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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 20TH JANUARY 2015 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Vice-Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr C Howe, Cllr J  
  Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Cllr Topping, Mrs Davis, 3 members of the Smith Family 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Cllr Wragg sent his apologies. 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared. 

In the absence of the Chairman, Cllr Roberts is to take the meeting. 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 16TH DECEMBER 2014:  
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:      
There were no matters arising. 

 
 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Topping attended the meeting and gave the following report: 

"Gritting and streetlights - gritting routes are unchanged for this winter, the county having 
found the money to keep the gritting budget. Although some streetlights will be dimmed in 
future, and possibly even turned off, this will mainly be in urban areas where the lights are 
controlled by a master dimmer. Village lights are more time consuming to turn down as there 
is no master dimmer.  
 
Anti-fraud plans The county has secured £300k of government funding to set up a counter-
fraud team which it is intended will be pro-active and try to act as a centre of excellence for 
the region. I supported the audit team when they picked up that the county was relying heavily 
on its electricity suppliers and there was no proper validation of bills being paid to see if there 
was any overcharging.  
 
Bus routes - 31 service 
The new route is out to tender, on the basis of consultation last year. The county seems to 
have listened to what people were looking for, and the route will call in at Shelford rail station 
enabling people to connect to trains going into London as well as continuing on to Cambridge. 
There wasn't a great demand for the route to end at a park and ride, and the proposals reflect 
this, with the route going to Addenbrookes.  
The tender exercise will take a few months, and then to new service will start. The current 
service will continue until then. I will ask the county again about through-ticketing and costs of 
tickets. 
 
Broadband - I challenged the Connecting Cambridgeshire team because they seemed to be 
reporting that the junction box at Heathfield was not going to be ready but they have now 
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sorted that out having initially found asbestos in the old box. I am following up a query from a 
resident in Fowlmere who lives on the outskirts of the village where BT seem to be saying 
they are not able to supply a superfast broadband package.  
 
Recycling review and libraries review The county council review of recycling is due in the 
next month or so, with the most likely local impact being a reduction on the opening hours of 
the depot at Thriplow. There is now to be a review of libraries in an effort to make further 
savings. However, the overall settlement from the government could have been a lot worse for 
Cambridgeshire. 
  
City Deal and transport / cycling opportunities. 
By the end of Jan we should know what transport infrastructure plans will be funded by the 
City Deal in the first 5 years of the proposals. 
 
Flint Cross fire 
I have a response from the Environment Agency which does not really answer the question of 
what happens if the site isn't cleared up by the required date of mid-Feb. I understand the site 
is still too hot and the area is still smouldering in parts, so it is too soon to start remediation. I 
will be writing to the county and the environment agency seeking a more robust approach." 
 
The PC reported to Cllr Topping that some of the streetlights are not yet working - 15 are not 
correct.  Cllr Topping and Clerk to chase Balfour Beatty about the 'snagging list'.  

Re buses, Cllr Topping to keep pressing about the reduced price of a 'through' ticket as this 
happens for the 7a bus locally. 
 
Clerk reported that the PC did not get awarded any money for 2015-16 regarding the traffic 
speeding measures allocations.  Clerk to circulate information received.  
 
A) ROAD TO FOXTON; 30 MPH SIGN OBSCURED BY FINGERPOST, THRIPLOW ROAD 
Clerk to report signage to CCC Highways. 

Regarding the muddy road to Foxton, the verges are in a mess and Highways have seen the 
damage - hopefully this will not be repeated. 

Trap-door to the Old Black Horse needs re-reporting as it looks unsafe.  Cllr Topping to speak 
to Highways about the collapsed pillar as well at The Green. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Cllr Topping 
and Clerk 

Cllr Topping 

 
Clerk 

 

Clerk 

 

 

Cllr Topping 
and Clerk 

6. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
A) PLANNING MINUTES FROM 16TH DECEMBER AND 6TH JANUARY  

 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE ON TUESDAY 16TH 

DECEMBER 2014 AT 7:00PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr C Howe, Cllr M 
Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr J Peacock, Cllr T Bearpark 
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IN ATTENDANCE: There was no-one in attendance 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District 
Council she will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District 
Cllr at SCDC, the same applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, 
afresh. 

2. Record 10745 
Application to undertake work on trees situated in a Conservation Area 
5 Cassander Close, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7SF 
Mr Neil Wise 
 
The Parish Council support the view of the SCDC Tree Officer on this application (The PC 
asks if permission is required to extend the driveway from SCDC Planning?). 

3. S/2663/14/FL 
Proposed single storey extensions to existing dwelling 
Lanacre, 86 Chrishall Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7RY 
Mr Colin Blundell 
 
The Parish Council has no strong objections but they would however like written advice from 
the planning officer as to whether what is proposed, taken in conjunction with other 
enlargements of the property in the past, remains within appropriate permitted development 
rights. 

4. S/1902/14/FL 
Solar Farm and Associated Development 
Black Peak Farm, Fowlmere Road, Melbourn, SG8 7PJ 
Lightsource SPV104 
 
The Parish Council strongly object to this application and were dismayed that none of the 
maps recorded the existence of the 'Protected Verges' which are clearly signposted as thus, 
with repeater signs.  The entrance width, compounded with the required road-splays cannot 
but cause irreparable damage to what are highly important and significant bio-diversity 
resources.  This land was originally maintained by the County Council but the management is 
now under the jurisdiction and care of the Parish Council.  In the light of the fact that 
inaccurate maps have been supplied, this should be revisited and interested parties should be 
given the opportunity to revisit this application.  The flora contains rare and precious flowers 
recoded in the vicinity of the site under discussion. 

5. S/2330/14/FL  - For Information Only - Permission Granted 
Rear Extensions 
Newlands, London Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7RY 
Mr Jez Deacon  
 
The Parish Council noted the decision. 

6. Other Matters and Updates  
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a) 22 Pipers Close, mobile home in rear garden 
A full size mobile home has been installed in this property via the Village Hall.  Local residents 
have expressed concerns and SCDC have been involved.  A new fence has been constructed 
at the rear of the property with an access gate to the Village Hall land, which should have 
permission.  SCDC have informed the residents that they need to put in a retrospective 
planning application (within 28 days).  Cllr Roberts to check if this is in the Green belt. 

Clerk to book a planning meeting for Tuesday 6th January 2015. 

The meeting closed at 7:40pm 

*************************************************** 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY'S CHURCH, FOWLMERE ON 

TUESDAY 6TH JANUARY 2015 AT 7:30PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr C Howe, Cllr J 
Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr J  Bottrill 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Mr Colin Jones, resident 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District 
Council she will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District 
Cllr at SCDC, the same applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, 
afresh. 

2. Record 10789 
Application to undertake work on trees situated in a Conservation Area 
Location of Proposed Works - Building plot bottom of 86 Chapel Lane 
1 Champions Close, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7TR 
Mr Mill 
 
The Parish Council commented that the photo provided was very useful and would welcome 
more applications supported in this way.  With regards to this application, the Parish Council 
technically support the application to remove a dead tree but would like to query as to why this 
is being described as a 'building plot', as the site of the tree is outside the village envelope and 
is green belt and cannot be classified as a building plot.    

3. S/2829/14/FL 
Change of use/conversion of redundant former barn building to dwelling 
Rear of Lanacre, Chrishall Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7RY 
Mr Colin Blundell 
 
The Parish Council do not support this application (voted 6-0 in favour of a refusal to 
approve).  The Parish Council pay regard to the National Planning Policy Framework but 
alongside it the Local Development Framework can still be considered where such are up to 
date and consistent with the NPPF - we consider this to be a case in point.  The NPPF at 
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page 14, item 6, para 55 is consistent with the LDF July 2013 chapter 7, 'Reuse of buildings 
in the countryside for residential use', policy H/16 'Reuse of buildings in the countryside for 
residential use'.  The PC feels it doesn't fulfil the criteria required in the NPPF nor does it 
appear to follow the criteria in H/16 LDF.  The building appears to be of a very light-weight 
construction, more in keeping with a shed rather than a substantial agricultural building.  The 
building would appear to need a large amount of construction work doing to it ie not as 
described in para b (of H/16).  This would in reality make it practically a 'new-build' The 
information given as to the marketing of the building for employment purposes seems minimal 
and there is no proof that it has been marketed thoroughly, as would have been expected.  
The circulation areas of the papers employed to market the property are very narrow and 
restricted and one would have expected also that there would be a bill-board at the site itself.  
A 5-year lease seems very restrictive and would also reduce the attractiveness.  The site lies 
outside the village framework, and is therefore wholly contrary to established policy.  Any 
approval on this site would set precedent.     

4. S/1902/14/FL  - For Information Only - Amendment 
Solar Farm and Associated Development 
Black Peak Farm, Fowlmere Road, Melbourn, SG8 7PJ 
Lightsource SPV107 

The Parish Council noted the amendment. 

5. S/2403/14/PM  - For Information Only  
Prior Notification (Class M3(a) for conversion of agricultural building to Class B8 storage & 
distribution (planning permission not required) 
Deans Farm, Shepreth Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
Mr & Mrs T Deans 
 
The Parish Council noted the notification with concern and are observing what was supposed 
to be a farm with simply farm-use being turned into an apparently very different commercial 
enterprise.  We trust that SCDC Planning Officers will be alert to any contraventions of 
planning policies for land in the open countryside that may occur in the future.   

6. S/1902/14/FL  - For Information Only - Permission Granted 
Solar Farm and Associated Development 
Black Peak Farm, Fowlmere Road, Melbourn, SG8 7PJ 
Lightsource SPV107 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision.  Fowlmere PC has made SCDC Planning Officers 
aware that the verges have special protection on them.  If damage is done to them in the 
course of this development then Fowlmere PC will be expecting full restoration and reparation.  
Please confirm that this is understood and agreed. 

7. Other Matters and Updates  
a) Letter to Planning Inspectorate 

Cllr Wragg has already previously circulated the proposed letter and the final version will be 
sent off in the next couple of days. 

b) New play equipment  
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To be discussed at the main January PC meeting. 

Cllr Wragg has noted that the 30mph sign from the approach from Thriplow into the village on 
the lhs is obscured by the Foxton sign!  Clerk to report on CCC web-site 

Clerk to e-mail The Green to say that the PC are continuing to be concerned about the 
toppling post and it would be helpful to know what the entrance to their property on the public 
highway and ask what their plan is as comments are coming from members of the public.   

Muddy road to Foxton to go on the next agenda. 

The meeting closed at 8:40pm 

**************************************************** 

The minutes were agreed and signed as an accurate record. 

Pipers Close, a planning application has been receive regarding the mobile home which the 
PC will view retrospectively. 

The solar farm have come back to the PC to say they will repair any damage to the protected 
verges etc as part of the application. 

B) COMMUNICATION RE WAR MEMORIAL  
The Clerk has received an e-mail to say that English Heritage wish to list the Fowlmere War 
memorial.  The PC were agreeable in theory but wanted to know if there were any implications 
etc re additional cleaning and maintenance?  Clerk to ask.  The question was also asked if the 
tunnel is listed? - Cllr Bottrill to ask Martin Sheldrick.     
 
The meeting was opened, and then closed to members of the public and press 
 
The Smith family attended to ask about the memorial stone application for Jasper Smith and 
asked, "Did the Clerk have to be present when an application is viewed?"  Cllr Roberts 
advised this is not the case and explained the process for permission given. 
 
Helen Davis also attended the meeting and would like to see copies of correspondence 
regarding King Street Housing which were provided 
. 

7. BURIAL BOARD: 
A) MEMORIAL BENCH 
The application have been received from JK Memorials and all changes have been made 
regarding height etc and all that remains is the design along the top and the PC were in 
agreement that the application could progress for the headstone.  The family have been 
thanked for adapting their ideas and all agreed on this final design.  Clerk to reply back to the 
stone mason. 
 
The Mulholland family have requested to put in a bench at the cemetery.  All agreed and 
asked the Clerk to thank them for their kind gesture. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 

8. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
A) SAVILE WAY PLANTING 
 
B) DAMAGED PILLAR AT THE GREEN 
The Clerk reported that the residents have replied to say the damage is being assessed as 
part of an insurance claim.  Cllr Topping was asked to make sure Highways are aware as 
there have been quite a few questions asked from residents about its safety. 

 
 
 
 
Cllr Topping 
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9. FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES 

A) CHEQUES PAID 
Mrs J Wright January 14 Salary - £629.37 
Seniorlink Eldercare Dec 14 (monthly charge for residents' pendant scheme) - £64.43 
Mrs J Wright - refund for new toner cartridge (Amazon) - £49.93 
Eon - Chapel Electricity - £28.98 
St Mary's Room Hire for 2014 - £30.00 
URC Room Hire for 2014 - £252.00 
Shire Tree Surgery (Ryecroft Lane / Moat) - £165.00 
Transfer of funds from current account to new savings account at Cambridge Building Society - cheque signed for 
£40,000 
Cheques in from Keppey (plot purchase £70.00), Paintin (Memorial Stone fee £180) Peasgood and Skeates (2 x 
internment fees £30 and £150) 
  
B) PRECEPT FOR 2015-6 
This was discussed in the previous Finance Meeting, but the precept has been submitted and 
accepted. 
 
C) PROPOSED NEW PLAY EQUIPMENT 
This was discussed in more detail also at the previous Finance meeting 
 

 

10. OTHER MATTERS (FOR DECISION) 
The Sustainability workshop will go onto the February agenda. 
 

 
Clerk 

11. CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence list was noted.   
 

 
 

12. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
A) CHRISHALL GRANGE LEAFLET 
These are being delivered this week, as mention of them has been made in the current FATN. 
 
The Parish Election will take place in May and Cllr Roberts hopes that all will consider staying 
on the Council and seek to make up the two vacancies.  
 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
 

 
 
Cllr Wragg 
 

13. OTHER MATTERS: 
A) POST-CHRISTMAS MEAL 
To defer until Wed 11th March 
 
B) CAPALC GARDEN PARTY 
Cllr Peacock, Cllr Howe and Cllr Sunderland would like to be considered for the CAPALC 
invitation to the Garden Party.    
 
C) COUNCILLOR TRAINING 
This is to take place in the coming weeks at Cambourne and Sawston and Cllr Wragg, Bottrill, 
Bearpark and Sunderland will be attending. 
 
The meeting closed at 9:00pm 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 17TH FEBRUARY 2015 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Vice-Chairman), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr C Howe, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr M  
  Sunderland and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE:  There was no one in attendance 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Cllr Wragg and Cllr Bearpark sent their apologies. 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared. 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 20TH JANUARY 2015:  
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:      
The War Memorial has now been listed by English Heritage.  Clerk to mention this in the 
FATN / web-site.  Clerk to mention the tunnel and ask what records they hold and what 
protection does it have?  It isn't known who actually owns it. 

There have been some changes of tenure at The Triangle.  Clerk to write to King Street again 
to remind them of their responsibilities, copied to Steven Hills and Uzma Ali at SCDC. 

The PC have noted that the pillar at The Green has still not been mended which gives cause 
for concern and should have been made safe.  

 
Clerk 

 

Clerk 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Topping was unable to attend the meeting but sent the following report after the meeting: 

"1. John Akhtar is due at Cambridge Crown Court for sentencing this coming Monday, re the 
Dottreell Hall prosecution by the County Council. 

2. I do not know and neither do the County whether the police are ready to press charges 
regarding the alleged arson at Flintcross. 

3. Andrew Greenwood from the County will inspect the "bungalow" site to see what is actually 
going on there behind the bund. It would be helpful if South Cambs, who granted the planning 
permission, could also keep an eye on it. 

4. Regarding the Flintcross fire site: 

4a. Environment Agency report that There is still residual heat from the site but no above 
ground burning.  

 The EA have re-issued the suspension notice with a revised deadline for compliance 
(13/04/2015).  Further details explaining the reasons for re-issuing the notice will be published 
on the SCDC website before the end of the week. Basically the site was too hot for 
remediation in the original timescale. The site is being cleaned up now and eg the metal that 
was burnt in the fire being sorted through and put into skips. No waste or ash has yet left the 
site. 
  
Remediation work on site has started. Representatives from the EA will be meeting with the 
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landowner and his contractor next week to discuss the waste removal process. 
 
4b. Groundwater. 
Ssamples taken on 15/12/2014 have been tested against contaminants associated with burnt 
waste material following the fires and results showed no impact at time the samples were 
taken. However, further testing is due to be carried out in the near future.  The waste has to 
be got off the site to avoid any problems in this area. 
  
4c. Air quality - Public Health England have no immediate concerns. The air quality data is on 
the south cambs website. " 
 
A) STREET LIGHTING 
Jeremy Pymer has spoken to Balfour Beatty and they say they have no outstanding issues in 
the village...  Clerk to speak to them and ask them to log it as a formal complaint.   
 
B) TRAFFIC BID 
Clerk to chase feedback on the bid from Stephen Thulbourn 

Clerk to chase Pipers Close sign, as leaving village. 
 
Cllr Bearpark noticed root damage at Ryecroft lane.  Clerk to report. 

No sign outside 1 Piper's Close - Cllr Roberts to let SCDC know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Clerk 

 
Clerk 

Clerk 

Clerk 

Cllr Roberts 

6. SUSTAINABLE PARISH ENERGY PARTNERSHIP EVENT  
Cllr Peacock and Cllr Wragg attended this event and there are several things you can do.  The 
PC could organise an event (with SCDC) in the village, people will be told at the meeting how 
they can save money on their energy bills - energy saving bulbs, borrowing thermal imaging 
cameras and insulation, particularly around the loft-hatch. 
 
This is something the PC could organise for a few months time.  Clerk to write to the contact 
and say that Cllr Peacock is the point of contact.  To go on the next few agendas.  

 

7. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
There was nothing further to report, a meeting was held earlier. 
 
The meeting was opened, and then closed to members of the public and press 
 
It was agreed that there needs to be an extra item on the agenda for District Council 
Information 
. 

 

8. BURIAL BOARD: 
An application was submitted which was a little out of keeping with the consistency the PC are 
trying to achieve.  It needs to be made nearer to a symmetrical shape.  Clerk to report back to 
the applicant and suggest they look at the more recent applications. 
 
The bench is to be installed at the cemetery in better weather by the Mulhollands.. 

 
 
Clerk 

9. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
There has been concern over the forked tree at the junction of Ryecroft Lane and Jacksons 
Way.  The tree has been assessed previously but Cllr Bearpark has asked Shire Trees to take 
a look.  Clerk to ask SCDC Tree Officer to take a look too.  There is also another overhanging 
tree in Dovehouse Close for the Tree Officer to look at.  Cllr Bottrill to pass on photos.  
 
A) SAVILE WAY PLANTING 
The PC to progress with the planting work that Lamorna proposed after seeking three 
competitive quotes.  Clerk to confirm with Lamorna. 

 
 
 
Clerk  
(Cllr Bottrill) 
 
 
Clerk 
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B) PROTECTED VERGES 
FPC was contacted by Rob Mungovan at SCDC who apologised as he had not been aware of 
the rapid progress of the site-work for the solar farm, which impinges on the protected verge 
and he is trying to liaise with the solar firm to see if FPC could get some financial help towards 
the remedial work but nothing has been heard yet.  A lump sum would pay for several years 
worth of work and would help to fund the lifting of the cuttings.  The associated works have 
been very muddy and this needs to be reported to Peter Topping.  Clerk to ask if SCDC have 
had any success with negotiations and is there anything FPC can do to aid that process.  Cllr 
Bottrill reported that the road is breaking away and an area of road and verge has been 
tarmacced over, so the road has been improved. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
Clerk 

10. FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES 
A) FINANCE MINUTES FROM 20TH JANUARY 2015 

Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Finance and General Purposes 
Committee held in the School Room, URC, Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, Tuesday 20th January 

2015 at 7:00pm. 

Present:     Cllr M Sunderland (Chair), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr C 
 Howe, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr D Roberts and Mrs J Wright Clerk.   

1. Apologies for absence 
 Apologies were received from Cllr L Wragg and Cllr Howe apologised he would be 
 late arriving. 

2. Minutes of previous meeting/Matters Arising 
The previous minutes of 21st October 2014 had already been agreed and signed at a 
previous PC meeting. 
 

      3. Review of income and expenditure. 
 a) Moving Bank Account Progression 
 Further identification is needed to progress the new bank account at Cambridge 
 Building Society in Melbourn and the additional Of Cllr Sunderland as a signatory 
 with Santander  
 

4. Precept 
 The precept has been accepted by SCDC in Jan 2015.   
 
5. Trees, Grass and Hedges 
  a) Savile Way Planting 
 3 quotes have been sought and the PC agreed to progress with Lamorna 
 Thomas if no further responses were received by next month.   
 
 Cllr Bottrill asked about the latest in the Moat regarding tree work .  The Clerk 
 advised that all tree work in the village is up-to-date from a health and safety 
 point of view but will share the paperwork with Cllr Bottrill. 
 
6. Future Projects 
a) Village survey of spending priorities 
 The article is in the FATN, asking for feedback, Clerk to report back at the next 
 meeting on responses. 
 
b) Village map (Stand) 
 The Clerk to seek a new stand for the village map and look to getting it printed 
 according to the resulting size of the stand. Clerk to contact Kevin Clark in 
 Thriplow for details of the stand they had built.  
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c) Replacement train /play equipment at The Butts 
 The Mulhollands would like to be involved in choosing a new piece of equipment, 
 the Clerk to keep in touch.  The Clerk to seek a third quote for the table-tennis 
 table.   
  
7. Other Matters 
 There were no other matters. 
 
8. Date of next meeting 
Tuesday 21st April 2015 (presumably 7:00pm), prior to the PC Meeting at the URC, 
Chapel Lane.   
 
The meeting closed at 7:30pm.   

************************************************************ 
The minutes were signed as a true and accurate record. 
 
B) CHEQUES PAID 
Mrs J Wright February 15 Salary - £629.37 
Data Protection annual Charge (DD) - £35.00 
Mileage Reimbursement for Cllr Sunderland  - £17.10 
Mileage Reimbursement for Cllr Bottrill  - £17.10 
Seniorlink Eldercare Jan 15 (monthly charge for residents' pendant scheme) - £ 
Cheques in for: £180 - Smith memorial stone fee, VAT rebate (Jul - Dec 14) -  £1522.18 
Alan Jackson - repairs to fencing after fallen moat tree £184.99  
 
C) PROPOSED NEW PLAY EQUIPMENT 
Clerk to circulate the details. 
 
D) UPDATE ON BANK ACCOUNT 
The new savings account at the Cambridge Building Society is now open and just needs Cllr 
Wragg and Cllr Roberts to go there with ID and sign the passbook.  The process of getting Cllr 
Sunderland on as a third signatory with Santander is, as we would expect, extremely painful 
and hopefully nearing completion.... 
 
E) ASSESS SCHOOL CONTRIBUTION TO GRASS CUTTING (BUTTS) 
Contribution to increase by an inflational 3% - Clerk to report back. 
 
F) VILLAGE MAP 
The Clerk is progressing the new stand with a contact from Thriplow Parish Council 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 

11. CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence list was noted.   
 
The PC will look further at the proposal from the Village Hall and it will go on the next agenda  
 
The Planning Inspectorate responded regarding the Ion Science proposal.  Clerk to circulate 
to all. 
 
Feedback from Cllr Bottrill and Cllr Sunderland on the SCDC Planning Training Session was 
not favourable - the SCDC Planning Officers missed many points which were picked up by the 
Cllr's.... 
 

 
 
 
All 
 
Clerk 

12. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
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Re the triangular piece of land at Flint Cross - the owner of the land was apparently given the 
wrong planning advice by SCDC but whatever the details, the development has been allowed 
to continue.  Clerk to call John Koch at SCDC about this as the PC was not consulted to ask 
him to delay sending out the associated paperwork. 
 

 
 
Clerk 

13. OTHER MATTERS: 
 
A) UPDATE ON THE VILLAGE HALL 
There is no-one in place as Chair at present and so the VH will have real issues if no-one 
steps into place.  
 
B) POST-CHRISTMAS MEAL 
The 22nd April was suggested as a proposed date 
 
The meeting closed at 9:00pm 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 17TH MARCH 2015 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Vice-Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr M  
  Sunderland and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE:  County Cllr Peter Topping 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Cllr Wragg and Cllr Howe sent their apologies.  Cllr Roberts took the meeting in Cllr Wragg's 
absence.  Cllr Topping asked if his item could be heard first as he has another meeting to 
attend (see item 5) 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared. 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 17TH FEBRUARY 2015:  
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:      
There were no other matters arising 

 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Topping attended the meeting and gave the following report: 

"General 
1. Council Finances and Council taxes - Both the County and District councils have to find big 
savings: £600k by the district and a whopping £30m by the County, out of its total budget of 
£550m. In order to balance their budgets both councils voted to increase council tax by 
1.99%, for 15/16 which is the maximum without triggering a referendum. 
  
The county's road repair, potholes and gritting budgets are not affected for this winter. But 
there have been cuts to a number of services, such as the rights of way team and education, 
and libraries services are now under review. 
 
2. City Deal (and cycleways) - the City Deal is going to be – more and more – an important 
element in the planning for big transport and infrastructure developments that will be needed 
in and around Cambridge to cope with the growing economy. 
  
The first list of projects to be tackled has been agreed: much of it is happening within 
Cambridge: such as bus priority lanes along, Madingley Road, an A428 to M11 segregated 
bus route / A428 corridor Park and Ride,/cross-city cycle improvements. It was disappointing 
that no rural cycleways made their way through the first selection. However, at the meeting of 
the City Deal Assembly last Friday the proposal was agreed that: 
  
infrastructure schemes not funded from the Cycling City Ambition Fund or any other external 
source should be treated as reserve projects within tranche 1 of the City Deal programme, 
due to the cycling projects’ attractive value for money in terms of enabling economic growth, 
their deliverability and ‘spade ready’ status and the role they can play in connecting people 
with jobs within the specific demographic of the Cambridge technology cluster. 
  
I want to make sure that if there are cycleway plans for south Cambridgeshire, they are not 
just the proposal to build a £7m cycleway along the A10 to Cambridge but shorter routes such 
as between Fowlmere and Foxton. 
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3. I was pleased to support the proposals at the Childrens Committee of the County Council 
which ensured that the sensory learning services for children were not affected by the 
changes to the rest of the early support arrangements. 
 
4. The audit committee of the county council today  received a report on the park and ride 
issue  including this assessment:  
 It was forecast that the £1 parking charge for cars would result in passenger numbers 
dropping by 5.4 % and would take 4.3 years to recover to the level experienced prior to the 
charge being introduced. This assumed a 1% background growth in passenger numbers 
resulting from new employment and residential development creating travel demand and new 
Park and Ride trips. It was assumed that there would be a similar drop in number of cars 
accessing the sites too. 
 
Since the introduction of the parking charge the passenger numbers on Park and Ride Bus 
services are about 12% lower compared with the identical period in 2013. 
 
5.  I was pleased to support the proposals at the Childrens Committee of the County Council 
which ensured that the sensory learning services for children were not affected by the 
changes to the rest of the early support arrangements. 
 
Local 
6. At the moment the County has no plans to do a lot of improvement along the A505, such as 
dualling or improving the turn-off side-roads safety aspects. But it is increasingly busy and 
blocked at all times of the day, and I have written to the transport head at the county council 
pointing out how many people, not just residents, use the A505 each day and the impact of 
the growing local economy. I have a meeting with the economics team at the County on their 
plans.  
 
7. I am setting up a meeting with David Lines to discuss HGVs and their access to villages 
and any weight restriction issues. David is also now the 20 mph guru for the county council 
highways dept.  
 
8. I  attended the launch of an educational project at Duxford Air Museum but also asked them 
about their traffic plans for the Sept air show which commemorates the 75th anniversary of the 
Battle of Britain.  
 
9. I have chased up Balfour Beatty about the queries put to them re lighting in the village. The 
customer service manager who has been very good is unfortunately moving on.  
 
10.  Flintcross Fire - The owner of the site that went up in flames at Flintcross in November 
last year was fined for the Dottrell Hall breaches brought against him by the County Council. 
The Environment Agency have given him until April to clear the Flintcross site. I am continuing 
to press for answers about the long term future of the site, and the risk of contamination to the 
water supply if the ash and waste is left on site for much longer.     
  
11. I have chased up highways re the two potential safety hazards, and also re bus fares and 
the "triangle"site."   
 

The Clerk added that Balfour Beatty have said there are two roads still to be completed re 
Streetlighting (Ryecroft Lane and Rayners Close) and all work should be completed by the 
end of this week.  The contact is 'Peta' at Balfour Beatty who has been very helpful. 
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The County Council has stated the following about the cost of a day-rider ticket.   "The bus 
service to replace the existing 31 is yet to be finalised, but in principle we would seek to 
introduce the same arrangement that we have on other routes where the journey would 
involve buying two tickets.  The customer would purchase a Dayrider Plus voucher when first 
boarding the bus which would then be exchanged on the Stagecoach bus for a Dayrider Plus 
ticket.  This ticket would also be used on both buses for the return journey.  The current cost 
of a Dayrider Plus voucher is £6.20, which is the cost set by Stagecoach for their Dayrider 
Plus ticket.  As long as the journey was made after 09:30, Monday to Friday, those with a valid 
concessionary bus pass could travel for free as they do now." 

Cllr Sunderland reported that the footpath on the road to Thriplow is very muddy and could be 
dangerous.  Clerk to mention to the Thriplow Clerk. 

Cllr Bottrill mentioned the ditch in Chapel Lane has been cleared by SCDC but they haven't 
lowered the ditch leading to the opening.  Cllr Roberts to speak to Environmental Health. 

Cllr Roberts thanked Cllr Topping for his attendance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Clerk 
 
 
Cllr Roberts 

 

6. DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE 
The Council are soon going into Purdah (the pre-election period in the UK, specifically the 
time between an announced election and the final election results.  
 
There was a letter in from Cambs Acre about a further potential site in the village for 
affordable housing.  This is the 'second place' site from the PC's perspective and the PC 
would like to see how The Triangle has settled down before supporting a second site.  To be 
discussed in more detail later in the year. 

 

7. PARISH ELECTIONS 
The Cllr's have had their paperwork and discussed the process. 
 

 

8. SUSTAINABLE PARISH ENERGY PARTNERSHIP EVENT  
 A meeting has been suggested but it is very short notice and no one is able to attend. 
 

 

9. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
a) PLANNING MINUTES FROM 17TH FEBRUARY 2015 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, CHAPEL, LANE, FOWLMERE ON TUESDAY 17TH 

FEBRUARY 2015 AT 7:00PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr C Howe, Cllr J Peacock, 
Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr T Bearpark 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: There was no one in attendance 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District 
Council she will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District 
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Cllr at SCDC, the same applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, 
afresh. 

2. S/3017/14/FL 
Siting of a static mobile home in rear garden and a single storey rear extension to existing 
dwelling 
22 Pipers Close, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambs, SG8 7RX 
James and Janice Roberts 
 
The Parish Council strongly request a refusal for this application as it is detrimental to 
neighbouring properties and sets a precedent.  The extension to the existing house is over-
development of the site and potentially impacts on neighbours, especially on one side of the 
garden.  The mobile home does not have to our knowledge any permission for 'right of access' 
to the Village Hall site and does not have any way or providing parking on site even though it 
is clearly a separate dwelling from number 22 Piper's Close.  The proposed garage further 
reduces the current parking capacity as it is.  The Green Belt is right against the boundary of 
22 and the mobile home area where we understand development will be resisted by SCDC.  
Any approval of this type of development sets a precedent that the Parish Council considers 
would be dangerous and inappropriate.   

3. Record 10828 
Application to undertake work on trees situated within a Tree Preservation Order 
Under Chestnut, High Street, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire 
Mr Ashley Meggit 
 
The Parish Council have no objections to this application. 

4. S/2663/14/FL   - For Information Only - Permission Granted 
Proposed single storey extensions to existing dwelling 
Lanacre, Chrishall Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7RY 
Mr Colin Blundell 
 
The Parish Council noted the decision 

5. Other Matters and Updates  
 
The meeting closed at 7:45pm 

******************************************************** 
The minutes were agreed as a correct record and were duly signed. 
 
As far as the PC is aware, that there are issues with SCDC Planning ignoring the wishes of 
local parishes and the Fowlmere Cllr's feel very strongly about this.  It was agreed to attend 
the SCDC Planning Training Meeting on 24th March to express this opinion. 
 
b) KING STREET HOUSING 
Cllr Roberts met with Cllr Wragg and there are to be two vacancies at the Triangle and bids 
have closed on one of them on Home-link and the correct information has been indicated on 
the advert regarding the Exception site. 
 
The meeting was opened, and then closed to members of the public and press 
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. 
10. BURIAL BOARD: 

a) MEMORIAL STONE REQUESTS 
The Clark reported on two plots which had been sold to Mr and Mrs Ward of Thriplow and Mrs 
Clark of Ryecroft Lane.  The Cllr's agreed on the proposed lawn stone for the late Sidney 
Brewer, the Clerk to confirm that with the stonemasons.  Information was also fed back to Mrs 
Thomas about the proposed stone for her late son.  The PC were delighted to see that the 
base had been laid for the new bench the Mulholland family have said they would like to 
install. 
 

 
 

11. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
a) PROTECTED VERGES 
The Clerk was asked to chase Rob Mungovern at SCDC again ref the protected verges in the 
London Road and copy Cllr Roberts into the correspondence. 
 
The Clerk asked to find out the start date from Lamorna re the new Savile Way planting. 
 

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 

12. FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES 
a) CHEQUES PAID 

• Mrs J Wright, March 15 Salary - £629.37 
• Cambridgeshire Acre Payroll Service (Q1 2015 and minimum fee inclusive as must 'spend' over £120 PA) 

£82.44 
• Mileage Reimbursement for Cllr Wragg  - £5.85, Cllr Sunderland - £3.60 
• Seniorlink Eldercare Feb 15 (monthly charge for residents' pendant scheme) - £58.23 
• Cambridge Water - 6 months water rates at the cemetery - £52.97 
• J Wright telecoms refund - Feb/Mar 15 - £28.59 
• Cheques in for: £35, Newlings Interment fee for the Barnes Family, £30 Peasgood and Skeates for the 

stone fee for the Brewer family 
 
b) VILLAGE HALL FURNITURE REQUEST 
The PC considered the request from the Village Hall for new tables and chairs.  It was agreed 
that the VH needs to be more settled with new officers in place and the PC would like to see 
what the VH have in terms of current funding.  The PC are willing to contribute towards the 
furniture but they need to see these things are achieved first - Clerk to contact.  Cllr Bottrill to 
circulate the VH minutes 
 
c) PROPOSED NEW PLAY EQUIPMENT 
It was agreed to order a new 3-piece log train for the Butts to replace the old one.  Dave 
Salmons to be asked to remove the old train.  The idea is that a new 'boat' could possibly 
follow.  Dave Salmons to be asked to also prepare the base for the TT table (to be located on 
the rhs of see-saw).   
 
d) UPDATE ON BANK ACCOUNT 
Cllr Sunderland is now a signatory for the current account and Cllr Roberts and Cllr Wragg to 
sign the new book at the Cambridge Building Society in Melbourn. 
 
e) VILLAGE MAP 
The Clerk to ask the Thriplow Clerk again for details of who built their stand for their map. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
Cllr Bottrill 
 
 
 
Clerk 

13. CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence list was noted.   
 

 

14. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
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15. OTHER MATTERS: 
Cllr Sunderland is unable to make the 19th May meeting. 
 
There is a problem with dog mess in the village.  The Clerk to ask the school to have a word 
with parents about the danger of dog mess on the Butts for the children.  It was noted that the 
dog bin gets very full going up Manor Farm. 
 
The meeting closed at 9:10pm 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 21ST APRIL 2015 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg, (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr C Howe, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr  
  D Roberts, Cllr M Sunderland and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Mrs D Woods, Mrs S Crother, Mr and Mrs Bradshaw, Mr P Bryden, Mr M McMillan 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
There were no apologies for absence. 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared. 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 17TH MARCH 2015:  
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

King Street Housing - one of the vacant houses has now been allocated, with a proper village 
connection and the other one has closed bidding. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:      
There were no other matters arising 

 

5. AGREE RISK ASSESSMENTS, CODE OF CONDUCT, ASSET REGISTER, STANDING 
ORDERS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE AUDIT   
All agreed to accept the  paperwork. 
 

 

6. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Topping was unable to attend the meeting. 

 

7. DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE 
Cllr Roberts reported that  the election is now in process so there are not many meetings at 
SCDC.  Central Government funding is getting more restricted and there will be difficult times 
ahead, especially when the doubling up of CCC and SCDC is taken into consideration and 
she is concerned services will be affected. 

 

8. PARISH ELECTIONS 
All who stood for election have been returned unopposed but Cllr Bottrill has decided to stand 
down and Cllr Wragg would like to thank him for his considerable contribution and he will be 
greatly missed.  There have been two expressions of interest for co-option after 10th May 
2015 and the PC would be very grateful for their support. 
 

 

9. SUSTAINABLE PARISH ENERGY PARTNERSHIP EVENT  
Cllr Peacock reported that unfortunately nobody can attend the proposed meeting on 2nd May 
as it is the Bank Holiday Saturday but there will be more interest in the winter months, and 
hold a meeting later on in the year in Fowlmere, in a similar mode to the one held in Melbourn, 
in the late Autumn. 
 

 

10. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
a) PLANNING MINUTES FROM 17TH MARCH 2015 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, CHAPEL, LANE, FOWLMERE ON TUESDAY 17TH 
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MARCH 2015 AT 7:15PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr J 
Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr L Wragg, Cllr C Howe 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs Pat Flynn 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District 
Council she will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District 
Cllr at SCDC, the same applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, 
afresh. 

2. Record 10909 
Application to undertake work on trees situated within a Conservation Area 
8 Jacksons Way, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambs, 
Mrs Pat Flynn 
 
The Parish Council do not feel the sycamore is worthy of retention and recommend its 
removal as it is very close to the properties. 

3. Record 10911 
Application to undertake work on trees situated within a Conservation Area 
Orchard House, 7 Cassander Close, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire 
Dr Angela Mason 

The Parish Council has no objection to tree work being undertaken. 

4. Record 10904 
Application to undertake work on trees situated within a Conservation Area 
5 Aldous Court, Fowlmere, Cambs 
Mrs Lesley Mawson 
 
The Parish Council has no objection to tree work being undertaken as long as the 
replacement is planted as indicated. 

5. S/0486/15/LB 
Erection of partition wall and internal door to utility room to create shower room with toilet, 
shower, sink and the installation of obscure glazing to the window and recessed lighting to 
ceiling 
2 Hillside Cottages, High Street, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7SJ 
Dr Daniel Darley 
 
The Parish Council has no objections and recommend approval as it will not have any 
adverse effect on the Conservation Area. 

6. S/2436/14/FL 
For Information Only - Erection of side and rear extension and roof extension. 
Thistledown, Rectory Lane, Fowlmere, Cambs, SG8 7TG 
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Mr & Mrs Armstrong 
 
The Parish Council noted the amendment 

7. Other Matters and Updates  
Cllr Peacock mentioned a neighbour in Ryecroft Lane who is undertaking an extension but it is 
apparently under permitted development rights.   

Cllr Sunderland spoke about the Ion Science development site at the Butts and the excessive 
number of trees being removed.  Cllr Roberts has urgently requested SCDC Planning to 
attend the site asap to ensure that the developers are adhering to the plans submitted and 
accepted.  The hedge has been chopped down and it was queried if there is a fine for 
removing hedges within the bird nesting season.  The PC was very disappointed to see this 
destruction of seemingly healthy trees. 

The meeting closed at 7:40pm 

******************************************************** 
The minutes were agreed as a correct record and were duly signed. 
 
Cllr Roberts reported that since this meeting that the application for 22 Pipers Close has been 
refused, with a timescale of removal of the mobile home of 6 months. 
 
b) HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY 
Cambs Acre have approached the PC to say they are aware of a possible exception site in 
Fowlmere and the last Housing Needs Survey was done in 2007 and they would like to do 
another one.  Cllr Wragg is concerned that a housing needs survey is being driven by a site 
becoming available, however knowing what the housing needs are is not a bad thing.  The 
Triangle has answered some of the need.  Cllr Roberts reported that the bids for the Triangle 
were not too large in number and she feels that the PC should go to SCDC and ask them if 
they can indicate what has been the take up of people bidding, to give an idea before 
progressing.  Clerk to ask SCDC (Uzma Ali).  Cllr Howe asked how independent Cambs Acre 
are and this can be discussed once the first step has been taken.  A green area could be 
incorporated into a different design.  To be plan led, not developer led. 
 
c) PARKING ON RECTORY LANE 
If there are problems with parking on Recory Lane, it needs to be taken up with the CCC via 
Cllr Topping, to ask a Highways Officer to make recommendations.  Mrs Bradshaw said the 
Police have been called out to look at the situation whilst Mr Bryden has reported that the 
Police were called by residents.  
 
d) TRAFFIC BID 
Cllr Howe reported on the disappointing result of the bid and subsequent feedback (the bid 
referred to speeding data which was not taken into consideration.)  Cllr Wragg was 
exceptionally unimpressed with the interviewing Panel at CCC who considered the bid.  Cllr 
Wragg will talk to Cllr Topping about it but needs to find out who were on the panel.     
The speeding survey could be requested and this could be done in conjunction of other 
villages, possibly Whaddon (Cllr Roberts to ask).  To be kept on the agenda 
 
e) SINKING ROAD BY THE SWAN 
Cllr Howe queried the state of the road between the Swan and the War Memorial and there is 
a rumour that there is a 2nd branch of the tunnel there - Clerk to report to CCC.  Westfield 
Road has a large dip and needs sorting.  Clerk again to report to CCC.  Ryecroft Lane needs 
the whole first bend replacing.   Road Surfaces as an agenda item on the next agenda. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Wragg 
 
Cllr Roberts 
(Clerk) 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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The meeting was opened, and then closed to members of the public and press 
 
Dorothy Woods is now the new Chair of the Village Hall, Michael Bates as Vice-Chair, Julie 
Fletcher is Secretary.  
 
The Gates to the Cemetery need looking at, Dave Salmons to take a look. 
 
The plaque to the WI tree is to be replaced once the ground is softer. 
 
Mrs Crother spoke about when she applied for one of the houses on the Triangle, they had 
done all the checks and found there to be people higher up on the list and she researched 
herself and found this not to be the case.   
 
Mark McMillan asked about the validity of the step the PC is looking to take prior to the 
Housing Needs Survey (asking SCDC who is on the list).  Every household in the village 
should be invited to return the information, but this is the second step. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Cllr Roberts 
 
 
 
 
 

11. BURIAL BOARD: 
a) CEMETERY INSPECTION 
Clerk to set up a doodle poll re dates for a cemetery inspection. 
 
Gates possibly need repainting and Dave Salmons to look at making the workings smoother. 
 
The Cemetery extension needs planning and should be discussed at the inspection. 
 

 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 
(Clerk) 

12. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
Cllr Wragg reported that there will be a tree removed from the green adjacent to Jacksons 
Way and after its removal, they will apply for Village Green status.  Will the PC confirm that 
once removed and green status is obtained, that the PC continue to maintain the grass?  This 
was agreed by all.  The Clerk to feed this back. 
 
Two trees have been pollarded in Cambridge Road, on village land - there are some chippings 
remaining.  The PC are grateful for the responsible maintenance.   
 
Clerk to resend e-mails to the new Tree Officer ref trees in Dovehouse Close and Ryecroft 
Lane, having had 3 attempts at requesting a response from the department at SCDC.. 
 
Protected verges - these can be cut late April or 2nd week in May, it was agreed to undertake 
the work next week.  They have spoken to the adjoining landowner, Mr Sheldrick and the 
preference would be to not go in-between the trees to allow ground nesting.  The PC are 
happy to allow a strip for nesting.  The Clerk to commission the work. 
 
Balfour Beatty has re-seeded the areas in Savile Way.  There is still an area to look at in St 
Mary's Walk - Clerk (Mrs Moss, Number 3) 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

13. FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES 
a) CHEQUES PAID 

• Mrs J Wright, April 15 Salary - £648.00 
• Mileage Reimbursement for Cllr Wragg - £22.50, Cllr Sunderland - £15.30, Cllr Peacock - £15.30 
• E-on Chapel Electricity £25.52 
• Seniorlink Eldercare Mar 15 (monthly charge for residents' pendant scheme) - £64.43 
• J Wright telecoms refund Mar 15 - £ 
• Cambridge and Peterborough Association of Local Councils Annual Membership Fee £313.09 
• Refuse Collection for Cemetery Bin - Annual fee - £78.00 
• Playdale Playgrounds (new wooden train) - £1056 
• Nico Schonken - Annual Web Hosting fee - £14.00 
• Cheques in - memorial stone for Ward £420 and stone and interment fee for Clark/Fit £280 

 
 
b) VILLAGE HALL FURNITURE REQUEST 
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This has been agreed in the Finance Meeting for £1000 towards VH furniture from Section 
106 funds, following a receipted invoice for the goods. 
 

14. CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence list was noted.   
 
Cllr Wragg added a letter from Andrew Lansley, following the poor response from the Quality 
Control regarding the Planning Appeal process.  The response from Eric Pickles MP was 
equally disappointing and will be circulated to Cllrs. 
 
Cllr Roberts said all responses are very disappointing and dismissive, despite well thought out 
and reasoned arguments for refusing an appeal. 
 
Cllr's to think about locations of the new village map. 
 
Moat sign to be replaced (Clerk to contact CCC - Monuments)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All 
 
Clerk 

15. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
 
The Notice Board needs wood replacing - Clerk to speak to Dave Salmons 
 
Chapel Lane ditch still very overgrown - Cllr Roberts to speak to SCDC. 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Cllr Roberts 

16. OTHER MATTERS: 
Reported on the Village meeting - Clerk happy to source some refreshments and soft drinks.   
 
Cllr Wragg once again thanked Cllr Bottrill for his hard work, commitment and support, and 
this was echoed by all. 
 
The meeting closed at 21:00pm 

 
Clerk 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 19TH MAY 2015 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg, (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr C Howe, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr D Roberts  
  and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Mr A Neal, Mrs S Crowther, Mr Anderson, Mr J Bottrill, Mrs D Woods. 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr Sunderland and County Cllr, Peter Topping 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared. 

 

3.  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
Cllr Roberts proposed Cllr Wragg as Chairman, saying he has been an excellent Chairman 
this year.  Cllr Howe seconded this motion, there were no further nominations and all agreed.  
Cllr Wragg accepted the post.   
 

 

4. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN 
Cllr Wragg proposed Cllr Roberts as Vice Chairman, saying she had been very supportive the 
previous year.  Cllr Bearpark seconded this motion, there were no further nominations and all 
agreed.  Cllr Roberts accepted the post. 

 

5. ELECTION OF COMMITTEES / REPRESENTATIVES 
Chair of Planning - Cllr Roberts was proposed by Cllr Wragg, seconded by Cllr Howe .  There 
were no further nominations and all agreed. 

Vice-Chairman of Planning - Cllr Peacock was proposed by Cllr Roberts, seconded by Cllr 
Howe.  There were no further nominations and all agreed. 

Chairman of Finance - Cllr Sunderland was proposed by Cllr Wragg, seconded by Cllr 
Peacock.  There were no further nominations and all agreed. 

Vice-Chairman of Finance - Cllr Wragg was proposed by Cllr Howe, seconded by Cllr 
Bearpark.  There were no further nominations and all agreed. 

All Cllrs agreed to be on both Planning and Finance Committees and the Burial Board as 
required. 
 

 

6. ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE SIGNING 
All documentation was signed and witnessed by the Clerk. 

 

7. ACCEPTANCE OF NEW COUNCILLORS 
All documentation was signed and witnessed by the Clerk. 

The Clerk had double-checked the position with SCDC to ensure that Mrs Crowther could be 
co-opted after the election, and it in order.  Cllr Crowther accepted the position and was 
welcomed to the Council. 

 

8. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 21ST APRIL 2015:  
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record, with a correct date change! 
 
A) REVIEW / AGREEMENT OF CODE OF CONDUCT, STANDING ORDERS, ASSET 
REGISTER AND RISK ASSESSMENTS FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING 
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Cllr Peacock proposed and Cllr Roberts seconded and all agreed (other than Cllr Crowther 
who had not been present at the meeting as a Cllr.) 

9. MATTERS ARISING:     

The vacancy at The Triangle has been filled by a Fowlmere village family with children at the 
school. 

The tree at Jackson's Way has been removed, and the Council recorded its thanks to Salli 
Roskilly for her organisation of this. 

 

10. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Topping was unable to attend the meeting but sent the following report: 

"I'm doing a review this week in an underground room near the Treasury. I may not be able to 
attend this evening so here is a very brief report: if there is anything else you were awaiting an 
update on please email me back!  
 
1. The County Council Has secured funding to enable those premises that can’t currently 
order better broadband. These are known as "not spots" as opposed to "hot spots". Ho-ho. 
 
Anyway, Planning is now underway for this follow-on phase of the fibre broadband rollout 
programme to be delivered from spring 2016. If you contact your service provider (ie BT or 
AOL or whoever) and ask for a Fibre based package to deliver superfast broadband, if they 
reply that it isn't available in your location, then you may be in a not-spot.  
 
You need to email Connecting Cambridgeshire (copied to me optionally as Broadband 
Champion please) with the post code and they can add it to list of places where they need to 
boost the connections. But you do have to talk to your service provider first!  
 
2. The Boundaries Commission has published its recommendations for Cambridgeshire 
county council with the aim of reducing the number of councillors. So far as Fowlmere is 
concerned the county council division of Duxford would shift to the west slightly to take in 
Foxton and also Points south of the A505. Any comments need to be Sent in the next month 
to the boundaries commission." 
 
Cllr Roberts asked the Clerk to circulate the documentation by e-mail.  Clerk to contact Foxton 
to let them know our approach.  

A) TRAFFIC SURVEYS 
This is to be carried forward to next meeting. 
 
B) ROAD SURFACES 
The dip by the school needs to be reported (Clerk). 

The dip in road by The Swan has now been reported.  The owners of the two houses at either 
end of the tunnel are De Wolfe and Mr Sheldrick. 

It was suggested that Subterranea Britannica come and look at the tunnel - Clerk to put on 
next agenda. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
(Clerk) 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
(Clerk) 

11. ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING 
 A) REVIEWING POINTS ARISING FROM THE MEETING 
Cllr Roberts - Thanks were given to the Clerk for organising the food for the annual meeting 
and for welcoming attendees.  Sadly the wish of the PC to make it a more pleasant 
arrangement had not appreciated by all, and it was treated as an event to brow-beat the 
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members of the Council, with no words of any appreciation for what has been a lot of hard 
work over the last year.  The PC has an obligation to comply with certain 
regulations/guidelines etc and felt it was a disappointment for all hardworking Fowlmere 
Parish Councillors.  Cllr Roberts would recommend the minutes remain draft until the next 
meeting and are only then put forward into the public domain and keep the meeting more 
business-like. 
 
Cllr Bearpark asked about the complaints procedure and suggested that Cllr Wragg invites 
people to go through the proper channels at such meetings if they have a grievance and this 
would be part of the standing orders (section 77 of the model standing orders). But it has to be 
a breach, not just a dislike of a decision.  This should avoid some of the confrontations. 
 
B) REVIEWING PROCEDURES ASSOCIATED WITH MEETING 
Cllr Roberts would like minuted that at the Annual Parish meeting she was accused of lying 
about a cost decision on the Dean's Farm appeal application where the appellant declared all 
costs were received by him.  Cllr Roberts had expressed her doubts that from her memory of 
the case.  The decision of the planning inspector was circulated at this meeting to show that 
the costs were not awarded to Mr Deans (quote reference number).  Cllr Wragg said this was 
a very unsatisfactory, and asked the Clerk to attach a copy of the document of the planning 
inspector’s decision to the minutes. 
 
The PC needed to look at how the evening runs.  Cllr Wragg has done some research and 
there are guidelines set within Standing Orders and some basics could be added - it is a 
village meeting not a PC meeting.  A draft of a new insertion should be prepared for the next 
meeting.  Advance warning of any questions on the flyer - put on the next agenda. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Clerk) 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Wragg 
(Clerk) 

12. DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE 
Cllr Roberts reported that a planning application in Foxton for 95 houses was refused at 
SCDC (unanimous) - the village was surveyed and 2 public meetings were held, with a 60% 
response with a 95% response for the PC to fight for a refusal - there was strong feeling it 
would 'destroy the village'. 

 

13. SUSTAINABLE PARISH ENERGY PARTNERSHIP EVENT  
Cllr Peacock circulated the documentation from the meeting to all Cllr's with an idea for a 
meeting in the Autumn. 
 

 

14. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
a) HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY 
The Clerk asked to resend he re-mail to Uzma Ali at SCDC 
 
The meeting was opened, and then closed to members of the public and press 
 
Mr Anderson - wool is used as insulation and it is very ecological and should be considered in 
lines with sustainability.  Cllr Crowther asked if it affects asthma but it is likely to be the 
colouring or lanolin, not the wool, which is the issue.  Lanolin can be removed.  Some houses 
have circulated air which can acerbate this.  Woolmark.com is a useful source of information 
and Cllr Wragg thanked Mr Anderson for his information. 
 
Mr Neal - is very disappointed that Cllr Bearpark has not become the chairman of a 
committee.  Cllr Wragg has said that the annual village meeting is not parish business today.  
There are no written rules and this subject will be returned to.  Cllr Roberts said it was very 
clear we were discussing procedure only and the PC side of the meeting needs to tighten up 
procedures.   
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Mr Neal said he could not believe the Clerk when she made a statement concerning two 
words changed to the draft minutes, and continued to question the Clerk’s integrity.   
 
Cllr Roberts explained again that draft minutes which are minutes which have not been put in 
front of a meeting and approved, therefore can be changed.  After agreement they can't be 
changed and before that they can be changed. 
 
Cllr Wragg said the Clerk answered the question before and it would not change the answer 
by asking the same question many times, and that the matter is closed. 
 
Mr Neal asked about the finances and asked to be sent a copy.  Clerk to send. 
 
Mrs Woods asked about the VH request for further Section 106 funding and it was agreed that 
it will be put into the next Finance agenda in July.  It was asked if the VH were also asking 
businesses too for funding and Mrs Woods said they were asking the PC as the first port of 
call. 
 
John Bottrill asked about if draft minutes can be released early every month.  It was agreed 
the Clerk should ask what other PCs do.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
(Clerk) 
 
 
 
Clerk 

15. BURIAL BOARD: 
a) CEMETERY INSPECTION 
 
Clerk to resend doodlepoll re date for inspection 
 
The Barnes family have submitted an application for a memorial stone via Newlings of 
Royston.  The stone is not a regular shape and the PC asked for a symmetrical shape and 
advised the family to take a further look at refining the overall shape and size.  The thickness 
is also an issue - we need to find out the colour too - Clerk to liaise with Newlings. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

16. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
A) DAVE SALMONS WORK 
It was agreed that Dave should commence some minor repair work, with the larger items 
being referred to the next Finance meeting. 
 
Order swingseats and chains - Clerk to do. 
Dave Salmons to install - £25. 
 
To mend the square seating area - £60. 
 
Cemetery gates - Dave kindly oiled and cleaned these free of charge.  
To rub them down and repaint - £220 (to be agreed in July). 
 
Fascia on pub falling down onto notice-board - this is the responsibility of the Pub - Clerk to 
contact the Swan. 
 
VH swing seat needs repairing - £25. 
 
VH excessive chain needs sorting - £25. 
 
Butts multiplay - wooden platform x 3 need replacing - remove and infill with concrete - £200, 
to be agreed in July. 
 
Butts Cracks on big swings wooden posts and excessive wear on chains - leave as rotten so 
should replace in time.. 
 
B) SAVILE WAY PLANTING 
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The PC is waiting for feedback from Jason Rayner re the initial digging.   
 

17. FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES 
A) MINUTES FROM 21ST APRIL 2015 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Finance and General Purposes 
Committee held in the School Room, URC, Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, Tuesday 21st April 2015 

at 7:00pm. 

Present:     Cllr M Sunderland (Chair), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Bottrill, Cllr C 
 Howe, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr D Roberts, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J 
 Wright Clerk.   

1. Apologies for absence 
 There were no apologies for absence 

2. Minutes of previous meeting/Matters Arising 
The previous minutes of 20th January 2015 had already been agreed and signed at a 
previous PC meeting. 
 

      3. Review of income and expenditure. 
  a) Audit Update 
  All completed and needs to be submitted to the internal auditors in  
  Royston this week - Cllr J Peacock proposed, Cllr Roberts seconded  
  and all agreed to accept the Financial Statement as circulated.    
 
  b) Royston Community Transport (and review other donations) 
  The PC agreed to donate £300 as per last year.  Cllr Sunderland to check the 
  usage for the Melbourn Youth Club. It could do with some help with  
  transporting children to and from the club - further investigation to be  
  taken (£200 per year was suggested).  The Senior Citizen's Xmas Dinner 
  and British Legion donation should still go ahead as planned. 
 
  The Village Hall have asked for a donation towards some furniture.  The PC 
  offered to help with £1000 towards the overall cost of about £2500.  Cllr  
  Sunderland proposed, Cllr Roberts seconded, and the majority agreed.  The 
  Clerk to put on the next agenda for a new VH representative after Cllr Bottrill 
  steps down. 
 

4. Precept 
 The precept has been paid (first 6 months). 
 
5. Trees, Grass and Hedges 
  a) Protected Verges 
  These are to be cut at the end of April and the price is the same as last year. 
   
Mrs Ford has mentioned about the trees opposite her house.  They get cut back every 2 
years so should be considered in the next round of village tree work, along with the Moat 
trees. 
 
Savile Way needs to be dug and Lamorna is letting the Clerk know the contact - it may 
disturb the wall but reassurances need to be made and consideration given to the wall 
and tree roots, Clerk to let the householders know and take photos of the crack on the 
wall before work commences.   
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6. Future Projects 
  a) Spending Priorities 
  There is room for future spending in the future - possible the play-boat to be 
considered?  A plaque can be bought for by the by the PC for Eilish, with an official 
presentation, could be linked to the Beads of Courage. 
 
  b) Village map (Stand) 
  2 maps are planned, one to replace the one outside St Mary's and one 
possibly on The Butts, by the school. 
   
  c) Play Equipment 
  Toddler play equipment was suggested as a future purchase 
  
7. Other Matters 
The Clerk mentioned the invite to all Cllr's to the School Art Exhibition at the weekend. 

It was requested that someone holds a spare key for the cemetery once Cllr Bottrill steps 
down. 
 
8. Date of next meeting 

Tuesday 21st July 2015 (presumably 7:00pm), prior to the PC Meeting at the URC, 
Chapel Lane.   

 
The meeting closed at 21:15pm.   

************************************************ 

The minutes were agreed and signed as a true and accurate record. 

B) CHEQUES PAID 
• Mrs J Wright, May 15 Salary - £648.00 
• Seniorlink Eldercare April 15 (monthly charge for residents' pendant scheme) - £62.34 
• LW mileage for trip to Cambourne - £15.30 
• School grass cutting contribution - £491.72 
• Hardy Landscapes - April 15 - £1000.46 
• Cambridgeshire Acre - Annual Membership fee (processing wages) - £54.00 
• Playsafety Ltd - ROSPA Playground annual inspection - £170.40 
• The Works, 2 x lever arch files, 12 x stamps - payable back to J Wright - £10.54 
• tesco.com - refreshments for Village Meeting - payable back to J Wright - £43.03 
• Hardcastle Burton - Internal Audit fee - £420.00 
• Dave Salmons - Butts Area prep for TT Table - £700.00 (Section 106 money) 
• P Rooke and MJP Services - Digging of TT Table area and soil removal - £530.00 (Section 106 money) 
• Table Tennis Tables - £694.99 (Section 106 money) 
• Agriplant - Protected verges - £822  
• J Wright telecoms refund April15 - £32.44 
• Donation to Royston Community Transport - £300.00 
• Aon Insurance - £1362.36 

 
It was agreed that contracts are reassessed in the Autumn, ahead of 2016-2017 financial 
year.  Clerk to take forward and do later in the year. 

 
 
b) VILLAGE HALL FURNITURE REQUEST 
This had been agreed and any further requests will be discussed at the next Finance Meeting 
 
C) VILLAGE TREE SURVEYS 
The Clerk to start this ball rolling at the end of the summer. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Clerk) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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D) VILLAGE HALL REQUEST 
As discussed previously. 
 
E) AUDIT 
The Audit has been sent off for external audit, having passed the internal audit. 
 

18. CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence list was noted.   
 
There is an Alsatian dog off the lead at The Butts.  Clerk to contact Martin Sheldrick. 
 
The Moat map - Jan to confirm the names on it and Clerk to send CCC an e-mail to protest at 
their refusal to issue a new one. 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Cllr 
Peacock / 
Clerk 

19. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
 
A local resident was worried about play equipment plans for The Green, which is not to be the 
case.  
 
Drainage at Lynch Lane - CCC are investigating.  
 

 
 

20. OTHER MATTERS: 
A) VILLAGE HALL REPRESENTATIVE 
The meetings are the 1st Wednesday in the month, not August and January.  To be brought to 
the next meeting. 
 
Zebra crossing - Cllr Howe said they are £15,000 to £20,000.  Cllr Crowther asked if the 
school fund-raises.  The PC has to fund-raise at least 10%. 
 
Cllr Wragg to speak to the school to see if there is a need. 
 
Cllr Crowther Re The Triangle - there is no green area at The Triangle for children to play on.  
The Wilkinson family may be reluctant to sell further land - but would they rent some land out?  
Cllr Roberts has said the PC cannot support anything further on the land which is outside the 
Village Envelope, but that King Street Housing might be better placed.  Clerk to write to them 
(Diane...) to say there are families with a need for some playspace - would it be possible for 
KSH to consider negotiating with the landowners for leasing a small area of the field for 
children to play in, on a short term basis? 
 
Can they install a handmade sign to say 'please slow down, children playing' - Cllr Roberts to 
speak to Diane at King Street Housing. 
 
Cllr Bearpark offered to help the Clerk with the technical aspects of the new map stand and 
construction. 
 
The Clerk is away on holiday next week. 
 
The meeting closed at 21:45pm 

 
 
(Clerk) 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Wragg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Cllr Roberts 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 16TH JUNE 2015 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg, (Chairman), Cllr S Crowther, Cllr D Roberts and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE:   Mrs J Houghton, Cllr Peter Topping, Mr J Bottrill, Mrs P Willis, Mr and Mrs  
   Bradshaw, Mr D Collier 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr C Howe and Cllr 
M Sunderland hoping to attend after a very late running hospital appt. 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
Cllr Crowther excused herself from the 'Memorial Stones' item under 'Burial Board' due to a 
family memorial stone being discussed. 

 

3.  ACCEPTANCE OF NEW COUNCILLORS AND ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE SIGNING 
Cllr Houghton was welcomed onto the Parish Council.  Cllr Sunderland, who has been away is 
still to complete the paperwork for his position of Finance Chairman. 

All documentation was signed and witnessed by the Clerk. 

 

4. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 19TH MAY 2015:  
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

5. MATTERS ARISING:     
Cllr Wragg has spoken to the Headteacher Mrs Mepham about the school's opinion for a 
crossing - Mrs Mepham would seek opinion but thought that directly opposite the school gates 
would be a preferred location. 

 

6. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Topping attended the meeting and gave the following report: 

"Boundary review of County Council 
The Boundary commission proposals reducing the number of county council divisions are out 
to consultation. People can make a submission to the Cambridgeshire electoral review, 
through consultation.lgbce.org.uk, sending an e-mail to reviews@lgbce.org.uk. The key point 
for Fowlmere is that their is an alignment with Foxton, and the proposed division covering 
Fowlmere is made up of villages which have broadly similar make-up and issues. The new 
divisions in the south of the county are geographically larger than before. The Boundary 
Commission is also starting a review of district council boundaries.  
 
The County Council is also seeking views on its flood management strategy. The problems 
winter before last were often caused more by ditches and soakways not being maintained, 
more than because we live near rivers and lakes. If people want to give their views the link is 
www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/NBICY/ until 14 July. If there are flooding issues, now would be the 
time for the parish council to meet with highways to get the work schedule agreed before the 
winter. 
 
Superfast broadband 
The Connecting Cambridgeshire team – I saw them on Tuesday - were very grateful for the 
detailed information supplied by local residents – this has enabled them to go back to BT and 
ask questions about the initial mapping where cul de sacs might have been missed.  
As always, websites such as www.moneysupermarket.com provide simple guidance on what 
this is all about, and it pays to shop around. 
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Balfour Beatty streetlighting 
I have chased up Peta, who is holding the fort after the departure of Keeley. They have now 
visited the villages where work is still outstanding and they  tell me that they aim to complete 
by the end of June. They will email me the dates for that work next week and I will forward to 
Jacqui if there are any remaining problems for Fowlmere.  
 
Village school places 
The situation is still very difficult in that demand exceeds supply. I am aware of a family in 
Ickleton that might need to have to send a child to Linton. I am advising a family in 
Whittlesford that is going to appeal, although the appeal rules are very restricted. If there are 
families facing these problems in Fowlmere then please ask them to contact me and I will do 
what I can to assist. I have had meetings with the admissions manager at the county last 
week about what to do in the longer terms - decide which school has the location for 
expansion and build there. 
 
County Council minor highways scheme 
Bids are due in the autumn, so now is the time to decide if any scheme is to be pursued, and 
– importantly – to schedule meetings with highways engineers to obtain rough order costings 
and get them on side. 
 
Neighbourhood Plan 
Whittlesford Parish Council remain very keen to understand the work of other villages. I 
understand that Foxton have made progress on their plan – given the similarities ie proximity 
to a rail station, it might be worth a joint meeting with Foxton to understand how they have got 
on. 
 
I have asked - but not yet had - an update on Flints Cross from the County (Andrew 
Greenwood). 
 
HGVs 
Still need to get this meeting about putting weight restrictions to prevent rat-running through 
villages set up with David Lines – I will update at the meeting as I have a session with Mike 
Cooper this morning. 
 
Other news… 
The County Council attempt to go into a commercial partnership to re-use parts of the Central 
Cambridge Library has been suspended following revelations that the owner of the company 
is disqualified from being a company director until 2019. There will be a full council meeting on 
this issue. 
I was interviewed by BBC Radio Cambridge regarding the Babraham roundabout on the 
A1307 where cars keep spinning, and what the county council can do to prevent this. 
I was very pleased to attend the installation of the new vicar covering the parishes of Thriplow, 
Foxton, Fowlmere and Shepreth. 
The County Council now has a policy of asking parish councils to pay for village road signs if 
they need replacing.   
Email peter.topping@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
tel 07825 876582 
twitter @petertopping" 
 
Clerk to speak to Mike Cooper (CCC) about the clearing of an underground pipe in Chapel 
Lane. 

Cllr Topping added that if the school needs additional school classrooms, now is the time to 
speak to County as there is a need for increased places.  Cllr Roberts to speak to the school 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Roberts 

mailto:peter.topping@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
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as she is now to be on the Governors. 

Butts Lane is sinking and County need to do something about that urgently. 
 
Long Lane has had sewage poured into the drains from a blockage at The Swan (11th June), 
not due to the building work underway along Long Lane (they have had an anonymous 
complaint letter, blaming their workmanship which the site manager has strongly denied.) The 
gulleys on both sides of the road are blocked.  Clerk to contact SCDC Environmental Health to 
attend. 

Unsafe cellar doors at the old Black Horse Pub - this should be brought to the attention of the 
house owners - Clerk to write. 

A) TRAFFIC SURVEYS 
Cllr Wragg asked who the Highways Panel was made up of in 2014 -  Cllr Topping thought it 
was Roger Hickford who Chaired, with Tony Algy, David Jenkins, Mandy Smith - notes are 
taken, not minutes and these are not published. 
 
B) TUNNEL UNDER HIGH STREET 
Subterranean Britannica have surveyed the tunnel in the past, Cllr Wragg asked if CCC can 
assess the max weight which can passing over the tunnel? 

 
 
Cllr Topping 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Topping 

7. DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE 
The Examination in public of the Local Plan - this has been suspended and there are serious 
issues with no timescales, producing excess speculative development.  Cllr Roberts to keep 
the PC up-to-date with developments. 

 

8. SUSTAINABLE PARISH ENERGY PARTNERSHIP EVENT  
There is nothing to update - to be deferred to the next meeting. 
 

 

9. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
a) HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY 
The PC was approached by Cambs Acre to see if the PC wanted another survey undertaken.  
Enquiries have been made as to need via SCDC as to current bidding figures but the 
indication is not clear so Cllr Roberts will get clarification on the actual numbers, to report at 
the July meeting.  Clerk to send a holding e-mail to Cambs Acre - to say the PC is actively 
investigating at present. 
 
Clerk to respond to a speculative letter concerning a potential development in Long lane to 
say the PC will not enter into discussions prior to a formal planning application. 
 
 
The meeting was opened to members of the public and press 
 
Mr Bottrill's questions were raised - the issue of over-parking at the end of Dovehouse Close - 
this has been repeated at SCDC and it will be looked at again by them. 
 
Draft Minutes to be discussed further on July minutes. 
 
The path to be cleared between Chapel Lane and Ryecroft Lane - Cllr Roberts to report this at 
SCDC/CCC 
 
The ditch under Chapel Lane needs clearing first to determine if the pipe is blocked, there's 
nowhere for the blocked pipe to go otherwise.  Clerk to pass onto Mike Cooper in line with the 

 
 
 
 
Cllr Roberts 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Roberts 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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request at item 6. 
 
Mr and Mrs Bradshaw, Rectory Lane - has Cllr Topping received the letter concerning the 
parking in Rectory Lane?  The PC has no control over parking.  Mr and Mrs Bradshaw feel 
there will be continuing issues over parking in the future.  CCC can only be asked what their 
views are.  Clerk to check if Cllr Topping has received letter. 
 
Mrs Willis, a tree is dead on The Butts - needs to be removed.  Clerk to ask Chris Wall in the 
first instance 
 
She also asked could there be any benches installed on the Butts, along the top rail, 
purchased with Section 106 money?  This to be discussed at next Finance meeting 
 
Mrs Willis also requested a 'village noticeboard' which the PC are looking into with no 
response back from The Swan - she suggested it goes on The Butts which needs further 
discussion at the Finance Meeting?. 

 
 
 
(Clerk) 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 

10. BURIAL BOARD: 
a) CEMETERY INSPECTION 
7:15pm to be rescheduled from 7:30pm on Wednesday 17th June. 
 
B) MEMORIAL STONES 
Cllr Crowther left the meeting as this relates to her direct family.  The Barnes memorial stone 
was discussed.  A decision to be taken at the next meeting as additional members will be 
present.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
(Clerk) 

11. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
A) SAVILE WAY PLANTING 
Jason Rayner quote to be decided at the Finance Meeting in July, to plant in the Autumn.. 
 
B) MOAT SIGN   
Cllr Peacock to see who else is responsible for the original sign 
 
C) CHAPEL LANE / RYECROFT LANE ALLEYWAY 
This was previously discussed. 
 
The wildflowers are growing from SCDC. 
 
Clerk to write to KSH about the large tree outside numbers 1 and 2 The Triangle, to ask them 
to please consider removing part of the tree. 
 
A verge needs be cut on Cambridge Road - again, Clerk to write to KSH 
 
Clerk to write to the Mulholland family to thank them formally for their kind donation of a bench 
at the Cemetery and to progress a plaque on the new item of play equipment.   
 
Dave Salmons kindly removed a piece of metal jutting out of The Butts, probably an old tree 
support 

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Cllr 
Peacock 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 

12. FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES 
A) CHEQUES PAID 

• Mrs J Wright, June 15 Salary - £648.00 
• Seniorlink Eldercare May 15 (monthly charge for residents' pendant scheme) - £64.43 
• LW mileage for trip to Cambourne - £15.30 
• Hardy Landscapes - May 15 - £1501.54 
• J Wright telecoms refund May15 - £27.52 
• Fowlmere Village Hall - Section 106 money towards new tables and chairs - £1000.00 
• Cambridgeshire Acre - Payroll Services April - June 2015 - £36.00 
• J Wright refund from Amazon for printer toner £49.75 
• D Salmons (repair seat at Butts, bench at VH, swing chains VH, install wooden train on Butts, and TT Table 

on Butts)  - £410.00 
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• SCDC - Cost for uncontested election - £135.00 
• Money in from CCC, towards grass maintenance - £927.74 

 
Balances at Bank as of 14th June 2015: 
Current A/C (Santander) £38,916.83 
Deposit A/C (Santander) £19,953.66 
Cambridge Building Society £40,000.00 
Petty Cash £270.42 
 (£39,464.73 of this is Section 106 Money) 
 
 

Clerk to challenge the uncontested election costs with SCDC 
 
The cost of new swings and chains at The Butts as needed in the ROSPA report is 
£404.53.  Cllr Roberts proposed, Cllr Crowther seconded and all agreed to progress their 
purchase and fitting from Wicksteed. 
 
Clerk to request a few photos of the new TT Table from the school to use on the web-site. 
 
Clerk to query the cost of a zip-wire. 
 
Cllr Crowther asked if land could be purchased with Section 106 money to provide a play 
area at The Triangle.  The Clerk has asked the question of KSH if they would be willing to 
negotiate on behalf of the land owners and the PC awaits a reply.  Clark to chase mid 
month. 
 

B) VILLAGE HALL REPRESENTATIVE 
A member of the PC needs to sit on the VH Committee, Cllr Crowther has a conflict of 
interests as she is employed by the VH - it was agreed to wait until there was a full 
attendance. 
 
C) VILLAGE MEETING PROCEDURES 
To be classed as 'draft minutes' and to go on the next meeting agenda. 
 
D) PROVISION FOR POSSIBLE PROFESSIONAL PLANNING ADVICE 
There could be an influx of speculative planning applications and the PC recognises this and 
have funds allocated for planning expertise as necessary, there is money available in the 
deposit funds.  In principal it was agreed this could be taken further if necessary - Cllr Roberts 
proposed, Cllr Houghton seconded and all agreed that this might be a necessary course of 
action, until the Local Plan is formalised and the risk is lowered, to deal with the exposure 
caused by not having a new approved local plan. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
(Clerk) 
 
 
 
 
(Clerk) 

13. CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence list was noted.   
 

 
 

14. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
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15. OTHER MATTERS: 
Cllr Crowther to enquire about the cost of an old-fashioned red telephone box with the aim of 
having a library in it 
 
Clerk to send the May minutes to Cllr Wragg re attaching the Deans Appeal report as stated. 
 
Cllr Roberts has spoken to SCDC re the state of the grounds at The Swan which are in a very 
poor state of repair, especially as an eating establishment.  SCDC are going to take a look.   
 
Parking on The Triangle is an issue with seemingly unfair allocations of parking.  Cllr's to take 
a further look.   
 
The meeting closed at 21:30 

 
Cllr 
Crowther 
 
Clerk / Cllr 
Wragg 
 
 
 
All Cllr's 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 21ST JULY 2015 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts, (Vice-Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr S Crowther, Cllr J Houghton, Cllr M 
  Sunderland and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE:   Mr Mel Vinton, Mr and Mrs Roskilly, Mr Andrews, Mrs Dorothy Woods 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr L Wragg, Cllr J Peacock and Cllr C Howe  

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
Cllr Crowther excused herself from the 'Memorial Stones' item under 'Burial Board' due to a family 
memorial stone being discussed. 

 

3.  MEETING WITH POTENTIAL NEW CLLR'S 
Cllr Roberts introduced Mr Mel Vinton as a resident of the village of 30 years who has expressed an 
interest in joining the PC.  The Cllr's chatted to Mr Vinton who was going to consider what he was able 
to commit too in terms of time. 
 
Item 11 was brought forward (Planning) and discussed at this point.   

 

4. NEW COUNCILLORS AND ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE SIGNING 
Cllr Sunderland completed the paperwork for his position of Finance Chairman. 

All documentation was signed and witnessed by the Clerk. 

 

5. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 16TH JUNE 2015:  
The minutes were to be agreed and signed as a true record following the meeting. 

 

6. MATTERS ARISING:     
There were no matters arising 

 

7. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Topping was unable to attend the meeting but sent the following report: 
 
"1. I have chased up Mike Cooper re the tunnels under the High Street but his reply was (a) they are 
inspected quarterly and (b) it isn't entirely a matter for the county council. I have now asked him for a 
copy of the most recent inspection. 
2. I tried several routes regarding the Apple Acre Park information but drew a blank - I don't think 
county council corporate memory goes back that far. 
3. This is the time of year to consider what bid should go into the local traffic  improvement process. 
Happy to have a meeting to discuss options and see how chances might be improved. 
4. I have asked the county why the Flint Cross fire site has not been cleared by the due date as 
required by the Environment Agency. I am writing to our MP to see if we can get the Environment 
Minister to put pressure on the Env. Agency." 
 
Cllr Roberts reported the sinking road at Westfield Rd which had been reported and the white lining 
has disappeared by the war memorial junction (Clerk to report). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

8. DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE 
Nothing to report other then the Local Plan saga continues but it is not expected to be resolved soon 
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which is worrying.  98 houses in Foxton have put in an appeal following refusal. 

9. SUSTAINABLE PARISH ENERGY PARTNERSHIP EVENT  
There is nothing to update - to be deferred to the next meeting. 
 

 

10. DRAFT MINUTES 
To go on the September agenda when Cllr Wragg will be present. 
 

 

11. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
a) MINUTES FROM 16TH, 24TH JUNE AND 14TH JULY 2015 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF 
FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, 
CHAPEL, LANE, FOWLMERE ON TUESDAY 16TH JUNE 2015 AT 7:00PM 
 
PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr S Crowther, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr C Howe, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr M Sunderland 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Mr J Bottrill, Mrs J Houghton 

 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 

Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District 
Council she will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District 
Cllr at SCDC, the same applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, afresh. 

Item number 3, Cllr Roberts is the next-door neighbour and will declare a personal interest and 
will take no part in the decision making and leave the room.  Item number 6, Cllr Crowther is 
related to the applicant and will declare a personal interest and will take no part in any discussion 
and will leave the room.  

2. S/1153/15/FL 
Single storey brick built detached garage with pitched roof 
74 Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambs, SG8 7SD 
Mr Mike Maclaurin 
The Parish Council has no objections as it is not detrimental to any neighbours. 

3. S/0494/15/FL 
Single Storey rear extension 
Par Lain, Long Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7TG 
Mr Colin Jacklin 
The Parish Council was not quorate at this point as Cllr Roberts left the meeting at 19:08 due to 
reasons listed at item 1.  There was no site plan to see how close neighbouring properties are 
but a 'non-quorate comment' is that the Parish Council has no objections to this application. 

Cllr Roberts returned at 19:11 

4. S/1360/15/FL 
Two storey side extension 
Hideaway, Lynch Lane, Fowlmere, Cambs, SG8 7SX 
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Mr Kelvin Biggs 
The Parish Council will defer this until the next meeting on Wednesday 24th June to determine 
the view for the neighbouring properties.   

5. S/1178/15/LD  - For Information Only 
Lawful development certificate for single storey extension to side dwelling 
2 Ryecroft Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambs, SG8 7TT 
Mr Andrew Hunt  
The Parish Council noted the application 

6. S/1115/15/PM  - For Information Only 
Change of use of an existing agricultural building and land to a tea shop/cafe (use class A3) 
Deans farm, Shepreth Road, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7TG 
Mr Tony Deans 
Cllr Crowther left the room at 19:19 as stated in item 1.  This item is for information only so the 
fact that the Parish Council is not quorate at this stage, which is not an issue.  Cllr Crowther 
returned at 19:20. 

The Parish Council noted the application 

7. S/3017/14/FL  - For Information Only - Went to SCDC Planning Committee on 1st April 
2015 
Siting of a static mobile home in rear garden and a single storey rear extension to existing 
dwelling 
22 Pipers Close, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambs, SG8 7RX 
James and Janice Roberts 
The Parish Council noted the information. 

8. S/3017/14/FL  - For Information Only - Permission Refused 
Siting of a static mobile home in rear garden and a single storey rear extension to existing 
dwelling 
22 Pipers Close, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambs, SG8 7RX 
James and Janice Roberts 

The Parish Council noted the decision 

9. S/0486/15/LB  - For Information Only - Permission Granted 
Erection of partition wall and internal door to utility room to create shower room with toilet, 
shower, sink and the installation of obscure glazing to the window and recessed lighting to ceiling 
2 Hillside Cottages, High Street, Fowlmere, Cambs, SG8 7SJ 
Mr Daniel Darley 

The Parish Council noted the decision 

10. Record 10935  - For Information Only - Decided by SCDC Tree Officer 
Application to undertake work on trees situated within a Conservation Area 
20 Chapel, Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambs, SG8 7SD 
Mr B Agrawal 

The Parish Council noted the application 
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11. S/2829/14/FL  - For Information Only - Went to SCDC Planning Committee on 3rd June 
2015 
Change of Use/conversion of redundant former barn building to dwelling and erection of garage 
Rear of Lanacre, Chrishall Rd, Fowlmere, Cambs, SG8 tRY 

Mr Colin Blundell 

The Parish Council noted the information. 

This was subsequently 'allowed' at the SCDC Planning Meeting.  The PC was concerned about 
some missing information at the SCDC Planning Meeting.  Cllr Roberts and Cllr Wragg said there 
were serious material considerations which were not given to the SCDC planning committee and 
they are asking for it to be taken back to SCDC Committee.  All agreed to seek planning advice if 
necessary. 

12. S/1151/15/DC  - For Information Only 

Discharge of Conditions 5 (boundary treatment), 6 (Materials) and 11 (Acoustic Fence) of 
S/0782/14  

Queen's Head, Long Lane, Fowlmere, Cambs, SG8 7SZ 

Mr Craig Springham, Bigspring Developments Ltd 

The Parish Council noted the information. 

13. Other Matters and Updates  

The meeting closed at 7:29pm 

 

******************************************************************* 
 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, CHAPEL, LANE, FOWLMERE ON TUESDAY 24TH JUNE 

2015 AT 7:00PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr S Crowther, Cllr J Houghton, 
Cllr M Sunderland  and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr C Howe, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr l Wragg 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: There was no one in attendance 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 

Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District 
Council she will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District 
Cllr at SCDC, the same applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, afresh. 

Item number 5, Cllr Roberts is the next-door neighbour and will declare a personal interest and 
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will take no part in the decision making and leave the room.  Item number 6, Cllr Crowther is 
related to the applicant and will declare a personal interest and will take no part in any discussion 
and will leave the room.  

2. S/1360/15/FL 
Two storey side extension 
Hideaway, Lynch Lane, Fowlmere, Cambs, SG8 7SX 
Mr Kelvin Biggs 
The Parish Council recommends approval for this application as it is in keeping with the other 
properties and will not be detrimental to neighbours. 

3. S/1397/15/FL 
Erection of single storey, flat roof, side extension including demolition of existing garage 
2 Ryecroft Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TT 
Mr Andrew Hunt 
The Parish Council recommends approval as it replacing the existing structure of similar size 
and style.  

4. S/1267/15/FL 
Joint application for two storey rear extensions to numbers 1 and 2 The Butts 
1 The Butts, Fowlmere, SG8 7SL 
Mr Daniel Livings  

The Parish Council recommends approval as it will be an improvement to the site and appears to  
be fairly in keeping with the existing design. 

5. S/0494/15/FL 
Single Storey rear extension 
Par Lain, Long Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7TG 
Mr Colin Jacklin  

The Parish Council had viewed this application the preceding week but were not quorate for that 
item.  The Clerk e-mailed SCDC Planning Dept twice to ask if the application needed to be 
viewed again and has not received a response from either e-mail.  Cllr Roberts left the room due 
to the reasons listed at item 1 at 19.18.    The Parish Council upheld the previous decision of 
approval. 

Cllr Roberts returned to the room at 19.22 

6. Delayed Memorial Stone Decision 

Cllr Crowther left the room at 19:23 as stated at item 1.   

The Parish Council viewed the stone application for the Barnes family from Newlings.  The Parish Council 
has spent a lot of time and thought into trying to develop the guidelines for achieving a consistent look for 
the cemetery .  Unfortunately in this case, the application is not compliant with those rules and permission is 
therefore refused.  the main reason being that the addition of the angel does not meet the regulations as it 
is an ornament and the stone therefore does not have a straight or symmetrical top.  A solution would be to 
have an inlaid angel design set within the page of the book.  The colour is fine and the base, whilst a little 
larger than the recommendation, would be acceptable at 30inches to balance the overall stone.   Clerk to 
report back to Newlings. 

Cllr Crowther returned at 19:35 
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There was a further application for additional wording to an existing memorial stone (in the name of Coute, 
via Skeates).  The Parish Council was happy with the addition but asked the Clerk to confirm that the 
inscription was for the front of the stone, not the reverse.  Clerk to confirm with Skeates 

7. Other Matters and Updates  

The meeting closed at 7:40pm 

 

******************************************************************* 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE 

HELD IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY'S CHURCH, FOWLMERE ON 
TUESDAY 14TH JULY 2015 AT 7:00PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr S Crowther, Cllr C Howe, Cllr 
J Peacock and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr, J Houghton, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs S Warnes, Mr and Mrs Wall, Mr W Nichols  

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 

Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District 
Council she will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District 
Cllr at SCDC, the same applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, afresh. 

2. S/1506/15/FL 
The erection of 5 no. dwellings with associated access and landscaping, following demolition of the existing 
dwellings and outbuildings 
The Willows & Highbank, Long Lane, Fowlmere, Cambs, SG8 7TG 
Identified Developments (Fowlmere) Ltd 
The Parish Council was unanimous in agreeing to support the application in the form presented 
however they wish to raise concerns at plot 3 and plot 5:   

Plot 3 to have a condition put in that the upstairs Velux windows should be required to have 
opaque glass, otherwise they will overlook the neighbour 'Kafue'.   

Plot 5 - the majority of the curtilage (garden area) is within the village envelope and permitted 
development rights need to be withdrawn to prevent further development of the area outside of 
the village envelope. 

3. S/0961/15/FL 
Side and rear extensions and roof extensions 
Thistledown, Rectory Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TJ 
Mr and Mrs Armstrong 
The Parish Council cannot support the application and recommend refusal based on the fact that 
the PC believe the two west elevation dormer windows are going to be a dominant feature and 
will have a detrimental effect on neighbouring properties and did support this application in the 
past with smaller, fixed windows.  It should also be remembered that the property is inside the 
Conservation area and all applications as such need to enhance or improve the area.  The 
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neighbouring properties are also listed. 

4. S/1115/15/PM  - For Information Only - Permission Refused. 
Change of use of an existing agricultural building and land to a tea shop / cafe (use class A3) 
Deans Farm, Shepreth Road, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7TG 
Mr Tony Deans 

The Parish Council noted the decision.   

5. Other Matters and Updates  

Cllr Roberts reported on Lanacre, where the PC had previously asked for the application to 
return to the SCDC Planning Committee.  Mr Duffy at SCDC was going to recommend approval 
and this has now been released.  This information was relayed to a planning consultant (Mr 
Kratz), instructed by FPC and he has spoken to Mr Duffy saying he is in agreement with FPC.    
Mr Kratz's advice is to complain to the Local Government Ombudsman and he will be liaising 
with Cllr Roberts and Cllr Wragg.  Cllr Roberts asked for permission from the Cllr's to draft a 
letter to the Ombudsman on FPC's behalf.  Cllr Peacock proposed, Cllr Bearpark seconded and 
all agreed for a letter to  be written and circulated prior to the next PC meeting.. 

There have been mentions about the fire on the Sheldrick's land - not a complaint but wondering 
what is happening so we can pass this information on.  Clerk to ask. 

The meeting closed at 7:55pm 

 
 

******************************************************************* 
 
b) POSSIBLE KING STREET MEETING RE THE TRIANGLE 
The Cllr's met on site and there are several issues so a meeting is needed.  Clerk to contact Mair 
Walker for a meeting, including Cllr Bearpark to attend re the trees. 
 
c) PLANNING APPLICATIONS: 
 
Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District Council 
she will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District Cllr at SCDC, 
the same applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, afresh. 

 S/1511/15/FL 
 Single storey front extension (Retrospective) 
 12 Jacksons Way, Fowlmere, SG8 7TN 
 Mr Howard Buckley 
 
Cllr Houghton declared an interest and left the meeting at 20:05 
 
Mrs Roskilly said they would have objected to a bathroom at the front of the property but there was 
never any application.  There is concern over the sewers and drains and because they appear to have 
drilled under the full length of the house and she is unaware if Building Control have been satisfied.  
There seems to be a jacuzzi in the extension which is annoying neighbours (sound).     
 
The PC objects to this application as there appears to be confusion over the front and back of the 
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property which has been misrepresented nevertheless both sides are in the Conservation Area, which 
the applicant's agent acknowledges and this requires working with the officer to find a scheme which is 
in keeping and complies by improving or maintaining the area, not being detrimental.  The 'jacuzzi' has 
noise implications and is not as described.  SCDC needs to investigate fully including the structural 
security (reinforced concrete floor and sewers) and any associated noise level implications. 
 
Cllr Houghton returned at 20:26 
 
 S/1611/15/FL 
 Rear single storey extension 
 20 Ryecroft Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TT 
 Mrs Karen Gilliam 
 
The PC have no objections to the applications as it seems to be a modest extension, similar to those 
nearby. 
 
 S/1516/15/FL 
 Remove the existing roof and replace it with the ridge raised by 1.0m to provide first floor 
accommodation, including roof lights and dormer windows, two storey rear extension, single storey 
front extension and conversion of garage to habitable accommodation. 
 Laguepie, Top Close, Fowlmere, SG8 7SP 
 Mr and Mrs James Greenwood 
 
The PC have no objections as this will have no effect on neighbouring properties. 
 
The meeting was opened to members of the public and press 
 
Dorothy Woods - the VH has old play equipment and would like to be considered for replacement.  Cllr 
Roberts said to please contact the PC as and when the VH feel a replacement is needed as the PC is 
looking to develop the non-central play areas. 
 

12. BURIAL BOARD: 
a) CEMETERY INSPECTION 
Clerk to book Dave Salmons to do the gates. 
 
Clerk to ask Hardy's to undertake an annual cut of the hedges in August, to make sure the hedge 
thickens up. 
 
B) MEMORIAL STONES 
Cllr Crowther left the meeting as this relates to her direct family at 20:52.   
 
The Barnes memorial stone was discussed first and they have sent in a letter of complaint.  The PC 
can relook at their own rules and regulations/costings at any point and make amendments.  
Comments have been made that Fowlmere's rules are very strict however when compared to 
Melbourn PC, they only have a number of designs from which to chose. 
 
The PC have made a mistake with more adventurous stones in the past and do not wish to repeat that 
and are trying to reach a happy medium for all visitors of the cemetery.  It was agreed that this is the 
process to follow and look to tighten up further in line with Melbourn.   
 
Clerk to liaise with Cllr Wragg to produce responses. 
 
Cllr Houghton asked about the mention that someone on the PC should be trained in this and Cllr 
Roberts said she had no knowledge of such.  It is better that Fowlmere have a whole committee 
(Burial Board) not just one person. 
 
The Francis family have put in a request for a stone with silver lettering which had been missed off the 

 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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terms and conditions as an allowable colour for gilding (along with black, white and gold). 
 
Permission to be given to Nicola Webb to be given permission to re-seed and mark it round with string 
to give it a chance to grow in the Autumn. (6 weeks). 
 
C) LETTER FROM WAR GRAVES COMMISSION 
The Clerk explained that the War Graves Commission wishes to sign off from the agreement with 
Fowlmere Cemetery.  Clerk to ask for confirmation that our war grave is still on the list to be re-
engraved and that the listing will still be maintained on a national register?   
 

Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

13. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
A) SAVILE WAY PLANTING 
This had been discussed in the earlier Finance meeting. 
 
B) MOAT SIGN   
To be deferred until Cllr Peacock is present 
 
C) VILLAGE MAP 
This had been discussed at the earlier Finance Meeting. 
 

 
 

14. FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES 
A) CHEQUES PAID 

 
• Mrs J Wright, July 15 Salary - £526.40 
• HMRC - J Wright - £121.60 
• Seniorlink Eldercare June 15 (monthly charge for residents' pendant scheme) - £62.34 
• Hardy Landscapes - June 15 - £1501.54 
• Shaw and Sons - Exclusive right of Burial Carbon Copy Book - £117.88 
• E-on - Chapel Electricity- £27.91 
• J Wright Telecoms refund - £28.42 
• Wicksteed Playgrounds - new swing seats for Butts £454.19 (incl VAT) 
• PKF Littlejohn - External Audit fee - £360.00 
• Chris Wall tree removal at Butts - £25.00 
• Printer paper and envelopes from Stationery Cupboard (Petty Cash) - £11.55 
• Cheques in - Peasgood and Skeates £20 - wording for Cootes Memorial Stone, £35 for plot purchase (Harris), Harris 

Interment Fee, - £60.00, Brewer Interment Fee - £60.00 
•  £180.00 Whitehead and Day - memorial Stone for Francis - not yet paid in 
• £1618.66 VAT being reclaimed from Jan - June 15 

 
Balances at Bank as of 6th July 2015: 
Current A/C (Santander) £35,147.38 
Deposit A/C (Santander) £19,953.66 
Cambridge Building Society £40,000.00 
Petty Cash £291.87 
 (£39,464.73 of this is Section 106 Money) 

 
B) VILLAGE HALL REPRESENTATIVE 
This is to be carried over until the September meeting when more Cllr's should be present. 
 
C) STREETLIGHTING AUDIT 
Cllr Crowther mentioned that there has never been a light around the back of the SCDC housing in 
Dovehouse Close but Cllr Roberts said SCDC were unlikely to install new lights at this stage.  
 
It was agreed to split out the audit of the street lights, to assess that they are working properly 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

15. CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence list was noted.   
 
There is still concern amongst the residents about the field fire and associated smell.  Clerk to call Mr 
Sheldrick for an update. 

 
 
 
Clerk 
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Clerk to say no thank you to a further meeting regarding the Post office as the matter is being 
progressed by St Mary's and is on their agenda 
 
Re letter from CAMRA and concern over the Queen's Head and the Chequers.  The Clerk to seek 
details about listing them as ACV's. 
 
Mike Cooper - re ditch in Chapel Lane - Clerk to ask him some dates to arrange to meet, in line with 
Housing at SCDC or SCDC Environmental Health. 
 
Ref letter regarding parking issues in Rectory Lane from Mike Cooper following a meeting with Mr and 
Mrs Bradshaw - the PC are not wishing to take this any further, Clerk to reply.   
 
Grass cutting splays need cutting - Mill Road 
 
The Swan - Environmental Health has spoken to the plumber who rodded the drains and have had 7 
separate complaints about the sewage incident and were putting boiling water and disinfectant to 
disperse the overflow.  The person in question is not thought to have done a professional job.  A 
sworn statement has been taken but there have been several other witness statements to the 
contrary.  There is someone coming to site to empty the tank.  The garden has also been used to pour 
fat into.  A notice was given to clear up the external area - giving 2 weeks and they have challenged 
that to obtain a further 2 weeks.  The new owners are saying the garden is not in their jurisdiction.  
Clerk to send an e-mail to say this is not acceptable and challenged as witnesses say the opposite 
and disappointed at the lack of action taken. 
 
Long Lane was affected in the recent rains and it flooded more than has previously, the drains need to 
be cleaned again.  Cllr Houghton to inspect the drains first. 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Houghto
n 

16. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
 
It was noted that the WI millennium tree is looking less dead.... 
 

 
 

17. OTHER MATTERS: 
There is concern about the lorries coming through the village and there has been a 'stop notice' on the 
activities from Flint Cross.  Cllr Roberts to speak to enforcement as this shouldn't be happening. 
 
 
A) THANK YOU FROM FRIENDSHIP CLUB FOR DONATION 
The Clerk circulated pens that were given to the members of the PC from a recent initiative for their 
50th birthday. 
 
The meeting closed at 21:48 

 
Cllr 
Roberts 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 15TH SEPTEMBER 2015 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg, (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr C Howe, Cllr D Roberts, Cllr M   
  Sunderland and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE:   Mr Mel Vinton, Mr J Bottrill, Mrs D Woods, Mrs S Wells, Mrs P Willis 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr J Peacock (who has now resigned) and Cllr J Houghton.  
The Clerk has sent a thank you letter to Jan, as did Cllr Wragg and she wrote a very lovely letter 
thanking the Cllr's for their support.  Cllr Crowther was unable to attend the meeting 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared 

 

3.  MEETING WITH POTENTIAL NEW CLLR'S 
Cllr Wragg introduced Mrs Sue Wells as a new resident of the village who has expressed an interest in 
joining the PC.  The Cllr's, having had a brief discussion with the applicant unanimously agreed to ask 
her to join the parish council and this was accepted by Cllr Wells. 

 

4. NEW COUNCILLORS AND ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE SIGNING 
Cllr Vinton also accepted and completed the paperwork for his position as Cllr. 

All documentation was signed and witnessed by the Clerk. 

 

5. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 21ST JULY 2015:  
The minutes were to be agreed and signed as a true record following the meeting. 

 

6. MATTERS ARISING:     
Cllr Roberts and Cllr Wragg have put a letter into the Local Council Ombudsman ref the Lanacre 
planning decision.  Nothing has been heard back yet.   

 

7. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Topping was unable to attend the meeting but sent the following report: 
 
"Heidi Allen MP 
I have written to and had action in response from our local MP, Heidi Allen, on three issues recently: 
school places shortage generally, the proposal for a footpath from Duxford to Whittlesford station, and 
the unresolved issue of clearing up the waste plant at Flint Cross after the fire last November. I also 
made her aware of the planning application from Vetspeed and its impact on the Duxford IWM. 
 
As a result there is a site-meeting at Whittlesford railway station later this week with network rail 
managers. On the Flintcross fire Heidi has written to the chairman of the Environment Agency, who 
has replied and a site meeting takes place this week. On school places please see later in this report. 
 
Vetspeed planning application. The parish council may be aware that the planning application has 
last week been submitted to the county council from Vetspeed, owners of the Pet Crematorium plant 
on the A505 at Thriplow Heath.  
 
As reported the ACT process requires a tall chimney, 25 metres or 80 feet high, to replace the current  
tallest chimney of some ten metres. The new chimney would be directly on the flight path into the 
Imperial War Museum airfield, and the IWM are very concerned. The other issue is the traffic increase 
along the A505, as the current processing deals with 18,000 tonnes a year and the capacity of the 
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new plant is up to 30,000 tonnes. 
 
There is a public consultation on this taking place at Thriplow village hall on 8th or 9th October - thurs 
or Friday - to be confirmed. County council, environment agency and SCDC environment officer will 
attend. Fowlmere PC have been invited to attend.  
 
A505 congestion:  I met with the County's strategic transport team, specifically regarding the A505 
and its congestion problems, and especially if the area continues to attract new business hubs, all of 
which bring in commuter traffic. At the moment there are plans from the Wellcome Trust to expand at 
Hinxton, expansion from Granta Parks and Babraham Institute based on successful planning 
applications, and the new bio-tech site proposed for the old Spicers site at Sawston. The team 
acknowledged that the A505 was severely congested, but said that for the moment their priorities were 
roads such as the A1307. 
 
This response was not good enough in my view and I have since then had meeting with the chief exec 
of the Cambridgeshire Local Enterprise Zone and spoken to the head of infrastructure at the county 
council. My views were reported in the Cambridge News and I went on BBC Radio Cambridgeshire. 
The best solution to congestion problems on the A505 and nearby roads is to use the planning 
process to get the expanding businesses to pay, including public transport and road improvements, 
including basic things like better white lines and improved cats eyes. I will continue to keep the 
pressure on and report back. 
 
Finally, there has been a bid for an agri-tech hub and an enterprise zone at Hinxton along from 
MacDonalds roundabout. The land previously owned by Tesco Land for the Handley Grange housing 
bid has been acquired by Smithsonhill, who want to build an agri-tech hub there, which would attract 
investment from government and also organisations like NIAB (National Inst. of Agricultural Botany). 
The enterprise zone is not likely to succeed, but the agri-tech hub might well. The issue will be to 
understand the scale of the buildings proposed, and the impact on traffic at the increasingly busy 
roundabout.  
 
Bid to highways local traffic improvement fund and other traffic issues 
 
There is an Open Day at the depot at Whittlesford Bridge on Sept 17th and I urge the parish council to 
visit and take advantage of the chance to talk informally with officers about plans. 
 
Police proposals for parking enforcement 
I attended a meeting at Sawston in July where Police Inspector Sutherland outlined the options in 
response to the challenge from local villages for something to be done about taking enforcement 
action on parking.  
There were various options discussed at the meeting, but the one that found most favour was for 
villages - or groups of villages - to contribute to a grant fund, paying in £1,000 for 42 hours of PCSO 
time over a six month period to patrol with a specific emphasis on parking. Smaller villages could team 
up. The hours would be agreed in discussion with the parish council, and the whole scheme will be 
reviewed after six months. The benefit of the grant approach means that there are savings on admin. 
costs which would otherwise add to the bill.  
 
School places 
I am setting up meetings with all the local heads of schools including here at Fowlmere on their 
projected intake for Sept 2016 to prepare for a meeting with the county council in Sept this year on 
reception class sizes and how the county will manage demand. The aim is to ensure there is not a 
repeat of the situation locally this year. 
 
Travellers 
The travellers previously at Sawston/Pampisford roundabout have moved along to Shelford - i have 
asked the county enforcement team if there is enough ground to warrant saying there has been a 
breach of the order. However, I would prefer that they stayed in Shelford rather than we have them 
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move on and the travellers then turn up somewhere else." 
 
A) LOCAL HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT FUNDING BID 
Cllr Howe explained the history and suggested re-applying.  Clerk to chase the local speed survey.  All 
agreed for .  Speed indicating device costs - Clerk to chase up-to-date costs from Steve Thulbourn.  
Deadline is 2nd November. 

8. DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE 
Cllr Roberts reported that the Government have put Council House rents down by 1% which is good 
for tenants but bad for the Council and this could affect new builds and updating, especially those 
projects not yet in the 'pipeline'.  Foxton have a date for the 95 houses application and the indication is 
there are many speculative applications being submitted to SCDC as the Local Plan is not yet in 
place. 
 

 

9. SUSTAINABLE PARISH ENERGY PARTNERSHIP EVENT  
This was being led by Cllr Peacock and Cllr Wragg asked if anyone else would like to take this 
forward.  Cllr Bearpark has offered to go as the point of contact.  We would like an event in Fowlmere 
in late Oct or early November.  
 

 
 
Clerk 

10. DRAFT MINUTES 
This is the releasing of the minutes as 'draft' with one Cllr seeing them before they go (complete with a 
watermark).  This is to be trialled until Easter 2016 (with a paragraph explaining what draft minutes 
actually are....)  The Clerk to do this as long as she doesn't have to go on holiday straight afterwards!  
Cllr Roberts is uncomfortable with the principal but Cllr Wragg proposed, Cllr Sunderland seconded 
and 4 supported, 1 against, 1 abstention. 
 

 

11. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
A) PLANNING MINUTES FROM 25TH AUGUST 2015 
 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD IN 
THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY'S CHURCH, FOWLMERE ON TUESDAY 25TH AUGUST 

2015 AT 7:00PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Houghton, Cllr M 
Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr C Howe, Cllr S Crowther 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr McCoid, Mr A Jones, Mrs A Kreckler 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 

Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District Council she 
will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District Cllr at SCDC, the same 
applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, afresh. 

Cllr Roberts declared an interest in item 3 as her daughter lives next door to the Chequers Inn. 

Cllr Bearpark declared an interest in item 9, although this item is for information only and not for 
discussion. 

2. S/1365/15/FL 
Replace existing picket fence 1m high with 2m featherboarding fence and gate 
Finch Cottage, 5 Aldous Court, Fowlmere, SG8 7WA 
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Mr and Mrs John and Lesley Mawson 

Cllr Roberts asked members of the public in attendance their opinion:  Mr Hunt explained about past 
covenants in the road and there are no other fences of this height and style in the road and are in 'natural' 
colours, not black.  A 40m black fence is a bold statement. Mr McCoid added that the black colour has 
been a recent addition.  They are sympathetic to their request for privacy and security and perhaps the 
fence could be set back and the colour changed?  

Cllr Roberts reminded Cllr's that this is in the High Street and the Conservation area.   

The Parish Council strongly recommend refusal and feel this application is oppressive and sets a 
concerning precedent.   The height is too high, the close-boarding is not in keeping, neither is the black 
colour which will not blend in and which is a significant departure from what is existing.  In policy terms it 
does not preserve or enhance this Conservation Area. 

3. S/2066/15/VC 
Variation of condition 3 of planning ref S/1548/06/F for four staff accommodation rooms to be used as bed 
and breakfast rooms as well as staff accommodation rooms 
The CheQuers Inn, High Street, Fowlmere, SG8 7SR 
Heather Hopperton 
 
Cllr Roberts left the room at 19:15. 

The Parish Council believe the consultation with neighbours was not comprehensive but otherwise the PC 
does not have any objections.  It should be a plus for the village and will help keep the pub open, providing 
good accommodation. 

Cllr Roberts returned to the room at 19:20 

4. S/1506/15/FL  - For Information Only (Amendments - 10 year Landscape Management Plan, Soft 
Landscaping Works Specification, Alterations to Planting Plan) 
The erection of 5 no. dwellings with associated access and landscaping, following demolition of the 
existing dwellings and outbuildings 
The Willows & Highbank, Long Lane, Fowlmere, Cambs, SG8 7TG 
Identified Developments (Fowlmere) Ltd 

The Parish Council noted the amendment.   

5. S/1267/15/FL  - For Information Only - Permission Granted 
Joint application for two storey rear extensions to numbers 1 and 2 The Butts 
1 and 2, The Butts, Fowlmere, SG8 7SL 
Mr Daniel Livings 

The Parish Council noted the decision 

6. S/2829/14/FL  - For Information Only - Permission Granted 
The Council hereby grants permission for change of use/conversion of redundant former barn building to 
dwelling and erection of garage 
Rear of Lanacre, Chrishall Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7RY 
Mr Colin Blundell 
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The Parish Council noted the decision 

7. S/1397/15/FL  - For Information Only - Permission Granted 
Erection of single storey, flat roof, side extension including demolition of existing garage 
2 Ryecroft Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7TT 
Mr Andrew Hunt 

The Parish Council noted the decision 

8. S/1360/15/FL  - For Information Only - Permission Granted 
Two storey side extension 
Hideaway, Lynch Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7SX 
Mr Kelvin Biggs 

The Parish Council noted the decision 

9. Notice of Appeal 
Siting of a static mobile home in rear garden 
Land at 22 Pipers Close, Fowlmere, SG8 7RX 
Mr J Roberts, Mrs J Roberts, Mrs A Gale-Roberts, Mr B Johnson-Smith 

The Parish Council noted the decision and Cllr Roberts and Cllr Wragg will circulate a draft of the response 
for PC comment. 

10. Other Matters and Updates  

The meeting closed at 7:30pm 

 
The minutes were duly signed 
 

*************************************************** 
 
B) KING STREET MEETING RE THE TRIANGLE 
This is to held at 10:00 on Monday 5th October.  This should be solely with the Parish Council in the 
first instance.  Would the Chequers be open for refreshments, Clerk to check.  Cllr Wragg, Cllr 
Bearpark, Cllr Roberts, Cllr Wells, and the Clerk  
 
C) MEETING AT SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL RE AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
Land outside the village envelope (exception site) was discussed in Long Lane when Cllr Wragg and 
Cllr Roberts attended a meeting at SCDC.  Numbers seemed slightly more than was possibly required 
so they asked for proof of local need.  SCDC hoped to be the builders (for Council houses) but it is 
more realistically going to have Housing Association involvement.  The houses wouldn't probably be 
purely rental.  The land in question may also have addition land available for commercial housing so 
the whole project needs careful consideration.  Clerk to circulate details and call a planning meeting 
with that on the agenda.  Clerk to formally reply and say the PC is going to discuss further and intend 
to have a planning committee meeting (Tuesday 29th September - 7:30pm) - the e-mail arrived too 
late to be circulated prior to this PC meeting.  Cllr Vinton commended the Triangle and appreciated the 
consideration given. 
 
D) ASSETS OF COMMUNITY VALUE 
It is possible that the Queen's Head might be lost as a pub, to become a private house which would 
deprive the village of a worthwhile amenity.  There's a strong move at SCDC to help maintain buildings 
such as these.  Cllr Roberts would hope to list all three pubs.  Clerk to recirculate and put it on the 
Planning Committee meeting and think of any additional assets that would need to be included? 
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E) PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 S/2270/15/TP 
 Application for tree works in a Conservation Area 
 Brook Farm, Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7SA 
 Mr Nolasco    
 
The PC approve this application and defer to the opinion of the SCDC Tree Officer 
 
 Application for tree works subject to TPO's (for information only) 
 Ely Diocesan Office 
 The Rectory, High Street, Fowlmere 
 
The PC noted the application 
 
 APP/W0530/W/15/3130518 - For information Only, notice of an appeal 
 Change of use of an existing agricultural building & land to a tea shop/cafe (use class A3) 
 Deans Farm, Shepreth Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
 Mr Tony Deans 
 
The PC noted the appeal 
 
The meeting was opened to members of the public and press 
 
Mr Bottrill asked about the 'through' bus tickets which are not being sold on the 31 bus route.  Clerk to 
ask Cllr Topping.  He also mentioned the state of the drains and drainage in general in the village. 
 
Mrs Willis asked about progress regarding a village noticeboard and bench and these are yet to be 
discussed (see item 14) 
 
The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press 
 

12. BURIAL BOARD:  
After the summer, a review of the terms and conditions would now be needed (Cllr Wragg and Cllr 
Roberts to talk to the Clerk in Melbourn about their cemetery in October)  Clerk to arrange the 
meeting. 
 
All agreed the memorial stone for Wilkinson - Clerk to respond to Newlings. 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 

13. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
A) SAVILE WAY PLANTING 
Work is due to start soon, Clerk to chase a start date.  
 
B) VILLAGE MAP 
It was agreed for one to go outside of the school, one on the land next to Sextons Cottage, on Parish 
Land and the one to replace the one outside the church. 
 
C) CHAPEL LANE DITCH 
Cllr Roberts explained the history.  SCDC are due to meet and are looking to re-excavate the ditch.  
Cllr Sunderland said will they clear the pipe under the road too and it is hoped so?   
 
Drains are still needing to be cleared in the village in general (Long Lane has been mentioned by Pat 
Rowley and John Bottrill mentioned Chapel Lane again).  Clerk to chase again. 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

14. FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES 
A) CHEQUES PAID 

 
July 
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• Mrs J Wright, July 15 Salary - £526.40 
• HMRC July - J Wright - £121.60 
• Seniorlink Eldercare July 15 (monthly charge for residents' pendant scheme) - £64.43 
• Hardy Landscapes - July 15 - £889.76 
• J Wright Telecoms July refund - £ 28.52 
• £1618.66 VAT refund for Jan to Jun 2015 
• Stamps (Stationery Cupboard) £10.26 
• Dave Salmons - cemetery gates and fixing new baby swings - £275.00, paid cash to use up funds in petty cash box 

(see below...) 
Cheques in -  

• £420 for a plot at the cemetery for Loveridge (Portway, Melbourn) (in petty cash) 
• £180.00 Whitehead and Day - memorial Stone for Francis  

 
August 

• Mrs J Wright, August 15 Salary - £526.40 
• HMRC August - J Wright - £121.60 
• Seniorlink Eldercare August 15 (monthly charge for residents' pendant scheme) - £64.43 
• Hardy Landscapes - August 15 - £1501.54 
• J Wright Telecoms August refund - £  
• Langham Press - printing the 3 acrylic village map 'tops' - £669.60 incl VAT 
• Cambs Acre Payroll Services July to September 2015 - £36.00 incl VAT 
• Cheques in - Peasgood and Skeates - £10.00 for vase for Harris plot 

 
Balances at Bank as of 24th August 2015: 
Current A/C (Santander) £33,695.16 
Deposit A/C (Santander) £19,953.66 
Cambridge Building Society £40,000.00 
Petty Cash £424.11 
 (£39,464.73 of this is Section 106 Money) 

 
B) PLAY SPACE WORKING PARTY 
Volunteers are needed for an additional working party to see if additional play spaces can be found in 
the village. The Clerk to call a meeting of a temporary sub-committee (prior to the next meeting in 
October - 7:00pm).  Clerk to mention this in the FATN as to comments and suggestions of available 
land. 
 
C) FOWLMERE FRIENDSHIP CLUB CHRISTMAS DINNER 
Dorothy Woods had sent in a request for a donation for this year's Christmas dinner and accompanied 
this with plans for the coming year and the up-to-date accounts.  Cllr Roberts proposed, Cllr 
Sunderland seconded and all agreed to repeat the donation of £250.00.  Clerk to circulate a cheque at 
the October meeting 
 
D) DAVE SALMONS COSTS (WORK AT THE BUTTS, FIXING VILLAGE MAP STANDS, 
REMOVING THE OLD ONE AT ST MARY'S, FIXING PLAQUE FOR WOODEN TRAIN) 
To astro turf under play equipment £200, To install 3 village signs £65.00 each, the removal of the old 
church sign £15.00.  Cllr Roberts proposed, Cllr Sunderland seconded and all agreed to these prices.   
Clerk to ask Dave Salmons to progress the work. 
 
E) PROTECTED VERGES CUT 
The Clerk to progress, as long as any inflational raise is less than 3%. 
 
F) NOTICEBOARD / BENCH FOR THE BUTTS 
The Clerk circulated details about noticeboards and benches.  Fowlmere joinery should be 
approached for a quote.  Noticeboards to be placed at the school (made out of wood) and the map at 
the school end.  If they quote in a similar manner then they should be used.  A letter to houses 
surrounding the Butts to ask for feedback on a proposed location around the Butts to be produced. 
 
FINANCE MINUTES FROM 21ST JULY 2015 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Finance and General Purposes Committee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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held in the School Room, URC, Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, Tuesday 21st July 2015 at 7:00pm. 

Present:    Cllr M Sunderland (Chair), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr S Crowther, Cllr J Houghton, Cllr D 
Roberts and Mrs J Wright Clerk.   

1. Apologies for absence 
 Cllr T Bearpark (arrived during the meeting), Cllr L Wragg, Cllr J Peacock, Cllr C Howe 

2. Minutes of previous meeting/Matters Arising 
The previous minutes of 21st April 2015 had already been agreed and signed at a previous 
PC meeting. 
 

      3. Review of income and expenditure. 
  a) External Audit 
  This has been completed and passed with no further comments or actions.   
  Thanks were made to the Clerk.  
 
  b) VAT Claim  
  A claim for £1618.66 has been filed online for Jan-June 2015 
 

4. Precept 
  a) Assess contracts in the Autumn 
  Clerk to start the process of looking at contracts for grasscutting, Seniorlink  
  Eldercare and protected verges after the summer. 
  
5. Trees, Grass and Hedges 
 a) Jason Rayner via Lamorna Thomas has submitted his quote for £450 for the excavation 
work.  Cllr Sunderland proposed, Cllr Roberts seconded and all agreed.  Clerk to ask Hardy's to 
continue with the grass maintenance in the meantime.  
  

 6. Future Projects 
   a) Village Hall Requests (Dorothy Woods, Village Hall Chairman) 
The VH would like some money towards the construction and kitting out of the kitchen of the Pavilion 
Room (former Social Club) - at a predicted cost of about £6000 (£1500 has been requested from 
SCDC but that won't be accepted until SCDC are sure of PC funding).   

Cllr Roberts enquired at SCDC about the use of Section 106 money and the advice was that one pot 
is for indoor village facilities and the other is for outdoor village facilities and this is the larger amount 
of money.  The 'indoor' money is about £6500 but has to last nearly ten years.  This will be the last of 
the money as the rules have changed.  

Dorothy Woods said there is some money from old equipment sold to be used towards the project.  
Two local companies have also expressed an interest.  The room will be used for smaller functions 
and hopefully business use and it will be beneficial to have the kitchen on site by being self contained.  
People from the village are booking it for smaller parties.  The VH have to maintain an operating fund 
and have £20,000 in the account which some could be used. 

Cllr Crowther declared an interest in this item as she works for the VH and left the room at 19:22. 

They are looking to start work as soon as possible, with the kitchen hoping to be ready for the AGM in 
October. 

Cllr Sunderland proposed the PC puts forward £1500, to match the probable offer from SCDC.  Cllr 
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Houghton added that there is not another establishment to further fund and she would wish to 
increase the match funding.  Cllr Sunderland said £1000 had already been given earlier in the year for 
new Chairs and Tables.  Cllr Roberts proposed, Cllr Sunderland seconded and all in favour of giving 
£1500.00.  Clerk to write a note to the VH to say what has been agreed. 

Cllr Crowther returned at19:28 

  b) Village noticeboard on Butts 
It was agreed to ask for a quote from Dave Salmons for making a noticeboard opposite the school.  
Clerk to get three quotes in total. 

 
  c) Benches along the Butts 
Cllr Roberts said benches can mean unwelcome congregating.  It was suggested to put it near the 
play equipment - perhaps a plastic one.  Cllr's to take a look before a final decision is taken.     
 
  d) Village map (Stand and printing) 
Three quotes were received and it was agreed to progress with Langhams in Foxton.   One placement 
to be outside the church, another one near Jackson's Way (Sexton's Cottage) and one other to be 
agreed, so a total of 3 to be made.  They need to be  UV-proof and waterproof - Clerk to double check.  
Cllr Sunderland proposed, Cllr Crowther seconded and all agreed. 

 
  e) Play Equipment 

It was agreed to happily support the wording provided by the Mulholland family of "Eilish's train, From 
Fowlmere to the seaside with smiles."  Clerk to arrange a small sign for the front engine. 

 
 7. Other Matters 
Cllr Roberts reported that outside recreation space is the main thrust for the use of the Section 106 
money.  The Triangle doesn't have any play equipment so could the Council consider a small working 
party to look to the possibility of finding another space, to make a small play area.  Can a search on 
the Land Register yield anything?  To go on the next PC meeting.  A crossing could be required as 
part of this. 

     8. Date of next meeting 
Tuesday 20th October 2015 (presumably 7:00pm), prior to the PC Meeting at the URC, Chapel Lane.   
 
The meeting closed at 19:49pm 

********************************* 

The minutes were duly agreed and signed 

15. CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence list was noted.   
 
The Clerk to keep an eye on the engraving of the War Grave. 

 
 
(Clerk) 

16. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
 
The Clerk to chase SCDC Environmental Health re the blocked drains 

 
 
 
Clerk 
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17. OTHER MATTERS: 
A) VILLAGE HALL REPRESENTATIVE 
Cllr Wells kindly volunteered for this, Clerk to pass on details to the VH 
 
B) THE BUTTS - FIRE ENGINE SHED 
Cllr Robert declared in interest in this item (as the PC had been contacted by a relative of Cllr Roberts) 
-  and didn't take part in the discussion  The Clerk explained that the playgroup would like to use the 
empty shed for storing clothing rails for the thrift sale.  All agreed, Clerk to contact. 
 
The agreement for the bee hives on parish land needs to be renewed and put on the next agenda. 
 
The Clerk checked which Cllr's needed info to be printed out (Cllr Roberts and possibly Cllr Crowther), 
this followed by Cllr Vinton asking if the Clerk could print on both sides of the paper. 
 
The meeting closed at 21:50 

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 20TH OCTOBER 2015 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg, (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Houghton, Cllr C Howe, Cllr D Roberts,  
  Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr M Vinton, Cllr S Wells and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE:   Mr and Mrs Allen, Mrs Tokley, Mrs Woods, Mrs Willis 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Cllr Crowther arrived late for the meeting. 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 15TH SEPTEMBER 2015:  
The minutes were to be agreed and signed as a true record following the meeting. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:     
The Butts Fire Engine shed is now being used by the playgroup and they are very grateful to the PC. 

 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Topping attended the meeting and gave the following report: 
 
"County council finances 
The County’s financial position continues to be worrying, and some pretty unpalatable options are 
being considered, including reducing highways maintenance, switching off streetlights after midnight, 
reducing community grants, putting up car park charges, reducing library services. 
The county has appointed a new Chief Exec, job-sharing with Peterborough City, and she may be able 
to move this difficult issue forward.  There will be more information over the autumn as the County 
sets its budgets. The possibility of local authorities keeping business rates – as trailed in the 
Chancellor’s speech – should be good for areas with a growing economy, such as Cambridgeshire. 
The devil is always is in the detail. It is likely that over the next few years the blue-light services will 
increasingly work together – whether the fire and police amalgamate officially.   
I attended the County Council Audit Committee as its vice chair: the county’s accounts may be 
qualified because of the way it records capital work in progress. It isn’t good news, but neither is it a 
fraud or a losing money problem. 
 
More locally…. 
 
On issues outstanding 
I have raised but not had any agreement from highways re the Butts Lane sinking surface, in that it is 
on their list of issues to attend to but no commitments. I have again raised the request for a light near 
the broadband box. The county has been blitzing drains recently, so let me know please if the team 
has attended to Chapel Lane. 
 
Energy insulation firm Climate Energy goes into administration  
I have been working with officers to ensure that people who had paid a deposit or had work started for 
solid wall insulation by this company do not lose out. The good news is that the sub-contractors who 
actually do the work seem to be prepared to pick up the pieces. I know there are some properties 
locally that have placed orders.  
 
Cereals 2016 
I made it very clear to County officers at the Open Day at Whittlesford Bridge in Sept that the lack of 
engagement with local parishes on forward planning for Cereals 2014 had been unsatisfactory. I 
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passed the details of the parish councils whose roads are affected to the officer dealing with this in the 
highways dept.  
 
County Local Highways Improvement Initiative 
The time for putting any bids in is almost upon us. The deadline is 2nd November. The parish - if 
successful - is expected to provide a minimum contribution towards each project of at least 10% of the 
total scheme cost.   
 
Travellers at the Sawston McDonalds roundabout 
Have moved, having been served notice by the County that the bailiffs were arriving. The County 
Council is now planning to plough the entrances, subject to checking the land for electric cabling. I 
have discussed the longer-term enforcement issues with the County Council. 
 
Environment Agency 
A meeting is being called by Heidi Allen's office with the Environment Agency over a number of 
problems. I will press again for the timetable to clear up the site of the Flint Cross Fire is tightened up. 
 
School places 
My concern, from the meetings I have had with 4 heads and chairs of governors so far is that the 
county needs to start thinking now about a strategic solution on school places. The situation is still 
very difficult in that demand may well exceed supply as it did this year in local villages next year. I will 
now be meeting the county officers to find out their plans. 
 
IWM and the planning application from Vetspeed (Pet Crematorium) for a waste-to-energy plant 
on A505  
I attended a public meeting held at Thriplow. The planning application from Vetspeed is to replace 
most of what is currently there on the Pet Crem site with a new plant using a new process called 
pyrolysis, which burns material without oxygen, and meets tighter emissions requirements as well as 
turning waste into energy. Also present were officers from the county and district council planning and 
environment teams, and the Environment Agency. 
The questioning was along four lines: 
- how the emissions would be controlled, and shut off if there was an emergency, who monitored and 

checked the output, and what chemicals might be produced - or remain - to be emitted from this 
process and how they would be dealt with or removed 

- on the impact on the volumes of traffic along the A505, which is already operating at maximum 
capacity.  

- the impact of the proposed new chimney (replacing three existing ones, but much taller) on the 
flightpath into the Imperial War Museum airfield.  

- monitoring of emissions - and smells - from the current incineration plant there, which is not 
currently checked by the Environment Agency as it is not a big enough operation" 

 
Cllr Topping said he has passed on the issue of the sinking road at Butts Lane/Westfield Road to 
Gavin Wiseman, who is the boss of Mike Cooper. 

Cllr Wragg reported on the Duxford Neighbours group which don't support the new chimney as 
proposed by Novus. 

Cllr Topping to chase the through-ticketing issue for bus journeys on the 31. 

Cllr Sunderland asked Cllr Topping to please look into the white lines in the village being repainted as 
most are now very faint and are in need of being replaced. 
 
A) LOCAL HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT FUNDING BID 
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Cllr Howe reported on progress with the development of the bid.  We are in the process of trying to 
discuss a speed-watch with another PC (Whaddon - Cllr Roberts to progress).  It caused friction in the 
past to undertake it 'ourselves' in the village.  How to assess community support?  Clerk to see if the 
school have completed a 'Travel plan' and a statement from the school crossing lady would be 
welcome too.   

Mrs Tokley offered to deliver a paper version, the Clerk to prepare.  Whittlesford have a similar device 
and Clerk to get some feedback from their Clerk. 

 
B) ASSETS OF COMMUNITY VALUE - ALISTAIR COOK (CAMRA) 
Cllr Wragg welcomed Alistair Cook who gave an explanation of what nominating an asset as one of 
community value means.  You have to justify what the asset does for your village.  The forms are very 
simple.  Cllr Roberts asked whether the owners should be informed, and this is apparently not 
necessary, but SCDC advise it.  The process takes about 8 weeks.  It means you (the PC) have the 
right, but not the obligation, to purchase it and it has to go through the planning system if the owners 
look to sell or change use. 

Cllr Sunderland proposed, Cllr Roberts seconded, all Cllr's were in favour.   The Clerk to process the 
forms. 

 
Cllr 
Roberts 
Clerk 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

6. DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE 
Cllr Roberts reported on the ongoing delays in the Local Plan and the PC would be prudent to keep 
money in the precept for possible planning legal advice. 
   

 

7. SUSTAINABLE PARISH ENERGY PARTNERSHIP EVENT  
Clerk to chase for a suitable event, despite some lethargy on the part of SCDC. 
 

 
Clerk 

8 DRAFT MINUTES / TRANSPARACY 
 The Clerk reported on a recent training course she attended and the PC is good with its efforts 
towards transparency, ie financial info in the minutes, draft minutes.  It may be useful to look to moving 
the web-site back in-house but this will be discussed later in the meeting. 
 

 

9. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
A) MINUTES FROM 29TH SEPTEMBER 2015 
 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD IN 

THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY'S CHURCH, FOWLMERE ON TUESDAY 29TH 
SEPTEMBER 2015 AT 7:30PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr S Crowther, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr M Vinton, 
Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr J Houghton, Cllr S Wells, Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr C Howe 
IN ATTENDANCE: There was no one in attendance. 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District Council 
she will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District Cllr at SCDC, 
the same applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, afresh. 

2. Follow up after SCDC meeting re Affordable Housing 
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Cllr Roberts explained some of the background around speculative planning applications outside of 
the Village Envelope and changes to SCDC/Housing Association regulations.  A possible proposal of 
15 units in Long Lane would not allow for any play-space and would be cramped.  The PC is 
essentially supportive of another scheme provided that it meets village needs and complies fully with 
village connection requirements, BUT a scheme of 8-10 units, with a suitably sized green space, is 
more likely to be supported, with car parking and a similar quality of design to The Triangle/Maltings 
Cottages.  A good HA and design would need to be employed to construct and operate the housing.  
SCDC have gone through their housing waiting list to assess need via a village connection (13/14 
individuals or families).  There is no information as to who would want part buy/part rent as opposed to 
rental only.  One bed units would be an issue, as the turnover is greater, and they are often not well 
looked after.  Cllr Roberts suggests progressing slowly, to be positive but take the lead in negotiations.  
Any discussions, these conditions need to be accepted as a foundation, which have arisen as a result 
of the Triangle project - described as 'pre-application discussions.’  Clerk to respond to Sarah Lyons, 
via the PC for first draft. 

3. Assets of Community Value 
The Parish Council to approach Alistair Cook from CAMRA to speak to the PC about this, to find out 
best practice.  This is being discussed because there is the potential threat to losing facilities within 
the village. 

4. S/2289/15/FL 
Variation of Condition 2 (Approved Plans) of planning consent S/1902/14/FL for solar farm and associated 
develeopment 
Black Peak Farm, London Road, Melbourn, SG8 7PJ 
Lightsource SPV107 Ltd 

The Parish Council declined to comment as it is not in the Parish and the PC was not listed to in the 
previous application. 

5. S/0008/15/CW - Explanation and prior warning of consultation. 
Replace an Existing Building with a larger building to house a new energy waste (pyrolysis) plant and extend an 
access track around the back of the site. 
Novus Environmental, Novus House, Thriplow, Royston, SG8 7RR 

An event is to be held in early October regarding this.  Clerk to ask the Thriplow Clerk if they need our support for 
any reason with this and to circulate details of the meeting. 
 
6. Permission for bee hives on parish land (renewal) 
Chris Parsons to be contacted - Cllr Wragg to pass the text on to the Clerk for Mr Parsons to extend the 
agreement and ensure the peppercorn rent is paid. 

7. Other Matters and Updates 
Cllr Vinton would like the issue of The Butts being bolted to passers-by on the next agenda.  The 
amount of wrecked cars is also an issue and an H&S factor.  He understands the gas unit has been 
replaced by a timber business with a lot of forklift activity - this has further diversified into landscape 
building in the last 2 weeks and is dumping/storing the refuse on the land.  The gate has been 
padlocked by the business owner.  The Ramblers Association could prove a right-of-way.  The existing 
planning permission could be an issue - Cllr Roberts to enquire at SCDC and also speak to 
Environmental Health.  Is it a permitted pathway? 

Cllr Wragg is going to a workshop in Cambridge on the Local Plan this weekend organised by FECRA 
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- its aim is to provide a 'single voice for Cambridge'. 

The Clerk is meeting with Mike Cooper tomorrow (30/9/15) re ditches.  There is also a meeting with 
King Street Housing on Monday 5th October to discuss The Triangle issues. 

The Clerk to order 20 trees for the cemetery, English Oak, birch, field maple, walnut if not Norway 
maple, and possibly an old fashioned pear tree?,  

The meeting closed at 8:20pm 

*********************************************************** 
 b) King Street meeting re The Triangle Update 
This happened on 5th October and the representatives from KSH were very accommodating.  Tree 
work at numbers 1/2 The Triangle had been done.  There has been an issue with a parking bay.  
Unfortunately there has been no way to provide additional playspace from the owners of the remainder 
of the land adjacent to the development, as they are unwilling to lease any to KSH or residents.  The 
Clerk to thank KSH for a very positive meeting and to say the PC is pleased with progress, and the 
planning application should go ahead whether or not a resident is supportive or not as this is for the 
whole scheme. 
 
c) Affordable Housing Update 
There is nothing further to add since a e-mail from Sarah Lyons at SCDC thanking the PC for their 
positive response. 
 
The meeting was opened to members of the public and press 
 
Mrs Willis asked about the outcome of the benches which was discussed at the previous meeting - 
one opposite the school house, facing into the green and one over by the play equipment. 
 
The flashing sign on Long Lane is not working - this has been passed to Cllr Topping. 
 
The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Topping 

10. BURIAL BOARD:  
A) CEMETERY CLEAR-UP DATE 
The Clerk to make sure a notice is put up in good time to invite more people to come along and help 
out - the agreed time is Sunday 15th November - 10:00am.   
 
B) MEETING WITH MELBOURN RE CEMETERY REGULATIONS 
Cllr Wragg reported on the meeting with Melbourn, to say it was very useful seeing how Melbourn 
have planned out and run their new cemetery in New Road.  The PC will have a Burial Board meeting 
to discuss further in the near future. 
 

 
 
Clerk 

11. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
A) DITCHES 
The Clerk met with Mike Cooper who advised that SCDC is scheduled to clear the ditch in Chapel 
Lane/Dovehouse Close and work should begin soon. 
 
The Clerk reported on an exchange with Mike Cooper (CCC) and a resident in the village over a 
damaged tree but this was not in the parish and there was nothing for the PC to attend to as Mr 
Cooper had asked for all he needed if the resident wished to progress anything. 
 

 

12. FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES 
A) CHEQUES PAID 

 
OCTOBER 
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• J Wright Salary for September £526.40 
• HMRC September - J Wright - £121.60 
• Seniorlink Eldercare September 15 (monthly charge for residents' pendant scheme) - £62.34 
• Hardy Landscapes - September 15 - £1501.54 
• J Wright Telecoms September refund - £28.03 
• Agriplant Protected Verges Cutting - £685 plus VAT 
• E-on Cemetery Chapel Electricity - 26.08 
• Lister Engineering - Map stands construction x 3 and delivery - £1335 plus VAT 
• Chairman's Allowance (Annual) - £150.00 
• Royal British Legion annual Donation for wreath - £50.00 
• Dave Salmons, work to make safe play equipment play centre (turf) and fixing in the 3 village signs - £395.00 
• BACS in £17445 - 2nd half of precept 
• Friendship  
• Cheques in - Newlings (Wilkinson Memorial Stone) £90.00 

 
Balances at Bank as of 6th October 2015: 
Current A/C (Santander) £32,064.45 
Deposit A/C (Santander) £19,953.66 
Cambridge Building Society £40,000.00 
Petty Cash £424.11 
 (£39,464.73 of this is Section 106 Money) 

 
B) PLAY SPACE WORKING PARTY 
A date was set in daylight hours - 15th November at 11:00am, after the cemetery clear up for Cllr's to 
take a look at any useful spaces within the village. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All 

13. CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence list was noted.   
 

 

14. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
 
Cllr Roberts asked about the fence at The Butts Industrial estate and how long it had been there, and 
it was thought more than 20 years.  The concern was the access through the gate and safe access 
through the footpath.  The gate is still locked periodically.  It's a 'permitted access point' not a 'right of 
way'.  If more than 20 years then it becomes a right of way, suggested Cllr Wragg.   
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15. OTHER MATTERS: 
A) PC WEB-SITE 
It was proposed that this was discussed more at the next meeting, with the Clerk putting together 
some options. 
 
B) PROPOSED DATES FOR 2016 
Finance - 7:00pm, Tuesday 19th January 2016 at the URC, Chapel Lane 
PC - 7:30pm, Tuesday 19th January 2016 at the URC, Chapel Lane 
PC - 7:30pm, Tuesday 16th February 2016 at the URC, Chapel Lane 
PC - 7:30pm, Tuesday 15th March 2016 at the URC, Chapel Lane 
Finance - 7:00pm, Tuesday 19th April 2016 at the URC, Chapel Lane 
PC - 7:30pm, Tuesday 19th April 2016 at the URC, Chapel Lane 
Annual Village Meeting - 7:30pm, Tuesday 3rd May 2016 at St Mary's Church 
PC (incl AGM) - 7:30pm, Tuesday 17th May 2016 at the URC, Chapel  Lane 
PC - 7:30pm, Tuesday 21st June 2016 at the URC, Chapel Lane 
Finance - 7:00pm, Tuesday 19th July 2016 at the URC, Chapel Lane 
PC - 7:30pm, Tuesday 19th July 2016 at the URC, Chapel Lane 
No meeting in August 
PC - 7:30pm, Tuesday 20th September 2016 at the URC, Chapel Lane 
Finance - 7:00pm, Tuesday 18th October 2016 at the URC, Chapel Lane 
PC - 7:30pm, Tuesday 18th October 2016 at the URC, Chapel Lane 
PC - 7:30pm, Tuesday 15th November 2016 at the URC, Chapel Lane 
PC - 7:30pm, Tuesday 20th December 2016  at the URC, Chapel Lane 

The above dates were noted by all. 
 
A Planning meeting is provisionally booked for Tuesday 3rd November - 7:30pm at St Mary's 
 
The Clerk circulated the details for the Remembrance parade - Sunday 8th November - 10:25am at 
Fowlmere and 10:45 at Fowlmere URC for the service. 
 
Clerk to circulate details about a proposed date for a Christmas meal, breaking with tradition, it might 
actually be before Christmas this year.... 
 
The meeting closed at 21:05 

 

 



 

1 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 17TH NOVEMBER 2015 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg, (Chairman), Cllr S Crowther, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr M    
  Vinton, Cllr S Wells and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE:   Mrs Willis 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Cllr Howe, Cllr Bearpark, Cllr J Houghton, Cllr Roberts to arrive later after a PC meeting at Melbourn. 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 20TH OCTOBER 2015:  
The minutes were to be agreed and signed as a true record following the meeting. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:   
Cllr Sunderland reiterated the accident that happened at the War Memorial – the Clerk has reported 
again the problem with unclear white lines in the village to Cllr Topping.   

There is a hole in the road surface by the War Memorial and the CCC need to put something stronger 
to cope with the turning tyres – Clerk to report.  Westfield Road still needs filling, Clerk to report again. 
 

 

 

Clerk 
Clerk 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Topping was unable to attend the meeting. 
 
A) LOCAL HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT FUNDING BID, INCLUDING COUNT-DOWN ROAD SIGNS 
ON CAMBRIDGE ROAD 
Cllr Howe was unable to attend the meeting but had circulated a report and the PC is waiting for dates 
to present to the panel. 
 
B) ASSETS OF COMMUNITY VALUE  
The Assets of Community Value paperwork to be completed by the Clerk and Cllr Wragg 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
/Cllr 
Wragg 

6. DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE 
Cllr Roberts reported on the update regarding the Boundary Commission Review – the elections for 
Fowlmere will not be in 2019 under the new scheme, but will be brought in line for All Out Elections in 
2018.  The number of District Councillors will be reduced in SCDC from 55 to 45 which means the 
average number of residents represented per Cllr rises by 1000.  Fowlmere & Foxton are likely to be 
made into a ward with Great and Little Chishill and Heydon. 
 
Re the SCDC Planning Portfolio Meeting which discussed the PC rights of requesting planning 
applications go to the planning committee.  This was going against the democratic rights of the 
parishes and Cllr Roberts was pleased to say the decision was to be deferred for 6 months. 

 

7. SUSTAINABLE PARISH ENERGY PARTNERSHIP EVENT  
The Clerk provided an update to say that she had spoken to SCDC.  The PC is looking to book the 
equipment out in the new year –SCDC will come and show us how it is used and then we book an 
evening in the village where people come along, look at the equipment and they book a time slot 
where we pop the things along to their house for an evening/few hours and then it gets passed on.  
They have thermal imaging cameras (to see where electricity is being lost), a lightbulb library (so you 
can try out lightbulbs in your own home to see how the light changes, how much more cost effective it 
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is etc and if you like it, it has a card you take along to the shop to say 'I want one of these!') and 
electricity meters (which tell you how much is being used - put the tumble dryer on whilst you're 
monitoring it and see how much it increases electricity consumption etc.)  They will help us with 
posters and leaflets for the event.  Clerk to chase up re dates. 
 

 
 
Clerk 

8 WEB-SITE 
The Clerk updated the PC on the fact that she is in the process of moving control of the web-site to ‘in-
house’ and to thank Nico Schonken for all his help over the last few years once completed – Cllr 
Wragg to write once the transfer has taken place.   
 

 
 
Cllr 
Wragg 

9. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
A) MINUTES FROM 20TH OCTOBER & 13TH NOVEMBER 2015 

 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD IN 

THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE ON TUESDAY 20TH OCTOBER 2015 AT 
7:15PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr S Crowther, Cllr J Houghton, 
Cllr C Howe, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr M Vinton, Cllr S Wells, Cllr L Wragg and 
Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:   

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr and Mrs Allen, Mrs Tokley. 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 

Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District Council 
she will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District Cllr at SCDC, 
the same applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, afresh. 

The meeting started at 21:05, following the PC meeting, to accommodate the invited speakers at that 
meeting 
 

2. Deputy Chairman for Planning: 

Cllr Roberts suggested Cllr Bearpark, Cllr Wells seconded, all agreed. Cllr Bearpark accepted. 
 

3. S/0008/15/CW - Explanation and prior warning of consultation. 
Replace an Existing Building with a larger building to house a new energy waste (pyrolysis) plant and 
extend an access track around the back of the site. 
Novus Environmental, Novus House, Thriplow, Royston, SG8 7RR 

The Parish Council share Thriplow Parish Council's concerns and understand there are additional concerns at 
Duxford Imperial War Museum and recommend refusal.  The PC considers that they have outgrown the site, if it 
is requiring this level of enhanced capability. 
 

4. S/2530/15/TP 
Tree works subject to a TPO or within a Conservation Area 
Appleacre Cottage, London Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7RU 
Mr Jerry Jackson 

The Parish Council has no objections as long as the Tree Officers at SCDC are in agreement. 
 

5. S/2207/15/VC 
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Variation of conditions 2 (approved plans), 3 (Materials). 4 (Visability splays), 8 (Traffic Management 
Plan), 9 (Protected of Scheduled Monument), 10 (Landscape Scheme), 12 (Tree Protection), 13 (Hard 
and Soft Landscaping Works), 14 (Contamination) to S/1692/14/FL - Demolition of existing bungalow 
and outbuildings and replacement with new dwelling, closure of existing access from the A505, new 
access onto B1368 and associated bunding and landscaping. 
Ruboic, Flint Cross, Newmarket Road, Melbourn, Cambs, SG8 7PN 

The Parish Council are pleased to be consulted this time but the size of the buiilding is contrary to policy for 
extension of buildings in the countryside, neither does it conform with any of the restrictions and requirements 
needed to confirm with policies.  Whatever mistakes have been made by SCDC Planning prior to this present 
application, they should not be compounded by giving this approval.  The recomendation is therefore refusal. 
 

6. Foxton Local Plan (should be Neighbourhood Plan) 

The Parish Council have no comments. 
 

7. S/1516/15/FL - For information Only - Permission Granted 
Remove the existing roof & replace it with the ridge raised by 1.0m to provide first floor accommodation, 
including roof lights and dormer windows, two storey rear extension, single storey front extension and 
conversion of garage to habitable accommodation. 
Laguepie, Top Close, Fowlmere, SG8 7SP 
Mr and Mrs James Greenwood 

The Parish Council noted the decision 
 

8. S1611/15/FL - For information Only - Permission Granted 
Rear single storey extension 
20 Ryecroft Lane, Fowlmere, Cambs, SG8 7TT 
Mrs Karen Gilliam  

The Parish Council noted the decision 
 

9. Other Matters and Updates  

The cottages at The Butts have been demolished.  The school had concerns and SCDC have 
attended.  Clerk to check if demolition had been granted. 

Clerk to check with the Local Government Ombudsman about the submission regarding Lanacre as 
nothing has been heard. 

Cllr Wragg attended a workshop for Cambridgeshire residents. 

Planning meeting provisionally set for Tuesday 3rd November 2015.  Clerk to book the room at St 
Mary's 

The Inter-village meeting at Melbourn clashes with the next PC meeting - Cllr Roberts has said she'll 
attend though as PC and District representative.  Clerk to share the details. 

The meeting closed at 21:30pm 
 

*********************************************************** 
The minutes were agreed and signed.  The planning minutes from the meeting on 13th November are 
to be included on the December minutes. 
 

B) PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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Two storey rear extension and part single storey rear extension 
S/2708/15/FL 
11 ST Mary’s Walk, Fowlmere, SG8 7TS 
Mr and Mrs Andrew Page 
 
Fowlmere PC has no objections 
 
Detached double garage with pool room 
S/2756/15/FL 
Newlands, London Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7RU 
Rev Jez Deacon 
 
Fowlmere PC has no objections 

 
 
The meeting was opened to members of the public and press 
 
Mrs Willis asked for an update on benches – prices are being sought from Fowlmere joinery – Clerk to 
chase. 
 
The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 

10. BURIAL BOARD:  
A) CEMETERY CLEAR-UP  
Several Cllr’s came along to help tidy up the Cemetery in quite inclement weather.  The Cemetery bin 
is missing, presumed stolen, Clerk to order a new one.  Cllr Wragg thanked everyone attending for 
their hard work. 
 
Re the cemetery gates at Melbourn burial ground – the gates cost £35,000 which Cllr Sunderland 
suggested is a little out of our price range…. 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 

11. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
A) SURVEY WORK 
Acacia Tree Surgery have quoted £750 plus VAT for the survey work to be undertaken (in full leaf in 
spring).  This will provide a 3-year maintenance plan for all PC owned trees in the village from a H&S 
perspective.  After the survey, the Clerk to approach 3 tree surgeons for quotes.  Cllr Sunderland 
proposed, Cllr Crowther seconded and all agreed.  Clerk to respond back to Acacia. 
 
Cllr Wragg said that complaints had been received about the grass being scalped when last mown – 
the Clerk to draw the attention of the contractor, Hardy’s, to it, to ask what are their comments and 
proposals regarding payment from the PC 
 
The cracked wall at The Green, Clerk to report if there is a reply.  Record in the minutes that this has 
been sent – follow it up with a copy in the post. 
 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 

12. FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES 
A) CHEQUES PAID 

 
November 

• Mrs J Wright, Oct 15 Salary - £526.40 
• HMRC Oct- J Wright - £121.60 
• Seniorlink Eldercare Oct 15 (monthly charge for residents' pendant scheme) - £64.43 
• Hardy Landscapes - Oct 15 - £611.78 
• J Wright Telecoms Oct refund - £27.25 
• CCC contribution to the 2013-14 LHI project of extending the speed limit at the Triangle - £95.72 
• Currys Laptop - £411.97, incl £76.99 VAT and £50 Cashback for old laptop 
• Petty Cash (Clinton Cards stamps) - £30.80, £20 Ryecroft Data printing, mileage return to Melbourn (J Wright and L 

Wragg cemetery meeting) - £4.50, £6.99 Thriplow Shop Chocolates to Sadie Tokley for delivering traffic leaflets, 
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Stationery Cupboard, box of paper and envelopes £27.96 
 
 
Balances at Bank as of 6th Nov 2015: 
Current A/C (Santander) £41,065.19 
Deposit A/C (Santander) £19,953.66 
Cambridge Building Society £40,000.00 
Petty Cash £354.88 
 (£39,464.73 of this is Section 106 Money) 

 
B) FINANCE MINUTES FROM 20TH OCTOBER 2015 

 
Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Finance and General Purposes Committee 
held in the School Room, URC, Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, Tuesday 20th October 2015 at 7:00pm. 

Present:    Cllr M Sunderland (Chair), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Houghton, Cllr C Howe, Cllr D 
Roberts, Cllr M Vinton, Cllr S Wells, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright Clerk.   

1. Apologies for absence 
 Cllr Crowther was not present 

2. Minutes of previous meeting/Matters Arising 
The previous minutes of 21st July 2015 had already been agreed and signed at a previous PC 
meeting. 
 

      3. Review of income and expenditure. 
  a) PC Laptop 
  .The Clerk reported that the PC laptop was very definitely on its last legs and 
continually crashing despite being 'cleaned' and is getting to scary levels of heat output.  The new 
battery had gained it an extra year of life.  Currys offer a trade in value of £50 so Clerk to seek to do 
that or offer it on Facebook and get a new one for up to £400.00  the last one purchase was in Jan 
2011 at £325 plus VAT  
 
  b) Fowlmere Friendship Club Donation of £250  
  The PC discussed this at the last PC meeting and made the donation again this year 
towards the Christmas meal for the Friendship Club. Clerk to arrange cheque. 
 
  c) Donation to the Village Hall 
  £1500 agreed in principal.  Dorothy Woods was awarded £1000 from SCDC, (all 
awards were capped.) and the cheque has been received.  Other funding has been received from 
other companies in the village, totalling £7000.  The total cost still exceeds this, the flooring is very 
expensive.  Cllr Sunderland asked for a copy of the revised costs, when Dorothy has them all in.  
 

4. Precept 
  a) Assess contracts in the Autumn 
  The Clerk has started the process of looking at contracts for grasscutting, protected 
verges and seniorlink. 
 
Clerk to send around a budget for discussion at the next meeting, raised by 2% inflation. 
  
5. Trees, Grass and Hedges 
 a) Village Trees 
 The Clerk is contacting 3 companies about quoting for producing surveys for the 5 areas in the 
village that the PC has responsibility for tree work (Cemetery, Village Hall, Ryecroft Lane green 
area, Moat and the Rectory Lane side of the SCDC area of land at the end of Dovehouse Close.)  
Clerk trying to spread the programme over 5 years, rather than 3 if possible. 
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 b) Cemetery Trees (fruit trees),  
It was suggested getting a couple of walnut trees, one for each end and a crab apple, possible an 
old-fashioned pear. 
 
 c) Protected Verges 
These have now been cut and the bill submitted.  SCDC cleared the rubbish - very quick 
response, Clerk to write to Envt Health to thank them 
  

 6. Future Projects 
   a) Village noticeboard/benches on Butts.   

The Council agreed to the purchase of a new noticeboard for the use of the village from Fowlmere 
Joinery of £840 plus VAT, following a comparable quote for £1121.66 plus VAT from Greenbarnes Ltd 
and £1393 plus VAT from Broxap. 

It was agreed that 2 benches would go a) outside the school house, facing in to the green space and 
b) near the play equipment.  Clerk to circulate costs and designs at the next meeting. 

   b) Village Map Update.   
The maps were installed today! 

7. Other Matters 

There were no other matters 

     8. Date of next meeting 

Tuesday 19th January 2016 (presumably 7:00pm), prior to the PC Meeting at the URC, Chapel 
Lane.   
 
The meeting closed at 19:30pm.   

 
******************************************* 

 
The minutes were duly signed 
 
C) PROPOSED 2016/17 BUDGET 
Fowlmere Parish Council 2016/17 Proposed Budget 

 

  
2015/6 2% Increase Total 

 Rounded for 
sense  

Salary 
 

£7,800.00 £156.00 £7,956.00 
                

£7,950.00  

PC Comms 
 

£350.00 £7.00 £357.00 
                     

£350.00  

Grass Cutting (Village) 
 

£8,580.00 £171.60 £8,751.60 
                 

£8,750.00  

Seniorlink 
 

£1,230.00 £24.60 £1,254.60 
                 

£1,250.00  

Street Lighting 
 

£1,850.00 £37.00 £1,887.00 
                 

£1,890.00  
Public Areas (CW) 

 
£3,380.00 £67.60 £3,447.60  £3,450.00                  
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School Grass 
 

£450.00 £9.00 £459.00 
                     

£460.00  

Protected verges 
 

£1,240.00 £24.80 £1,264.80 
                 

£1,265.00  

Play Equipment 
 

£540.00 £10.80 £550.80 
                     

£550.00  

Cemetery Bills 
 

£450.00 £9.00 £459.00 
                     

£460.00  

Hire of Halls 
 

£400.00 £8.00 £408.00 
                     

£410.00  

Stationery / Postage 
 

£230.00 £4.60 £234.60 
                     

£235.00  

Training 
 

£160.00 £3.20 £163.20 
                     

£165.00  

Chairs Allowance 
 

£150.00 £3.00 £153.00 
                     

£150.00  

Audit / Bank fees 
 

£450.00 £9.00 £459.00 
                     

£460.00  

Legal Fees 
 

£1,500.00 £30.00 £1,530.00 
                 

£1,530.00  

Insurance 
 

£1,350.00 £27.00 £1,377.00 
                 

£1,380.00  

CPALC 
 

£400.00 £8.00 £408.00 
                     

£410.00  

P'ground Inspection  
 

£200.00 £4.00 £204.00 
                     

£200.00  

Bus Shelter 
 

£520.00 £10.40 £530.40 
                     

£530.00  

Donations 
 

£460.00 £9.20 £469.20 
                     

£470.00  

PC Printer 
 

£200.00 £4.00 £204.00 
                     

£200.00  

Misc 
 

£3,000.00 £60.00 £3,060.00 
                 

£3,050.00  
Village Hall/fund 
allocation 

 
£0.00 £0.00 £0.00                               -    

      
  

£34,890.00 
 

£35,587.80  £35,565.00                

   
£697.80 

  = 2% increase 
      

Cllr Sunderland proposed to accept the budget proposal and forward to SCDC, Cllr Wells seconded, 
and all agreed.  Clerk to send. 
 
D) MAYD DONATION 
The Youth Club in Melbourn is available to the youth of Fowlmere but very few use it as far as the PC 
is aware.  The PC is suggesting offering £200.00 and hoping that more youngsters from the village will 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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use it – more publicity is needed.  There are very positive comments about it.  Cllr Sunderland 
proposed, Cllr Vinton seconded and all agreed. 
 
A request has also been received from Melbourn Hub for funding but the PC feel it is not appropriate.  
Clerk to reply.  
 
E) BENCHES UPDATE 
This was covered earlier in the agenda. 
 
F) PLAY SPACE WORKING PARTY MEETING 
This needs to be reorganised – suggested to look at in the New Year, last week of January. 
 
G) NEW SENIORLINK REQUEST 
A request for a unit from Mike Gilchrist at 38 Chapel Lane has been received - all agreed to progress.  
Clerk to start the ball rolling 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All 
 
 
 
Clerk 

13. VILLAGE HALL UPDATE 
The Clerk reported on the letter from Dorothy Woods - £7000 has been raised and the cost of Phase 1 
is £7359, without any contribution from the VH, which has a good level of funds in their reserves.  It 
would seem reasonable that the VH contribute the £359 as the PC has contributed previously to tables 
and chairs this year and it would not be appropriate.  The PC would look at future contributions for 
further phases.  The PC could not legally be allowed to fund reserves if the project comes in at a 
lesser amount.  Clerk to reply back to Dorothy Woods. 
   
Cllr Wells to ask for electronic versions of the Village Hall minutes when she is at the next meeting to 
circulate to the PC 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Cllr 
Wells 

14. CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence list was noted.   
 
Re the Ombudsman complaint against the Lanacre planning decision.  The feedback from them is that 
one Council cannot complain about another Council and they asked whether Fowlmere PC had gone 
through the complaints process at SCDC?  Clerk to ask for clarification ie if this complaint will be 
accepted from Fowlmere PC – ask if the details given in the complaint are adequate to demonstrate 
how we complained to SCDC? It is appropriate it goes in as ‘FPC’, not as individuals as Cllr Wragg 
and Roberts were there as representatives of FPC. 
 
The Post Office is to be returning to a service at St Mary’s Church on a Friday from 1pm – 3pm and 
we have been alerted because of the consultation period.  To go on the December agenda.  Clerk to 
publicise. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

15. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
 
Steve Thulborn is leaving CCC – Clerk to wish him well on behalf of the Parish Council.  
 

 
 
Clerk 
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16. OTHER MATTERS:  
 
Countdown signs on Cambridge Road.  How do we go about applying for these? – to involve Cllr 
Howe on his return – December agenda. 
 
Clerk to ask about the water penetration of the Map from the manufacturers of the stands. 
 
Parking on pavements in the village – Cllr Sunderland asked if it is allowed.  Clerk to check with the 
PCSO what the rulings are and put on the December agenda – can they be ‘stickered’?  The problem 
still exists at Lynch Lane/Cambridge Road.   
 
Christmas Tree – agreement was given for the Clerk to buy one from Phillimores.   
 
20mph flashing school signs – there are ‘out of sync’ on High Street – Clerk to report. 
 
Cllr Roberts expressed concern that there was no system in place for a family affected by the house 
fire in Fowlmere earlier in the month.  Clerk to seek advice at SCDC as to what is the protocol. 
 
The meeting closed at 21:20 

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
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 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, CHAPEL LANE 

 15TH DECEMBER 2015 AT 7.30 PM 

PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg, (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr C Howe, Cllr D Roberts, Cllr M Vinton, Cllr 
  S Wells and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

IN ATTENDANCE:   Mrs Woods, Mrs Fletcher, Mr Bottrill, Mr Neal, Cllr Peter Topping  

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr S Crowther, Cllr J Houghton 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS: 
No items were declared. 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 17TH NOVEMBER 2015:  
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record following the meeting. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING:   
The presentation to the Local Highway Improvement panel will be on 22nd January at 1:30pm – Cllr 
Roberts should hopefully be able to attend with Cllr Howe (Whittlesford).  Cllr Roberts has heard from 
Whaddon re Speed Watch – they can come with the equipment for a training session but they will not 
do the job for the PC, which was the idea, to avoid Fowlmere Cllrs monitoring Fowlmere residents. Cllr 
Roberts would find out how that has worked out in Whaddon. 

SCDC have responsibilities for residents in an emergency (ie house fire).  Clerk to put the details of 
the contact telephone numbers on the web-site. 

It was agreed that count-down warning signs for the 30mph limit would be useful at the Cambridge 
Road end of Fowlmere given the bend.  To put forward in the the next Local Highway Improvement bid 
(£400 per sign x 6?). 

The Christmas tree was purchased, with a £10 discount and free delivery from Philimores.  Cllr 
Bearpark offered to take it down in the New Year. 

 

 

Cllr 
Roberts 
 

Clerk 

 

 

Cllr 
Bear-
park 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Topping attended the meeting but didn’t circulate his report afterwards. 
 
Cllr Sunderland would like the following recorded in his absence:  “If Peter Topping is at the meeting 
could you congratulate him on the white lines at the War Memorial junction and ask him when we can 
expect lines at other potential accident spots such as the junction of Cambridge Road and Thriplow 
road, also junction of Cambridge Road and Foxton Road - or are white lining issues simply 
accident driven.”  Cllr Topping took note. 
 
Cllr Topping advised how things to do with Highways should be reported going forward, especially with 
Mike Cooper retiring at the end of the month. Evan Laughlin is the replacement.  Clerk to write an 
introductory e-mail to him. 
 
The Clerk reported that there has been no communication, negative or positive about the proposal to 
turn off streetlights from midnight to 4am (although this may be revised to 2:00am.) 
 
A) ASSETS OF COMMUNITY VALUE  
The Assets of Community Value paperwork is to be completed by the Clerk and Cllr Wragg, to happen 
in January 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk/ 
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B) POST OFFICE PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
The consultation documentation has been sent to the PC.  Clerk to send to say we are in full support 
and would be delighted to see its implementation. 

Cllr 
Wragg 
 
 
 
Clerk 

6. DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE 
A) ELECTORAL REVIEW OF SCDC 
Re Local Plan - Cllr Roberts updated on changes made at SCDC -  500 new houses, Bourn airfield 
and some concern it’s ‘not enough’ to meet housing requirements.  A submission should be made and 
comments brought to the January 2016 meeting. 
 

 
 
Cllr 
Roberts 
/ Cllr 
Wragg 

7. SUSTAINABLE PARISH ENERGY PARTNERSHIP EVENT  
A reminder has been sent twice to SCDC re their promise to get back with suitable dates for lending 
the equipment, sent 30th Nov and 14th Dec.  Cllr Roberts to chase when she is at SCDC’s offices. 
 

 
Cllr 
Roberts 
 

8 WEB-SITE 
The Clerk has updated the web-site and needs photos from new Cllrs.  The log in for the FPC 
Facebook page has also been retrieved and more use will be made of this. 
 

Cllrs 
Houghton, 
Crowther, 
Vinton 

9.  VILLAGE HALL REFURBISHMENT PROPOSALS 
The Clerk read out the proposals following the last Village Hall meeting which were sent to the PC by 
Dorothy Woods.  The PC supports the decision that has been made by the Village Hall Committee 
(not to support licenced premises being added) and would give consideration to help with the 
refurbishment of the present cloakrooms.  It is important to keep the facilities updated.  Would the PC 
support a new refreshment area?  The PC do not support losing car parking spaces, although this may 
not be necessary for a small extension.  Clerk to circulate the decision wording to Mrs Woods 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

10. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
A) MINUTES FROM 13TH NOVEMBER 2015 

 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD IN 
THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY’S, FOWLMERE ON FRIDAY 13TH NOVEMBER 2015 AT 

7:00PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr J Houghton, Cllr M Vinton, 
Cllr S Wells, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk) 

APOLOGIES:  Cllr S Crowther, Cllr C Howe, Cllr M Sunderland (who arrived mid-way), Cllr S 
   Wells, 

IN ATTENDANCE: There was no one in attendance 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District Council 
she will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District Cllr at SCDC, 
the same applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, afresh. 

2. Signing of Vice-Chairman Paperwork  
The paperwork was duly signed 

3. Consultation paper from SCDC re Planning Process at SCDC 
Cllr Roberts explained the process both currently and as proposed.  The majority of responses have 
been against SCDC proposals.  Cllr Wragg has prepared a response.  All were in agreement for the 
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Clerk to send this to SCDC, Cllr Roberts will be attending the meeting at SCDC. 

Clerk to add, in the body of the e-mail, that we would like notification that the officers have received 
this and that it will be part of the agenda for the e-mail, (to send with a ‘read receipt’.) 
 
4. S/2403/15/FL 
Change of use of an agricultural building to a farm shop cafe 
Deans Farm, Long Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
Mr T Deans  
 
The Parish Council refuse this application because it is contrary to the Emerging Local Plan, in 
particular to E/16 Expansion of Existing Businesses in the Countryside.  Especially as the approvals 
for part of the building that have already been given have not been implemented as we understand 
that Planning Officers have been into the building to view this for themselves.  The Policy E/16 clearly 
states at (a) that the proposal has to have been in operation successfully for a minimum of 2 years 
before expansion approval could be given. At E/16 (b) states that there has to be a named use for the 
development and this has not been shown. And at (d) ‘Unacceptable impact on the countryside’ again 
this cannot be demonstrated because the business is not operating and at (f) we have not been shown 
the amount of traffic which would be generated.  At Policy E/18 Farm Diversification at (2) applications 
must include a business plan and the Parish Council has seen no evidence of such a plan.  Lastly, this 
application would impact on nearby domestic properties by the fact of its 7 day a week approval and 
the added footfall that is likely to ensue.   

5. TPO 11/4 
To carry out work subject to TPO or situated within a conservation area 
Oakleigh House, Lynch Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7SX 
Mr Michael Wright  

The Parish Council support this application as long as the Tree Office at SCDC is in agreement. 
 
6. S/2066/15/VC - For information Only - Permission Granted 
Variation of condition 3 of planning ref S/1548/06/F for four staff accommodation rooms to be used as 
bed and breakfast rooms as well as staff accommodation rooms 
The Chequers Inn, High Street, Fowlmere, SG8 7SR 
Heather Hopperton 

The Parish Council noted the decision. 
 
7. S/2207/15/VC - For Information Only - Amended Plans 
Application to vary conditions 2, 4, 10 and 13 by replacement of drawing reference MMX91/Rev B with 
MMX91/Rev C and removal of conditions 3 (Materials), 8 (Traffic Management Plan) and 14 
(Contamination) following submission of details and acceptability of details by the LPA 
Ruboic, Flint Cross, Newmarket Road, Melbourn, Cambs, SG8 7PN 
Barrington Park Farms 

The Parish Council noted the amended plans 
 
8. S/0961/15/FL - For information Only - Permission Granted 
Side and rear extensions and roof extensions 
Thistledown, Rectory Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TJ 
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Mr and Mrs Armstrong 

The Parish Council noted the decision and the Clerk to ask SCDC for an explanation as to why this 
was not referred to the Planning Committee as should be automatic because the PC asked for a 
refusal. 
 
9, S/2269/15/PD - For Information Only 
Prior notification of demolition of two dwelling houses 
1 The Butts, Fowlmere, SG8 7SL 
Daniel Livings, Mill Farm Partnership 

The Parish Council noted the application. 
 
10. S/2269/15/PD - For Information Only - Application Withdrawn 
Prior notification of demolition of two dwelling houses 
1 The Butts, Fowlmere, SG8 7SL 
Daniel Livings, Mill Farm Partnership 

The Parish Council noted the withdrawal. 
 
11. S/1365/15/FL - For Information Only - Application Withdrawn 
Replace existing picket fence 1m high with 2m featherboarded fence and gate 
Finch Cottage, 5 Aldous Court, Fowlmere, SG8 7WA 
Mr & Mrs John and Lesley Mawson 

The Parish Council noted the withdrawal. 
 
12. Other Matters and Updates  

The meeting closed at 8:00pm 
 

*********************************************************** 
The minutes were agreed and signed.   
 
 
The meeting was opened for questions from members of the public and press 
 
Mr Neal felt that the village map had not been well received.  He expressed several other opinions 
concerning the Clerk, her salary and Cllr Roberts – none of which necessitated a decision or further 
comment.  Cllr Wragg closed the discussion as there was nothing to be gained from continuing.  
 
The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press 
 

11. BURIAL BOARD:  
A) TREE PLANTING  
The Clerk reported that Hardy’s had planted the 23 trees in the new extension to the cemetery (5 
English Oak, 5 Red Oak, 5 Field Maple, 5 Norway Maple, 2 Malus John Downie, 1 Conference Pear). 
 
Cllr Bearpark noted that the rubbish bin had been replaced. 
 

 
 

12. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
A) GRASS CUTTING TENDERING 
The process of tendering for grass cutting has started – the Clerk has accompanied Martin Hardy 
around the village to understand what exactly is cut, and when.  She will approach other firms for 
quotations in the New Year. 
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Cllr Roberts said we may need an earlier start next year to the grass cutting. 
 
B) BOOT CAMP PROPOSAL ON PARISH LAND 
The Clerk has been contacted by Mr Lee Dowling with a proposal for running a Boot Camp on The 
Butts.  It was felt that noise could be an issue.  The PC agreed to suggest that it should not run on a 
Sunday, because of the close proximity of houses - Saturday morning would be better.  There should 
also be an upper limit of numbers, because of car parking and the lack of facilities (no toilets).  Clerk to 
pass on VH contact details to Mr Dowling, and the Village Hall has full amenities and a bigger area of 
grass.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

13. FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES 
A) CHEQUES PAID 

 
December 

• Mrs J Wright, Nov 15 Salary - £526.40 
• HMRC Nov- J Wright - £121.60 
• Seniorlink Eldercare Nov 15 (monthly charge for residents' pendant scheme) - £62.57 and £39.99 for M Gilchrist 

connection fee. 
• Hardy Landscapes (tree planting) - £414.00 (incl VAT) 
• J Wright Telecoms Nov refund - £27.85 
• Cambs Acre quarterly payroll fee - £36.00 
• United Reform Church, room rental - £216.00 
• Suffolk Farm Fencing – trees and supports and delivery (incl VAT)- £526.59 
• Petty Cash - £2.00 in from Chris Parsons for bee hive land rental! £45.00 to Philimores for Xmas tree. 

 
 
Balances at Bank as of 15th Dec 2015: 
Current A/C (Santander) £39,156.04 
Deposit A/C (Santander) £20042.28 
Cambridge Building Society £40,000.00 
Petty Cash £311.88 
 (£39,464.73 of this is Section 106 Money) 

 
B) SECTION 106 MONEY FOR LAND ADJ TO CHARITY HALL 
The Clerk has been sent the documentation for the money to be paid to FPC (£5155.85).  The PC 
resolved to accept the agreement, Cllr Wragg proposed, Cllr Roberts seconded and all agreed.  Cllr 
Roberts and Cllr Wragg signed the documentation, which the Clerk will return to SCDC. 
 
C) BENCHES UPDATE 
A quote came in from Fowlmere Joinery for a Hardwood bench but as this was more expensive than 
the other quotes, the PC agreed there was no need for a ‘bespoke’ bench and the Clerk to recirculate 
the other costs for the next meeting 
 
D) MAP STANDS – SEALING AROUND THE EDGES 
The Clerk to give the go-ahead to the map makers to put some sealant around the edges at a cost of 
£70.00, in order to prevent the ingress of moisture. 
 
E) PLAY SPACE WORKING PARTY MEETING 
Clerk to seek the map from the Chapel, or purchase another map in advance of the meeting to be held 
on 16th Feb, prior to the PC meeting.  Cllr Vinton asked what is the concentration of children in certain 
areas of the village, which is unknown. 
 
Cllr Roberts reported the possible 2nd Fowlmere Exception site has not yet been progressed, but 
feedback from Fowlmere on numbers etc has been passed on. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14. CORRESPONDENCE 
The correspondence list was noted.   
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The Clerk to send a thank you to Nico Shonken of a gift of wine, relating all the work he had done on 
the Parish Council web-site. 
 

Clerk 

15. ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
 

 
 

16. OTHER MATTERS:  
The date of the next meeting is at 7:30pm on Tuesday 19th January 2016 
 
The meeting closed at 21:05 
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