mentioned another document that was circulated in association about sites in the 
village submitted for development within the revised SCDC Local Plan, in his view he thought 
the document was prematurely written. 

Mrs Scrimshaw asked about the rear boundary fence on the Butts.  Cllr Roberts explained this 
was being discussed with Mr Sheldrick and added SCDC may still have a fund for hedge 
planting. 

Chris Wall asked about the exception policy and thought the site had been offered 8 years 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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ago for low cost housing but from memory Cllr Roberts though the fact that it was countryside 
frontage which made it unable to proceed. 

7. BURIAL BOARD: 
 
There was a burial last week for Mr Borley from Appleacre. 
 
There had been a query from Carol Pearl to ask about the rates of the cemetery for 
purchasing a burial plot.  Cllr Sunderland proposed, Cllr Bottrill seconded and all agreed that 
in these circumstances, as someone who works for the village in a non-profit making basis, 
the local rate could be allowed (for one single grave only).  Clerk to contact Mrs Pearl. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

8. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
a) Update on the Moat - resurvey to take place 
 
b) Village MOT - to arrange 
After the planning meeting on 3oth April 
 
c) Village Tree surveying (Dovehouse Close and existing quotes) 
Path down the side of Jackson's Way is overgrown and needs the ivy thinning.  Chris Wall 
reported that it isn't being mowed and Clerk to speak with Hardys to start the work and include 
it in their schedule. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

9. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:   
a) Acceptance and signing of 2012-2013 Accounts 
This was done at the earlier Finance Meeting 

 
 

10. CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence list was noted. 
 
Formula 1 testing days at Duxford as follows:  Friday 26 April, Wednesday 1 May, Wednesday 
15 May, Wednesday 19 June, Wednesday 28 August 

The trees to be left at John Close, Clerk to report back to Mrs Knight 
 
Clerk to acknowledge to Mr Nolasco and make sure it's progressed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 

11. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
  

 
 

12. OTHER MATTERS: 
 
Cllr Roberts received the Conservative candidate leaflet and comments negatively on the Post 
Office at St Marys.  Our understanding is that the PO at the Church has progressed, Clerk to 
check with Lisa Turner. 
 
ROSPA report has been undertaken and Dave Salmons will undertake to quote for the work 
required. 
 
Village Meeting will be held on Tuesday 7th May at 7:30pm at the Church. 
 
The meeting closed at 8:45pm 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 21ST MAY 2013 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman),  Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr E O'Regan, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr M   
  Sunderland, Cllr N Webb, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr Topping, Mr Lester, Mr Nolasco, Mr Teasdale 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr Bearpark and Cllr Flynn 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN: 
Cllr Wragg proposed that Cllr Roberts remain as Chairman.  Cllr Webb seconded this motion, 
there were no further nominations and all agreed.  Cllr Roberts accepted the post. 
 

 

4. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN: 
Cllr Roberts proposed Cllr Wragg as Vice Chairman.  Cllr Bottrill seconded this motion, there 
were no further nominations and all agreed.  Cllr Wragg accepted the post. 

 

5. ELECTION OF COMMITTEES / REPRESENTATIVES: 
Chair of Planning - Cllr Roberts was proposed by Cllr O'Regan, seconded by Cllr Sunderland.  
There were no further nominations and all agreed. 

Vice-Chair of Planning - Cllr Peacock was proposed by Cllr Roberts, seconded by Cllr Wragg.  
There were no further nominations and all agreed. 

Chair of Finance - Cllr Roberts was proposed by Cllr O'Regan, seconded by Cllr Sunderland.  
There were no further nominations and all agreed. 

Vice-Chair of Finance - Cllr Wragg was proposed by Cllr Roberts, seconded by Cllr O'Regan.  
There were no further nominations and all agreed. 

Cllr Wragg has represented Fowlmere PC on the Duxford Liaison and is happy to remain on 
for a further year.  However the VH representative is available - to be deferred until next 
month when all Cllr's will be present.   

 

6. ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE SIGNING: 
All documentation was signed and witnessed by the Clerk. 

 

7. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 16TH APRIL 2013: 
a) Review / Agreement of Code of Conduct, Standing Orders, Asset  Register and Risk 
Assessments for the Audit 
Cllr Peacock proposed that these should be adopted, Cllr Bottrill seconded and all agreed. 

P4 - "Mr Neal has read the reports from SCDC re Deans Planning Application.  He doesn't 
believe that tax payers should not pay for SCDC mistakes" should read" Mr Neal has read the 
reports from SCDC re Deans Planning Application.  He doesn't believe that tax payers should  
pay for SCDC mistakes." with the 'not' removed   

The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 
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8. MATTERS ARISING:      

Page 4 - regarding comments made by Mr Deans being awarded £7,000 from SCDC.  Cllr 
Roberts reported that at the last SCDC Planning Meeting, SCDC Council Members queried 
appeal amounts which had resulted in charges against SCDC Council and asked for the 
amounts.  The Senior Legal Solicitor reported the amounts and the Deans Appeal in 
Fowlmere was actually only awarded £2535.00 

A query has been raised about paying for a bed sensor for an elderly Fowlmere resident 
(£49.99 per quarter) as part of their Seniorlink package.  It was proposed by Cllr Roberts that 
this is possible, Cllr Peacock seconded and all agreed (with conditions ie that it is reviewed on 
an annual basis and assessed on an individual basis.  Also the Community Chest should be 
approached as they have requested how they can support residents.)  Clerk to speak to Chris 
Wall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

9. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
 Cllr Topping attended the meeting and gave a report which the PC has not yet 
received a copy of. 
 
Dottrill Hall was mentioned and Cllr Topping was asked to put plans in place for this not 
making the required date for cleaning up the site. 

 

10. PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
a) The Thriplow Triangle  
Cllr Roberts reported work has started on site and the site has been fenced off.  The tree is 
being watered under a maintenance programme by Lovells but a watching brief needs to be 
kept.  If the tree dies, Lovells will need to replace it with something of a similar maturity. 
 
b) Planning Minutes from 16th and 30th April 2013 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE 

ON TUESDAY 16TH APRIL 2013 AT 7:15PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman),  Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E 
O'Regan, Cllr M Sunderland and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr N Webb and Cllr L Wragg  

IN ATTENDANCE: Several members of the public. 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 

Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South 
Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh. 

2. S/0606/13/FL  
Extension to dwelling 
Ballacraine, Top Close, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7SP 
Mr Andrew Newby 
 
The Parish Council has no objections to this application - it is appropriate, in keeping and not 
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overly impacting on any neighbouring buildings. 

3. C/11/40/029 
Application to undertake work on trees situated in a Conservation Area 
The Rectory, High Street, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts 
Ely Diocesan 
 
The Parish Council support this application as long as the Tree Officer at SCDC is in 
agreement. 

4. S/0113/13/FL   - For Information only - Permission Granted 
First floor side extension 
1 Savile Way, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts, SG8 7TU 
Mr J Webb 
 
The Parish Council noted the appeal 

5. Other Matters and Updates  

Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 

Cllr Roberts reported on 9 Jackson's Way, which FPC did not support (they had asked for it to 
go to Planning Committee) but at present it is looking to be approved.  

Another meeting will need to be held on Tue 30th April at St Mary's.  Clerk to book. 

The meeting closed at 7:25pm    

********************************************************* 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY'S, FOWLMERE 

ON TUESDAY 30TH APRIL 2013 AT 7:00PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman),  Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P 
Flynn, Cllr E O'Regan, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L 
Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr N Webb 

IN ATTENDANCE: There was no one in attendance. 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 

Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South 
Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh. 

2. S/0632/13/FL  
Extension to first floor dwelling and garage conversion 
Kafue, Long Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7TG 
Mr Ayliffe Robson 
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The Parish Council has no objections to this application as it is in keeping with the area and is 
not detrimental to neighbouring properties. 

3. C/11/40/029 
Application to undertake work on trees situated in a Conservation Area 
Thistle Down, Rectory Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts 
Mr K Francis 
 
The Parish Council has no objections to this application, as long as the Tree Officer at SCDC 
is in agreement. 

4. C/11/40/029 
Application to undertake work on trees situated in a Conservation Area 
Glebe Cottage, Rectory Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts 
Mrs Bradshaw 

The Parish Council has no objections to this application, as long as the Tree Officer at SCDC 
is in agreement, especially as they class sycamores as a problem tree 

5. Other Matters and Updates  
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 

Cllr Roberts updated on the SCDC Local Plan and reiterated some of the background.  She 
would like it on the next PC agenda to formalise a leaflet to the village, laying out the role of 
the Parish Council in this particular situation. 

The planning application in Jackson's Way has been referred to the full SCDC Planning 
Committee, which includes a site visit. 

The Clerk passed on a request to use The Butts for the playgroup sports-day in June/July.  
There was also a separate request from a resident to use the Savile Way green area as an 
overspill for a family party on 2nd June at their house in Savile Way.  The Cllr's had no 
problems with these requests. 

The meeting closed at 7:40pm    

****************************************** 

Both sets of minutes were agreed and signed 

c) SCDC Local Development Plan 
SCDC is coming to the end of the consultation period for the Local Development Plan and 
their conclusions should be reported in the local press in June (3rd?).  Cllr Roberts would like 
this discussed at the June meeting, to see the outcome of the draft review and how the village 
should be informed. 

There is a possibility that a Planning meeting is required before the next meeting at June, the 
Clerk is waiting to hear from SCDC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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The Meeting was then opened to members of the public. 

Mr Teasdale had several issues re the Thriplow Triangle - the first being that a skip was 
removed from site at 4:45am.  Mr Teasdale is mowing around the tree but has the tree got 
permission to be moved there because of the BT ducting etc?  Re the 50:50 part buy / part 
rent:affordable housing split -this is a change to the original plan of the village needing purely 
affordable housing.  Cllr Roberts reminded Mr Teasdale about the previous minutes as to how 
the PC has also been in disagreement to this move and have fought it.  Cllr Wragg further 
explained the developments re the Section106 agreement so the focus is still on people with 
Fowlmere connections.  Fowlmere PC are meeting Shepreth PC to discuss this further as they 
too are affected in a similar move.  Mr Teasdale suggested that Clause 7 was changed on the 
planning documentation.  Mr Teasdale asked about the access on the Thriplow Road which 
has been allowed for 3 dwellings.  The footpath has been agreed but Mr Teasdale would  like 
to know the make-up of it.  It will still make crossing the Thriplow Road hazardous because of 
the hedge on the corner.  There are no details on lighting yet either.  He asked if cars can be 
prevented from parking on Cambridge Road - can this be part of an agreement for tenants - 
Cllr Roberts to ask this and possibly posts will be needed on the verge?  Workers to park on 
the rougher part of  the verge, not the neatly mown bit outside of Mr Teasdale's house.  Also, 
he has concern over air-source heat pumps which can be quite noisy and this may be a 
consideration and need sound-proofing.  He also asked what hedges are counted as native 
and Cllr Wragg advised.  Cllr Roberts said she would enquire at SCDC about Mr Teasdale's 
concerns. 

Mr Teasdale asked about e-mail addresses - is there an e-mail list of residents that can reach 
people to say the minutes etc have been sent out - a way of reaching people, something the 
P|C will look into although they do have a web-site, Facebook page, noticeboard and regular 
piece in the Fowlmere and Thriplow News.. 

Mr Nolasco (Chapel Lane) asked about the cleaning of ditches and asked if some of the 
precept could be used if CCC deny responsibility as it is important the are not blocked.  Clerk 
to contact SCDC.  He also asked if the PC have a development policy?  Cllr Roberts 
explained how SCDC is a parent organisation, with the expertise re legislation etc so the PC is 
very attentive of SCDC policies and works within those policies rather than Fowlmere working 
alone.  Mr Teasdale asked if residents can influence SCDC and Cllr Roberts explained the 
residents can and have been part of the process but there are implications of setting 
precedents etc.   

Mr Lester also asked how the village can be better reached as he wasn't aware of this 
consultation.  The Clerk updated Mr Lester on the re-surveying of the Moat trees and fixing of 
the Butts play equipment. 

Mr Teasdale also asked if the damaged trees by the residents of Burnaby on the Cambridge 
Road were going to be properly pruned.   Cllr Roberts explained previously minuted issues 
and will take a look at them. 

Clerk to send Mr Teasdale a link to CCC pot-hole reporting web-site 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Roberts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Roberts 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 

11. BURIAL BOARD:  
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a) Trees for new Extension 
It was agreed that the proposed Kenzie memorial stone is fine. 
 
The Clerk reported that Mr Hill's grave is to be levelled 
 
It was agreed that tree planting needs to be planned for the cemetery extension and a Burial 
Board meeting needs to happen soon 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 

12. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
a) Update on the Moat / Village Tree Surveys 
It was agreed that financial decisions are taken at the June meeting re tree work in the village. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr O'Regan and seconded by Cllr Cllr Wragg that Acacia survey the trees 
in Dovehouse Close at a cost of £200.  Clerk to go ahead. 
 
Cllr Peacock proposed and Cllr O'Regan seconded that Hardy's should cut the Moat at a cost 
of £285.00 
 
b) Village MOT - Findings 
The findings and their status are attached as an appendix to the minutes 
 

 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 

13. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:   
a) Audit Progression 
The audit is reaching its conclusion and the Clerk is to return all paperwork to the Internal 
Auditors in Royston 

b) Finance Minutes from 16th April 2013 

Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Finance and General Purposes 
Committee held in the School Room, URC, Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, Tuesday 16th April 2013 

at 7:00pm. 

Present:    Cllr O’Regan (Chair), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr D Roberts, Cllr M 
Sunderland and Mrs J Wright (Clerk).  Also several members of the public 

1. Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr N Webb 
and Cllr L Wragg 

2. Minutes of previous meeting/Matters Arising 
 The previous minutes of 15th January 2013 had already been agreed and 
 signed at a previous PC meeting. 
 
3. Review of income and expenditure. 
a) Acceptance of 2012-13 Accounts 
 The Council agreed to accept the accounts, proposed by Cllr O'Regan, 
 seconded by Cllr Roberts and all agreed.  There were no unexpected 
 items in the income and expenditure 

 
 4. Precept 

  The first half of the precept has been sent from SCDC to FPC. 

 5. Trees, Grass and Hedges 
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  Two further quotes needed to undertake the work on the village trees.   
  Two quotes are needed for Dovehouse tree survey. 

 6. Future Projects 
  a) Possible donation to Royston Community Transport 
  It was agreed to support Royston Community Transport and £300 was  
  agreed - Cllr O'Regan proposed and Cllr Sunderland seconded - all  
  agreed.  Clerk to ask for regular feedback on users in the village etc. 

  b) Cemetery gates on Insurance 
  To be carried over to the next meeting as Cllr Wragg was absent. 
 
  Thriplow have some new village maps - Shirley Wittering designed  
  them and is a Thriplow resident.  The Fowlmere map is poor outside of  
  the church.  Cllr Roberts suggested the Cllr's go and take a look at the  
  Thriplow one and look to have a new one designed, to place outside of  
  the Church.  Cllr Sunderland to ask who manages the actual notice- 
  board at the church.  Clerk to ask Thriplow PC how much they paid for  
  it. 

 7. Other Matters 
  There were no other matters 

 8. Date of next meeting 
  There were no other matters and the meeting closed at 7:20pm.   
 
  The date of the next meeting will be 16th July 2013 at 7:00pm, prior to  
  the PC Meeting at the URC, Chapel Lane. 

******************************************* 

The minutes were agreed and signed 

The work required for the ROSPA assessment was discussed and agreed (Cllr O'Regan 
proposed and Cllr Peacock seconded.)  This is attached as an appendix to the minutes.  It 
was also agreed to go-ahead with the maintenance to the notice-board and pump house. 

It was agreed to join Cambridgeshire Acre at a cost of £30 PA (they do the paperwork for the 
Clerk's Real-Time Salary payments) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

14. CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence list was noted.  The Clerk read out the thank you letter from Tim Stone. 
 
Cllr Roberts also added that on 15th May she had a call from Tim Holmes of Endurance 
Estates (a planning consultancy) who wished to speak regarding the land on either side of 
Manor Farm (Sheldrick farm-land) regarding potential housing development.  He had been 
contacted by a third party with a view to see how Fowlmere PC would enter into discussions 
but Cllr Roberts said that the PC would not get into any discussions at the pre-planning stage 
with anyone regarding prospective plans. 
 

 
 
 
 

15. ACTION LIST UPDATE:  
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The action list was updated accordingly. 
  

 

16. OTHER MATTERS: 
 
Cllr Roberts reported that at present, SCDC has no planning leader as Sarah Stephens has 
left. 
 
Village Hall - Cllr Wragg reported that there are issues with the Sports and Social Club, who 
cancelled a meeting at very short notice and had yet to provide any accounts to the Village 
Hall Committee (these is are required inter alia in connection with charitable rate relief.)  The 
PC is concerned that there appears to be no evidence of any document re a Licence to 
Occupy or legal agreement / contract to occupy the premises, that is satisfactory to the PC.   
This needs to be put right within the next 30 days.  It was agreed to put this matter on the 
agenda for the next meeting of the PC. 
 
The next PC Meeting will be held on Tuesday 18th June at 7:30pm at the Chapel, with a 
planning meeting beforehand. 
 
The meeting closed at 21:30pm 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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PC Village Jobs - May 2013 

Job / Issue Proposed Recommendation 

Pathways outside the Manse, Rose Cottage and Rectory in the High 
Street are in a bad state of repair, one resident has complained of a 
trip hazard. 

Contact CCC - (reported by 
Clerk) 

The Wall near the phone box needs the ivy removing Ask Chris Wall to do 

Pump Shed Ask Dave Salmons to quote 
for re-painting inside and for 
the pump and gates to be re-
blacked. (quote received) 

Wallington Brook (aside Bridge House, High Street) needs clearing - 
it is an Awarded Watercourse 

Contact SCDC - 
Environmental Health 

Ditch in Chapel Lane, opposite Brook Farm needs clearing but is of 
riparian ownership... 

Try SCDC as it's alongside the 
Council garages in Dovehouse 
Close 

Pot holes in Ryecroft Lane, with junction of Jacksons Way Report on CCC web-site 
(reported by Clerk) 

Thriplow Triangle - propose to put low-level planting on the grassy 
triangle at the junction 

Ask Chris Wall / Hardy's to 
quote 

Road edge outside Brook Farm in Chapel Lane has been eroded by a 
width of max 18 inches, length about 20 metres and a depth of 5 
inches or so - causes cars to pull into the middle of the road 

Contact CCC (reported by 
Clerk) 

Savile Way - another proposed area of planting, on the rhs about 20 
metres from the mouth of the road, currently an overgrown 
grassy/weedy bank. 

Ask Chris Wall / Hardy's to 
quote 

30mph road sign in Long Lane up on entering the village has been 
worn away and needs replacing 

Contact CCC (reported by 
Clerk) 

The white lines at the Foxton junction in the village need repainting 
and it quite dangerous at night - there are pot-holes there too. 

Contact CCC (reported by 
Clerk) 

There are pot-holes in the High Street near the war-memorial Report on the CCC web-site 
(reported by Clerk) 
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Parish Council Notice-board is in a bad state of upkeep Ask Dave Salmons to quote 
for re-staining. (quote 
received) 

Fly-tipping in Shepreth Road on LHS past the cemetery Report on SCDC web-site 
(reported by Clerk) 

There is lots of general rubbish behind the trees at the rear of the 
play equipment on The Butts  

Assess how bad and organise 
a clear up or ask Dave 
Salmons to do. (All sorted) 

It was suggested that different flowers are planted in the village 
(other than daffodils) perhaps tulips 

Take a view in the future 

Assess the use of the fire engine shed on The Butts Investigate what's in it 
currently. 

 

  

Village Hall  

Replace 2 missing braces on picnic tables £20.00 

Replace hardwood rails on the climber (9 of them) £150.00 

Purchase 2 sets of swing chains and seats for adult swings (including 2 
new shackles) 

For JW to get a price and 
£40 to fit 

Toddler seats - gully needs attention - dig out, fill in with soil, re-seed 
and roll (including providing 3 tonne of soil) 

£200.00 

  

Butts  

Wooden seat in trees near to border with gas place is rotten.  Cut 
new posts and rebuild 

£100:00 

Goals - make good to the worn out area at the end of the season ie 
soil and seed 

£50.00 

Fantasy fun-run - rolling log needs replacing and the metal sockets 
need to be removed to do so and therefore re-concreting in 

£190.00 
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Others  

Butts Seat - the seat more prominently in the play equipment (not 
the one mentioned above which is half hidden in the trees) has come 
loose since the RSPA report and needs 2 new concrete bases and re-
bolting 

£180.00 

Pump Room - To repaint the inner walls, pump and gates in same 
colours 

£250.00 

PC Notice-board - to re-stain £50.00 

Kerbstone on War memorial - To re-concrete in £30.00 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 18TH JUNE 2013 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman),  Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E O'Regan,  
  Cllr J Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Cllr Topping, Mr Teasdale, Mr and Mrs Scrimshaw, Mr Bates,  

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr N Webb. 

It was requested that Cllr Topping and Mr Bates speak at the front end of the meeting due to 
other commitments. 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 21ST MAY 2013: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

Cllr Roberts replied In response to Mr Teasdale - SCDC cannot stop parking on the 
Cambridge Road but if there were problems in the future this could be explored again.  Also, 
re the implications of noise from heat-source pumps - this will be discussed at a meeting with 
SCDC. 

Cllr Roberts added that Ms Jo Mills has taken over as Head of Planning at SCDC, possibly 
temporarily. 

Dave Salmons has undertaken many jobs in the village - repainted the pump house, repaired 
the kerb, repaired all the play equipment in line with ROSPA.  The Cllr's are very pleased with 
the work he has done.  If the handle can be re-discovered it could be repaired too in the Pump 
House. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:      
There were no matters arising not on the agenda. 

 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
 Cllr Topping attended the meeting and gave the following report: 

"1. Dotterall Hall 
You asked me to find out about the ongoing enforcement action. The county officers sent me 
this update in response:  
 
“I can confirm that the third and final step (i.e. returning the land back to its previous condition) 
contained within the Enforcement Notice requires compliance by the 24 June 2013. A site visit 
will be carried out shortly after the 24 June 2013 – likely to be by 28 June - to assess whether 
all the steps contained within the notice have been complied with in full. 
 
In respect of Bridgefoot Farm, County Council officers and officers from the Environment 
Agency have been working closely with the landowner and the site operator to ensure 
compliance with both the planning permissions and the exemption (issued by the Environment 
Agency). The main concern at present is the amount of waste wood currently on site. The 

 



2 

 

exemption allows for a limited amount of waste wood materials to be stored on site at any one 
time. it is understood that this limit has been exceeded. Accordingly, the Environment Agency 
are taking steps to ensure compliance with the terms of the permit, and to reduce the amount 
of waste wood being stored on site. As part of this, the landowner and operator of the site are 
also fully aware of the planning requirements and will endeavour to reduce the height of the 
stockpiled material. Unfortunately, this will not be achieved overnight and will take a period of 
time for full compliance to be met. 
 
The 'illegally' tipped waste you have referred to in your recent email are considered 'fly-tipping' 
incidents and are not dealt with by the County Council. As such, these incidents of fly-tipping 
have been passed on to Chris Bradley at South Cambridgeshire District Council for further 
investigation.”  
 
I have asked them what is the timescale for taking action if, when they visit at end June, the 
steps required have not been followed.  
 
2. The County's roll out of Super Fast Broadband will not be coming to South Cambs villages 
until 2014 at the earliest which is disappointing.  
 
The Connecting Cambridgeshire website will be updated in the coming months to include a 
map and Parish Checker allowing residents to find out how their area fits in to the 
programme.  
 
3. Household waste - The MBT facility remains suspended following the structural failure in 
September 2012. AmeyCespa have undertaken assessments to determine the cause of the 
failure and have put a rectification programme in place. Work continues in accordance with 
this programme. All other parts of the facility remain fully operational. AmeyCespa have 
indicated that the plant should be online by the end of 2013. 
 
4. Local highways initiative bids: The bids have been through an initial sifting process. The 
information from this is currently being collated with a view to reaching final sign off by mid-
June. 
 
6. County council transport strategy is due out for consultation in July and this will be the 
chance to input for example on speed limits through villages and on the A505 (he will send a 
link through). 
 
7. Resurfacing of roads including Sawston by-pass scheduled for end June by the County's 
contractor - no additional costs incurred by the county as the contractor made the mistake."   
 
Mr and Mrs Scrimshaw asked the question how can the Council get sat-nav directions 
changed because many sat-navs direct traffic past their house towards the pedestrian access 
to the Butts which is a dead-end.  Cllr Topping to look towards a sign. 

The Council asked Mr Topping to chase up the re-lining of the junction with the Foxton Road 
and Cambridge Road. 

Mr Bates was invited to speak about the Village Hall and the new occupation licence they 
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have prepared.  The Social Club is £1300 in arrears and the VH has been trying to resolve the 
situation amicably but have received very little in response.  If the Social Club is in difficulties, 
the VH cannot support them financially but they obviously do not wish to see them close.  But 
it isn't possible to be more supportive without subsidising a business which a charity simply 
cannot do - it would be in breach of charity law.  The VH is looking for support from the PC in 
principle to supporting this document (which is for a year and can be renewed by both 
parties).   Rent was £110 per month and this has been increased to £125 per month.  The PC 
owns the land and the Village Hall Management Trust are the trustees of the building so the 
PC doesn't 'own' the building.  The PC is being consulted purely as Landlords.  The Social 
Club are not obliged to accept this and if they decline to accept it, then the VH have to make 
some difficult decisions.  This process is to make sure that the Social Club appears are paid 
and to ask them to adopt a more reasonable and conciliatory attitude towards the VH.  This 
agreement will make the Social Club's position much stronger as well.  Cllr Roberts 
commended Mr Bates on preparing this and thanked him for all his hard work (Cllr Wragg 
too).  Cllr Roberts also added that the Social Club aren't paying any business rates to SCDC.  
Cllr Flynn proposed, Cllr O'Regan seconded and all agreed  to support the new document. 

6. PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
A) THE THRIPLOW TRIANGLE - MEETING WITH SHEPRETH PC 
Work has started in earnest.  There has been concern over the Millennium Oak but Lovells 
have made assurances that it is alive and is being properly looked after. 

Cllr Roberts and Wragg met with Shepreth PC to instigate a meeting with SCDC re the 
concerns over the tenure balance (30% to 50% of shared ownership) as discussed at previous 
meetings.   The PC are trying to arrange a meeting with SCDC to find out some answers - 
someone from the Housing Association has been asked to attend - the Council is fine with 
that.  The PC wishes a legal representative to attend because they wish to clarify obligations 
placed on SCDC who take the decisions, as opposed to the two PC's who don't take the 
decisions and understand the scope.  It was agreed the Clerk should reply back to SCDC and 
ask Schuyler Newstead which dates would be suitable but stress that time is pressing.   
 
B) SCDC LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN UPDATE 
Cllr Roberts reported that the final piece of work from SCDC came out on 3rd June which 
clarifies that SCDC is looking for development in villages closer to Cambridge, where 
sustainability is not an issue - both commercially and for housing.  The nearest to Fowlmere is 
Melbourn but on a much smaller scale than they had been asked for. 

None of the 7 pieces of land put forward in Fowlmere have been accepted.  The framework is 
retained as it is at the moment. 

There is one final consultation until September 2013 but this is unlikely to change now - it is 
more secure now.       

Cllr Roberts hopes that the PC will agree that they support in principle the village retaining this 
framework and work to it, which is the was the PC have always worked, in line with the village 
framework strategy. 

Cllr Wragg was pleased to see that the village envelope won't be weakened.  It was agreed 
that the PC agree to use this as their template and suggested something could be put on the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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web-site and FATN to explain this. 

The Meeting was then opened to members of the public. 

Mrs Scrimshaw asked about access to plans (re planning applications) and was advised that 
they can be viewed on SCDC web-site, at the meeting or by appointment at the Clerks  It was 
suggested the planning meeting opens an hour early for anyone wishing to view the plans for 
the Ion Science application. 

Mr Teasdale mentioned that some plans (re Thriplow Triangle) have changed re access for 
bin collection at SCDC and showed the plans to the committee.  He commented that the 
people on site are very friendly.  Mr Teasdale has read the Section 106 agreement to see that 
the village receives money and queried how the village contribution will be used.  Cllr Roberts 
said it would be used as stated in the agreement.  He also queried the qualifying criteria for 
housing which is the basis of the meeting the PC are to have with SCDC re the tenure split. 
Mr Teasdale feels that the rental properties should be matched to the size of the house.  Mr 
Teasdale asked if the village has a say who goes into the houses - the answer is no but this is 
why the PC worked so hard on the Section 106 agreement to tighten up the connections to 
the village ie an Exception Site.  Mr Teasdale felt the rest of the triangle should have been 
developed and Cllr Wragg added that larger villages have had the emphasis placed on them 
because they have the services etc.  Other members of the village may wish to debate this 
and Mr Teasdale is glad the information will be put on the web-site etc re the Local 
Development Plan.  It is difficult for any village to express just one collective opinion.  Mr 
Teasdale then asked about the viability of the Social Club.  Cllr Wragg responded - they 
believe they Sports and Social Club is a business, not a charity and don't think it's not-for-
profit but the Social Club won't attend any meetings to confirm.  It's sub-tenant is in arrears to 
the Village Hall.  Mr Teasdale queried if they charge VAT on their beer and was advised that 
the VH committee have asked to see the accounts.  Mr Teasdale concluded by saying he 
feels that the Ion Science planning meeting will be emotive - the leaflet should provide factual 
information. 

The Clerk to thank Mr Sheldrick for replacing the fence behind the play equipment on The 
Butts which has made a huge improvement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

7. BURIAL BOARD: 
a) BURIAL BOARD MEETING 
Clerk to thank Mr Kenzie for all his hard work on the restoration of the Bier.  Clerk to mention it 
in the next edition of the FATN. 
 

 
 
Clerk 

8. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
The PC are happy for the self-seeded sycamore to be removed from the land adjacent to his 
property and noted his maintenance works (not in the Conservation area). 
 
The Clerk reported that the Moat area has now been strimmed. 
 
The PC are still awaiting costs for the tree work in the Moat - Clerk to chase. 
 
It was agreed that Chris Wall should be asked to quote for trimming back the green area 
opposite 3 Savile Way and also the trees on the green which are impinging on lamps. 
 
It was noted that that trees from 'The Green' are still overhanging on the green Ryecroft Lane 
area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
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9. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:   

a) POST OFFICE FUNDING 
Clerk to ask Lisa Turner how much has been spent so far and to let her know that the PC is 
very supportive and looking to provide some funding.  It may need to wait until next year.  The 
PC is very grateful for their continued help and support to get the PO up and running. 

The Clerk updated the PC on the funding for a bed sensor for Mr Wood and will cash the 
cheque from the Community fund once it is installed.  Grateful thanks to the Fowlmere 
Community Fund for their generous donation. 

 
 
 
Clerk 

10. CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence list was noted.   

 
 
 

11. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
  

 
 

12. OTHER MATTERS: 
A) UPDATE ON VILLAGE HALL (AND PC LIAISON REPRESENTATIVE) 
Cllr Wragg is looking for a representative to replace him on the Village Hall.  Cllr O'Regan and 
Cllr Roberts offered to share the position from September. 
 
Cllr Bearpark has volunteered to be tree warden for the Parish Council.  
 
The Clerk was asked to include asking residents not to let their dogs foul in the village in the 
next FATN.   
 
SCDC have left rubbish on the verge outside the school after installing solar panels at 1 
Westfield Road.  Cllr Roberts has complained to SCDC.  She also reported that they are being 
fitted without proper scaffolding. 
 
Cllr Bearpark asked if the public session could be restricted.  The meetings don't actually have 
to be open but perhaps a time limit needs to be set per person.  A member of the public with a 
large number of queries would be advised how better the PC could respond to their needs.  
Members of the public can also write to the PC.  
 
The PC were sorry Mrs Aldous felt the grass wasn't being blown away from the graves 
properly but unfortunately there probably wasn't anything else that could be done. 
 
The next PC Meeting will be held on Tuesday 16th July at 7:30pm at the Chapel, with a 
Finance meeting beforehand. 
 
The meeting closed at 9:20pm 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 16TH JULY 2013 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman),  Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E O'Regan,  
  Cllr J Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr Teasdale, Mrs Lucas and children, Cllr Topping,   

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr Webb and Cllr Wragg 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 18TH JUNE 2013: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:      
There were no matters arising not on the agenda. 

 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 

 Cllr Topping attended the meeting and gave the following report: 

"1. Roads and traffic  

1.1. I met Mike Cooper from the County Council Highways Dept and we discussed priorities 
for this part of the county. One of the points Mike made was that while he and his team were 
always willing to offer advice on traffic related schemes, it was  helpful if parish councils had a 
firm proposition in mind because he has limited resources to carry out options appraisals.  

1.2 He welcomed any proposals coming from villages for a 20 mph speed limit in the centre of 
the village and was willing to advise on the practicalities I.e. siting, signage, extent etc. On the 
subject of potholes, the team are trying to catch up after the very long winter. 

1.3 It would be helpful to have a steer from the parish council as to which road and traffic 
issues it is content to pursue directly with Mike and which ones it would like me to engage with 
in terms of support and pressing  for progress.  

1.4. Local highways initiative bids: these are where the CC puts in £10k and the relevant 
Parish Council £1k. This coming year I will be on the panel helping to select these - and while 
I can't vote for my own parish councils, I will be able to advise what criteria will help schemes 
succeed. 

1. 5 Resurfacing of roads including Sawston by-pass scheduled for end June has been 
pushed into July. The re-work is being done by the original  contractor - no additional costs 
incurred by the county.  

1.6 I attended the meeting called by Sawston PC re the bid to build hundreds of houses 
between Sawston and Babraham on green belt. I am concerned for the impact increased 
traffic will have on the roads around here. I have asked the CC highways team for their impact 
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analysis.  

2. Dotterel Hall - following non-compliance with the enforcement action, the County's waste 
team are now saying they will prosecute. I have asked for their timetable of action and more 
information on why this is moving so slowly. I am going to meet officials at County Hall. 

3.  Although The County's roll out of Super Fast Broadband will not be coming to South 
Cambs villages until 2014 at the earliest, there now seems to be some other money which is 
to be focussed on the City and South Cambs. 

4. County council's transport plan  for City and South Cambs is due out for consultation in July 
and this will offer some chance to input for example on speed limits through villages, cycle 
way connections, access on junctions to the A505 etc.  

5. Sustainable energy 

The County has secured a large grant from the EU of €O.7m to find ways of growing the 
supply chain for sustainable energy products and services. One element of this will be 
supporting community sustainable energy initiatives. So while this doesn't mean there is 
funding that is immediately accessible, it does mean that the parish may wish to think about 
how it might want to be ready for any future opportunities and might want to apply to  join the 
Sustainable Parish Energy scheme run by South Cambs if it has any aspirations in this 
direction.  

6. I passed the sat nav sign issue to the traffic department. I will follow up. 

7. I have asked for a briefing from the cycle ways team on what schemes are intended for this 
area and the business cases, because it seems that most of the schemes are clustered on 
one or two villages." 

The white lining still hasn't be done at the Foxton junction.  The PC are glad that things are 
moving re Dotterill Hall.  The 30mph sign from Shepreth need replacing (Clerk to report on the 
website). 

Cllr Topping also reported that the County has reduced the need for signatures on a petition 
from 15,000 to 3,000. 

Cllr Roberts said the PC has put in a lot of representation re the Ion Science planning 
application and asked if he wished to be copied in.  Clerk to send a copy. 

Cllr Bottrill has heard the 31 bus is to finish and could Cllr Topping look into it as it is of vital 
importance to the village. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 
Cllr Topping 

6. PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
A) PLANNING MINUTES FROM 18TH AND 27TH JUNE 2013 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORM CHURCH, 
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CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE ON TUESDAY 18TH JUNE 2013 AT 7:00PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman),  Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P 
Flynn, Cllr E O'Regan, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland and Mrs J 
Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr N Webb, Cllr L Wragg 

IN ATTENDANCE: There were several members of the public: Mr Kidd, Mr Teasdale, Mr 
Bates. 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Before discussion, Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South 
Cambridgeshire District Council she will approach any new information afresh. 

2. S/1048/13/FL 
Two storey extension to dwelling 
Robin Cottage, Long Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TA 
Mr and Mrs James and Fiona Kidd 
 
The Parish Council recommend approval and consider it is in no way detrimental to the 
conservation area, it matches in very well and won't affect neighbouring properties. 

3. S/0406/13/FL - For Information Only - Permission Granted 
Erection of front and rear first floor extensions 
6 John Close, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7TP 
Mr & Mrs Knight 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision. 

4. S/1330/12/FL - For Information Only - Went to SCDC Planning Committee and permission 
was then granted 
Single storey front extension 
9, Jacksons Way, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7TN 
Mrs Elizabeth Selby 

The Parish Council noted the decision. 

5. S/0606/13/FL - For Information Only - Permission Granted 
Extension to Dwelling 
Ballacraine, Top Close, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts, SG8 7SP 
Mr Andrew Newby 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision. 

6. S/0632/13/FL - For Information Only - Permission Granted 
Extension to First Floor Dwelling and Garage Conversion 
Kafue, Long Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
Mr Ayliffe Robson 
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The Parish Council noted the decision. 

7. Other Matters and Updates  

Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
 
Cllr Roberts has had a call from agents re The Chequers.  Cllr Roberts advised that without a 
planning application, there is nothing for the PC to discuss but advised the agent that SCDC 
look to public houses being marketed properly for a certain period of time as a pub business 
rather than a residential change of use.  A similar application has been refused in Shepreth.  
The Parish would hope for it to return to a business. 
 
Cllr Roberts has spoken to Mr Tobin who is to be the new owner of the Queen's Head, to 
open at the end of August, running it along similar lines to the British Queen in Meldreth. 
 
A further meeting needs to be held for the application in from Ion Science and Thurs 27th 
June - 7:30pm was agreed.  Local residents will be 'carded' by SCDC and it was agreed that 
the PC should notify all residents via a leaflet - Clerk to provide. 
 
The meeting closed at 7:37pm    

 
************************************************** 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY'S CHURCH, 

FOWLMERE ON THURSDAY 27TH JUNE 2013 AT 7:30PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman),  Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P 
Flynn, Cllr E O'Regan, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr N 
Webb, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  There were no apologies 

IN ATTENDANCE: There were 42 members of the public - Fowlmere residents and  
   employees of Ion Science. 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 

Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District 
Council she will approach any new information afresh. 

2. S/1249/13/FL 
New offices, research & production facilities with associated car parking and landscaping 
Land to the South of, The Butts Business Centre, The Butts, Fowlmere 
Mr Duncan Johns, Ion Science 

Cllr Roberts introduced the application and explained a little of the background to the SCDC 
Development Plan, explaining that the 7 submitted sites in Fowlmere have not been found to 
be suitable for development (residential or commercial). She also explained about the 
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protected countryside frontage aspect of the potential site.  Cllr Roberts explained that there is 
no financial benefit to the village, nor will it affect the possibility of improved transport or 
facilities for the village as part of this application.  She also talked about the other sites that 
were considered which Ion Science have said do not meet their criteria.  Cllr Roberts also 
talked about previous planning permission which was given 2 years ago for a whole additional 
floor and has not been taken up.  She further explained that the area is not zoned for industrial 
use and it doesn't comply with the SCDC Local Plan which is designed to protect the village 
and this should be taken seriously.   It is not Ion Science or the land owners who get the 
approval, it's the 'land' and it's very difficult to go backwards once precedent has been set - it 
would be a major change.  Cllr Roberts advised that the PC at the last meeting, voted, as a 
body that they would continue to support the policies of SCDC, that they have been well 
thought out and give protection to the village and give all an understanding of the decisions 
taken in the village.  She said that all views could be sent to SCDC Planning directly with 
regard to this and any planning application. 

Cllr Roberts also said that the designs are well thought through but if permission is granted 
but people need to remember that amendments can go through afterwards. 

The meeting is to be open for 15 minutes which is best practice from the Monitoring Officer at 
SCDC. 

Cllr Flynn mentioned that she had been told that she couldn't vote because of comments she 
had made publically but this is not necessarily the case. 

Mrs Roskilly spoke that she was worried about the precedent being set and described it as the 
'thin edge of the wedge.'  She also mentioned the possibility of further housing being built on 
that site. (68 houses, with 27 as affordable housing)  Cllr Roberts added that she had been 
approached about further building on that site but as ever, she would not discuss anything 
prior to a formal planning application. 

Mr Neil asked about the PC setting precedent concerning Deans Farm as he thinks the PC 
have gone against SCDC.  Cllr Roberts explained that this is a different application and not 
one for discussion this evening.  

A member of the public asked what Cllr Roberts feels constitutes 'substantial' in terms of 
planning.  Mrs Roskilly added that it is classed as 'major' by the planning consultants.  He felt 
Cllr Roberts thought it was the whole field, which is not the case. 

Another resident asked if this village is no longer 'viable' as SCDC don't feel it's viable for 
development?  Cllr Roberts explained about the categories for villages - 'rural' etc.  SCDC are 
saying it's a 'group' village.  He is worried about the lack of facilities in the village.  Cllr Webb 
added that the purpose of the planning committee is that they are here for what they believe is 
best for the village and anyone can be part of the PC / planning process.  He asked if what 
Cllr Roberts was saying was not a 'view' of the facts.  Cllr Roberts said they are the facts to be 
considered. 

Mr Deans would like to support the application, as do others.  Cllr Roberts reiterated that 
people can make comment comments via SCDC. 

Another resident thinks that plans are good but would object  because of the breach of the 
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village envelope meaning other applications could not be stopped on the site. 

Another resident stated that this application could affect the 'whole' of the land - the current 
application is only part of the field but you would have difficulty 'holding back' the rest of the 
land for development.  Cllr Roberts advised that you can assume an average of 32 houses to 
the hectare for domestic development.  Cllr Roberts also said that trees have already been cut 
back already at the proposed entrance for the site which is somewhat pre-emptive.  
Residential permission has been turned down on that site many years ago.  

The Cllrs deliberated the plans and then voted.  The result was 8 against recommendation 
and 1 for allowing permission.  Cllr Roberts, Cllr Wragg and Cllr Peacock will need to flesh out 
the reply to SCDC and send the draft comments to all the PC, to agree they have got all of the 
comments down and then it will go to SCDC recommending a refusal. 

 
3. S/1276/13/DC  - For Information Only - No Comment Required 
Discharge of conditions 6 (parking and turning), 7 (foul water drainage) and 8 (surface water 
drainage) of planning permission reference S/2521/11 
Deans Farm, Shepreth Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
Louise Theobald, Acorus 
 
Cllr Roberts said there is no argument about this change from the PC however there is a 
discrepancy which shows the whole of the building as proposed.  Cllr Roberts has said this is 
a mistake but will be rectified as it's only a third of the building which has permission.   SCDC 
have confirmed this.  The Clerk to ask SCDC to provide a corrected drawing. 

4. Other Matters and Updates  
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
 
The meeting closed at 8:35pm    

**************************************** 

The minutes were agreed and signed. 

 

B) THE THRIPLOW TRIANGLE - MEETING WITH SHEPRETH PC 
The meeting has been set for Monday 22nd July at 2pm at Cambourne, with Shepreth PC, the 
Planning and Housing dept. 
 
C) THRIPLOW TRIANGLE ROAD NAME 
A suggestion of Marie Swan or The Triangle came from Cllrs.  'The Triangle' was proposed by 
Cllr Sunderland, seconded by Cllr Roberts and the majority agreed.  Clerk to let SCDC know. 

D) SCDC LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN UPDATE / ION SCIENCE APPLICATION 
Cllr Roberts thanked Cllr Peacock, Wragg and the Clerk for all their hard work.  The response 
was agreed by 8 out of 9 Cllr's by return, having been duly circulated to all and was then sent 
to SCDC (and has been acknowledged). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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Another point was the an objection had been put into the consultation exercise re the 
framework from the landowners, which gave strength to 68 houses going onto another part of 
the site, which clarified that it's not just a one-off exercise but is part of a more ambitious 
situation.   

Cllr Flynn said she is unable to receive email attachments.  

The Meeting was then opened to members of the public. 

Thomas Lucas would like to put forward a project for a skate park in Fowlmere - he has some 
early designs, taken from another skatepark in Surrey and would like to see something similar 
here.  At least 50-60 people who would be interested in it in Fowlmere, Thriplow and Newton 
costing at a guess of £30,000 to £60,000.  The National Lottery funded a similar set-up in 
Haslingfield.   

Cllr Roberts said there is funding available at SCDC but it is not sizeable.  The issue is the 
site, the VH land is used up and the PC don't own any other suitable areas.  The PC would 
talk it over, also see if the other villages have interest too.  Clerk to speak to the VH and see if 
funding could come from other PC's.  Mrs Lucas suggested the pepper-corn rent land that the 
Church has in the village? 

Mr Teasdale has comments on the minutes - Mr Teasdale has issue with the word 'issue' 
used in the May minutes - he has comments rather than issues.  Mr Teasdale is still waiting 
for a response from the PC that the tree has permission to have been moved to the location it 
has been moved to, in terms of the ducting etc underneath - did Lovell secure permission for it 
to be planted there?  The PC could not say so. 

Mr Teasdale asked if the PC know the make-up of the proposed footpath - Cllr Roberts 
suggested asking CCC. 

Mr Teasdale asked about the PC setting up a resident's e-mail notification as nothing has 
happened to gain access to e-mail addresses of residents.  He suggests the PC considers 
sending an e-mail around to the village to opt in to receiving e-mails.  Cllr Roberts said the 
Clerk is already working above and beyond her requirement and there is only so much can be 
achieved.  the PC is following good practice and do not need to send notes to all residents as 
Mr Teasdale suggests.  He feels this view is different to how he perceived it at the last 
meeting - he would like that minuted.  Cllr Roberts feels that Mr Teasdale is a lone voice.  Cllr 
Sunderland said it is not impossible to have a list and could be achieved and is in favour, as is 
Cllr Flynn.  Decisions cannot be taken now as it is not on the agenda.  If Mr Teasdale puts it in 
writing  it can go on the next agenda. 

Mr Teasdale wants clarification on the ion Science meeting.  Is he correct in understanding 
the only development that can take place is within the village envelope?  Cllr Roberts clarified 
that the policy remains the same until 2031. 

Mr Teasdale asked why the open period of the meeting is in the middle.  Cllr Roberts said it 
can be at any point in the meeting but this has worked well previously. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

7. BURIAL BOARD:. 
Another funeral is to take place next week.  The PC may need to consider that a notice needs 
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to be put up asking users of the cemetery to respect individual's privacy.  The Clerk also 
reported that some spoil has been left at the side of the cemetery, which they will keep an eye 
on. 
 

8. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
A) 2014 WORK 
Clerk to speak to Dave Salmons and Chris Wall about continuity in 2014. 
 
B) THE MOAT 
Bruce Hatton's report to be sent around as a round robin to all Cllr's. 
 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 

9. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:   
a) POST OFFICE FUNDING 
This was already discussed at the Finance Meeting. 

b) VILLAGE NOTICE BOARD 
Is there a need for a second village notice-board (the church one is being renewed)?  The PC 
to look for a suitable venue and discuss further at the next meeting.  

 
 

10. CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence list was noted.   
 
Cllr Roberts reported that japanese knotweed has been treated in the village. 
 
The Cllr's will keep an eye on the traffic situation turning into The Way... 
 
The Clerk to thank Mrs Eldred for her interest in the village and ask that she mustn't put 
herself in any danger with cleaning sign-posts etc. 
 
Re Melbourn Youth Club who have requested a further donation.  Cllr Roberts has said that 
she will attend the next meeting and hold on paying any donation at present as there currently 
aren't any children attending from Fowlmere. 
 
Re work needed doing on a fence in Ryecroft Lane - Clerk to say they need to contact the 
SCDC Housing Dept - Geoff Clark. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

11. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
 
Clerk to ask Mr Hall about the pump handle. 
 
Cllr Roberts said there has been interest in the Chequers from a family in the locality. 
  

 
 

12. OTHER MATTERS: 
 
Cllr Bottrill said the Ivy needs to be removed from the phone box opposite the Chequers, Clerk 
to ask Chris Wall 
 
There is no meeting in August so the next PC Meeting will be held on Tuesday 17th 
September at 7:30pm at the Chapel. 
 
The meeting closed at 8:40pm 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 17TH SEPTEMBER 2013 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman),  Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr M Sunderland  
  Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr Teasdale, Mr Parker 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr E O'Regan, Cllr J Peacock and Cllr N Webb 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 16TH JULY 2013: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:      
There are still concerns with the (lack of) enforcement at Dottrill Hall which will be passed to 
Cllr Topping. 

Cllr Wragg reported on item 6 (The Butts) and has made a correction to his Sat Nav and sent 
it off but obviously this is only one provider. 

The Ion Science planning application was acknowledged at SCDC as received but has not 
been on the agenda at the SCDC Planning Committee yet. 

The name 'The Triangle' is still under consultation at SCDC as a name for the new road. 

Cllr Roberts and Cllr Bearpark apologised for not being able to attend the Burial Board 
Meeting. 

Cllr Sunderland agreed to ask the church about how big they intend to have their new 
noticeboard as the PC could contribute.  Or an alternative suggestion is on the wall of The 
Swan - Clerk to ask if they would allow it. 

The brickwork at the bottom of the Fowlmere Sign (at the end of Chapel Lane) needs some 
attention (re-pointing).  Clerk to ask David Salmons. 

 
Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr 
Sunderland 
/ Clerk 

Clerk 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Topping attended the meeting and commented on the following issues: 

Dottrill Hall: 
Nothing has been heard back from the Enforcement Officers at SCDC, so he will chase that 
up as a priority. 

Mike Cooper has said that SCDC will maintain the pathway from Fowlmere to Thriplow.  Cllr 
Wragg advised that the path/road needs to be cleaned afterwards as there are many thorns 
left. 

Cllr Topping also advised that there is a scheme for Cycle racks to be provided for schools 
and although the school is sorted, it may be of use to the VH - he will obtain details. 

 

 

Cllr Topping 

 

 

 

Cllr Topping 
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PC's can bid for Highway Improvements.  County will increase the pot of money and the 
deadline is a way off.  Speeding is to be an agenda item at the next meeting. 

Long Lane needs additional 'refuges' for pedestrians - this is for further discussion at the next 
meeting.  The current bay needs maintaining - Cllr Topping to mention to Mike Cooper. 

The PC has concerns of the credibility of SCDC maintaining the protected verges well, and at 
the required time as it is a specialist job.  The PC will continue with their current contractor. 

There is no further news on the bus and the PC thanked County for providing a good leaflet 
which the PC delivered to every household. 

Clerk 

 
Cllr Topping 

6. COMMUNICATION WITH THE VILLAGE: 
A) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN MEETINGS 
Cllr Roberts reported that this came from a question by Mr Teasdale about an additional 
stream of information to communicate with the village.  The PC currently uses the actual 
meetings, the notice-board, the web-site, the Fowlmere and Thriplow News (and occasional 
leaflets for key issues) when communicating with the public.  She is unaware of any other 
local Council that does anything in addition to this and her feelings are that an additional 
avenue is not needed as nothing 'different' can go on it, as the PC can only share the minutes 
etc once agreed.  Cllr Roberts also feels that the PC is in danger of alienating residents who 
don't have a computer. 

Cllr Bearpark, Cllr Flynn are in agreement.  Cllr Wragg said that nobody should be put at a 
disadvantage and leafleting is a good way of reaching everyone on key points. 

The web-site could have a series of links to the SCDC web-site ie planning and the text from 
the FATN could be on a new notice-board.  The PC will improve what they offer via the notice-
board but an inner circle mailing list would present more problems. 

Cllr Roberts would like to tighten up the public participation part of the meeting as sometimes 
the PC cannot provide the necessary answers to public questions without some research and 
especially if large numbers attend.  At SCDC Full Council, questions need to sent in, in 
writing, in advance.  In SCDC Planning Meetings there is a 3 minute time limit as well. 

If there are specific questions it is helpful to receive them in advance as they can be 
researched and put in the agenda by sending them in writing/e-mailed to the Clerk a week 
before the meeting - this needs to be added to the agenda as a standard line.   

This of course does not stop people coming to comment or prevent last minute 'emergency' 
issues. 

The time limit would be trialled as five minutes, to see how it works.  A conversation 
afterwards  can take longer than a few minutes and can run on.  

The PC meeting is for the villagers of the parish but Cllr Roberts questioned how this affects 
non-residents from the village.  And should participation be restricted to just residents?  This 
needs guidance from SCDC.  Cllr Wragg said this has implications on a resident's vote for 
example.  Clerk to ask SCDC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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Cllr Roberts proposed to improve what the PC offers via an additional notice-board and to trial 
a 5 minute time limit if required - all agreed. 

7. PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
A) PLANNING MINUTES FROM 16TH JULY & 3RD SEPTEMBER 2013: 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORM CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE 

ON TUESDAY 16TH JULY 2013 AT 7:15PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman),  Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P 
Flynn, Cllr E O'Regan, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland and Mrs J 
Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  There were apologies from Cllr Webb and Cllr Wragg 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr Teasdale, Mr & Mrs Hollway 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District 
Council she will approach any new information afresh. 

2. S/1299/13/FL 
Replacement outbuilding inc garage, bedroom, bathroom 
Field House, Thriplow Road, Fowlmere 
Mr and Mrs R Hollway 
 
The Parish Council have no objections, it is not detrimental to the area, it will be an 
improvement to a historic listed building and it will not overshadow or impinge on neighbouring 
properties. 

3. S/1276/13/DC  - For Information Only - Revised Plans Received 
Discharge of conditions 6 (parking and turning), 7 (foul water drainage) and 8 (surface water 
drainage) of planning permission reference S/2521/11 
Deans Farm, Shepreth Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
Louise Theobald, Acorus 

The Parish Council noted the correction 

4. S/1048/13/FL  - For Information Only - Permission Granted 
Two storey extension to dwelling 
Robin Cottage, Long Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TA 
Mr and Mrs James and Fiona Kidd 

The Parish Council noted the decision. 

5. Other Matters and Updates  
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
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There was nothing further for discussion. 
 
The meeting closed at 7:25pm    

**************************************** 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY'S CHURCH, FOWLMERE ON 

TUESDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER 2013 AT 7:00PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr J Peacock, 
Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  There were apologies from Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr E O'Regan and Cllr N 
   Webb 

IN ATTENDANCE: There was no one in attendance. 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District 
Council she will approach any new information afresh. 

2. C/11/40/029 
Application to undertake work on trees situated within a Conservation Area. 
5 Aldous Court, Fowlmere 
Mrs L Mawson 
 
The Parish Council has no objections but requires a replacement as specified, in accordance 
with the Tree Officers' views from SCDC. 

3. S/1638/13/FL 
Application for a new planning permission to replace extant planning permission reference 
S/0964/10/F 
Sparrows Lodge, Green Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7QP 
Dr Nigel Ramsden 
 
The Parish Council has no objections to this application 

4. S/1299/13/FL  - For Information only - permission granted (with amendments) 
Replacement outbuilding inc garage, bedroom, bathroom 
Field House, Thriplow Road, Fowlmere 
Mr and Mrs R Hollway  
 
The Parish Council noted the amendment and decision 

5. Other Matters and Updates  
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 

Cllr Roberts asked for an 'Update on the Chequers and Queen's Head' to be included as well 
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as 'Public Participation' on the main PC agenda for September. 

Cllr Roberts has received a draft design statement re the development of the Chequers which 
can be viewed at the next meeting but it is for information only as it is not yet a formal 
planning application. 

Cllr Bottrill asked for 'Trees at The Green (High Street)' to go on the next agenda. 
 
The meeting closed at 7:30pm    

************************************************** 

The minutes were agreed and signed. 

B) THE CHEQUERS AND THE QUEEN'S HEAD 
Cllr Roberts has received, as District Cllr, information concerning possible plans for the 
Chequers, reopening as a public house / possible shop / possible bed and breakfast.  The 
Clerk will keep it on the files as it is not for discussion until it becomes a formal planning 
application.  Cllr Roberts has not responded to it and SCDC has a copy.  The Conservation 
Officer at SCDC has said that building at the rear of the property has not been allowed in the 
past.    

The Queen's Head has been sold and work is taking place there which is good progress. 

The Meeting was then opened to members of the public. 

Mr Teasdale asked about the VH.  Cllr Wragg reported that the Sports and Social club 
returned the signed but amended agreement.  A letter has been sent back with some 
amendments adopted, although some they have suggested are unacceptable but things are 
progressing. 

Mr Teasdale also asked about the availability of the minutes which have not been returned 
from SCDC (ref Thriplow Triangle Affordable Housing Allocation) taken by Uzma Ali.  They 
need to be circulated - the Clerk to chase.  There is a financial shortfall of about £100,000 to 
have all as 'rental only' units which is why 50% are part-buy.  The HA said that Government 
grants have simply dried up.  They, the Housing Association, feel that 5 part buy units would 
be achievable.  They will also arrange for a site day, along with a financial advisor present.  
The PC expressed their disappointment but there were no other options for progression.  The 
minutes could be shared once obtained. 

Mr Teasdale would like the villagers to be more involved in community matters which is his 
reason for asking the PC to share more information and this view is shared by Mr Parker who 
attended the meeting.  He said that 'push' mechanisms are better than a 'passive' 
involvement.  It makes sure everyone is in contact but appreciates that the decision has been 
made but perhaps this could be revisited at a later date.  If there was a high rate of e-mail 
usage in the village it would give the PC a better platform for sharing information that way. 

It was mentioned that the Thriplow network is very good but an external volunteer really needs 
to be in place to maintain this level of community inclusion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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8. BURIAL BOARD:. 
A) BURIAL BOARD MEETING 
 
It was suggested that more could be used of the Chapel building, after all it has light and heat.  
The PC would save money if meetings were held there. 
 
The building is secure and watertight now following work to the roof but it needs a final spring 
clean to smarten it up and a date needs to be arranged, PC members to bring mop, bucket, 
dusters etc. 
 
A free standing shelving unit should be purchased to hold PC work, which could 
accommodate plastic boxes (instead of the flimsy cardboard boxes) with lids to keep 
paperwork in.  Dave Salmons could assemble the shelves and attach to the wall for support. 
 
Agreement was reached as to how far plots could be used along the lhs of the Chapel (Mill 
Road) creating a much wider path under the trees to avoid the roots when digging.  It was 
suggested taking plots to the line of the rear of the chapel.  This would then be match on the 
rhs of the Chapel, but they would be sold as half plots for cremated remains. 
 
It was suggested that a time limit is set (3-5 years?) for selling plots as 'reservations' in the 
existing cemetery.  The date needs to be well advertised.  After that time, the existing 
cemetery should be filled up with 'immediate' burials', with reservations going into the 
extension in order to fill up the existing lhs to match the completed look of the existing rhs. 
 
There is currently a reservation along the far rhs of the cemetery which is very near to large 
tree roots and whilst nothing can be done to alter this booking (made several years ago) there 
are other alternatives which could be suggested and need further discussion. 
 
A pathway was identified for linking the new extension to the existing.  It will mean access is 
over a grave which is unmanned, with no headstone, that is over 80 years old.  It was 
suggested linking the two area with a small sloped ornamental bridge.  This means the tree-
roots aren't disturbed which are currently growing on a ridge above ground level and yet still 
providing a ramped access for people, rather than steps. 
 
It was suggested that the new extension is planned in stages.  The main path to run from the 
gate to the far end, along the canopy of the trees.  The first stage to be nearest to the gate, 
with the stones facing the same way as the existing cemetery, formed in blocks of five plots by 
5 rows and then a pathway and only under agreement of the PC is the 2nd stage released 
(another 5 plots by 5 rows) etc, working along the length of the extension. 
 
It was suggested that the new cemetery does not use tree planting in the same way as the 
existing cemetery, to avoid the problem of the root system.  Instead, the hedge that is now 
well settled could be allowed to grow to a reasonable height to provide some shade and wind 
cover and planted rose-beds could provide added interest. 
 
It was suggested to seek advice from Lamorna re planting.  Cllr Sunderland also suggested a 
new area for cremated remains is included. 
 
All of this discussions are at an early stage and will continue over the coming months. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk / all 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

9. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
A) TREES AT THE GREEN 
Several Cllr's have commented on the fallen branches from the trees at The Green, High 
Street.  They have been moved to the side, against the boundary but it is obvious that tree 
maintenance needs to happen.  The Clerk to write to say that in the view of what has occurred 
please could they have the trees surveyed (those those bordering his property and any public 
areas) as some branches have come down in a public area and could cause a serious 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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accident. 
 
Protected verges - it is now appropriate to cut the verges and a working party (to be organised 
by Phil Rickets) to clear the arisings.  Mill Lane needs more attention than the road to the 
A505.  Clerk to find out the date for the next cut and thank SCDC but say that Fowlmere will 
continue to maintain it.  Clerk to also put an update in the FATN and keep Phil Ricketts 
informed. 
 
Cllr Roberts to ask Mr Onslow for advice on taking the arisings, and also Mr Salmons Snr. 
 
The Clerk to continue with allocating gardening / maintenance work within the village. 
 
Cllr Wragg to look at the work on the Moat and it is to go on the October agenda for decision 
and progression. 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Cllr Roberts 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 

10. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:   
a) SKATEPARK ENQUIRY:  
Mrs Lucas was not at the meeting to discuss this further as planned.  The Clerk had sought 
opinion from several other Parish Councils and also spoken to the Village Hall but as 
momentum seemed lacking in the village it was agreed that there would be better ways of 
supporting older children in the village, such as outdoor gym equipment / Table Tennis table, 
which would be achievable with current funds.  Clerk to investigate the cost. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

11. CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence list was noted.  
 
It was agreed to support the request from SCDC for planting wildflowers in two places in the 
village (Clerk to mention this in the FATN). 
 
It was agreed to put the Fowlmere Map on the Finance Agenda for agreement and 
progression. 
  
It was also suggested a reminder is made in the next FATN for residents to secure properly, 
oil tanks etc over the winter months. 
 
In response to a request for a resident who has asked to be reimbursed for a chipped plastic 
trough in his garden following fallen detritus from a tree in the Moat, the PC ask that he makes 
a formal written application to the Finance Committee of the PC, with evidence of the value of 
a like-for-like replacement and a brief statement of the reason for seeking the payment..  
 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

12. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
 

 
 

13. OTHER MATTERS: 
A) UPDATE ON DUXFORD 
Cllr Wragg was unable to attend the last meeting so there is nothing to report. 
 
The date of the next PC meeting is Tuesday 15th October at 7:30pm at the Chapel (with a 
short Finance Meeting beforehand). 
 
The meeting closed at 9:30pm 
  

 
 
 

 



1 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 15TH OCTOBER 2013 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman),  Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E O'Regan,    
  Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Dr Howe 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Peacock and Cllr N Webb 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 17TH SEPTEMBER 2013: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:      
There were no matters arising not on the agenda. 

 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Topping did not attend the meeting. 

 

6. TRAFFIC IN FOWLMERE: 
Dr Christopher Howe attended the village after contacting the Clerk with concerns about 
speeding in the village. He introduced himself and said that he lives in Long Lane and has 
lived in Fowlmere for 20 years and is increasing concerned about the traffic through the 
village.  There are 2 problems - the amount of traffic, in particular HGV's (at all times of day) 
cutting through the village - is this perhaps due to sat-nav re-directions.  Also the roads are in 
a poor state of repair and is concerned about the tunnel under the High Street.  Speed is also 
a real issue, going much faster that 30mph.  Other residents at the 'exits' of the village are 
also concerned.  Speed checks have produced some statistics - 8% of cars go over 30mph 
but this was taken in the centre of the village, it will be worse at the edges.  85% leave the 
village at 39mph or more.  The potential effects on a pedestrian collision is huge - 5% chance 
of being killed at 30mph and 50% at 40mph.  What can be done?  He would like the Council to 
take some action and is very willing to help out. 

The PC agreed with the comments raised by Dr Howe.  It was agreed that Cllr Topping should 
speak to the County Council.  The flashing speed lights are perhaps not much of a deterrent.  
The CC would need to give the go-ahead for any new speed restrictions.  Is there an available 
budget to upgrade the flashing signs to radar speed signs - Cllr Topping to check. 

It was also suggested that the condition of the tunnel needs to be checked as this could be a 
good point of persuasion.  Can vehicles over a certain weight be banned - linked to the tunnel.  
It should be listed as a heritage asset.  Clerk to also raise this with Peter and he may need to 
bring a CCC representative to the next meeting with proposals and idea of money available in 
the budget for the coming years for this work. 

Cllr Wragg agreed and says most villages have this problem and it's often residents who 
speed as well.  Speed bumps are costly and cause damage to cars.  A camera which gives 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Topping 
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you your speed is better.  There are now 'Police Commissioners' in Cambridge and they 
should be approached for answers on how to reduce speeding in villages.  Speeding is a low 
priority for the Police yet points on the licence and fines will change the behaviour of people 
speeding. 

Dr Howe added that Cllr Topping had speeding in villages on his manifesto and he needs to 
stick to this commitment. 

7. PARISH COUNCIL LIAISON MEETING (SCDC): 
Cllr Wragg attended this meeting and reported that SCDC and Cambs City have been asked 
to contribute to work on the A14 but the cost is getting on for 1 Billion pounds and Cllr Wragg 
says this is tantamount to bullying and if one party doesn't pay then the project could be in 
danger of being shelved. 

Clerk to share the minutes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

8. PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
A) PLANNING MINUTES FROM 17TH SEPTEMBER 2013: 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORM CHURCH, FOWLMERE ON TUESDAY 

17TH SEPTEMBER 2013 AT 7:15PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr M 
Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  There were apologies from Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E O'Regan, Cllr J  
   Peacock and Cllr N Webb.  

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr W Teasdale, Mr Parker.  

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District 
Council she will approach any new information afresh. 

2. C/11/40/029 
Application to undertake work on trees situated within a Conservation Area. 
Fowlmere House, High Street, Fowlmere 
Dr Follows 
 
The Parish Council support this application but as ever, take on board the views of the SCDC 
Conservation Officer. 

3. Other Matters and Updates  
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 

The Elm on the area at the mouth of Ryecroft Lane is leaning but seems quite healthy.  Clerk 
to ask Acacia to look when they are doing work in the village. 
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The Clerk advised of the dates of tree work undertaken by Acacia in the village - at the end of 
October.  

Cllr Roberts gave an update on the bungalow at The Way (lhs) - work has stopped because of 
an issue with ground water while they reconsider their options. 

The meeting closed at 7:27pm    

************************************************** 

The minutes were agreed and signed. 

The Meeting was then opened and closed to members of the public. 

9. BURIAL BOARD:. 
There is nothing further to report.  One plot is still in need of payment part payment has been 
made (there are extenuating circumstance.)  The Clerk to write to say that all payments need 
to be finalised by 30th November and after that date, part payment will be returned. 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 

10. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
Cllr Flynn asked again about the tree at the junction of Ryecroft Lane and Isons Close.  The 
Tree Officer visited it last year and has said the tree, although oddly shaped, is fine. 
 
Re the protected verges - we will be let known the date of the cut in due course and Cllr 
Roberts has a possible contact with a small tractor / trailer in Foxton (Richard Barnes) who 
could help collect the arisings. 
 
The grass at St Mary's / Savile Way was cut very shortly and has taken the surface off.  It 
needs to be raised with Hardys. 
 
The Clerk has met with Hardys about their taking on some additional work in the village when 
Chris Wall stops. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

11. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:   
There was nothing further to discuss, following the earlier meeting. 

 
 

12. CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence list was noted.   
 
Re the affordable housing meeting held at SCDC in July about the increased split between 
rented and part-buy properties, the minutes have been made available at SCDC and a copy 
can be obtained from the Clerk if so desired. 
 
Clerk to let the school, URC and St Mary's know about a recent spate of Village Hall break-ins 
(VH have already been alerted)   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

13. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
  

 
 

14. OTHER MATTERS: 
Cllr Roberts reported on the Village Hall AGM where several Cllr's attended.  The PC has 
been enormously impressed with their fundraising efforts and they have turned a very bad 
situation around to a very positive one.  Cllr Roberts and Cllr O'Regan to share the role as VH 
PC representative. 
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The Clerk was asked to report the state of the road in Jackson's Way and also at the mouth of 
Dovehouse Close where the drains keep blocking up.  Clerk to chase up the white lines again 
at the mouth of the road from Foxton into Cambridge Road. 
 
Clerk to circulate the list of 2014 meetings to all Cllrs. 
 
The date of the next PC meeting is Tuesday 19th November at 7:30pm at the Chapel. 
 
The meeting closed at 8:50pm 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 19TH NOVEMBER 2013 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman),  Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr M   
  Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr and Mrs Nolasco, Mr Teasdale, Cllr T Neal, Mr S Lester, Mr M Bates  

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E O'Regan and Cllr N Webb,   

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 15TH OCTOBER 2013: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:      
There were no matters arising not on the agenda. 

 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Topping attended the meeting and gave the following report: 

"County councillor's report 
Speeding in the village: 
I contacted David Lines, who is now the best person to talk to regarding these matters, rather 
than Mike Cooper, following the re-organisation of the highways dept.  
 
David Lines indicated that any further speed limiting proposals would need to be run past the 
police who would want to understand the scale of the issue - and commitment required in 
terms of enforcement - before supporting any proposals. This would usually be in the form of a 
speed survey. 
 
I went through the helpful Sgt Sandra Davidson at Sawston to the County police traffic 
officers.  
 
They have advised they could not do a survey this side of Christmas, and commented: 
 
"As and when a survey is arranged, we may supply a summary of results which is free. A full 
report is £300 per box and @£150 for each one thereafter. Due to the high demand of 
requests such as these, some justification is also sought. By that I mean the local officer or 
PCSO conducting a 100 vehicle silent (covert) radar check to identify if there is a particular 
issue in any case. That at least gives a good indication and  start off the process. The P 
Council could also request this be done by Cambs County C. and throw in a 'bid' so that the 
highway authority promotes the traffic order as well - which they must do in any case and be 
supported by them.  Is there a collision history here that is speed related and what (if any) 
other measures are proposed to encourage compliance ?  
 
My suggestion is that (a) the parish asks their sector police to conduct the silent survey 
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described above to assess the situation (the PCSOs can do this). (b) the parish uses the local 
traffic initiative bidding process - bids have to be in by 4th December - to apply for a 20mph 
zone in the village (c) we need to understand the history - though it isnt always the case that 
there has to be a history of collisions and accidents for improvements to be made. 
 
Tunnel effect issue: 
I cant get David Lines to the parish council meeting, but I have discussed with David a site 
meeting to review the tunnel and its effects on the road at the centre of the village - I suggest 
that the parish clerk fixes the date with David and whoever else needs to be there. I can be 
there but it would have to be a Friday, or at a pinch a Tuesday. 
 
Dottrell Hall 
I have also chased up the enforcement re Dottrell Hall. County replied: 
 
As a significant volume of wood waste remains on the land the landowner has been advised in 
writing that the County Council intends to prosecute the matter through the courts.  The case 
file has been largely completed and passed to the legal team for consideration.  A summons 
will be issued once legal are satisfied that sufficient evidence has been provided to secure a 
conviction and that prosecution of the landowner would be in the public interest.  
 
I spoke to Andrew Greenwood about progress. A site inspection with a surveyor (Mr Green) is 
taking place today. I will advise at the meeting as getting to be sub judice. Andrew has offered 
to call Cllr Roberts to explain. Environment Agency involved. " 

Clerk to write and express their dismay at the lack of progress of the alleged offences at 
Dottrell Hall and ask for the date when the legal work will be complete - via Cllr Topping. 

Clerk to progress the issue of the tunnel after Christmas and keep Dr Howe informed.  Clerk 
to ask the Police to conduct the silent survey. 

Cllr Topping said that the site (Dottrill Hall) was reviewed today and the expert opinion will 
provide details of the costs of removal, which should counteract any potential argument from 
the defendant - the legal process really is near completion - he is hopeful within the month. 

Cllr Topping said a bid really needs to go in by 4th December (he will send the contact at the 
police who needs to conduct the silent survey).  Clerk to send through details of the bid 
initiative to all Cllrs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

Clerk 

 

 

 

Clerk 

6. TRAFFIC IN FOWLMERE: 
This item will be updated at the December meeting, following the input from Cllr Topping.   

 
 
 

7. UPDATE ON THE VILLAGE HALL 
Cllr Roberts asked that the meeting is opened to the Chairman of the VH Committee.  Cllr 
Roberts gave a summary of the background of the problems with the Social Club, which has 
been documented in previous minutes.   

Mr Bates said that a version of the agreement between the VH and the Social Club had been 
'signed' with changes which the VH Committee could not agree to.  Since then, there has 
been very little progress and the latest document has not been returned and the SC has 

 
 



3 

 

accumulated debts in excess of £2500.  On the basis of that, the VH Committee decided to 
bring the matter to a conclusion as the SC is in breach of agreement in several ways.  Cllr 
Bates read out the latest correspondence which will be held on the PC Notice Board too. 

The Social Club have been sent the letter via various means, including Recorded Delivery.  Mr 
Bates has received an e-mail which shows that the Chairman has resigned, giving a weeks 
notice. 

Mr Bates seeks the support of the PC to take the situation further with a Solicitor (Hewitsons, 
Newmarket Road, Cambridge) and help financially.  Recent fundraising events reflect the 
ongoing commitment of those on the VH Committee who are doing their absolute best to 
support the VH.  The situation with the Social Club cannot be allowed to continue as it 
breaches Charity Commission rules. 

Cllr Roberts commended Mr Bates for his and the efforts of the Committee to try and resolve 
this situation.  In principle, the PC can help financially and fully support the action taken.  Cllr 
Roberts suggests that the PC agree to pay half of the cost, up to a total of £200 from the PC, 
Cllr Peacock proposed, Cllr Bottrill seconded and all agreed to this.  This is reasonable to get 
the action going. 

8. PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
A) PLANNING MINUTES FROM 15TH OCTOBER AND 6TH NOVEMBER 2013: 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORM CHURCH, FOWLMERE ON TUESDAY 

15TH OCTOBER 2013 AT 7:00PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E O'Regan, 
Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  There were apologies from  Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Peacock and Cllr N 
   Webb 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr Winter 

1 Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District 
Council she will approach any new information afresh. 

2. S/1924/13/FL 
Single storey front and side extension 
27 Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7SB 
Mr and Mrs R & J Barker 
 
The Parish Council have no objections as there is adequate room on the site and will blend in.  
It is not over-looking and will not result in any loss of amenity for any neighbours. 

3. S/1966/13/VC 
Removal of condition 4 on planning permission number S/2521/11 restricting retail use to 
allow unrestricted retail use. 
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Deans Farm, Shepreth Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
Mr and Mrs T Deans 
 
Cllr Roberts cannot see any part of the land involved in this application from her own property, 
so in light of previous advice from the Monitoring Officer at SCDC, no declaration of interest is 
required. 
 
Fowlmere Parish Council cannot support this very 'open' application which is wholly against 
established SCDC Planning Policy (SF/5 Retailing in the Countryside).  The application has 
no evidence of exceptional circumstances.  It should be noted that the PC also read the 
Inspector's appeal decision from the previous related application which also clarifies this 
decision.  If SCDC disagree with this view, Fowlmere PC requests that the application is taken 
to the next SCDC Planning Committee for decision.  (Cllr Wragg to attend on behalf of the PC 
if necessary).   

4. C/11/40/029 
Application to undertake work on trees situated within a Conservation Area 
The Queen's Head Public House 
Mrs S Tobin 
 
The Parish Council has no objections to this application (as none of the trees have TPO's on 
them), as long as the Tree Officer at SCDC is in agreement.  The PC welcome the clearance 
on the road side as this has been requested previously by the school. 

5. S/2017/13/FL 
Child's playhouse 2.4m x 2.24m timber 
11, Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7SA 
Mr Mark Winter 
 
The Parish Council have no objections to this application.  It is not a problem to any 
neighbouring properties and will fit in with the area with no loss of amenity for the neighbours. 

6. S/1895/13/VC 
Relocation of building on plot 
Land West of the Way, Fowlmere 
Mr Peter Cox, Breathe Architecture Ltd 
 
Fowlmere Parish Council objected to the original application for this plot, and continues to 
object strongly to this application.   
 
In addition to the reasons not to grant the original application, a very major water problem on 
the site became apparent this Summer. Fowlmere PC considers that it is wrong to give 
approval to such sites.  There is a significant underground 'flow' of water here which could 
have a serious impact on neighbouring properties.   The residents in the neighbouring houses 
to this site have been put through a very long and miserable time because of the protracted 
attempts at remedial work, and the Parish Council considers that the planning authority has a 
duty of care to these people.   They should not be subjected to further noise, dirt and vibration 
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in the attempt to develop an unsuitable site. 

7. S/1638/13/FL  For Information Only - Permission granted 
Application for a new planning permission to replace extant planning permission reference 
S/0964/10/F 
Sparrows Lodge, Green Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7QP 
Dr Nigel Ramsden 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision 

8. S/1896/13/DC  For information only 
Discharge of condition 7 of planning ref S/1896/13/DC 
The Nurseries, The Way, Fowlmere 
Mr Peter Cox, Breathe Architecture Ltd  
 
The Parish Council noted the amendment 

9. Other Matters and Updates  

Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
 
Cllr Flynn asked that if a house has been used for residential purposes and then is changed to 
an office, does it need permission from SCDC.  Cllr Roberts to ask at SCDC. 
 
The meeting closed at 7:50pm    

**************************************************************** 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY'S CHURCH, FOWLMERE ON 

WEDNESDAY 6TH NOVEMBER 2013 AT 7:30PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr J 
Peacock and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  There were apologies from  Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E O'Regan, Cllr M  
   Sunderland, Cllr N Webb and Cllr L Wragg. 

IN ATTENDANCE: There was no one in attendance. 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District 
Council she will approach any new information afresh. 

2. S/2113/13/FL 
Roof mounted solar PV system 
North Farm House, North Farm, Long Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 
7TG 
Mr Garry Collis 
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Although she has no declarable interest Cllr Roberts thought it best to leave the meeting for 
this item, as the applicant is a very near neighbour and so she would take no part in the 
debate or decision.  Cllr Roberts left the meeting at 7:35pm. 
 
The Parish Council supports this application as it has no overbearing impact on neighbouring 
properties. 
 
Cllr Roberts returned to the meeting at 7:40pm 

3. S/2030/13/FL 
Single storey rear extension 
10 Champions Close, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7TR 
Mr G Titmus 
 
The Parish Council has no objections to this application, as it is very small, fits in well with the 
property and is not detrimental to the neighbours. 

4. S/1924/13/FL - For Information Only - Permission Granted 
Single storey front and side extension 
27 Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7SB 
Mr and Mrs R & J Barker 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision. 

5. S/1249/13/FL - For Information only - Notice of inclusion on the next SCDC Planning 
Meeting 
New offices, research & production facilities with associated car parking and landscaping 
Land to the south of, The Butts Business Centre, The Butts, Fowlmere 
Mr Duncan Johns, Ion Science 
 
The PC reported that Cllr Bearpark had attended on behalf of Fowlmere PC, having been 
given majority support to do so.  Cllr Peacock and Cllr Bottrill also attended as Parish Council 
representatives. 
 
The SCDC Planning Meeting happened today and the application was rejected.  This will be 
explained in more detail at the next full Fowlmere Parish Council meeting (19th November 
2013). 
 
6. Other Matters and Updates  
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
 
The meeting closed at 7:50pm    

 
************************************************** 

The minutes were agreed and signed. 
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B) GREEN LANE 
The Clerk read out an e-mail from Cambridge Road residents who live along the side of Green 
Lane where work is being done to the road which has removed their grass verge and is 
turning the road into a mud-bath.  The PC cannot do much about replacing the verge or 
cleaning the wall as this needs to be resolved directly with the landowner (Clerk to advise).  It 
does however raise questions about how the track is being used.  Ion Science use this access 
for several spaces, separately to their main parking space.   

Clerk to ask SCDC if Ion Science have to exclusively use The Way, under their planning 
conditions.  Also it is a potential blind entrance, so Highways may need to be involved.  Clerk 
to also ask Cllr Topping to ask CCC to look at it from a traffic perspective, as it is lorries as 
well as cars using the lane.  It was very difficult for the residents at Sparrows Lodge to pass 
down the lane, which turned into a mud-bath in the bad weather. 

The Meeting was then opened to members of the public. 

Mr Lester (a Fowlmere School Governor) attended the meeting to make the PC aware that the 
school were approached by County with a sum of money to create a 'teaching space' - so he 
is notifying the PC that a planning application will be imminent and would welcome the PC 
support. 

Cllr Roberts asked if it's a listed building (it is) and checked they have been speaking to the 
Conservation Dept at SCDC.  If the Conservation Dept aren't happy, they will refuse it so she 
urged them to work in tandem to reach agreement.  Mr Lester said that David Easthope has 
been helpful with advice. Cllr Roberts said that as a PC, we cannot give an opinion until an 
application has been seen but thanked him for the information.  Cllr Roberts, as District Cllr 
will ask Conservation to help the school by suggesting what they need, with some speed. 

Mr Nolasco would like to raise the subject of the ditches in the village.  The risk of flooding is 
considerably increased because the ditches are appearing as blocked and in a bad state of 
repair, and the PC should lobby SCDC or landowner to undertake the work.  The PC should 
also set aside a sum of money to undertake this work if it is not done properly. 

Cllr Roberts said the PC do not have ownership, therefore responsibility and SCDC have 
responsibility for the Wallington Brook, the only adopted watercourse.  Clerk to contact SCDC 
again to ask for it to be cleared, via CCC web-site.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Roberts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 

9. BURIAL BOARD:. 
The Clerk mentioned the interments of Gladys Oak and Doris Short which had occurred that 
month.  There were also several stones to be put in. 
 
The Clerk explained how letters had been sent to the people who had reserves plots at the 
cemetery but not yet paid for them, stating the date of 30th November as the time all payment 
needs to be received. 
 
Cllr's are to meet at 10am on Monday 25th November to clean out the Cemetery Chapel. 
 
The Cllr's are happy to progress with the chapel cupboards and will confirm this at the 
December meeting once the Clerk confirms which budget area the money is to come from. 
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10. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 

Hardy's said they would raise the height of the mower to prevent further too-short grass 
cutting next year 
. 
Cllr Bottrill to speak to the resident alongside the alleyway in Chapel Lane about the wood 
which is piles up against his flimsy fence which could easily give way. 
 
There has been no sign of the cutting of the protected verges - Clerk to chase. 
 
Clerk to start the process of securing 3 quotes for doing the necessary work to the Moat trees.  
The PC felt there was no need to sign the agreement which they were not wanting to take part 
in, so that will not happen.  It was suggested going to Acacia, Easterns and Shires 
 

 
 
 
 
Cllr Bottrill 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 

11. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:  
 

Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Finance and General Purposes 
Committee held in the School Room, URC, Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, Tuesday 15th October 

2013 at 7:00pm. 

Present:     Cllr O’Regan (Chair), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr D Roberts, Cllr 
 M Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk).   

1. Apologies for absence 
 Apologies were received from Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Peacock and Cllr N Webb 
 
 2. Minutes of previous meeting/Matters Arising 
 The previous minutes of 16th July 2013 had already been agreed and signed at a previous PC 
meeting 
 
Review of income and expenditure. 
a) Audit Update 
The Clerk reported that the Audit has been passed. 
 
b) Village Map 
The PC agreed to proceed with this and agreed a maximum budget of £500, proposed by Cllr 
Wragg, seconded by Cllr Sunderland and all agreed. 
 
3. Precept 
No further information on the precept at this time of year. The Clerk will prepare the next 
budget with a 3% increase to view at the November PC meeting. 
 
4. Trees, Grass and Hedges 
a) Moat Trees 
The cost of tree work needs to be reflected in the next precept. 
 
5. Future Projects 
a) Table-tennis Table 
Money could be set aside for a project such as this.  Outdoor gym equipment should also be 
considered, as should finance towards speeding signs or similar in the village. 
   
6. Other Matters 
The Friendship Club has requested a  donation towards their Xmas dinner, which the PC have 
always supported.  It was agreed to support them again as long as a copy of their accounts 
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could be seen - decision to be taken in November at the PC meeting. 
   
7. Date of next meeting 
There were no other matters and the meeting closed at 7:10pm.   
 
The date of the next meeting will be 21st January 2014 at 7:00pm, prior to the PC Meeting at 
the URC, Chapel Lane. 

 
 

****************************************** 
 
The minutes were agreed and signed 
 
 A) DONATION TO FRIENDSHIP CLUB AND BRITISH LEGION 
Cllr Bearpark declared an interest in the British Legion.  Cllr Wragg proposed and Cllr Bottrill 
seconded and all agreed to pay £250 to the Fowlmere Friendship Club for their Annual 
Christmas Dinner and £50 to the Royal British Legion for the Remembrance Wreath.  Cllr 
Roberts thanks Cllr Peacock for presenting the wreath at the ceremony in the village. 
 
B) PRECEPT UPDATE 
Cllr Wragg will just round the figures to the nearest £10 and then the precept can be 
submitted.  The increase is less than 3%, ie inflational.  Cllr Wragg proposed, Cllr Sunderland 
seconded and all agreed to the submission.  Further tree work at the Moat in 2014 can be 
temporarily covered from money from reserves if necessary. 
 
C) DAVE SALMON'S QUOTES 
The re-pointing of the village sign in Chapel Lane will be £150.00  Clerk to check if that is to 
include re-sealing it too.  Cllr Bottrill proposed, Cllr Bearpark seconded and all agreed to 
proceed with the work.   

Clerk to contact CCC re the faded ancient milestone opposite the mouth of Ryecroft Lane. 

Clerk to contact CCC over the awful state of the potholes in Mill Road. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 

12. CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence list was noted. 
 
 It was agreed that the Chair's allowance would be paid once Cllr O'Regan is back to 
countersign the cheque with Cllr Wragg.  (The Clerk said a get-well card had been sent to Cllr 
O'Regan on behalf of all the Cllrs) 
 
It was suggested that a fourth signatory should be added to the account in the New year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
  
Re a new pump handle - it was suggested approaching a blacksmith who might want to make 
one as a 'teaching project' ie low cost. 
 
Cllr Roberts reported that the house being used as a business in Jackson's Close has been 
visited by SCDC and they have assured them that this will not continue. 

 
 
 
Clerk 

14. OTHER MATTERS: 
Cllr Roberts reported that SCDC received a complaint against her from the MD of Ion Science 
in relation to conduct at the public meeting and other aspects.  SCDC have looked at the 
situation and supporting documentation and the complaint has been thrown out by SCDC.  
Cllr Wragg said that is a satisfactory outcome. 

 
 
 
 
 



10 

 

 
Cllr Bottrill attended a transport briefing at SCDC and the 31 bus route was mentioned.  
County are trying to save 40% of the budget and they have produced a questionnaire to 
assess need.  Residents of Fowlmere need to complete this to help preserve the 31 bus.  The 
Clerk to send the draft questionnaire to all Cllr's for any immediate suggestions (incl a freepost 
or online option for responding).  The Cllr's will deliver the final version. 
 
Cllr Peacock and Bottrill also suggested producing a leaflet in the new year of village 
information for people new to the village.  Cllr Peacock offered to collate the information, if all 
Cllr's could think about what needs to go in it. 
 
The date of the next PC meeting is Tuesday 17th December at 7:30pm at the Chapel. 
 
The meeting closed at 9:05pm 
  

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Peacock 
and All Cllrs 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 17TH DECEMBER 2013 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Chairman),  Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr P Flynn, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright  
  (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Dr Howe, Mr Neale, Cllr Topping 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Apologies were received from Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr E O'Regan, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr M 
Sunderland and Cllr N Webb,   

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared.   

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 19TH NOVEMBER 2013: 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:      
There were no matters arising not on the agenda. 

 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Topping attended the meeting and gave the following report: 
 
"Cycleway - I met with the County Council Cycleways Manager over the plans to build 
cycleways along the A505 connecting Whittlesford Rail station to the Abingtons. I have also 
been emailed by an Essex County Councillor about how to link Hinxton to Gt Chesterford by 
cycleway. There is a lot of interest in connecting all the villages in the far south with north 
essex in terms of cycleways. I am going to have a meeting with the cycle team again and also 
the portfolio holder for transport and will raise this with him too. I don’t know if there are 
cycleways Fowlmere is interested in, such as to Foxton rail station? 
 
Solar Farm at Thriplow. This is a bid for a 35 hectare solar farm. The bid is currently 
withdrawn but is due to be re-presented in January. There is an expectation that changes to 
what sort of agricultural land can be used for solar farms will reduce the number of bids 
coming forward. 
 
The government has said it will not require the A14 to be a toll road which is good news. Due 
to start in 2016. 
 
The Mechanical Biological Treatment (MBT) plant at AmeyCespa's Waterbeach site is once 
again processing all of the county's household waste. The plant began to process waste 
earlier this autumn, with the tonnage fed to the facility gradually increasing to ensure that it is 
operating as it should.  
 
The county council is now moving back to a committee system to replace the Cabinet style of 
recent years. This should not have an impact on the relationship with the parishes. Of more 
impact will be the continuing pressure on budgets and front line services. 
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Street lighting – some villages in the county have expressed dissatisfaction with the repair 
service provided by Balfour Beattie for street lights. So a need to monitor any repairs in the 
village and take action quickly if there are any problems. 
 
I have supplied the contact details of the police re traffic surveys. The county council are 
indicating that they would not support 20mph zones that covered a whole or a substantial part 
of a village. 
 
I hope to have a discussion on Weds with the local manager of childrens services to 
understand better the changes to services being proposed. I will report next time." 

Cllr Wragg said that a safe cycle route to Foxton would be of great interest to Fowlmere. 

Cllr Topping - there is nothing further on Dottrill Hall but he is at CCC tomorrow. 

6. TRAFFIC IN FOWLMERE: 
 The Clerk updated on the traffic application and said it had been submitted for consideration 
at CCC.  The PC have to contribute 10% of the total cost (max £1000).  All agreed that this 
should be progressed with the budget coming from reserves if necessary but there should be 
residue in this year's budget, following plot sales at the cemetery.  Proposed by Cllr Bottrill 
and seconded by Cllr Wragg, all agreed. 

Cllr Roberts had found out that a speeding survey had been undertaken in the middle of last 
week and she asked the Police if it had been useful.  One person would be getting a letter but 
generally speeding wasn't an issue but it was undertaken in the middle of the village on a 
bend at 11:00am on a weekday.... 

Dr Howe attended the meeting and was asked to comment at this stage.  He reiterated his 
points about the traffic / speeding problems in the village for the sake of Cllr Topping who was 
not present at the original meeting.  He would like to see a better policy to reduce speed and 
also a weight restriction.  The tunnel has suffered a collapse in the past and may do so again 
if the weight of traffic continues to increase. 

Cllr Wragg asked Cllr Topping if a weight restriction would be an effective way of reducing the 
larger lorries going through the village as it needs managing and enforcing (or could the road 
be narrowed with chicanes)?  Cllr Bottrill said this would impinge on the emergency services 
and the road is already too narrow.  Cllr Topping recommended talking to David Lines for the 
best way forward.  Cllr Roberts suggested he is invited in the new year (February meeting).  
Dr Howe asked what is the reason for 20mph sections not being a valid solution?  Cllr 
Topping asked for the reason at County level and he hasn't yet received a reply. 

 
 
 

7. UPDATE ON THE VILLAGE HALL 
Cllr Roberts reported that the letter sent by the Trustees of the VH to the Social Club was not 
acknowledged or acted upon.  More money became owed (roughly £3000) and at the last 
meeting of the VH Committee, it was agreed that the PC could support legal representation, 
up to an amount of £200.  A formal closure letter has now been sent by various means and it 
is believed that the Social Club has now closed (the date was set as 19th December 2013).  
The PC took advice from CAPALC as to how much money could be given towards the legal 
process and it was suggested that the PC should not be further involved and no further 
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financial responsibility is felt to be due.  There are grants which could be applied for, for 
community purposes, if the building is to be used for another use. The Chairman for the VH 
has done a very conscientious job and he is owed a great debt of gratitude.  

8. PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
A) PLANNING MINUTES FROM  19TH NOVEMBER 2013: 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY'S CHURCH, FOWLMERE ON 

TUESDAY 19TH NOVEMBER 2013 AT 7:20PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, J Peacock, 
Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr l Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  There were apologies from  Cllr P Flynn, Cllr E O'Regan, Cllr N Webb 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Mr and Mrs Nolasco, Mr Teasdale, Mr T Neal and Mr S Lester 
attended the meeting. 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District 
Council she will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District 
Cllr at SCDC, the same applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, 
afresh. 

2. S/1920/13/FL 
Single Storey Front Extension 
Lower Farm, Long Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7TG 
Mr Steve Lovatt 
 
Cllr Roberts lives quite close by, but cannot see the property and therefore has no interest to 
declare. 
 
The Parish Council in a majority, recommend approval.  It is a single story and will not impose 
on neighbouring properties. 

3. C/11/40/029 
Application to undertake work on trees situated within a Conservation Area 
Glebe Cottage, Rectory Lane, Fowlmere 
Mrs Bradshaw 
 
The PC has no objections, as long as the Tree Officer at SCDC is in agreement. 

4. S/2030/13/FL 
Single storey rear extension 
10 Champions Close, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7TR 
Mr G Titmus 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision. 
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5. Update on the Ion Science Application. 
Cllr Roberts thanked Cllr Bearpark for speaking on behalf of the PC and for Cllr Peacock, Cllr 
Bottrill and Mrs Roskilly for attending the planning meeting at SCDC as well.  The application 
has been refused on planning policy grounds but the Clerk has not yet received any 
confirmation from SCDC yet.  Clerk to chase the paperwork.   

6. Other Matters and Updates  
Other Matters and Updates (for information only) 
 
Nothing has been received regarding the Deans Farm planning application, so again the Clerk 
to chase. 
 
The meeting closed at 7:30pm    

************************************************** 

The minutes were agreed and signed. 

The Meeting was then opened to members of the public.    

Mr Neal would like to comment on the Royston Weekly and asked Cllr Roberts about the 
name titles she used, which he says implies that the PC support Cllr Roberts views.  Mr Neal 
also asked if a line in a letter Cllr Roberts wrote to the local paper could be construed as 
bullying.  Cllr Roberts denied this and suggested the conversation was covering items which 
are now closed and dealt with previously.  Mr Neal also had a query about the Thriplow 
Triangle - he believed that mortgage rates for the part buy units would be lower than the 
actual affordable housing rental on the purely rental units.  Cllr Wragg said this was highly 
unlikely and asked him for figures to support this.  Mr Neal questioned the Ion Science 
application and Cllr Roberts reiterated the process that had taken place.  Cllr Roberts asked 
Mr Neal to speak about something current, as opposed to going over items which have been 
passed and agreed. 

9. BURIAL BOARD:. 
A) BADGERS 
Cllr Roberts explained that the PC had been contacted by a funeral web-site regarding the 
policy the PC has about not allowing wicker burials (this is because 10 years ago a fresh 
burial with a natural coffin was disturbed by, it seemed at the time, badgers.  The grave was 
then lined with concrete and the problem stopped immediately). 
 
The Clerk to respond by saying that the Burial Board will reconsider a change of wording, on 
the understanding that a concrete cover will be required or there is an indemnity to say the PC 
is not responsible for any remedial work etc.   It was also suggested that Roger Fowle (a local 
wicker coffin maker) is asked to come and talk to the next Burial Board about natural coffins. 
 
It should be stressed that in ten years, the PC has never been approached by a member of 
the public wanting a wicker coffin and being refused. 
 
B) CEMETERY CHAPEL 
The Chapel is looking very tidy, following several members of the PC cleaning it.  Cllr Bottrill 
also oiled the teak furniture.  The Clerk to bring prices to the January meeting for the 
proposed cupboards in the Chapel. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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Clerk to ask Dave Salmons about stopping water coming in through the door and a door mat 
was needed both inside and outside. 
 
Cllr Roberts reported that spoil had been left at the cemetery and Cllr Bottrill agreed to take 
some photos to support the current situation and then the PC will closely monitor it.  A 
standard letter should be used - Clerk to revise and prepare for the next meeting. 
 
There is to be a burial on 19th for Mr Barnes.   
 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

10. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
Thanks to Cllr Wragg and Phil Ricketts for cleaning up the protected verge arisings, where the 
orchids grow, for about 100m.  The Clerk to thank Mr Ricketts. 
 
Cllr Roberts to let SCDC know about the fly-tipped sofa on the road towards the A505. 
 
Cllr Bottrill reported that work has been undertaken along the side of Jacksons Way - this 
wasn't PC work but the pathway has been cleared very well. 
 
Re the Moat, it was agreed to ask David Kenney to attend the next meeting because it may be 
that 100% of the funding is available for remedial tree work.  Clerk to progress. 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
Cllr Roberts 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

11. FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES:  
 
 A) MILESTONES 
The Clerk explained that it was suggested the stones are washed with cold soapy water and it 
was agreed it was a job for a sunny day. 
 
B) BUS QUESTIONNAIRE 
A questionnaire has been produced which the Cllr's will deliver.  The Clerk to circulate in the 
New Year.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All 

12. CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence list was noted. 
 
Community Awards asking for people to be put forward.  All ideas to the Clerk   
 
The Wallington Brook has now been cleared Clerk to thank Pat Matthews.   CCC have not 
done the Chapel Lane - Clerk to let Cllr Topping know that it is a major risk factor. 
 

 
 
 
All 
 
 
Clerk 

13. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
  
The fence has been removed from the garden in Chapel Lane which was leaning against the 
fence in the alleyway. 
 
The Clerk had been approached by the Community Chest who would be happy to pay for a 
new pump handle but would like to see the pump shed open more.  The PC are happy to see 
it being used but the metal might be a risk factor for burglary.  Perhaps it could be open during 
the day at the weekend as a compromise?  The Clerk to speak with Chris Wall and thank 
them for their kind offer. 
 
The village help leaflet is progressing with Cllr Peacock. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

14. OTHER MATTERS: 
Cllr Roberts reported that there have been instances of items being stolen from the church 
and locally in the village.  They were reported to the police and a man had been seen taking a 
bike with panniers into the church.  Thriplow Church has also reported similar activities with a 
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man meeting the same description.  Wood and tools have also been stolen from private land 
in the village.  A person has also been seen to roam at very unsociable hours in the village, 
again of the same description.  The Police are involved but Cllr Roberts is very concerned 
about this individual.  Another resident has reported items missing and the Clerk is to check if 
this resident has reported this to the Police as well. The public in the village need to be aware 
and be urged to report this to the Police - the police could do this via their e-cops message.  A 
seasonal warning on the bus questionnaire letter is a way to make the public more aware? 
 
The date of the next PC meeting is Tuesday 21st January 2014 at 7:30pm at the Chapel. 
 
The meeting closed at 9:40pm 

 
 
 
(Clerk) 
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