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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE PAVILION ROOM, FOWLMERE VILLAGE HALL, FOWLMERE 

TUESDAY 17TH JANUARY 2017 AT 7:30 PM  

PRESENT:   Cllr D Roberts (Deputy Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr C Howe, Cllr M Sunderland and  
  Mrs J Wright (Clerk).  

IN ATTENDANCE:  Mr Bottrill 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Cllr L Wragg, Cllr S Crowther, Cllr J Houghton, Cllr M Vinton, Cllr S Wells 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS:  
There were no declarations 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 20TH DECEMBER 2016:  
The minutes were agreed and will be signed as a true record with the following amendments: 

Stephen Monday not Mumby 

“Cllr Roberts felt pressured on the day to accept a Foxton speculative application and has since 
written to SCDC CEO expressing concern.” 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING: 
SCDC - Community Award.  Pat Rowley has been nominated previously and a name has been 
suggested to be put forward – Clerk to progress. 

 

Clerk 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
 
Cllr Topping was unable to attend the meeting but sent in the following report: 
 
“County and district wide  This week sees the start of work on the Ely bypass. Why does this 
matter to us? It is the sort of big infrastructure work that will help move people round the county more 
easily and could reduce the pressure on South Cambs to build more houses. Under the 
Cambridgeshire Devolution proposals I am seeking to have improvements to the A505 included in 
our Devolution II bid to central government in 2017. This is long term, but it will be a start.  I had a 
meeting with civil servants this week to discuss further. 

I attended the Health Committee where we were looking at the Sustainability & Transformation Plan 
being put together by the health commissioning group. Savings of between 10-12% need to be 
achieved over the next 5 years, and the committee’s role is to scrutinize this work on behalf of 
residents who access health services. The Chief Exec of Addenbrookes attended and we asked him 
about how the hospital is improving since being put in special measures 18 months ago.  

The Full County Council meeting in December agreed to reverse the decision to reduce gritting 
routes. This was universally welcomed. The original gritting cuts were part of a package of measures 
to save money, and avoid putting up the county precept. But clearly the gritting work is a key frontline 
service. All routes have been reinstated and there are sufficient crews to grit as required. 

The county council has to spend a lot of money on adult social care. In the next budget in February, 
there will be difficult choices between putting up the precept to pay for adult social care, or cutting 
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back on other services to keep the increase as low as possible. There is a survey of Adult Carers 
being carried out by the county to better understand what support those people need in their role.  

Devolution update  I am leading the work to accelerate building affordable houses across the 
county, especially in South Cambs. These are on sites that already have been assigned, so this isn’t 
about building on new land. We are also trying to find ways of encouraging self-build houses.   

City Deal  The City Deal has been urged to consider introducing a congestion charge on 
people driving into Cambridge at peak times. I oppose this because I see it as an unfair tax on 
residents of South Cambridgeshire whose work takes them into the City. The public transport 
systems need to be improved first before this could be considered.  I am though in favour of an 
emissions charge on high-polluting vehicles in the historic centre of the City, and places like 
Addenbrookes which has surprisingly high pollution levels.  

Closer to home  I continue to chase the county on the work still to be done on the flytipping 
area.    The last rather sad looking caravan has gone from the collection of nine that were on 
Thriplow heath before Christmas – the district planning enforcement team visited several times – this 
is the land on which there is an injunction to make it easier to move trespassers on.  

A) SPEEDWATCH / CCC BID  
The date has been agreed for the panel interview for Cllr Howe and Cllr Wragg.  Clerk to initiate the 
date with the local PCSO for Speedwatch Training.  Cllr Topping to advise on obtaining a 
Speedwatch camera / Clerk to also ask local Speedwatch connection.  Is it possible that “no access 
to…..” signs can be put up – Highways could advise on the possibilities.  Barley and Barkway now 
have the speed signs with smiles/actual speed. 
 
B) CLEARANCE OF CCC LAND NEAR SCHOOL CAR PARK 
Nothing further has happened on this – Clerk to chase Cllr Topping. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
Cllr 
Topping 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

6. VILLAGE HALL: 
A) CHANGING ROOM REFURBISHMENT 
There is nothing further to report. 
 
B) PLAY EQUIPMENT 
Already discussed at Finance and to be moved onto the February Agenda. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
(Agenda) 
 

7. DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE: 
The Local Plan enquiry is getting back on the working agenda at SCDC again and at the same time 
the inspectors are seemingly working on another one.  The longer it is delayed, the more speculative 
applications can be submitted.  Welding Alloys has still not been decided at SCDC.  There is a local 
speculative application in Thriplow on the present grain store (35 houses), with a meeting on 26th 
January at Thriplow Village Hall – Cllr Roberts/Cllr Bearpark to attend (it was rejected in the original 
‘call for sites’ and Thriplow is probably an ‘infill’ village not a ‘group’ village.)  This will have 
implications on their school.  Foxton has had an application passed for 20 additional houses. 
 

 
 
 
 
(Cllr 
Roberts/ 
Cllr 
Bearpark) 

8. ROAD SAFETY 
A) ANPR CAMERA 
There has been a reply from Mr Ablewhite – to be moved onto the February agenda. 
 

 
 
(Agenda) 

9. PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
 
A) PLANNING MINUTES FROM 20TH DECEMBER 2017 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD IN 
THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE ON TUESDAY 20TH DECEMBER 2016 

AT 7:00PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr S Crowther, Cllr J Houghton, 
Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr M Vinton, Cllr Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk).   

APOLOGIES:  Cllr C Howe, Cllr S Wells 
IN ATTENDANCE Mr Mill, Mr Mulholland, Mrs Woods, Mr Forbes 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District 
Council she will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District Cllr at 
SCDC, the same applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, afresh. 

Cllr Bearpark declared an interest in item 5 as he is a resident and he will be leaving the room. 
 
2. S/3285/16/FL 
Detached double garage 
Oak Lodge, Long Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
Mr Martin Hardy 

Fowlmere Parish Council recommends approval as it lies within the village envelope and is a simple, 
almost agricultural structure, which marries in with the rest of the buildings in the vicinity. 

3. S/3249/16/FL 
Erection of one - three bedroom bungalow and assosicated outbuilding scheme to replace 
lapsed application S/2106/12/FL 
Land to the rear of 80 to 86, Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, Cambridgeshire 
Mr Robert Mill 
 
Mr Mill explained that he has had 4 separate planning officers at SCDC dealing with his application 
and it has been suggested that all buildings are in ‘one’ building rather than an outbuilding being part 
of the design.  He feels the land warrants a better property than the previous permission allowed.  
Cllr Roberts asked what consideration has been made for the neighbours? 

Mr Mulholland was speaking for 80, 82, 84, 86 Chapel Lane – he is disappointed with the design – 
it’s much bigger (330sqm?).  There are still height issues, the proximity issues have returned in this 
application too.  It’s disappointed to have to go through this process again.   

Mr Forbes is at number 39 Chapel Lane and, whilst not being in principle against a development on 
the site (to which Mr Mulholland agreed), has issues with soakaways and access.  The existing 
access is in place to service the site, not the actual dwelling and there are issues with the angle onto 
the road and the  scale and nature of the entrance gates are questionable.  Mr Mill says Highways 
and Planning are happy with the access design. 

Cllr Roberts read out the original refusal from July 2012. 

The original reasons for refusal still stand.  It is a restricted site, in greenbelt land and permission has 
already been given for a smaller bungalow.  The Clerk to prepare a response to circulate to Cllrs, 
using details from the previous refusal and point SCDC officers to look at their previous refusal dated 
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13th July 2012 (ref S/0594/12/FL), including concerns about the access.  If the officers have a 
different view from FPC then we must insist that this goes to the Planning Committee. 
 
4. S/3340/16/TC 
Applications to carry out tree works subject to a TPO or situated within a Conservation Area 
St Marys Prospect, Rectory Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7TL 
Mr and Mrs Lorne  

Fowlmere Parish Council has no concerns or objections. 

5. S/3293/16/LD 
Certificate of lawful development for the Breach of Condition 4 of planning permission 
S/1155/92/F and Condition 4 of planning permission S/1156/92/F 
Appleacre Caravan Park, London Road, Fowlmere, Cambridgeshire 
Park View Group Ltd 

Cllr Bearpark left the meeting at 7:34pm 

Fowlmere Parish Council (FPC) feels that this proposal should be viewed as a proper planning 
application, not through the process of a certificate of lawful development.  This would mean that 
residents on site would be given a chance to have a voice.  This is a doubling up of the number of 
dwellings on the site, it is outside of the village envelope and FPC is very concerned that the 
proposal is being conducted in this manner.  There are issues about the scale of the development 
and again, FPC strongly questions the seemingly temporary use of touring caravans being used to 
add substance and whilst not challenging the evidence, FPC insists that this needs to be a consistent 
application which is open to consultation with the various parties involved. 

Cllr Bearpark returned at 19.48 

6. S/3161/16/FL & S/3162/16/LB 
Glass Link Extension 
Perks Close, 4 Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7SA 
Maddin 

Fowlmere Parish Council recommends approval because it clearly differentiates the old from the 
new, whilst providing some extra space for the applicants. 

7. S/2889/16/FL 
Change of use of building previously used as part of a farm office to A1 use, to be used as a 
hairdressing salon. Internal works to include provision of water points for hair washing, no 
external alterations proposed. 
Office adjacent to farm office, Manor Farm, Fowlmere, Cambridge, SG8 7SH 
Mr Martin Sheldrick, Sheldrick Farming Ltd 

This type of service business should be situated within village envelopes and it is entirely 
inappropriate and against policies to approve such in the open countryside where change of use is 
restricted.  There appears to be no business plan shown and this is clearly in planning terms not 
acceptable farm diversification, nor is it indeed claimed as such. 

This application site forms part of a group of farm buildings and should this application be approved it 
could set a precedent for further expansion.  The application simply seeks to change the farm use to 
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one of unfettered commercial development which should be strongly resisted as inappropriate in the 
rural setting. 

Fowlmere Parish Council therefore recommends refusal. 

Should the officers view differ from that of the PC then it requests that the application goes to SCDC 
Planning Committee, following a site visit. 

A vote was taken 4 support a refusal and 3 abstained. 

8. S/0581/16/FL  - For Information Only – Application Approved 
Two Proposed dwellings 
Bury House, Long Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
Mr T Glasscock 

Fowlmere Parish Council noted the decision.  FPC originally asked for this to go to Planning 
Committee and this was ignored.  Cllr Roberts and Cllr Wragg to write a response. 

9. S/1827/16/FL  - For Information Only – Application Approved 
Single storey side extension 
10 Rectory Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TL 
Mr Rick Williams 

Fowlmere Parish Council noted the decision. 

10. S/1506/15/FL  - For Information Only – Application Approved 
The erection of 5 no. dwellings with associated access & landscaping, following demolition of the 
existing dwellings & outbuildings 
The Willows & Highbank, Long Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts, SG8 7TG 
Identified Developments (Fowlmere) Ltd 

Fowlmere Parish Council noted the decision. 

11. S/2250/15/LB  - For Information Only – Application Approved 
The erection of 5 no. dwellings with associated access & landscaping, following 
Reconfiguration of existing first floor sanitary ware to include replacement soil pipe and new 
shower tray. Installation of new ground floor Saniflo WC unit to existing cloakroom 
Hope Cottage, Long Lane, FOWLMERE, SG8 7TA 
Mr David Myers 

Fowlmere Parish Council noted the decision. 

12. The Triangle - withdrawal by housing association of application (agreed) to add an extra parking 
bay 

FPC to write to the Housing Association about this decision. 

13. Other Matters and Updates  

Lanacre – the discharge of conditions has been refused - Cllr Roberts to visit the site. 
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52 Chapel Lane has been allowed some tree work as the trees do not have TPO’s 

Cllr Crowther said a resident in Rectory Lane wanted to remove some self-seeded sycamores from 
land by their garage but they would need to speak to SCDC as this is within the Conservation Area. 

The meeting closed at 20:20 

************************************* 

Cllr Bearpark reported on Appleacre – the Lawful development certificate has been withdrawn and a 
formal application will be submitted which Cllr Roberts has said is very welcome news. 

B) BUTTS VIEW 
FPC were asked why they were asking questions about Butts View by Bidwells – Cllr Roberts and 
Cllr Wragg to prepare a response. 

C) PEDESTRIAN GATEWAY TO THE BUTTS 
Cllr Topping to see his footpaths officer and to ask what chance we have of succeeding and how 
long this may take? 

The meeting was opened to members of the public and press 

Mr Bottrill asked about the draft minutes going up and the Clerk explained this happens when 
possible, as long as they have been read first by the Chair or Deputy Chair of the PC. 

The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Roberts 
/Cllr Wragg 
 
Cllr 
Topping 

10. BURIAL BOARD: 
A) CONSULTATION ON THE CEMETERY T&C’S 
The consultation document has been widely publicised - web-site/Facebook/Noticeboard and in the 
next FATN.     
 
The PC would want all responses back with at least 5 clear days before the meeting on 21st February 
(to allow for the circulation of the February FATN).  Cllr Roberts asked for copies of the 
Melbourn/Royston T&C’s/Rates to be available at the meeting.  The February PC meeting will run as 
usual, and be open to the public as usual.  The ‘Consultation on the Cemetery T&C’s’ will be at the 
beginning of the agenda but it needs to be remembered that all comments / questions need to be 
sent to the PC via the Clerk in writing at least 5 days before the meeting, for inclusion. 
 
Clerk to check up on numbered padlock on cemetery extension – did it ever include a chain? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

11. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
A) VILLAGE TREE SURVEYS 
These had already been discussed at the previous Finance Meeting. 

B) RYECROFT LANE TREES ON ROAD EDGE OF MOAT 
It was agreed that the H&S work would go ahead and a major cutting back of the trees would be 
scheduled in for 2018.  Clerk to reply back to Howard Peacock. 

The PC agreed for Mrs Smith in Ryecroft Lane to prune back the trees she contacted them about, at 
her expense, as long as the maintenance was minimal and not ‘removal’. 

It was agreed that the Clerk should start the process of getting the Protected Verges cut when the 
time comes (April?)  We re-tendered on this just last year. 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
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C) PROPOSED NEW SERVICE FROM SCDC TREE OFFICER 
The PC would like the Clerk to reply back and say the PC would be interested in the service that the 
Tree Officer is looking to initiate (ie the impartial surveying of village trees)  

 
Clerk 

12. FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES: 
A) CHEQUES PAID: 
 

January 2017 
• Mrs J Wright, December 16 Salary - £659.56 
• NEST Pension Contribution - £3.15 
• Windows 365 Annual fee - £59.99 
• Seniorlink Eldercare Dec 16- £85.64 
• J Wright Telecoms Dec - £30.27 
• Garden Inspirations - £321.00 
• Fowlmere Village Hall Room Hire - £24.00 
• E.on Chapel Electricity - £44.55 
• VAT Due in for July-Dec 2016 - £1534.56 

 
Balances at Bank as of 6th January 2017: 
Current A/C (Santander) £51,569.44 
Deposit A/C (Santander) £20,042.28 
Cambridge Building Society £40,000.00 
Petty Cash £68.18 
 (£44,620.58 of this is Section 106 Money) 
 

 

 
 
 

13 CORRESPONDENCE: 
The correspondence list was noted. 
 
MVC – this is to be discussed at the next agenda when there are more Cllrs present.  Clerk to ask 
what other contributions are being made. 

 
 
 
(Agenda) 
Clerk 
 

14
. 

ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
 
A) IDEAS FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO VILLAGE LIFE 
It was agreed to move this to the February agenda 
 

 
 
 
 
(Agenda) 
 

15
. 

OTHER MATTERS:  
The date of the next meeting is 7:30pm on Tuesday 21st February 2017 at the Pavilion Room, Village 
Hall. 
 
The meeting closed at 9:00pm  
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE PAVILION ROOM, FOWLMERE VILLAGE HALL, FOWLMERE 

TUESDAY 21ST FEBRUARY 2017 AT 7:30 PM  

PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr C Howe, Cllr D Roberts, Cllr M   
  Sunderland, Cllr M Vinton, Cllr S Wells and Mrs J Wright (Clerk).  

IN ATTENDANCE:  Residents of Fowlmere 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
There were no apologies for absence 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS:  
There were no declarations 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 17TH JANUARY 2017:  
The minutes were agreed and will be signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING: 
There were no matters arising not covered in the agenda 

 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Topping attended the meeting and gave the following report: 
 
“County budget Last week saw the annual budget setting debate at the county council which was 
long, lasting from 10.30 through to 5.30. There was agreement that the council tax should go up by 
2% to fund adult social care which is under huge strain, partly because of the costs and difficulties in 
recruiting careworkers. The budget for the rest of the council has been frozen.  However, road 
improvements including pothole filling and verge cutting will have more money spent on them.  

Housing White Paper – the housing white paper proposes giving councils some powers that they 
have been pressing for such as reducing the time allowed between the grant of planning application 
and when the first houses have to be built on a site, from 3 to 2 years. Whether it is enough to stop 
the landbanking of land by developers to keep prices high is another matter. I am meeting the 
housing minister tomorrow and will report back next month on this.  

Closer to home   
Speedwatch Whittlesford have been operating speedwatch for about 8 months – the person on the 
Parish Council to contact is (jude) judithtownley@hotmail.com. 
Special Constable Paul Jenkins is the trainer for villages teams here – contactable via ecops. 
More info and general email address Speedwatch@cambs.pnn.police.uk 
Land near school. I asked the county to conclude clearing away the materials on the land and I 
visited the site myself and spoke to local people to ensure it has been done. I suggest the next step 
is a meeting to discuss options such as a community orchard and with the school involved. I will 
arrange if the PC agrees. 
Gate near the Butts I have arranged for the county footpaths officer to come out and have a site visit 
with the PC re the pedestrian gate to the industrial area 
 
Affordable homes I am leading on work to accelerate building of affordable houses across the 
county and we have won the first £20m from government this month. Some of the affordable homes 
could be built on sites already identified in Whittlesford. Some of the houses would be social rent, 
some joint ownership with a housing association.  
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Roads I have met with the Highways team at the depot in Whittlesford. At the beginning of the 
financial year would be a good time to put in some requests for minor improvements such as white 
lines reprinting etc, and also if there are any things that the council wants to fund itself, but wants the 
county to carry out, we should discuss that with the depot team.  

Rural crime I have had a meeting with the Cambridgeshire police rural crime unit inspector following 
a significant increase in hare coursing in the area, and related rural crime. I am arranging for our 
PCSO to have some training with the unit and would also encourage the reporting of suspicious 
activity to the police such as vans and cars parked up in fields, or lights seen in fields at night, using 
999. The police are very keen to re-iterate that rural crime is higher on their agenda than perhaps it 
was some years ago.” 

Cllr Topping reported that the SCDC Footpaths Officer is coming out re the Butts Pedestrian Gate – 
Cllr Roberts and Wragg would like to attend too, so please can he keep the Clerk in contact with 
arranged dates. 
. 
A) CLEARANCE OF CCC LAND NEAR SCHOOL CAR PARK 
Cllr Topping has been told that there has been a secondary clear up.  Cllr Roberts to report back to 
Cllr Topping and the Clerk what has happened once she has inspected the site again.  The next 
stage is to move towards a possible community orchard which will require a meeting with CCC.  The 
school should be involved and also Rob Mungoven (Environment Officer) 
 
Cllr Wragg informed Cllr Topping of the recent fatal traffic accident in the village and reiterated 
Fowlmere has a very serious problem and it is with great regret that the LHI panel has not helped in 
the past.   
 
Cllr Roberts reported that another fatal accident on the A505 resulted in diverted traffic going through 
Fowlmere which caused a lot of concern in the village. 
 
Cllr Howe – by making the A505 a more attractive road will result in more people accessing it through 
Fowlmere, which needs to be restricted. 
 
Cllr Howe and Cllr Wragg went around the village with PC Jenkins on Monday and witnessed the 
Number 31 bus speeding which is not acceptable and a letter has been sent. 
 
Cllr Sunderland - The Foxton crossing slows traffic on the A10 and in particular the trains going to 
Barrington are hugely acerbating this as it increases traffic going through the village.  Cllr Topping 
has a meeting with network rail later this week.  It was asked what are the Police traffic plans, which 
could avoid traffic being rerouted through Fowlmere?  What is it that Melbourn has to allow it to have 
the ‘no access to’ signs from the A10?... 
 
Cllr Wragg – this will lead to ‘induced demand’…  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Topping / 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Roberts 

6. DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE: 
Cllr Roberts has concerns over the Welding Alloys site application which still has not yet been 
decided at SCDC and is seeking an explanation as to why this is the case.  It could be challenged for 
non-determination. 
 
Cllr Wragg explained the Cemetery Consultation, 10 replies were received and copies have been 
made available.  The Clerk added that Mr Kenzie’s concerns had been received verbally. 
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The meeting was opened to members of the public and press 

Mr Mulholland - Given what appears to be quite a defensive response, what is the catalyst for the 
wholesale change?  Cllr Roberts will explain this under item 7 of the agenda. 
 
Mrs Tokley – What happens after this process?  Again, Cllr Roberts to expand on this under item 7. 
 
Mr Davis – “The existing commitments will be honoured…” can be taken in two ways.  Cllr Wragg – 
the intention of the PC is that existing commitments will be honoured to people who have bought 
plots.  These T&C’s have and can change.  Mr Davis – ‘Contract Law says otherwise and this is a 
very defensive document’. 
 
The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press 
 

7. BURIAL BOARD 
A) CONSULTATION ON THE CEMETERY T&C’S 
 
Cllr Roberts (Chair of the Burial Board) gave an opening presentation: 
 
“The last review was in 2014.  The PC is responsible for the cemetery and from time to time needs to 
review and/or change the T&C’s.  There is mounting pressure for more space (and Fowlmere has 
looked forward and purchased the extension).  A piece of work has been undertaken in SCDC which 
shows there are relatively few burial places in the District. 
 
In the present cemetery, there are 63 spaces reserved spaces, plus 12 full and 4 half unreserved 
plots remaining in the main part of the cemetery.  The side spaces are reduced (45 on LSH, 35 on 
RHS) and difficult to utilise due to tree roots – test digs will be required.  The extension will need to 
be used sooner than anticipated. 
 
Looking at T&C’s is very difficult and we have tried to be flexible in the past, especially with the 
memorials.  However this has meant requirements from people that haven’t fitted the regulations but 
being flexible has resulted in serious complaints which has caused upset.  Having had that 
experience, some memorial stones have had to be re-thought.  It is a public space and one person’s 
way of expressing their emotions may detract from another’s. 
 
The PC had refused writing on the back but another application came in which would allow a design 
which was allowed, but other users of the Cemetery then harangued the Chairwoman for this 
decision.  The PC cannot have the situation where they try to be compassionate but get criticised for 
it, so the only way forward was to review the T&C’s to see if they’re fit for purpose and come to a 
conclusion and then stick to it – everyone will be treated the same and there can be no criticism, 
complaint or charges that the PC is being unfair to some families as that has never been the PC’s 
intention.   
 
Nov/Dec 16 – the final draft was put to the Committee before the document was put forward for a 
public consultation, which has now been slightly in excess of a full month.  The PC looked at all 
views expressed and this has been incorporated into a document which all the PC have seen (and 
thanks to Cllr Wragg for his work on the computer).  We have also looked at other Cemeteries in the 
district for comparison and ours compares very well.” 
 
Cllr Roberts went through the document in detail.  Additional items from this, not listed in the 
consultation document are as follows: 
 
Mrs Tokley asked if they could be recognised for the clearance work they have done? 
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Cllr Roberts - a notice-board would be useful but won’t have details of funerals.  The shed could be 
taken down in the future for more space if required.   
 
The PC has legal obligations and so needs to lead the tidy up sessions.  Cllr Roberts does not think 
social media is the right vehicle for promoting clear-up days etc. 
 
Cllr Wragg thanked Cllr Roberts for going through the responses and addressing colleagues (clause 
81 is to be removed). 
 
Cllr Howe - Item 10 ‘For example, in cases where the move was caused by health or medical 
reasons….’ should be added. 
 
Cllr Roberts moved the recommendation to accept the proposed updates to the terms and 
conditions.  Cllr Bearpark seconded and all agreed. 
 
Cllr Bearpark would like to thank those who have helped to maintain the cemetery. 
 
Is there any scope for an onward working party to be formed – to create a better relationship – this 
will go onto the agenda for the next meeting. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Clerk) 

8. VILLAGE HALL: 
A) CHANGING ROOM REFURBISHMENT 
This is moving slowly, but there is now a sub-committee running this and there is to be a meeting 
with the architect this week. 
 
B) PLAY EQUIPMENT 
The play equipment has come out to just under £15,000.00 which needs to go to the Finance 
Committee at their next meeting.  Cllr Wragg thanked Mrs Woods. 
 
Unfortunately there has been some vandalism at the Village hall, a picnic bench has been destroyed 
and litter has been thrown about.  Cllr Wragg says it should be reported to the Police.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Clerk) 

9. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
A) PLANNING MINUTES FROM 17TH JANUARY & 9TH FEBRUARY 2017 
 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD IN 
THE PAVILION ROOM, FOWLMERE VILLAGE HALL, FOWLMERE ON TUESDAY 17TH JANUARY 

2017 AT 7:10PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr C Howe, Cllr M Sunderland and Mrs J Wright 
(Clerk).   

APOLOGIES:  Cllr T Bearpark (arrived 19:36), Cllr S Crowther, Cllr J Houghton, Cllr S  
   Wells, Cllr M Vinton, Cllr L Wragg 

IN ATTENDANCE Mr Bottrill 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District 
Council she will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District Cllr at 
SCDC, the same applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, afresh. 

2. S/3621/16/FL 
Part Conversion of existing outbuilding, including raising of existing roof, to be used for a 
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purpose ancilliary to the main dwelling. 
Seven Elms, Long Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
M McAvoy 

Fowlmere Parish Council would like an immediate response please to answer what the actual 
ancillary use will be – is it going to be tied to Seven Elms house or will it be a separate dwelling with 
access from the previous joint/shared access.  There are concerns over other development in the 
adjoining land which will have an effect on traffic.  FPC will then need an extension for this please in 
order to hold another meeting, so that a proper judgement can be made. 
 
3. S/3620/16/FL 
Proposed two storey front and side extension, first floor side extension, single storey porch 
and infilling of existing covered porch areas 
Seven Elms, Long Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
M McAvoy 

Fowlmere Parish Council feel that although this is a doubling up of the building, there are no material 
reasons for refusal and so support this application as there are no detrimental effects on the next-
door property. 
 
4.S/1966/16/FL 
Erection of Nitrate/Disinfection building, 2no. tanks: refurbishment of the Heydon Booster; 
erection of flood perimeter fence; extension to internal access road and associated works 
Fowlmere Pumping Station, Chrishall Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7RT 
Mrs L McHale 

Cllr Bearpark arrived at 19:36 

Fowlmere Parish Council supports the application and has no objections. 
 
5. S/3317/16/FL 
Two storey front, side and rear extension 
1 Dottrell Bungalow, Newmarket Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7PD 
Mr and Mrs Padayachee  

Fowlmere Parish Council supports the application and has no objections as this will not be 
detrimental to neighbours. 
 
6. S/2692/16/DC   - For Information Only – Permission Refused 
Discharge of Condition 3 (contamination) of planning ref S/2829/14/FL 
Rear of Lanacre, Chrishall Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7RY 
Ian Purkiss, Blues Property 

Fowlmere Parish Council noted the decision.  Cllr Roberts has seen the build but will speak to SCDC 
about the overall length. 
 
7. Other Matters and Updates  
The meeting closed at 19:50 

******************************************** 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD IN 
THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY’S CHURCH, FOWLMERE ON THURSDAY 9TH 

FEBRUARY 2017 AT 7:00PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr C Howe, Cllr M Sunderland, 
Cllr M Vinton and Mrs J Wright (Clerk).   

APOLOGIES: Cllr J Houghton, Cllr S Wells, Cllr L Wragg 

IN ATTENDANCE There was no one in attendance 

1.Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District 
Council she will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District Cllr at 
SCDC, the same applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, afresh 

2. S/3621/16/FL 
Part Conversion of existing outbuilding, including raising of existing roof, to be used for a 
purpose ancilliary to the main dwelling. 
Seven Elms, Long Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
M McAvoy  

Fowlmere Parish Council supports the application however SCDC must include the condition they 
stated they would in their email to Fowlmere Parish Clerk on 18th January 2017 ‘to limit the use of the 
outbuilding to use by immediate family or any dependent living with the occupiers of, and for 
purposes ancillary to the residential use of the main dwelling, as is usual with an outbuilding/annexe 
application’ and Fowlmere Parish Council would also require the added condition of ‘not for 
commercial use (including B&B or similar)’. 
 
3. S/3620/16/FL 
Proposed two storey front and side extension, first floor side extension, single storey porch 
and infilling of existing covered porch areas 
Seven Elms, Long Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
M McAvoy 

Left on the agenda in error from the previous agenda. 
 
4. S/0086/17/PA 
Prior approval for a proposed change of use of an agricultural buiding to two dwellings 
Barns 1/2, Cherry Tree Field, Shepreth Road, Fowlmere, Royston, Herts, SG8 6QU 
Mr Albert Neal 

Fowlmere Parish Council recommends refusal primarily because the application does not comply 
with the previous and emerging Local Plan -  Policy H/16: Reuse of Buildings in the Countryside for 
Residential Use.   

The Plan states the change of use and adaptation of redundant or disused buildings in rural areas to 
residential use will only be permitted where: 

a) The buildings are unsuitable for employment use, or it being demonstrated through 
marketing the development opportunity for at least 12 months at a realistic price, that there is 
no demand for their development for employment use. 
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The building is neither redundant, neither has it been marketed 

b) The buildings are structurally sound, not makeshift in nature and are of permanent, 
substantial construction. 
This is essentially a ‘new build’ which is not allowed, it is not diversification – it is a 
speculative application 

c) There will be an enhancement to the immediate setting of the buildings; 
d) The form, bulk, design, landscaping and materials used in the change of use and adaptation 

and any associated extensions are sensitive to the character and appearance of the building 
and locality; 
The plans are poor so nothing can be usefully determined in support of c) or d)  

e) There is a safe vehicular site access 
Safe vehicular access cannot be proven, as the site is on a bend. 

There is not the apparent intention to use the dwellings for agricultural purposes, ie as tied 
houses and of more importance, the site is a long way outside of the village envelope, being 
very much in open countryside, where development should be resisted.   

If SCDC disagrees, Fowlmere Parish Council requests the application has a site visit and is 
viewed by the SCDC Planning Committee. 

5. Possible additional BT Box in Fowlmere 
Mr and Mrs Roskilly have become aware of plans for an additional BT Box alongside the existing one 
in the footpath by Jacksons Way.   

The Clerk to ask Mrs Roskilly if she has a contact which the PC can ask about their intentions? 
 
6. Parish Councillor Planning Training  
Clerk to circulate and find out suitable dates 

7. S/3161/16/FL & S/3162/FL/LB  - For Information Only – Applications Approved 
Glass Link Extension 
Perks Close, 4 Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7SA 
Maddin 

Fowlmere Parish Council noted the decisions 
 
8. S/3285/16/FL    - For Information Only – Application Withdrawn 
Detached double garage 
Oak Lodge, Long Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
Mr Martin Hardy 

Fowlmere Parish Council noted the withdrawal 
 
9. Other Matters and Updates  
The Clerk reported that work to the War Memorial had been done today and the haulage firm were 
settling the bill directly with the stone mason. 

Bus shelter – The Clerk reported that the bus shelters had been looked at by Dave Salmons and two 
need some maintenance work (Thriplow Road/near Village Hall) which he will quote for.  The third 
will require replacement and the Clerk has been in touch with Martin Sheldrick as it sits on this land.  
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The Clerk to contact SCDC Conservation and seek costs of an ‘in keeping’ replacement.  Cllr 
Roberts said Whaddon has a good new bespoke bus shelter to look at. 

Mr Walston – Clerk to thank Mr Walston and say that FPC will wait until an application, as we will be 
asking to be a consultee, as it could affect Fowlmere. 

The meeting closed at 19:40 
 
The minutes were signed as a true and accurate record.   
 

**************************************** 
B) PLANNING APPLICATIONS: 
Cllr Roberts declared a non-pecuniary interest in the first application (as she lives reasonably close 
and had been ‘carded’ by SCDC about it) and so left the room at 21:07 
 
S/0514/17/FL 
Insertion of 4 no. roof lights into rear (south facing) roof slope 
Lower Thatch Barn, Lower Farm, Long Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
Dr Brian Shine 
 
Fowlmere Parish Council has no objections.  Cllr Roberts returned to the room at 21.10 
 
S/0336/217/DC 
Discharge of conditions 4 (Materials), 5 (Drainage), 6 (Traffic), 8 (Archaeology) and 10 (Remedial) for 
Application S/1506/15/FL 
The site comprises the curtilages of The Willows & Highbank, Long Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
Identified Developments (Fowlmere Ltd) 
 
Fowlmere Parish Council has no comment on this application. 
 
S/0419/17/VC 
Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) to planning permissions S/1506/15/FL 
The Willows, Long Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
Identified Developments (Fowlmere) 
 
Fowlmere Parish Council has no comment on this application. 
 

 S/0530/17/FL 
Front porch and loft conversion including removal of the existing roof, building up the current external 
walls and replacing roof structure 
16 Savile Way, Fowlmere, SG8 7TU 
Mr & Mrs Schonken 
 
Cllr Roberts declared a non-pecuniary interest as Mr Schonken had previously served as a Parish 
Councillor but did not need to withdraw from viewing the application. 
 
Mr Bircham (neighbouring resident) explained some reservations he has, whilst having a good 
relationship with the applicants, including extra ridge height (by 1metre), making it three storey and 
introducing dormer windows.  Mr Schnoken has offered to obscurely glaze the glass.  Cllr Roberts 
cannot see any material reasons for a refusal, given the full garden width between them.  Cllr 
Schnoken wondered if the Dormer would be part of permitted development rights, it seems to be 
within, it’s the height of the ridge which is the planning consideration. 
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Fowlmere Parish Council recommend approval – the plans say that the ridge height should be a 
maximum of 1m in height and we expect this to be strictly adhered to.  Glass in the rear dormer 
windows should be opaque/obscured. 
 

10. ROAD SAFETY 
 A) ANPR CAMERA 
The camera was purchased for £5000, not £8000 in Gloucestershire.  Cllr Wragg has been quoted 
that the camera could be obtained for £5600.00 
 
 B) SPEEDWATCH / CCC BID 
Cllr Howe reported on the training session – 14 people are signed up and 9 sites have been 
identified in the village – these need to be ‘approved’ and we may share equipment with Whittlesford.  
The PC should keep ownership of the scheme.  Cllr Sunderland volunteered as a ‘second’ and the 
PC thanked both Cllr Howe and Sunderland. 
 
The LHI bid has now taken place but the outcome will not be until March. 
 
 C) LETTER FROM CHARLES KITCHIN 
Cllr Wragg has drafted and circulated a reply for comment which he will send off once completed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Wragg 

11. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
A) VILLAGE TREE WORK 
Tree work to commence 15th March in Dovehouse Close and the Round Moat. 
 
B) RYECROFT LANE TREES ON ROAD EDGE OF MOAT 
Left on in error 

Clerk to contact Martin Hardy and for him to give some dates to meet on site at the Cemetery to 
discuss hedge work. 

Savile Way maintenance work has now happened and it looks very good.  The big bush opposite 
Number 1 to be removed, with the aim that 2 hours of work per month takes place in summer 
months.  Clerk to report back 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 

12. FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES: 
A) CHEQUES PAID 
J Wright – telecoms refund: £33.34 
J Wright – Nest Pension Refund: £3.15 
J Wright Jan 17 Salary: 659.56 
CCC Streetlighting 1 Oct 15 – 30 Sept 16: £1757.38 
Fowlmere United Reformed Church Room Hire Jun-Dec 16: £140.00 
Fowlmere Village Hall Room (2 Meetings): £48.00 
Seniorlink Eldercare (Jan 17): £85.64 
J Wright Morrisons Refund (Stamps and Refreshments for Speedwatch): £27.74 
Stationery Cupboard Toner: £79.55 
L Wragg Mileage Expenses (Whittlesford 12 x 45p): £5.40 
Information Commissioners Office Data Protection Registration Annual Fee (Direct Debit): £35.00 
Money in – VAT July-Dec 2016: £1534.56 
Into Cambridge Building Society (Annual Interest): £154.30 
 
B) CONTRIBUTION TO SCHOOL GRASS CUTTING 
As per last year, a 3% raise on the contribution was agreed.  Clerk to let the school know. 
 
C) FIRE ENGINE SHED AND BUS SHELTER REPAIRS 
The Clerk explained that 2 out of the 3 Bus Shelters needed maintenance and a quote was received 
from Dave Salmons for £680 (to clear up and paint inside and out – 2 coats on 2 bus stops and 
providing all paint materials).  This was agreed.  Clerk to commission Dave Salmons 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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The Clerk reported that the third Bus Shelter (by the War Memorial) had completely rotted at the 
back and Dave Salmons advised that maintenance was not worth it.  The Shelter is actually on 
Martin Sheldrick’s land and he is aware of the issue and is supportive of a like-for-like type of 
replacement.  This may be a bit of a process though as it’s situated by a listed building in the 
Conservation Area.  The Clerk has looked into a replacement but it is very expensive.  It was 
suggested that one be built by someone local and Fowlmere Joinery, Mr Jelley and Dave Salmons 
were suggested for the Clerk to approach.  Clerk to also find out if Section 106 money can be used.  
Cllr Roberts to seek a contact in the SCDC Conservation Dept for advice.  The Clerk has made Dave 
Salmons aware that birds may be nesting in the Thriplow Road shelter so to avoid doing work in 
April-August. 
 
D) BUTTS VIEW CONSULTANT FEES 
Nothing to report at this stage, 
 
E) PEDESTRIAN ACCESS TO BUTTS 
This has already been discussed. 
 

********************************************************************************* 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Finance and General Purposes Committee  
held in the Pavilion Room, Fowlmere Village Hall, Fowlmere 

Tuesday 17th January 2017 at 7:00 pm  

Present:  
Cllr M Sunderland (Chairman), Cllr C Howe, Cllr D Roberts and Mrs J Wright (Clerk).  

Also in Attendance:  
Mr Bottrill 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
Cllr 
Roberts 
 
 

F1 Apologies for Absence: Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr S Crowther, Cllr J Houghton, Cllr M Vinton, Cllr L Wragg, 
Cllr S Wells 

 

F2 Minutes of the Previous Meeting/Matters Arising: 
The Minutes were agreed at a previous PC Meeting 

 

F3 Review of Income and Expenditure 
Hardys informed FPC this week that they will increase their charges this year by 3% re village 
Grasscutting – all Cllrs agreed to continue with the contract on that basis and Clerk to pass on that 
they are pleased with the work last year.  The Cllrs have said they do not wish to have the leaves 
removed from the Savile Way green space but will keep an eye on the condition of the grass. 

 

 

Clerk 

F4 Precept 
This has been received at SCDC but not yet agreed.  

 
 

F5 Trees, Grass and Hedges 
a) Tree work 
Clerk passed on the costs from two quotes (a third has declined to quote) – Cllr Sunderland is to be 
able to delegate when further information has been received from one of the quotes to check they 
will be removing the arisings from the work.  The work needs to be underway before the nesting 
season. 

 

Clerk 
(Cllr 
Sunderlan
d) 
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b) Repair work to bus shelters 
Dave Salmons to quote soon for any necessary maintenance. 

F6 Future Projects 
a) Village Hall Play Equipment 
Please can this be carried onto the Feb agenda and Dorothy Woods has had trouble obtaining the 
quote via e-mail in time for this meeting. 

 

(Agenda) 

F7 Other Matters 
The War Memorial work is still outstanding, should be completed by the end of February.   

The Fire Engine shed has been informally assessed by a local engineer and it doesn’t seem to have 
moved since the initial shift but the lintel does need to be replaced (with hard wood).  Clerk to 
approach Meads and Wetzl builders and to ask Dave Salmons for a suggested third builder. 

 

 

Clerk 

F8 Date of Next Meeting 
Tuesday 18th April 2017 (presumably at 7:00pm, prior to the PC Meeting at the School Room, URC, 
Chapel Lane) 

The meeting closed at 7:18pm 

********************************* 

The Finance Minutes were signed as a true and accurate record 

 

13 CORRESPONDENCE: 
Parish elections are set for 2018, and then every 4 years. 
 

 
 
 

14
. 

ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
 
A) IDEAS FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO VILLAGE LIFE 
Nothing to report 
 
B) PARKING SPACE AT THE TRIANGLE 
The Clerk to acknowledge the letter from KSH which says work should still take place. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

15
. 

RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLORS 
We have had two resignations since the last meeting - Cllr Houghton and Cllr Crowther - Clerk to 
send two cards of thanks.  Clerk to advertise the positions.   

 
Clerk 
Clerk 



 

12 

 

16
. 

OTHER MATTERS:  
Cllr Wragg to write back to Whippet re the speeding bus through the village as their response was not 
satisfactory. 
 
Cllr Wragg thanked Cllr Roberts for her Cemetery presentation this evening which was very difficult, 
especially given that there were many strong emotions involved. 
 
Cllr Sunderland – social media can be used more effectively but it needs to be managed.  He also 
suggested that pictures and profiles on the PC web-site needed updating on the web-site and these 
changes can be billed for. 
 
Cllr Howe to prepare an update on Speedwatch as part of the next piece in the FATN (and FB) – 
deadline 14th March.   
 
Cllr Vinton – Angela Melaniphy has asked for the ‘Christmas’ lights in the Church to be left on for 
longer, for added security reasons.  These cost £35 a month to run which can be reduced by using 
LED lights, which are bright white sterile lights but the older yellow sodium lights are thought to be 
more acceptable in colour.  This is important for village safety so the PC offered to pay for 6 months 
at a total of £210.00, proposed by Cllr Roberts, seconded by Cllr Bearpark and all agreed. 
 
The Clerk reported that there had been several deaths of residents in the village recently and some 
funerals were being arranged which would use the new terms and conditions. 
 
The Clerk to circulate dates for a Burial Board meeting in 2/3 weeks’ time.  Newlings to recommend a 
grave digger for test digging. 
 
The date of the next meeting is 7:30pm on Tuesday 21st March 2017 at the Pavilion Room, Village 
Hall. 
 
The meeting closed at 22:20pm  
 

 
Cllr Wragg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Cllr Howe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE PAVILION ROOM, FOWLMERE VILLAGE HALL, FOWLMERE 

TUESDAY 21ST MARCH 2017 AT 7:30 PM  

PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr C Howe, Cllr D Roberts, Cllr M Vinton and 
Mrs J Wright (Clerk).  

IN ATTENDANCE:  Mr Mulholland, Mr Bottrill, Mrs Woods 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr M Sunderland and Cllr S Wells. 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS:  
There were no declarations 

Cllr Roberts declared an interest in item 13. 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 21ST FEBRUARY 2017:  
The minutes were agreed and will be signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING: 
Paul Earnshaw from the Thriplow Daffodil Management Committee has asked for a meeting with 
Fowlmere PC, to discuss any problems arising from the Thriplow Daffodil Weekend.  Paul to be 
invited to an informal meeting with Councillors to preserve good relations. 

 

Clerk 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Topping attended the meeting and verbally gave a report. 
. 
A) CLEARANCE OF CCC LAND NEAR SCHOOL CAR PARK 
Cllr Topping suggested a meeting date which unfortunately the PC couldn’t make, so a new date 
needs suggesting.  Cllr Roberts and Cllr Wragg to provide the Clerk/Peter Topping with some dates.  
SCDC Footpaths Officer to come out to the same meeting. 
 
Cllr Wragg thanked Cllr Topping for his help behind the scenes regarding the successful LHI Funding 
bid, where Fowlmere came out top in the County.  Clerk to respond back to accept the offer, and 
press them for a date. 
 
Clerk to check whether Fowlmere School is affected by the funding issues and needs support with 
this?  Clerk to ask the Head/Chair of Governors. 
 
Re resurfacing of footpaths – CCC Whittlesford can be approached if needed - Clerk to be made 
aware of any sites requiring resurfacing. 
 

 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Roberts / 
Cllr 
Wragg 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 

6. DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE: 
The Planning Dept at SCDC is causing concern.  Manor Farm and Chapel Lane planning 
applications have been approved (the latter on delegated powers) despite material reasons 
advanced by FPC for the Planning Committee to view the sites and take the decision on the 
applications.  The Chapel Lane application is very large and close to the existing properties, SCDC 
have not admitted any inconsistencies (also there was a full month from the decision being taken to 
the paperwork being sent out, with no time for any immediate objections).  The neighbours are to 
meet with Cllr Roberts and Cllr Wragg soon to take this forward.  The applicant appears to be 
breaching conditions by working too close to the fence and undermining it.   
The SCDC Planning Dept is being badly led by the Chairman of the Committee.  The officers who 
were experienced have left and the remaining officers are inexperienced/new or on contracts and 
they seem to be out of their depth.  Julie Baird has also handed her notice in.  The Chairman of the 
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Planning Committee should be invited to Fowlmere to address some of these issues (David Bard).  
Cllr Howe – should Heidi Allen be made aware?  Cllr Wragg and Cllr Roberts to draft a letter. 
 
Cllr Roberts informed Cllr Topping that she has no confidence in the way the Planning Dept at SCDC 
is being led. 
 
Cllr Topping, whilst being Leader of the District Council attends Parish Meetings as the County 
Councillor.  He explained that Stephen Kelly is reorganising the Planning Department at SCDC, 
encouraging officers to work in a better way.  It is a disappointment that Julie Baird is leaving but an 
interim manager has been appointed.  He has been impressed by the ‘younger’ planning officers.  
Large sites will be closely monitored now by SCDC, to take a more proactive role in working with 
them. 
 
Cllr Vinton said that, since becoming a Parish Councillor, he has seen a lot of interest and dedication 
from the Parish Council in the work they do assessing planning applications, with the best interests of 
Fowlmere at heart and yet has seen them over-ruled and ignored time and again by officers or the 
Planning Committee at SCDC. 
 
Mr Mulholland fully explained the situation with the history of the application in Chapel Lane.   
 
Cllr Topping to set up a meeting with Julie Baird and he will contact Charlie Swain from Enforcement 
too.  It was asked if work can be stopped on site if they are in breach? 
 
A question came via correspondence regarding Speedwatch – we are not in need of additional 
volunteers at present. 
 
The meeting was opened for questions from members of the public and press. 

The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press. 
 

Cllr Wragg 
/ Cllr 
Roberts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Topping 

7. BURIAL BOARD 
A) CONSULTATION ON THE CEMETERY T&C’S 
A) and B) – a meeting of the Burial Board has had to be delayed due to ill health but when it happens 
it will tidy up any remaining issues.  Tuesday 4th April at 7:30pm at the Pavilion Room, Village Hall 
was agreed upon. 
 
B) FRIENDS OF FOWLMERE CEMETERY / WORKING PARTY POSSIBILITY 
Discussed above. 
 
C) HEDGE WORK AT THE CEMETERY 
A meeting is to be held on Wednesday 29th at 11am with Martin Hardy. 
 
The Clerk reported that there is to be an interment for Mr Pidduck, Chapel Lane. 
 

 
 
 
All 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Roberts/ 
Cllr 
Bearpark, 
Cllr Wragg 

8. VILLAGE HALL: 
A) CHANGING ROOM REFURBISHMENT 
Mrs Woods reported that the plans are being drawn up and the PC will put this on the next agenda 
and hope that plans have been finalised. 
 

 
 
Agenda 
 

9. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
A) PLANNING MINUTES FROM 21ST FEBRUARY 2017 
These were agreed as part of the earlier PC minutes. 
 
 B) PLANNING CONSULTATIONS: 
S/0872/17/FL 
Single Storey garage/workshop at bottom of rear garden 6.1m in depth x 7.5m wide x 3.73m high 
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21 Pipers Close, Fowlmere, SG8 7RX 
Kevin Marlow 
  
Cllr Bearpark mentioned that he had been approached by someone who has said there were already 
a lot of sheds on that property and has concerned over more noise.   
 
It is adjacent to the green belt and is disproportionate of size.  There are questions over access.  The 
PC does not have enough information to determine whether it is intended for commercial use and 
there must be questions of the access and the amount of usage.  There are issues over noise, 
pollution and the effect on neighbouring property and we are minded to ask for a refusal.  If the view 
of the officers is contrary to that of FPC then we would wish to be informed prior to the decision to 
any decision notice going out. 
 
S/0086/17/PA - For information Only – Prior Approval Refused 
Prior approval for a proposed change of use of an agricultural building to 2 dwellings 
Barns 1-2 Cherry Tree Field, Shepreth Road, Fowlmere, SG8 6QU 
Mr Albert Neal 
. 
Fowlmere Parish Council noted the decision. 

10. ROAD SAFETY 
A) SPEEDWATCH / CCC BID 
Cllr Howe/the Clerk has written something for the FATN.  Training has finished and we are waiting for 
approval on the monitoring sites that were identified when PC Jenkins met Cllrs in the village.  Cllr 
Howe to ask why this is taking so long.  
 
The bid will be followed up (£3825 from CCC plus £675 from FPC), which is £1000 short of the cost 
of the ANPR device.  The question was asked whether FPC wished to explore the possibility of 
seeking consent to use the funds to purchase an ANPR camera, but it was thought better to stick 
with what we had been awarded. 
 
The Cambridgeshire Police and Crime Commissioner will be speaking to Foxton Breakfast Club in 
April, having refused earlier to meet the Parish Council. It is regrettable that he is not giving priority to 
meeting statutory bodies who are responsible for the safety of their residents.  FPC to extend the 
invitation again.  Cllr Wragg to draft a letter. 
 

 
 
Cllr Howe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Wragg 

11. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
A) VILLAGE TREE WORK 
It was agreed that the Grasscutting should begin the week beginning 27th March. 

The Clerk to make sure the tree contractors remove all the remaining tree arisings. 

Sam the Gardener will take down the small tree in Savile Wat after it has blossomed. 

 
 

12. FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES: 
A) CHEQUES PAID 
J Wright – telecoms refund: £25.48 
J Wright – Nest Pension Refund: £3.15 
J Wright Jan 17 Salary: £659.56 
CCC Streetlighting 1 Oct 15 – 30 Sept 16: £1757.38 was originally charged but it should have been £1176.21 and we are 
being refunded the difference £581.17 (their mistake) 
Fowlmere Village Hall Room (21.3.17): £24.00 
Seniorlink Eldercare (Feb 17): £77.40 
Cambridgeshire Acre – 3 months payroll and pension fee - £41.40 
Contribution to the cutting of The Butts (Fowlmere School) - £506.47 
Fowlmere PCC – contribution to Church electricity for lighting/security - £210.00 
J Wright Amazon Refund (Large stamps, envelopes 50% of a new phone. Holepunch, tent pegs) - £40.29 
DD for the cost of the emptying of the cemetery bin to SCDC for 2017-2018 - £90.00 
Money in – £35 Cartwright and £35 Walker Interment fees 
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The Clerk reported that the paperwork for the next audit had arrived, ready to start at the end of 
March. 
 
B) VILLAGE HALL PLAY EQUIPMENT 
Clerk to pass on Dave Salmons’ contact details to Mrs Woods, as she will ask if he would quote to 
take away the old equipment, to save money.  The final decision on costs to be taken at the April 
finance meeting. 
 
C) FIRE ENGINE SHED AND BUS SHELTER REPAIRS 
The quote will be upwards of £1000 to repair the Fire Engine Shed but the shed is part of the village 
history and should be maintained.  Clerk to progress with the other two quotes.  This could be a 
Thriplow Daffodil Weekend funding request in 2018. 
 
D) BUTTS VIEW AND PEDESTRIAN ACCESS TO BUTTS 
A date to be fixed with Cllr Topping – Clerk to send that round to all. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Agenda 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 

13 CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
At 21:21 – Cllr Roberts left the room. 
 
A) COUNCILLOR COMPLAINT 
This will be considered in a separate session. 
Cllr Roberts returned at 21:22.   
 
Re the letter from Melbourn Village College requesting funding for less fortunate families within the 
catchment area.  Clerk to scan and circulate and table it at Finance in April. 
 
It was noted that parking along Thriplow Road was particularly bad. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

14
. 

ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
 
A) IDEAS FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO VILLAGE LIFE 
Nothing reported. 
 
B) UPDATE ON RECRUITMENT OF COUNCILLORS 
An application has been received and the deadline is to be extended until the April meeting. 
 
C) WEBSITE UPDATE 
The Clerk updated the PC on the possibility of changing the web-site over to another format for ease 
of use.  All Cllrs to send in new pieces for the web-site. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Agenda 
 
 
All 

16
. 

OTHER MATTERS:  
The Village sign at the end of Chapel Lane needs repainting – Clerk to ask Shepreth and Melbourn 
and Thriplow Parishes (Clerks) for any recommendations. 
 
Cllr Vinton thanked the PC on behalf of St Mary’s Church for the generous contribution towards 
illuminating the church at night. 
 
The meeting closed at 21:34pm.  
 
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 18th April 2017 at 7:30pm (with the Finance meeting before 
that at 7:15pm and new Cllr sessions at 7:00pm) at the URC, Chapel Lane. 
 

 
Clerk 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE 

TUESDAY 18TH APRIL 2017 AT 7:40 PM  

PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg (Chairman), Cllr D Roberts, Cllr M Vinton and Mrs J Wright (Clerk).  

IN ATTENDANCE:  Mr Steve Mulholland, Mr Peter Burge, Mrs Dorothy Woods, Mrs Pat Willis 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr C Howe, Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr S Wells 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS:  
There were no declarations 

Cllr Roberts declared an interest in item 14 although there was no need for her to leave the meeting 
on this occasion. 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 21ST MARCH 2017:  
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING: 
There were no matters arising not covered in the agenda. 

 

5. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Topping attended the meeting and gave a short report (to follow): 
 
Mr Mulholland - a ‘refuge’ area is what is needed on the A505 at the Flint Cross junction.  Cllr 
Topping - the garage has been asked to remove some of it’s free standing signage too to improve 
visibility. 
 
A) MEETING OF CLEARANCE OF CCC LAND NEAR SCHOOL CAR PARK/BUTTS 
PEDESTRIAN GATE 
Cllr Wragg/Cllr Roberts to discuss dates for Wed 26th (10am), or Fri 28th. 
 

 
 
 

6. AGM AND AUDIT MATTERS: 
A) AGREE RISK ASSESSMENTS, CODE OF CONDUCT, ASSET REGISTER, STANDING 
ORDERS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE AUDIT 
 
Cllr Roberts proposed, Cllr Vinton seconded and all agreed to support the Annual Governance 
Statement 2016/17 and the Annual Financial Statement as set out in the Finance Meeting of 
Fowlmere Parish Council on Tuesday 18th April 2017. 
  
Jan 2018 to review Risk Assessment/Asset Register (Agenda) 
 
July 2017 (Finance) – look at the basis of the evaluation of assets (Agenda) 
 
B) POSTS TO BE FILLED /EXISTING POSTS TO REMAIN AT NEXT MONTH’S AGM 
Nothing to update at this stage. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Agenda) 
 
(Agenda) 

7. DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE: 
The Local Plan is now running slowly – 10am on 13th June is when Fowlmere’s sites will be 
discussed.  Cllr Roberts would suggest Philip Kratz attends on behalf of FPC.  Cllr Wragg to contact 
him.  Several speculative sites are likely to be put forward locally. 
 

 
 
Cllr Wragg 
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The meeting was opened for questions from members of the public and press. 
 
Chris Parson has asked for additional hives to be allowed on the land he leases from the PC – all 
agreed.  Clerk to update the lease.  He mentioned there had been some dumping on the site, Clerk 
to ask him to please pass on any identifying marks that might be found for progressing with the 
Council/Police. 

Mrs Woods – access road at the Village Hall – people are using the road to access their gardens at 
the rear. 

A letter is needed to go to all residents in Pipers Close, to say the PC and Village Hall Committee 
have concerns about access onto Parish Council land/recreational ground – there is no right of 
access.  (In exceptional circumstances an application needs to be made in writing 30 days in 
advance of the request date.  It affects vital services and is a danger to children playing on the field.) 

Mrs Willis – The notice-board needs some repair.  The table-tennis table needs a clean and the PC 
should maintain it. Cllr Roberts to take a look.  The 30mph speed not working in Long Lane – Cllr 
Topping to take a look.  Fencing on the corner of Westfield Road has gone up and reduces visibility.  
Mr Burge to let Cllr Roberts know what the issues are. 

The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press. 
 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Roberts 
Cllr 
Topping 
Mr Burge 

8. BURIAL BOARD 
A) BURIAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES FROM 4TH APRIL 2017 AND UPDATE 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Burial Board held in the Pavilion Room, 
Fowlmere Village Hall, Fowlmere, Tuesday 4th April 2017 at 7:30pm. 

Present:  Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr L Wragg, Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr M Sunderland, 
Cllr Vinton, Cllr S Wells. 

In attendance: 1 resident (Mr S Mulholland) 

1. Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from Cllr C Howe. In the absence of the Clerk, Cllrs Roberts and Wragg 
agreed to take minutes. 

2. Minutes from previous Meeting 
The Minutes of the last meeting had been agreed at a previous Parish Council meeting. 
 

3. Further Discussions Concerning the Revised Terms and Conditions of Fowlmere 
Cemetery 
a. It was agreed that for as long as the Present Cemetery was in operation, purchasers of 

graves for deceased residents would be permitted to express a preference as to 
location.  When the extension to the Cemetery comes into operation, it will not be 
possible to offer any choice of location. 

b. In order to provide the possibility of triple depth graves, core samples would be taken. 
ACTION: Cllr Bearpark to find out whether contractors could do such work. 

c. Plots for ashes: the smaller plots did not need to have the same depth available as full-
sized graves, and so could be located nearer to the trees (where a full-sized grave would 
not be successful). ACTION: Clerk to review schedule of available plots. 

d. An addition to the text of paragraph 84 of the Terms and Conditions approved on 21 
February 2017 to reflect the previous terms and conditions was agreed: “The top shall 
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either be a symmetrical curve or square.” 
 

4. Progress Regarding Infractions of Terms and Conditions 
a. Ornamentation on graves in breach of the rules was discussed.  All new applications will 

be required to adhere to the rules strictly from the moment of purchase. The PC will 
review the position of existing graves in breach of the rules in twelve months time. 
ACTION: Clerk to diarise agenda item for April 2018. 

b. Letter to undertakers: all graves must have the depth of top soil removed placed back on 
the top of the grave.  Clerk to advise undertakers and check for compliance after burials. 
This will facilitate grass growing on the grave.  ACTION: (a) Appropriate wording to be 
inserted on p6 of the Terms and Conditions approved on 21 February 2017; (b) Establish 
which undertakers dug which graves to identify defaulters. 
 

5. Cemetery Working Party / Friends of Fowlmere Cemetery Group 
a. Mr Mulholland was asked for his views. The following were discussed:  organise and 

formalise cemetery tidying up, probably involving two sessions a year, without using a 
contractor.  Leaf fall is the biggest task, probably best tackled in late November, and a 
session to deadhead flowers in the spring.  Mr Mulholland would find out how many 
people would be interested.   Cllr Vinton volunteered to take the Parish Council lead on 
such activities in the cemetery. 

b. It was also suggested that a working party tackle the back three rows of old graves. 
ACTION: Cllr Vinton to include in work plan. 
 

6. Other Cemetery Matters 
a. Cllrs Roberts, Bearpark and Wragg had meeting last week with Martin Hardy to discuss 

the problem of the gaps in the hedges around the Cemetery.  Previous attempts to plant 
new plants to fill out the hedges had failed, mainly because the surrounding trees 
remove all the moisture from the soil. There was also damage caused by muntjac deer. 
A phased approach, first spraying the area to be planted, then installing chestnut paling 
fence immediately, and planting pot-grown plants in the autumn had been proposed, and 
Martin Hardy had provided a quotation for detailed work over 12 months. Cllr Sunderland 
as Chairman of Finance Committee approved the quotation, and it was agreed to go 
ahead. ACTION: Cllr Roberts to contact Martin Hardy. 

b. The paper document maintained by the Clerk to show the location of graves had become 
somewhat tattered.  It was agreed that it should be redrawn. Mr Mulholland volunteered 
redraw it using CAD (computer-aided design software). ACTION: Clerk to liaise with Mr 
Mulholland. 

c. It was agreed to audit the records of pre-sold plots and update contact information, so 
that it could be checked whether the plot will be used. It was thought that some will not 
be used, and could be repurchased by the Parish Council. ACTION: Clerk to 
check/update contact details, and obtain confirmations as appropriate. 

d. It had been previously agreed to install a Notice Board on the shed for administrative 
information. ACTION: Clerk to obtain quotations for A3-sized notice board. 

e. It was resolved to keep the Cemetery shed, which was in reasonable repair.  It was 
suggested that old tools could be collected from the village for use in the Cemetery. The 
door would not be locked, because there would be nothing of value inside the shed. 

f. It was agreed that at the next meeting of the Burial Board, the charges for cemetery 
would be considered, and a decision made as to whether they should be reviewed. 
ACTION: Clerk to diarise agenda item. 
 

7. Date of Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be called as necessary. 
 

8. The meeting closed at 8:58pm. 
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*********************************** 
 
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 
 
 
B) FRIENDS OF FOWLMERE CEMETERY / WORKING PARTY POSSIBILITY 
There are people interested in taking part.  The ‘compost’ bin needs clearing out too/burning.  A 
small incinerator could be purchased.  Cllr Vinton and Mr Mulholland to look further. 
 
C) HEDGE WORK AT THE CEMETERY 
Agreed at the previous Finance Meeting 
 

9. VILLAGE HALL: 
A) CHANGING ROOM REFURBISHMENT 
Mrs Woods presented the final plan (which the PC presumes will be done via permitted development 
rights as opposed to a planning application as the work is internal). 
 

 

10. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
A) UPDATE ON 80-86 CHAPEL LANE PLANNING APPLICATION 
The residents are going into stage 2 of the complaints process at SCDC.  A meeting at 11:15pm on 
25th April is scheduled for Cllr Wragg/Cllr Roberts to meet the SCDC Planners.  Any comments need 
to be raised asap.  (Cllr Roberts/Wragg to meet for a pre-discussion at 10am on Monday 24th April)  
 
B) PLANNING CONSULTATION: 
S/1154/17/FL 
Demolition of existing dwelling and double garage and erection of replacement dwelling 
Frognorton, Moor Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TH 
Mr and Mrs Lovatt 
 
Cllr Roberts declared an interest due to living opposite the site and left the meeting at 21:00 
 
The meeting was no longer quorate but the Clerk to explain this when sending in the decision. 
 
Fowlmere Parish Council has no objections as long as the existing entrance is still to be the new 
entrance and the roof tiles are of a standard/compatible colour. 
 
Cllr Roberts returned at 21:08 
 

 
 

11. ROAD SAFETY 
A) SPEEDWATCH UPDATE 
A reply was received today with the codes for the approved sites for Speedwatch (5).  Cllr Howe to 
advise the Clerk on progression. 
 
Clerk to chase CCC in a week regarding the start of work for the new speeding sign. 
 
Jason Ablewhite has replied and Cllr Wragg to produce a response.  There are opportunities here in 
the run up to the elections.   
 

 
 
Cllr Howe 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Cllr Wragg 

12. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
Nothing further to report 
 

 
 

13. FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES: 
A) CHEQUES PAID 
J Wright – telecoms refund: £31.98 
J Wright – Nest Pension Refund: £3.26 
Seniorlink Eldercare (Mar 17): £80.17 
Dave Salmons Bus Shelter work £680.00 
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Hardys Grass-cutting - £718.54 
Rob Watkins Tree Surgery - £4390.00 
J Wright Salary £667.79, £1.80 to HMRC 
Room Hire of Pav Rm, VH for BB Mtg - £24.00 
Eon Chapel Electricity - £44.07 
J Wright Stationery Refund (Jarrolds) - £21.13 
Cheques in, Refund re Streetlighting - £581.17, Pidduck plot purchase £35.00 
 

14 CORRESPONDENCE: 
The Clerk needs all the contact details of the new Cllrs. 
 
A) COUNCILLOR COMPLAINT 
There was a complaint made against a Councillor.  The Council met to discuss the documents and 
concluded that there was no foundation to any of the allegations raised and all the Cllrs present, had 
been present on all the relevant occasions.  A letter setting out this position and explaining the right to 
take the matter to SCDC has been sent to the complainant.   
 
A reply from Rod Cantrill has been received. 
 
Web – Clerk to seek quotes on setting up a new Wix web-site.  A policy needs to be decided on what 
items of correspondence go on the web-site and how many Cllrs need to read things first – next 
agenda.   

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
Clerk 

15 ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
 
A) IDEAS FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO VILLAGE LIFE 
Nothing has been suggested. 
 
B) UPDATE ON RECRUITMENT OF COUNCILLORS 
Cllr Wragg is pleased to record that two first-rate candidates have been invited to join the Council – 
Mr Steve Mulholland and Mr Peter Burge.  They had been invited to join the meeting on the 
understanding that they couldn’t take part in any decision making until they had completed all the 
necessary documentation at the next formal meeting. 
 
C) WEBSITE UPDATE 
3 quotes to be obtained as mentioned in previous agenda item. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Clerk) 

16 OTHER MATTERS:  
Drilling boreholes in the cemetery – Clerk has given a map to Cllr Wragg. 
 
Mr Mulholland – could the school organise a cleaning session of the play equipment as they use the 
equipment a lot?  Mr Burge has offered but this is a longer term solution. 
 
Wooden train – Mr Mulholland has offered to mend a small part of it.   
 
The Clerk reminded all about the Annual Village Meeting. 
 
The meeting closed at 21:40pm.  
 
The date of the next meeting is the Annual Village Meeting at St Mary’s Church, High Street on 
Tuesday 9th May 2017 at 7:30pm.  The next PC Meeting is on Tuesday 16th May 2017 at 7:30pm at 
the URC, Chapel Lane. 
 

 
 
 
Mr Burge/ 
Clerk 
 
Mr 
Mulholland 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE 

TUESDAY 16TH MAY 2017 AT 7:30 PM  

PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg (Chairman), Cllr C Howe, Cllr D Roberts, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr S Wells, 
Cllr P Burge (part), Cllr S Mulholland (part) and Mrs J Wright (Clerk).  

IN ATTENDANCE:  Mr Steve Mulholland, Mr Peter Burge, Mrs Dorothy Woods, Mrs Pat Flynn, Mr 
Richard Pile 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr M Vinton. 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS:  
There were no declarations 

 

3. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
[Cllr Wragg vacated the chair.] Cllr Roberts proposed Cllr Wragg as Chairman, saying he has been 
an excellent Chairman over the past year.  Cllr Sunderland seconded this motion, there were no 
further nominations and all agreed.  Cllr Wragg accepted the post, and resumed the chair.   

 

4. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN 
Cllr Wragg proposed Cllr Roberts as Vice-Chairman.  Cllr Howe seconded this motion, there were 
no further nominations and all agreed.  Cllr Roberts accepted the post.   
 

 

5. ELECTION OF COMMITTEES / REPRESENTATIVES 
Chairman of Planning - Cllr Roberts was proposed by Cllr Sunderland, seconded by Cllr Howe.  
There were no further nominations and all agreed.  Cllr Roberts accepted. 

Vice-Chairman of Planning - Cllr Bearpark was proposed by Cllr Roberts, seconded by Cllr Wragg.  
There were no further nominations and all agreed.  Cllr Bearpark would be contacted after the 
meeting. 

Chairman of Finance - Cllr Sunderland was proposed by Cllr Roberts, seconded by Cllr Wragg.  
There were no further nominations and all agreed.  Cllr Sunderland accepted. 

Vice-Chairman of Finance - Cllr Wragg was proposed by Cllr Howe, seconded by Cllr Roberts.  
There were no further nominations and all agreed.  Cllr Wragg accepted. 

Chairman of Burial Board - Cllr Roberts was proposed by Cllr Wragg, seconded by Cllr Howe.  
There were no further nominations and all agreed.  Cllr Roberts accepted. 

Deputy Chairman of the Burial Board - Cllr Vinton was proposed by Cllr Wragg, seconded by Cllr 
Sunderland.  There were no further nominations and all agreed.  Cllr Vinton would be contacted 
after the meeting.  

All Cllrs agreed to be on both Planning and Finance Committees and the Burial Board as required. 
 

 

6. ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE SIGNING 
All documentation was signed and witnessed by the Clerk – Cllr Bearpark and Cllr Vinton to sign at 
the next meeting. 
 

 

Clerk 

7. ACCEPTANCE OF NEW COUNCILLORS 
Steve Mulholland and Peter Burge completed all the necessary paperwork to become Parish 
Councillors, with Cllr Mulholland to provide his completed Register of Member’s Interests after the 
meeting. 

 

Cllr 
Mulholland 
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8. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 18TH APRIL 2017:  

The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 
 

9. MATTERS ARISING: 
There were no matters arising not covered in the agenda. 

 

10. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Topping attended the meeting and gave this report: 
 
“County Council elections were held on May 4th. There are now 61 county councillors, down from 
69 before the election, because of boundary changes prescribed by the Electoral Commission in 
London.  

I am grateful to the residents of Fowlmere for voting to re-elect me: turnout in the Duxford division 
was 46%, one of the highest in the county. The division is now a very large rural division of some 
12 villages, ranging from Shepreth in the west to Pampisford in the east, and extending as far south 
as Ickleton and the Chishills.  Fowlmere is roughly in the middle. 

Road and rail 

A505 safety issues. Following a meeting I attended with representatives from parish councils 
along the A505 with county road safety officers and MP Heidi Allen, I suggest that the parish 
council joins me in writing to Graham Hughes, the head of highways and infrastructure at the 
county council seeking next steps action and proposing that a working group of parish councils, 
plus highways officers, is set up so that the ideas put forward at that roadside meeting are taken 
forward. I have asked the other parish councils to do this too. Once I know who is the new chair of 
the highways committee at the county council I will get him or her to endorse this. 

I suggest that the parish council seeks an early meeting with highways to establish when the new 
speed safety measures along Long Lane will be put in place. This follows on from the success of 
the bid by the parish council under the minor highways initiative. It is best to get this programmed 
into the highways work schedule early.  

I attended the Duxford IWM Forum meeting on Weds 10 May. The parish councils and the IWM 
discussed how best to respond to the proposals for a 24/7 motorway service station 
alongside the M11.  

LED lighting Some parish councils have expressed interest in working with SCDC on seeing how 
streetlights might be converted to LEDs – there is an upfront capital cost to the conversion work, 
but the energy savings thereafter are high. The district council is developing a business plan on this 
to see if it can be viable.   
 
I must apologise to the parish council that I have not secured a date for a meeting with the county 
surveyor regarding the land near the school.  I will give this my attention having had a short break 
after the county elections.” 

A) MEETING OF CLEARANCE OF CCC LAND NEAR SCHOOL CAR PARK/BUTTS 
PEDESTRIAN GATE 
The date will be fixed with Cllr Topping, 
 
Cllr Topping arrived at 20:30 and Cllr Wragg welcomed him back in position. 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Topping 
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He suggested FPC writes to Graham Hughes re A505 – about a working group being set up. 
 
Clerk to email again (Evan - Peter Taylor’s boss) re getting the speed indicating flashing sign after 
the successful CCC bid.  Cllr Topping to provide contact. 
 
Re PCC - Cllr Burge said not to make it an operational issue, but to make it a strategic issue.  
There is the Casualty Reduction Support Fund and we could make a business case application.  
Cllr Topping – could it be sold to him as a pilot….  Cllr Topping would support the advantages of 
this. 
 

Cllr Wragg 
 
Cllr 
Topping/ 
Clerk 
 
Agenda 

11. DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE: 
Cllr Roberts is very concerned about the way planning matters in this village are seemingly being 
dealt with at this time and Cllr Wragg and Cllr Roberts have a formal meeting tomorrow (17.5.17) 
with SCDC.  This is the second visit in a month. 
 

 

12. ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING 
 A) REVIEWING POINTS ARISING FROM THE MEETING 
There was very good attendance with a very constructive atmosphere.  There is no further 
information on a shop at the Chequers. 
 
 B) REVIEWING PROCEDURES ASSOCIATED WITH THE MEETING 
No changes required but there could be more advance publicity.  Cllr Burge - More use of 
FaceBook and posters. 
 
The meeting was opened for questions from members of the public and press. 
Dorothy Woods – play equipment at the VH – the suppliers of the surfacing had upped their price 
however the revised price was still under £15,000 at £14,260.05, plus Dave Salmon’s fee of 
£175.00  The order needs to come from FPC. 

Mrs Flynn – what’s happening with the phone box.  Clerk to ask BT to remove it. 

The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 

13. BURIAL BOARD 
A) RESERVED PLOT PURCHASES 
It was agreed that a Burial Board Meeting should be held – 7:00pm on Tuesday 20th June. 
 
Hardys have installed the fencing on the Shepreth Road side. 
 
Cllr Burge – on the extension side, some of the trees have died and perhaps they don’t need 
replacing to avoid future problems of space loss due to tree roots. 
 

 
 
All 

14. VILLAGE HALL: 
A) CHANGING ROOM REFURBISHMENT 
Re Planning Permission – Mrs Woods has spoken to SCDC and then wrote to them on 28th April 
but has not had an acknowledgement or reply yet.  Cllr Roberts to follow this up at their meeting 
 
The architect has been asked to prepare full plans and submit to building control. 
 

 
 
Cllr Roberts 

15. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
A) UPDATE ON MEETING WITH SCDC PLANNING OFFICERS 
This has already been covered previously in the agenda. 
 

 
 

16. ROAD SAFETY 
A) SPEEDWATCH UPDATE 
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Cllr Howe reported we are taking delivery of the speed-watch kit tomorrow (17.5.17), then some 
training sessions need to be held – morning rush-hour. 
 
The issue of excessive HGVs going through Fowlmere came up in the Village Meeting – Cllr Howe 
– we have the criteria for restricting road usage, which we will go through further (taking the tunnel 
in the High Street into consideration too).  Cllr Burge to be included too. 
 
Cllr Wragg to prepare a draft letter to go to Mr Ablewhite, which he will recirculate to all Cllrs via 
email. 
 
Cllr Burge - the Rodborough camera has been replaced by a speed camera, but they could provide 
some interesting data.  Spexhall Council in Suffolk are also trialling the same technology from 
March 2017, which could be interesting. 
 
Cllr Wragg to share the spreadsheet of data to Cllr Mulholland and Cllr Burge.  
 

 
 
 
 
Agenda 
 
 
Cllr Wragg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Wragg 

17. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES: 
Re damaged tree in Dovehouse Close.  Clerk to check if it’s on our side but remove altogether if it 
is, or pass to SCDC if it is not.  Proposed by Cllr Sunderland, seconded by Cllr Roberts, all agreed. 
 
Savile Way – it needs a bit of weeding but is being properly maintained.  A local resident has 
chopped some overhanging branches down which need clearing.  Clerk to look and bring it to the 
attention of the contractors for when they next visit there. 
 
Hardys to be asked to cut back any overhanging trees which re PC owned as they have been 
asked to do in previous years.  The trees opposite the Moat will be done in 2018 – Clerk to reply to 
request. 
 
Protected verges have been cut, there is a lot of rubbish – Cllr Roberts to see about rubbish 
clearance via SCDC. 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
Clerk 
 
 
Cllr Roberts 

18. FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES: 
A) CHEQUES PAID 
J Wright – telecoms refund: £24.55 
J Wright – Nest Pension Refund: £3.26 
Seniorlink Eldercare (April 17): £76.02 
Hardys Grass-cutting - £1437.09 (incl VAT) 
J Wright Salary £667.79, £1.80 to HMRC 
Cambridgeshire Acre Annual Membership - £54.00 
Nick Schonken - Web domain name and hosting - £34.80 
Rospa Inspection Fee - £184.80 
J Wright Toner, hazard tape, laminated pouches, refreshments for Village Meeting - £101.86 
Zurich Annual Insurance - £855.99 
Money in – Precept (1st 6 months) - £18027.50, Clunch pit rent £1 (cash) 
 
B) FINANCE MINUTES FROM 18TH APRIL 2017 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Finance and General Purposes Committee  
held in the School Room, URC, Chapel Lane, Fowlmere 

Tuesday 18th April 2017 at 7:20 pm  

Present: Cllr L Wragg (Deputy Chairman), Cllr D Roberts, Cllr M Vinton and Mrs J Wright (Clerk).  

Also in Attendance:  Mrs Dorothy Woods, Mrs Pat Willis, Mr Steve Mulholland, Mr Peter Burge 
 
1. Apologies for Absence:  
Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr C Howe, Cllr S Wells 
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2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting/Matters Arising: 
The Minutes were agreed at a previous PC Meeting 
 
3. Review of Income and Expenditure 
a) Update on the Audit 
Cllr Wragg proposed, Cllr Vinton seconded and all agreed to support the Annual Financial 
Statement 2016-17 as prepared by J Wright (Parish Clerk/Financial Officer) 

b) Request from Melbourn Village College 
To carry over to the next meeting 

c) Parish Church Lighting 
The PC has donated £210 towards the cost of lighting St Mary’s at night to help with security. 
 
4. Precept 
There is nothing to do at this stage. 
 
5. Trees, Grass and Hedges 
a) Tree work 
Phase 1 of the tree work has now been completed in the village by Rob Watkins and he has 
invoiced £4390.00 (with no VAT). 

There is a tree overhanging the white wall by the Fire Engine Shed – Clerk to report to Martin 
Sheldrick to have it removed. 

b) Repair work to Bus Shelters/Fire Engine Shed 
Maintenance work has now been completed by Dave Salmons and he has invoiced £680.00 
 
A sign should be purchased upon completion. 
 
c) Cemetery Hedge Work. 
Hardys have quoted as follows (and this has the support of Cllr M Sunderland who is not able to 
attend today) 
 
1. All on Long lane 
2. spray gaps off 
3. clear low branches and twigs off hedge row and yew trees 
4. supply and erect 1m ht pailing fencing supported with posts in gaps  
5. prepare and plant in Oct 2017 container grown thorn hedging 
6. mulch with compost to hold moisture in 
 
Price £689.00 plus VAT 
 
Cllr Roberts proposed, Cllr Vinton seconded and all in favour of progressing.  Clerk to contact 
Martin Hardy. 
 
6. Future Projects 
a) Village Hall Play Equipment 
We may be able to obtain a more competitive quote from Wicksteed/Hags who currently have a 
20% discount on their new brochure but Mrs Woods already has negotiated a good discount. 

Dave Salmons has quoted £195 for removing the old equipment. 
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It was agreed that FPC give £15,000.00 but there would be less for the Changing Room build.  Cllr 
Vinton proposed, Cllr Wragg seconded and all agreed. 

b) Donation to Royston Community Transport 
This was £300.00 in 2016/17.  The Clerk had the following information from the charity: 

“I can also confirm that, at the present time, we have four drivers based in Fowlmere (one driver, Barbara Mullock, moved 
away this year) and we are looking to recruit more drivers in the village. 

In the year to March 2017, we transported eleven Fowlmere residents on a total of 107 journeys. Our Fowlmere drivers also 
did some journeys for residents of surrounding villages, such as Melbourn, Gt. Chishill, Heydon, Chrishall and Thriplow, 
when no drivers in those villages were available. Conversely, should there be no drivers available in Fowlmere, we ask 
drivers from other villages to help. 

We are presently reviewing the situation regarding the availability of commercial bus services in this area. It looks as though 
there will be a reduction in commercial routes and we are, therefore, discussing how we can help to ‘plug the gaps’. We will 
be surveying affected villages to assess the actual need for transport; if the Parish Council would be interested in working 
with us on this, I would welcome its input. “ 

Following some previous volunteering work with Royston Community Transport, Cllr Vinton would 
not recommend the charity so this will be carried over to the following meeting for further discussion 
with more Cllrs. 
 
7. Other Matters 
There were no other matters 
 
8. Date of Next Meeting 
Tuesday 18th July 2017 (presumably at 7:00pm, prior to the PC Meeting at the School Room, URC, 
Chapel Lane) 

The meeting closed at 8:00pm 
 

******************************** 
 

The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record. 
 
C) REPLACEMENT SWINGS AT THE BUTTS 
Clerk to seek prices and compare wood and metal costs.  It was asked if it could be extended to 3 
seats, Section 106 could be used and perhaps it could be rotated 90 degrees to face into the play 
area. 
 
Clerk to contact Dave Salmons to do the further ROSPA work and the PC thanked him for 
attending to removing the swings so promptly. 
 
Cllr Roberts – Can we replace bats and balls with the table-tennis table?  Cllr Burge had provided 
some bats but they had very quickly been removed.  Clerk to have a conversation with the school 
about providing a box of bats and balls. Clerk to put something on FaceBook – do they want them 
provided or do they bring their own? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

19
. 

CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
A) COUNCILLOR COMPLAINT 
There was nothing further to add other than the Clerk had been contacted to confirm that the Code 
of Conduct was the SCDC Model one (which it is). 
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20
. 

ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
 
A) IDEAS FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO VILLAGE LIFE 
Cllr Burge – Could we have a Fowlmere Festival, Bar/BarBQ/barrel race.  Cllr Burge to see if he can 
raise some interest? 
 
Cllr Roberts – the idea of a water fountain on the Butts has been raised which she’ll look into 
further. 
 
It was noted the Millennium tree is coming into leaf but an eye should be kept on it.. 
 
B) WEBSITE UPDATE 
3 quotes have been obtained.  Cllr’s to look at the one suggested and if there are no reservations in 
a week, then this can be started (Jo Asquith - £350.00) 
 

 
 
 
 
Agenda / 
Cllr Burge 
 
Cllr Roberts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 

21 OTHER MATTERS:  
Cllr Sunderland had been asked by the church to see if the PC knew who owned the wall at the rear 
of St Marys/Savile Way – not the PC.  The church is also very grateful for the PC’s donation 
towards electricity for keeping the church security lights on longer at night. 
 
The meeting closed at 21:42pm.  
 
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 20th June 2017 at 7:30pm at the URC, Chapel Lane, with 
the Burial Board before that at 7:00pm 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE 

TUESDAY 20TH JUNE 2017 AT 7:30 PM  

PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr P Burge, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr D Roberts,  
  Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr M Vinton, Cllr S Wells (arriving 8:00pm) and Mrs J Wright (Clerk).  

IN ATTENDANCE:   Mrs Dorothy Woods, Mrs Pat Flynn, Mrs Pat Willis, Mr Nico Schonken, Mr  
   Andrew Page 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr C Howe, Cllr S Wells (arriving 8:00pm) 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS:  
Cllr Burge declared an interest in item 8. 

 

3. REMAINING ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE SIGNING 
All documentation was signed and witnessed by the Clerk for Cllr Bearpark and Cllr Vinton. 
 

 

4. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 16TH MAY 2017:  
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

5. MATTERS ARISING: 
There were no matters arising not covered in the agenda. 

 

6. VILLAGE HALL 
 A) ACCESS TO VILLAGE HALL ROAD FROM PIPERS CLOSE HOUSES 
 White STOP lines at the exit would be on PC land but could be a useful deterrent.   
 
Resident in Pipers Close with gate onto the VH access road.  All Cllrs agreed on the following 
approach - Clerk to prepare an email for circulation saying that the gate must be removed and the 
rubbish removed and under no circumstances will a right of way be granted.  Asking for one off 
access with planning is available by application.   
 
 B) CHANGING ROOM REFURBISHMENT 
 Cllr Roberts chased at SCDC and the kiosk needs planning permission (it could be argued it was a 
relocation) but it is progressing.  Next VH meeting on 5th July 2017. 
 
 C) PLAY EQUIPMENT UPDATE 
Play equipment ordered and 22nd August for delivery – Clerk to organise Dave Salmons for the 
removal of the old equipment. 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

7. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Topping attended the meeting but unfortunately arrived after it had finished. 
 
A) CLEARANCE OF CCC LAND NEAR SCHOOL CAR PARK/BUTTS PEDESTRIAN GATE 
A meeting is planned for 23rd June. 
 
B) A505 WORKING PARTY 
To carry over onto the next agenda 
 

 

 

Agenda 

 
Agenda 

8. FOWLMERE SCHOOL AFTER-SCHOOL PROVISION (ANDREW PAGE, FOWLMERE SCHOOL 
GOVERNOR) 
Cllr Burge left the room.  Cllr Wragg introduced Andrew Page who explained how Fowlmere 
Primary School needs to set up an afterschool provision from September 2017.  The County 
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Council has not provided any funding for this.  The plan is to put a portacabin in the back 
playground (where there is precedent).  Cllr Roberts asked what the costings are – from £40,000 to 
£100,000 depending on size.  SCDC has unfortunately advised that Section 106 money cannot be 
used as it is not for ‘community’ use.  The timescale is not set in stone as a temporary provision is 
to run the club from the school hall.  Cllr Roberts suggested approaching local businesses, and also 
Foxton School to see how they financed their portacabin. 
 
Mr Schonken explained that the playgroup could also be part of this arrangement as could other 
schools using breakfast/after school/holiday club and could be run as a going concern.  Dorothy 
Woods suggested approaching KWS for funding 
 
Cllr Roberts doubts this will still not qualify for S106 money unfortunately.  There is time for the 
school governors to seek support and FPC look to cover a short-fall within the precept process, 
which could also be used as leverage for other sources of funding.  Cllr Mulholland also suggested 
daffodil funding.  The playgroup would be able to fund part of it too.   
 
To be revisited in the November agenda 
 
Cllr Burge returned at 19:59 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 
(Agenda) 

9. DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE: 
SCDC advised that the Local Plan examinations would only include written representation 
regarding the Sheldrick application.  FPC could not even put in written representation – ‘SCDC will 
defend its own plan’.  Philip Kratz advised this is not worth challenging  
 
The meeting was opened to members of the public and press. 
 
Dorothy Woods – Fowlmere Festival – please include the Village Hall in the planning. 
 
Pat Willis suggested a water fountain on the Butts.  Cllr Roberts – the water connection wouldn’t be 
a problem but we do have an issue with people stealing water from the cemetery but this shouldn’t 
be an issue with the supply suggested.  It’s a benefit to the whole village as drinks cannot be 
purchased in the village.  The school may wish to take on basic rudimentary maintenance.  In 
principle it’s a positive idea but requires further thought – Cllr Mulholland and Cllr Burge to take this 
forward. 
 
The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Burge / 
Cllr 
Mulholland 

10. BURIAL BOARD 
 
 A) BURIAL BOARD MEETING 
The meeting was agreed for 13th July at 7:30 at St Mary’s Church, High Street. 
 
B) MEMORIAL STONE APPLICATION  
Clerk to check colour of gilding and only on one side – documentation to be signed. 
 
C) MISUSE OF WATER AT THE CEMETERY 
This was discussed and a notice has been put up and the local police informed.  Could a hydraulic 
valve be introduced – Cllr Vinton to look into this but Cllr Bearpark advised against a ‘hold-down’ 
presser. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Cllr Vinton 

11. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
A) PLANNING MINUTES FROM 16TH MAY AND 6TH JUNE 2017 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE ON TUESDAY 16TH MAY 2017 AT 

7:00PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr C Howe, Cllr M 
Sunderland, Cllr S Wells, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk).   

APOLOGIES: Cllr M Vinton 

IN ATTENDANCE Mr Steve Mulholland, Mr Peter Burge, several other members of the public. 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District 
Council she will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District Cllr 
at SCDC, the same applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, afresh. 
 
Declared interest in item 2.  Cllr Bearpark lives and works on Appleacre Park and Cllr S Wells lives 
on Appleacre Park.  They both left the room at 7:01pm. 
 
2. S/1385/17/VC 
(Variation of Condition 2 of S/1155/92 & 1156/92/F) 15 touring caravans and t touring 
caravans and tents 
1 Appleacre Park, London Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7RU 
Co (sic) 

Cllr Roberts explained the history of the site - approval for 13 static caravans on site (where 
residents live permanently, on two different sites within Appleacre).  The new owners applied for a 
Certificate of Lawfulness to change the line at the back of the park, to be replaced with a further 6 
static caravans (this did not require Planning Permission, so the PC received it for ‘Information 
Only’) = a total of 19.  Residents have noticed a lot of activity of late on the site which is now gated.  
Area for concern and SCDC Planning Officers have been to site and it would appear that there are 
3 extra ones which are not compliant. 

1992 - 2 applications for touring caravans on the site – agreed with strong conditions (touring or 
tents, not static). 

2007 – Previous owners asked for permission for a further 12 static caravans on site (2 x 6) which 
was refused by SCDC, who didn’t wish to see any further static homes on the site, as it is out in the 
Open Countryside, outside the Village Envelope.  It went to Appeal and the Appeal was 
unsuccessful. 

This new application is asking for conditions to be lifted – Cllr Roberts read out the Planning 
Supporting Statement the applicants have written. 

The advert on the web suggests they wish for 42 static caravans on site.  It’s a Group Village 
(which only allows for applications of up to 8, and in special circumstances 15 dwellings).   

There have been queries about the field behind Appleacre but Cllr Roberts believes a survey has 
been undertaken but doesn’t know any further details, which she believes is still owned by the 
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Jackson family.  She also believes Appleacre has an interest in wanting the back field but again, 
this is not a known fact. 

The applicants don’t seem to have had pre-applications discussions with SCDC, which would be 
advised and it can be seen from the main road. 

Cllr Roberts is concerned about this and sought the views of the other Cllrs.  That area of the 
village is linear in nature.  This is a very different proposal and has already changed, especially in 
the front area and Cllr Roberts believes it is full to capacity. 

Cllr Wragg – applications outside the Village Envelope are serious.  If there are already a number 
of static caravans in excess of what is allowed it needs to be put right.  The risk of precedent and 
inappropriate development needs to be of great importance, as does weight coming from the 
Planning Appeal not being successful. 

Cllr Roberts - Welding Alloys is another site which the PC have had serious reservations over, so 
are consistent in their approach. 

Cllr Roberts asked if any members of the public wished to say anything. 

Nico Schonken – asked are the PC looking at 2 items, can the PC consider the impact of 15 extra 
families etc.  Cllr Roberts didn’t know the criteria for potential residents, ie retired etc.  SCDC 
cannot make it a condition.  At the Annual Parish Meeting, one of the new residents did not seem of 
retirement age.  It seems very unclear who the site is being aimed at. 

Resident from Pipers Close – the site would be available by Christmas (all 42…) 

Normally planning approval would have to give Section 106 obligations – towards school provision 
etc. 

Mr Deacon – he has been informed that the land at the rear – intention that Appleacre would like to 
buy it.  They have had a direct approach in selling their land – there is no access unless the land at 
the rear of the park was included.  A few extra caravans wouldn’t cause concern but this is way in 
excess of a few.  A mechanism like this could simply chip away and it could become a significantly 
sized site.  What is the definition of a ‘caravan’, how large can it be?   

Cllr Roberts – a gated community gives the wrong message and seems a very alien development 
to the rest of the village, not good for community cohesion.  It’s not a sustainable development – 
there are very few village amenities. 

Cllr Roberts would move to resist and enforcement action should be taken on any above the 19 
allowed sites (the SCDC drone could be used) and would strongly recommend refusal.  

The Clerk explained about the email sent to SCDC about the required correction needed on the 
SCDC paperwork. 

Is there planning permission for the gates which are in situ? 

Mrs Deacon – plants between gates and road give no access for pedestrians – Mrs Keppey, they 
need a Section 142 licence (Highways).  Highways have attended.  The applicant has only put a 
proportion of information in but haven’t stated anything concrete so it can only be taken 
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(mistakenly) at face value and the application should be withdrawn and resubmitted (personal 
opinion).  

10 people in Pipers Close have written a joint letter to say they do not support this application. 

Cllr Roberts - Rules apply to everybody and everyone needs to adhere to them and she will not put 
up with that for the village and will speak very strongly at SCDC on 17th May. 

Areas of trees/hedges have already been cleared. 

The Chairman and Cllr Roberts will prepare a response and circulate a draft and will also be visiting 
SCDC Planning  

It will need to go to the planning committee if SCDC are of a differing opinion, plus a site visit. 

Cllr Bearpark and Cllr Wells returned to the room at 19:48 

3. S/1323/17/FL 
Erection of a new cartlodge with store & new replacement sun room following demolltion of 
existing detached double garage & conservatory. 
68, Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7SD 
Mr & Mrs S Stevens 
 
Fowlmere Parish Council has no objections as it is a single storey building which will not be a 
problem for neighbouring properties. 

4. S/1453/17/DC   - For Information Only 
Discharge of Conditions 3(materials), 4(Boundary treatment), 5(Landscaping), 8(TMP), 
11(Contamination) 13 Ecological enhancement & 14(Lighting) for planning permission 
S3249/16/FL 
Land to Rear of 80-86 Chapel Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7SD 
Mr & Mrs R Mill 

Fowlmere Parish Council noted the information however this is an ongoing situation and has not yet 
been finally and satisfactorily resolved. 

There are no comments from neighbours as such but a meeting will be held with residents and 
Sarah Stevens (SCDC 
 
5. S/0514/17/FL   - For Information Only – Permission Granted 
Insertion of 4 no. roof lights into rear (south facing) roof slope 
Lower Thatch Barn, Lower Farm, Long Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, SG8 7TG 
Dr Brian Shine 

Fowlmere Parish Council noted the decision 
 
6. Other Matters and Updates  
Cllr Roberts - there has been an interesting result in the supreme court regarding the 5-year land 
supply.  SCDC are awaiting a clear briefing for what this means for them. 
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The meeting closed at 19:58 

****************************** 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD 
IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY’S CHURCH, HIGH STREET, FOWLMERE ON 

TUESDAY 6TH JUNE 2017 AT 7:00PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr P Burge, Cllr C Howe, Cllr 
M Vinton, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk).   

APOLOGIES: Cllr S Wells, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr M Sunderland 

IN ATTENDANCE .Mr M Joubert, Mr J Bottrill, Mr P Jones, C Westwood, M Swain, J Betts, P 
   Payne, J Haty  (non-resident), A Glassett, S Deacon, G Moss (non- 
   resident), L Starling, R Starling, J Cooley (non-resident) 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District 
Council she will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District Cllr 
at SCDC, the same applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, afresh. 

Declared interest in item 2.  Cllr Bearpark lives and works on Appleacre Park and left the room at 
19:02 

Cllr Howe lives close to the residence in item 3 but there shouldn’t be any reason to declare an 
interest. 

2. S/1385/17/VC 
(Variation of Condition 2 of S/1155/92 & Condition 2 of 1156/92/F) to allow the siting of 15 
and 5 static caravans for permanent residential occupation on areas of the caravan park 
restricted to touring caravans only 
1 Appleacre Park, London Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7RU 
Co (sic) 

Cllr Roberts explained the background about how the paperwork had been corrected and re-issued 
and also the history of previous applications.  All trees and hedges seem to have been removed 
from the site which has altered the site a lot, including the vista across the whole site to Newlands.  
Cllr Roberts would not recommend approval and sought comments from Cllrs. 

Cllr Wragg – there is the issue of creating precedent outside of the Village Envelope.  And only in 
exceptional circumstances should this be considered (ie an ‘exception site for affordable housing’).  
This ‘application’ should therefore not be looked it.  This is the approach taken with all similar 
applications in the village, basing decision making on policy terms and there should be consistency 
which is fairer on the residents. 

The gates and the walls make the site look very different to the rest of the village.  A gated 
community gives a bad image and is bad for community cohesion. 

Cllr Howe – the key point is creating precedent and this needs to be avoided. 
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Cllr Burge – has concerns over the mechanism used (Certificate of Lawfulness), and the breach of 
planning conditions which already exists.  It is approval via the back door. 

Cllr Roberts – we have been dissatisfied with the SCDC Planning Dept and the checks on this that 
have not been done properly and they need to rectify this.     

Cllr Wragg – the scale is hugely in excess and would even be so if it were inside the village 
envelope… 

The recommendation for refusal (all 5 Cllrs present) and it should be reinstated ‘as it was’ with no 
further activity on site and SCDC enforcement need to get involved.  Cllr Roberts and Cllr Wragg 
will prepare the paperwork and will circulate it to colleagues for comment 

Mrs Glassett – there is a pedestrian gate onto Pipers Close which causes concern (which is in the 
garden of a static caravan).  FPC will speak to Highways about this. 

Cllr Roberts – the owners wanted to put in trees on the Pipers Close side and Cllr Roberts advised 
speaking to SCDC as it’s the wrong time to plant trees and who will maintain them in the future?  
FPC have more than enough trees to maintain but this is County Council land and they won’t take 
responsibility for any trees….  They haven’t been planted yet. 

Residents have been approached to see if they want a ‘free drive’ in return for access to connect to 
the sewerage system.  Cambridge Water will be blocking off the road but unsure if there’s a 
connection (installing a pump for waste)? 

How will they connect up for sewerage and water?  It was thought that a large tank has been 
installed – there’s no mains sewerage.  And this will be mentioned in the recommendation to 
SCDC. 

Cllr Bearpark returned to the room at 19:30 

3. S/1733/17/TC 
Notification of applications to carry out tree works subject to a tree preservation order or 
situated within a conservation area 
6, Yorke Cottages, Long Lane, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7TB 
Mrs Vicky Royapen, 6 Yorke Cottages, Long Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TB 
 
Fowlmere Parish Council has no objections as long as this is in agreement with the SCDC Tree 
Officer. 

4. Other Matters and Updates  
Philp Kratz is available on 13th June and will come to SCDC and represent FPC, capping his work 
at 2 hours (£650.00).  Cllr Roberts – Please could Cllr Wragg e-mail SCDC (Sarah Stevens / John 
Koch) and ask them to identify to us which applications/applicants are we going to be facing on the 
day and are they envisaging morning or afternoon.  Cllr Wragg thinks morning.  He should have all 
relevant papers / information and Cllr Wragg will send the 2007 appeal letter re Appleacre.   

The meeting closed at 19:45 

****************************** 
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B) LOCAL PLAN HEARINGS 
These had been already discussed. 

12. ROAD SAFETY 
A) SPEEDWATCH UPDATE 
The Clerk has the equipment and is trying to get it to work 
 
B) CASUALTY REDUCTION SUPPORT FUND 
The strategy for achieving some funding is to be discussed in a meeting planned for 4th July 
between Cllr Howe, Wragg and Burge. 
 
C) HGVS IN VILLAGE 
For discussion at the meeting on 4th July and fed back into the PC 
 

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Cllrs Wragg, 
Howe & 
Burge 
Cllrs Wragg, 
Howe & 
Burge 

13. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES 
A) DOVEHOUSE CLOSE TREE REMOVAL  
Permissions are being sought and the tree will be removed 
 

 
 

14. FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES 
A) CHEQUES PAID 
J Wright – telecoms refund: £29.99 
J Wright – Nest Pension Refund: £3.26 
Seniorlink Eldercare (May 17): £78.57 
Hardys Grass-cutting - £ (incl VAT) - £1437.09 
Hardys trim lower branches in village - £222.00 
Hardys work at cemetery - £360.00 
SW Landscapes (Savile Way) - £60.00 
J Wright Salary £667.59, £2.00 to HMRC 
CambsAcre quarterly fee - £41.40 
Scribbler (refund to J Wright) 24 stamps - £13.44 
Cheques in - Refund from CCC re Grasscutting £927.74 
 
B) REPLACEMENT SWINGS AT THE BUTTS 
Cllr Roberts proposed, Cllr Sunderland seconded and all agreed.  Section 106 money to be used.  
Clerk to order the bottom 3 x swing (hardwood) from Kompan, turning it 90 degrees.   

C) SAVILE WAY PLANTING 
Much better, poppies to be removed next time.  Some thought and planning to future planting is 
required.  It was suggested all Cllrs look at the site discussed in Melbourn. 
 
D) FIRE ENGINE SHED WORK 
The Clerk reported that Wetzls and Meads had visited the site and were providing quotes and 
Coulsons were meeting the Clerk on site the following day. 
 
E) BUS SHELTER REPLACEMENT 
To be included in the precept for 2017-2018.  Could Cambs Acre point us in the direction of a good 
supplier?  This project is ongoing 
 
F) VILLAGE SIGN RE-PAINTING 
Fowlmere joinery to quote for repairing the structure 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
All 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 

15 CORRESPONDENCE:  
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A) COUNCILLOR COMPLAINT 
The Clerk reported the outcome of the Councillor complaint.  SCDC 3C Shared Services Legal 
Practice said “Please find attached a copy of my determination which finds that the complaint does 
not merit formal investigation.  The Parish Clerk has been provided with a copy of this 
correspondence so that she is aware of the outcome and can report the matter to the Parish Council 
is appropriate.” 
 
Cllr Wragg and Cllr Bearpark expressed their support and felt regret for the distress caused by the 
complaint. 
 

 
 

16
. 

ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
 
A) IDEAS FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO VILLAGE LIFE 
The water fountain has been suggested and will be investigated further. 
 
B) WEBSITE UPDATE 
The Clerk updated that Joanne Asquith had been commissioned to redesign the web-site and work 
would commence at the beginning of July. 
 
C) MEETING RE THRIPLOW DAFFODILS 
It was agreed to meet separately outside of a Parish Meeting – LW and DR to send dates to the 
Clerk. 
 
D) FOWLMERE FESTIVAL 2018 IDEAS 
Support was offered from the VH.  To be kept on the agenda 

 
 
 
 
Cllr Burge 
and Cllr 
Mulholland 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Wragg & 
Cllr Roberts 
(Clerk) 
 
Agenda 

17 OTHER MATTERS:  
The school notice-board – it gets very wet inside and isn’t drying off.  The back needs replacing and 
insulation.  Clerk to ask Fowlmere Joinery to repair and make some ventilation top and bottom. 
 
Cllr Roberts – the Ion Science is quite dominant, could some evergreen trees be added?  Is there a 
landscaping plan?  Cllr Wragg says to wait for the gap in Winter to take further.  Cllr Burge says it’s 
not personally been an issue.  (Agenda for Nov 17) 
 
Cllr Vinton asked if there was any progress over the re-opening of the pedestrian gate to The Butts 
– Cllr Wragg will speak to Peter Topping on Friday (2pm 23rd July). 
 
Cllr Vinton - Overgrown trees in the village – what’s the process for villagers to ‘complain’?  They 
should come to the PC with a plan of the work they wish to do to seek permission from the PC if 
they are council owned trees.  All work would be at their expense if it is not deemed necessary H&S 
work. 
 
The meeting closed at 21:17pm.  
 
The date of the next meeting is the Burial Board Meeting on 13th July 2017 at 7:30pm and then 
Finance at 7:00pm on Tuesday 18th July, followed by PC at 7:30pm at the URC, Chapel Lane. 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 Agenda 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE 

TUESDAY 18TH JULY 2017 AT 7:30 PM  

PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr P Burge, Cllr D Roberts, Cllr M   
  Sunderland, Cllr M Vinton and Mrs J Wright (Clerk).  

IN ATTENDANCE:   Mrs Dorothy Woods, Mrs Clark, residents from Pipers Close. 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr C Howe, Cllr Mulholland and Cllr S Wells. 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS:   

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 20TH JUNE 2017:  
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING: 
Re after-school provision at Fowlmere School - this is progressing and the possibilities of obtaining 
a port-a-cabin are being investigated. 

 

5. VILLAGE HALL 
A) ACCESS TO VILLAGE HALL ROAD FROM PIPERS CLOSE HOUSES - LETTER 
A further letter to be sent out and should it continue, the PC will consider putting a permanent 
barrier in place.  There is no right of access onto the road. 

White ‘stop’ lines on exit are progressing. 

Trees at number 22 are a problem and need taking back from the pavement – to pass onto Peter 
Topping. 

B) CHANGING ROOM REFURBISHMENT 
The architect has been authorised to go ahead. 

C) PLAY EQUIPMENT UPDATE 
Dorothy has organised the removal of the old equipment with Dave Salmons and the new will be 
fitted on 22nd August. 

 

Clerk 

 

 
(Clerk) 
Cllr Topping 
 
 

6. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Topping was unable to attend the meeting and these items will be carried over to the next 
meeting. 
 
A) CLEARANCE OF CCC LAND NEAR SCHOOL CAR PARK/BUTTS PEDESTRIAN GATE 
 
B) A505 WORKING PARTY 
 

 

 

7. DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE: 
Local Plan enquiry finishes this month.  Concerned that in the village that there are other pieces of 
land for consideration.  Welding Alloys – have written again to SCDC about the handling of the 
application and the time taken.  Land behind Appleacre is also on the radar.  All are outside the 
village envelope.  There is a cumulative effect.  Clerk approached by an agent re the remainder of 
the land at The Triangle.  There is a concern over school places.  School Governors – it would be 
useful to have their involvement.  Cllr Burge to pass this on.  Cllr Vinton still has concerns over 
flooding with the WA application.  The Sheldrick’s land has also been up for consideration.  Cllr 
Roberts to email Philip Kratz to keep him informed 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Burge 
 
Cllr Roberts 
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The meeting was opened for urgent questions from members of the public and press. 
 
Mrs Woods has been looking at the VH lease document and they can’t see that the land has ever 
been registered to the PC which will be looked at in the September meeting. 
 
Foxton Dynamos are looking to play at Fowlmere for the next couple of years and this will help with 
funding. 
 
The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press. 

 
 
(Agenda) 

8. BURIAL BOARD 
 
 A) BURIAL BOARD MEETING UPDATE AND NOTES FROM MEETING 
Agreed but no need to sign as they were informal minutes.  Cemetery depth options in the 
cemetery extension – the investigative work is quoted as £250 for the three bore holes.  Cllr 
Roberts proposed, Cllr Bearpark seconded and 4 in favour to progress, (this is to check the depth 
of the water table in the cemetery extension to determine maximum burial levels.) 
 
B) MEMORIAL STONE APPLICATIONS 
The Council agreed the following stones: 
Clark (Fit) 
Shaw x 2 
Walker 
Brewer 
 

 
 
 

9. A) PLANNING MINUTES FROM 20TH JUNE AND 13TH JULY 2017 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE ON 

TUESDAY 20TH JUNE 2017 AT 7:00PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr P Burge, Cllr S Mulholland, 
Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr M Vinton, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk).   

APOLOGIES: Cllr C Howe, Cllr S Wells 

IN ATTENDANCE Mrs Pat Flynn, Mrs Dorothy Woods, Mrs Pat Willis 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District 
Council she will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District Cllr 
at SCDC, the same applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, afresh. 

 
2. S/1800/17/FL 
New offices, research & production facilities with associated parking and landscaping at 
Land Adjacent to the Butts Business Centre, Cambridge, SG8 7SL 
Ion Science, The Hive, Butts Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7SL 
Duncan Johns, Ion Science 
 
Fowlmere Parish Council made no comment. 

3. S/1213/16/OL  - AMENDED PLANS 
Outline application for residential development of up to 45 dwellings and office building 
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Welding Alloys Ltd, The Way, Fowlmere, SG8 7QS 
Mr Simon Dazeley, Hawkstar Developments Ltd 
 
Cllr Roberts gave a summary of the history of this application and communication with SCDC who 
have not properly responded back to Fowlmere PC. 

Fowlmere Parish Council are not prepared to consider this application or make any comment on 
this unless they receive some answers following the meeting between FPC and SCDC, and 
subsequent correspondence, within a given timescale.  Cllr Roberts and Cllr Wragg to put together 
a letter for circulation to all for approval. 
 
4. S/2051/17/TC 
Notification of applications to carry out tree works subject to a tree preservation order or 
situated within a conservation area 
Formerly Laurels, Rectory Lane, Fowlmere, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7TL 
Dave Besley 

Fowlmere Parish Council has no objections as long as this is in agreement with the SCDC Tree 
Officer. 
 
5. Other Matters and Updates  

Cllr Bearpark reported on some rumours concerning a planning application of which we have not 
yet been formally notified.  Enquiries will be made 

The meeting closed at 19:35 
 

***************************** 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE DOROTHY PLUCK ROOM, ST MARY’S CHURCH, HIGH 

STREET, FOWLMERE ON THURSDAY 13TH JULY 2017 AT 7:15PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr P Burge, Cllr C Howe, Cllr 
S Mulholland, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr M Vinton, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J 
Wright (Clerk).   

APOLOGIES: Cllr S Wells 

IN ATTENDANCE There was no one in attendance 

 
1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District 
Council she will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District Cllr 
at SCDC, the same applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, afresh. 

Cllr Roberts said Mr Schonken used to be on the Parish Council but this does not require any 
declarations of interest. 
 
2. S/0530/17/FL  - AMENDED PLANS 
Front porch and loft conversion including removal of the existing roof, building up the current 
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external walls and replacing roof structure. 
16 Savile Way, Fowlmere, Royston, SG8 7TU 
Mr and Mrs Schonken 

Fowlmere Parish Council would like to reiterate their previous comments and would wish to see 
obscured glass in the dormer windows. 
 
3. S/2255/17/FL 
Proposed extension over existing double garage and refurbishment of existing property to include 
internal alterations and installation of new windows and weatherboarding cladding 
Nettlefold, Rectory Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TL 
David Besley 

Fowlmere Parish Council has no objections 
 
4. PP-06210193 
Crown reduction by approximately 30% of sycamore tree to the rear (south) of Hope Cottage, and 
immediately adjacent to Holly Cottage.  Crown reduction required because of excessive shading to 
garden of Hope Cottage, branches affecting public footpath and damage caused to parked cars.  
Crown reduction required to western- and southern-facing sections of the tree only. 
Hope Cottage, Long Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TA 
David Myers 
 
Fowlmere Parish Council are in agreement of the SCDC Tree Officer 
 
S/0872/17/FL   - For Information Only, to be considered under delegated powers 
21 Pipers Close, Fowlmere, SG8 7RX  

5. Fowlmere Parish Council objects strongly and is very concerned.  Our understanding is that the 
address is already being used for commercial vehicle use and we also have been made aware that 
his services in this regard are being advertised on the internet and this demonstrates that the 
evidence given by the applicant is of a dubious nature.  The concerns raised by the decision 
makers are impossible to police.    We cannot understand what access he is going to be using for 
the building as the road at the back is under the ownership of the PC and there is no right of access 
at all at the rear of the property.   We consider that spray painting and panel beating in what is 
clearly a residential area is wrong and SCDC are failing to understand the amount of noise this will 
cause, in close proximity and with great noise pollution to the neighbours 

6. Other Matters and Updates  
The Clerk reported on an approach made by an agent concerning the development of the 
remainder of The Triangle.  No formal application has been made, so no comment to be made.  Not 
appropriate at this moment in time but the way forward would be for them to have something to 
show the PC in the autumn. 

Re the letter to Welding Alloy – Clerk to circulate the resulting email from David Thompson (SCDC 
Planning) and the corresponding reply from LW/DR. 

The meeting closed at 20.00 
 

********************************* 
Both sets of minutes were agreed and signed. 
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B) RESPONSE FROM SCDC RE WELDING ALLOYS SITE 
Nothing further has been received following the reply from FPC.  Sarah Stevens is currently away. 

10. ROAD SAFETY 
A) SPEEDWATCH UPDATE 
Clerk to meet with Martin from Chishill who we are to be sharing a unit with.  The CCC SID needs 
additional brackets (4 bracket sets and 1 set of extenders).  Clerk to place the order.   
 
 
B) CASUALTY REDUCTION SUPPORT FUND 
Police Commissioners fund, to include ‘speed’.  Another village is running a pilot and they will share 
their data (Spexhall, Suffolk).  Data suggests that the issue in Fowlmere is worse than the 
‘average’.  We will need 6 months data and will need to see to have speedwatch in place. 
 
Add SID as a separate agenda item. 
 
C) HGVS IN VILLAGE 
Joshua Rutherford (CCC) was shown the tunnel – Andi Caddy at CCC to provide further 
information. 
 

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Agenda) 

11. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES 
A) DOVEHOUSE CLOSE TREE REMOVAL  
His has not yet happened, Clerk to enquire on timescale 
 

 
 
Clerk 
 

12. FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES 
A) CHEQUES PAID 
J Wright – telecoms refund: £37.54 
J Wright – Nest Pension Refund: £3.26 
Seniorlink Eldercare (June 17): £72.08 
Hardys Grass-cutting - £ (incl VAT) - £1437.09 
J Wright Salary £667.59, £2.00 to HMRC 
Eon Electricity – Chapel - £52.44 
Stationery Cupboard – Copier Paper - £23.99 
£100 for 4 x stone inscriptions 

Tony May has asked for a Seniorlink unit – Cllr Roberts approved, Cllr Vinton seconded, all agreed. 

B) FIRE ENGINE SHED WORK UPDATE 
Drawings need to show the party wall.  Since the start of the project there’s been a huge amount of 
deterioration which needs repairing.  A qualified surveyor needs to write an independent report – for 
further discussion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 CORRESPONDENCE: 
Are there any other areas in Fowlmere which could be designated as ‘countryside frontage’? 
 
Cllr Burge to attend 2nd Nov 2017 – Clerk to book. 
 
Clerk to buy Pat Rowley a leaving gift after 17 years of looking after the village by removing litter – 
his help in this really has been appreciated. 
 

 
 
Clerk (Cllr 
Burge) 
 
Clerk 
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14 ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
 
A) IDEAS FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO VILLAGE LIFE 
To carry over. 
 
B) WEBSITE UPDATE 
Thanks too to Carl for all his help over the last 2 years.  
 
C) MEETING RE THRIPLOW DAFFODILS 
Dates have been circulated 
 
D) FOWLMERE FESTIVAL 2018 IDEAS 
Clerk to speak to Rachel Collins about ideas 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

15 OTHER MATTERS:  
 
The meeting closed at 9:10 pm.  
 
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 12th September 7:30pm at the URC, Chapel Lane. 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE SCHOOL ROOM, URC, CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE 

TUESDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER 2017 AT 7:30 PM  

PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr P Burge, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr M   
  Sunderland and Mrs J Wright (Clerk).  

IN ATTENDANCE:   Mrs Dorothy Woods, Mrs Pat Willis, Mrs Chapman-Jones 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
There were apologies for absence from Cllr C Howe, Cllr D Roberts, Cllr M Vinton and Cllr S Wells. 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS:  
Cllr Vinton has made an application for Tree Works so the Parish Council will not consider this. 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 18TH JULY 2017:  
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING: 
There were no matters arising not covered in the agenda. 

 

5. VILLAGE HALL 
A) ACCESS TO VILLAGE HALL ROAD FROM PIPERS CLOSE HOUSES 
Clerk to reply to Mr Miller, explaining that the PC has not had any involvement with SCDC Planning 
with regards his property. 
 
B) CHANGING ROOM REFURBISHMENT 
Dorothy Woods showed the colour plans for the refurbishment, which the PC were happy about 
and just noted a door which needed removing from the plans. 

C) PLAY EQUIPMENT UPDATE AND SIGN OFF 
There was a delay, caused by the installation firm, but the play equipment has now been installed 
and looks very good.  Cllr Sunderland proposed, Cllr Bearpark seconded and all agreed to 
authorised the Clerk to sign it off and complete the relevant documentation. 

D) PC REPRESENTATIVE ON VH COMMITTEE (AGM)  
The PC will presume that Cllr Wells is happy to continue as she had not indicated otherwise. 

The peppercorn rent is to be paid on 1st January 2017, annually. 

 

Clerk 

 

 

 

 

Clerk 

 

Cllr Wells 

6. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Topping was unable to attend the meeting and did not send a report. 
 
A) CLEARANCE OF CCC LAND NEAR SCHOOL CAR PARK/BUTTS PEDESTRIAN GATE 
To carry over to the next agenda. 
 
B) A505 WORKING PARTY 
To carry over to the next agenda. 
 

 

 

Agenda 

 

Agenda 

7. DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE: 
Cllr Roberts was unable to attend the meeting, and will give an update at the next meeting. 
 
The meeting was opened for urgent questions from members of the public and press. 
 
The Clerk reported Mr Kenzie had asked if scaffolding could stand at the side of their property for a 
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week, whilst chimney repairs took place (their house is next to the Parish land in Ryecroft Lane).  
The PC had no problem with this and the Clerk to respond accordingly. 
 
Mrs Chapman Jones asked about what can be done with excess surface water in Pipers Close – 
Clerk to contact Cllr Topping again (and Highways).  Clerk to also contact Mr Sheldrick about the 
cutting back of the hedges on the corner of the field to help visibility at the London Road, Chrishall 
Road / Pipers Close junction).  It was also noted that the road surface at the corner of Chrishall 
Road / Pipers Close has subsided. 
 
Mrs Willis asked about the potential water fountain on The Butts. Cllr Mulholland explained that 
there is not an existing water supply, and makes it more difficult.  It would be treated as a new 
connection and it would be metered and billed for.  The question is whether the PC are happy to 
pay for the water or see if there’s something to be done in conjunction with the school?  Cllr 
Mulholland to approach the school.  There may be issues with winter weather (and drainage).   
 
Noticeboard – the Clerk reported that it had been agreed to proceed with the necessary repairs at a 
cost of £50 and we are waiting for this to happen by Fowlmere Joinery. 
 
VH land registering.  The Clerk/Cllr Wragg to look into this and report back at the next meeting 
 
Re the VH access road, it was noted that in the past, some fences which were the property of the 
Village Hall, have been replaced with the residents own fencing. 
 
Dorothy Woods reported that the white lines, trees being cut back and ‘stop’ signs have all been 
ordered for the Village Hall exit road. 
 
Clerk to ask South Cambridgeshire District Council planning department why the Parish Council 
has not been informed regarding the Pipers Close planning decision. 
  
The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press. 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Mulholland 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk / Cllr 
Wragg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

8. BURIAL BOARD 
 
 A) MEMORIAL STONE APPLICATIONS 
The Council agreed the memorial stone deigns for both Peters and Pidduck. 
 
B) CEMETERY CLEAR-UP DATES AND PUBLICITY 
The times are as follows – Saturday 14th October 2:00pm and Sunday 15th October 10am 
 
Cllr Mulholland and the Clerk to advertise on the notice-board, posters and Facebook. 
 
The PC wish to pass on their thanks to Tom and Tim from Apple-acre Park for kindly pruning back 
some of the greenery in the cemetery. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Mulholland / 
Clerk 
 

9. A) PLANNING MINUTES FROM 29TH AUGUST 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD 
IN THE PAVILLION ROOM, FOWLMERE VILLAGE HALL, FOWLMERE ON TUESDAY 29TH 

AUGUST 2017 AT 7:30PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr C Howe, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr M 
Sunderland, Cllr M Vinton, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk).   

APOLOGIES: Cllr P Burge, Cllr S Wells 
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IN ATTENDANCE There were 31 residents in attendance 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District 
Council she will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District Cllr 
at SCDC, the same applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, afresh. 
 
Cllr Bearpark mentioned the item ‘Land to the West of Chrishall Road’ but, as many of the residents 
in attendance, it is because he lives near to the site in question, so the declaration does not 
preclude him from taking part in the decisions. 
 
Cllr Roberts mentioned the item ‘North Farm House’ – as she lives at that end of Long Lane but she 
cannot see the land as described from any part of her property, so the declaration does not 
preclude her from taking part in the decisions. 

2. S/2352/17/PN 
Prior notification – for proposed agricultural building 
North Farm House, Long Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TG 
Mrs Imogen Collis, Florrie  

Fowlmere Parish Council recommends approval, it is compliant with the agricultural area, and is for 
agricultural use 

3. S/2757/17/FL 
Application for 15 dwellings, construction of access and provision of open space 
Land to the West of, Chrishall Road, Fowlmere, ROYSTON, SG8 7RY 
Colegrove Estates Ltd  

Cllr Roberts described the history of the local plan – it is hoped to be finalised in early 2018 and the 
existing geography of that end of the village - an open-plan site at Apple-acre, a linear style of 
housing on Pipers Close, gradually leading into the village. 

Cllr Wragg – we have been consistent in supporting the Local Plan and this is a village which is not 
sustainable (in planning terms) and this application should be resisted.  Cllr Roberts – whilst this is 
the case, we should still take a look at the plans. 

Cllr Mulholland - The access is to the detriment of the park homes – and is not an appropriate 
layout of a central road. 

Peter Thomas – the placement of the road – there is no appreciation of the existing residents. 

Jackie Barker – there is an issue of overlooking – juliette balconies, and the existing properties are 
lower. 

Rob Payne – side elevations show 1st floor windows. 

Keith Benson – a lot of money has been invested into our properties as they are simply trying to 
make money out of the land.   
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Mrs Chapman Jones – the road will affect Pipers Close, for turning and parking – the road is very 
fast moving, with agricultural properties.  The sewerage is also an issue. 

Cllr Roberts has asked about the sewerage works at SCDC – the legal dept have given ‘easement’ 
across their land, but she will keep asking. 

Cathy Joubert – it will have a ‘package treatment plant’ which residents will have to maintain. 

Caroline G – the access road runs along the back of the properties and is 10 feet from her living 
room.  Noise, excess traffic and rumble strips are an issue. 

Rob Forbes – there needs to be a consistent approach therefore for all speculative developments 
for outside the Village Envelope. 

Colin Westwood – Ii is better to finish one site (Appleacre) before starting another one (adjacent). 

Cllr Vinton - we should be cautious of commenting too much on the design when the actual 
principal is flawed. 

Mrs Gambie - The traffic needs to be slowed down. 

Fowlmere Parish Council will maintain their consistent approach.   

Fowlmere Parish Council (FPC) objects strongly to this application for the following reasons: 

• It is outside of the Village Envelope 
• the unsatisfactory layout proposed (the road along the side is objectionable) 
• the scale,  
• the lack of facilities, 
• the generation of traffic (FPC does not accept their estimate of the amount of generated 

traffic).  Highways have not yet made their opinion,  
• the impact on the neighbours (which should have received a write-up in the docs – there 

will be a resulting considerable loss of amenity and increased overbearingness on the 
existing singly storey properties,  

• It will stand out in the landscape.     
• there are a number of mis-statements in their paperwork.   

 

If SCDC is not in agreement with this, FPC would require the application to go to Full Planning 
Committee. 

4. S/1213/16/OL  - AMENDED PLANS 
Outline application for residential development of up to 45 dwellings and office building 
Welding Alloys Ltd, The Way, Fowlmere, SG8 7QS 
Mr Simon Dazeley, Hawkstar Developments Ltd 

Cllr Roberts explained the background to this application and Cllr Wragg explained the 
inconsistencies in the current viability documentation.  FPC are grateful to the resident who has 
asked for the viability report and has been successful in receiving it. 

Cllr Vinton – Contamination is a real issue there - for over 50 years, heavy metals have been 
processed on the site and H&S laws have changed (improved) over the year. 
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We need to go back to basic principals. 

Rob Forbes – asked about the Village Plan, so is it the best basis for argument? 

Philop Kratz has been engaged to support FPC on this and has said the closer we get to the 
finalisation of the Local Plan the better. 

Simon Webb – some development at some stage will mean prevent new families from entering the 
village and we could lose the amenity of the school.  Cllr Roberts says this PC supports this by 
developing The Triangle Exception site. 

Dan Johnson - The Triangle – the impact would be very significant and the ammenities are 
insufficient at present, let alone with potential development. 

Cllr Vinton said the documentation should be corrected. 

The resident of The Willows (The Way) said there had been interest in the site as a continued 
business site. 

Cllr Roberts and Cllr Wragg to prepare a response on Friday, to send to Philip Kratz for his view 
and circulate to Cllrs. 
 
5. S/2741/17/DC  - For Information Only 
Discharge of Conditions 6 (traffic management plan) and Condition 2 (external materials) of 
planning permission S/3197/15/FL 
1 The Butts, Fowlmere, Sg8 7SL 
Daniel Livings 
 
Fowlmere Parish Council noted the information.  2:45 would be a better start time for the afternoon 
slot – Clerk to respond. 
 
6. Other Matters and Updates  

Revised quotes for Chapel and Fire Engine shed – to go on the agenda on the 12th September. 

Protected Verges – Clerk to progress as long as the increase is not more than 2% 

A date has been requested for a meeting from the Land-agent regarding the remaining land at The 
Triangle.  Cllr Roberts - no date for a meeting in the short term due to the current planning issues in 
the village but we will keep it on the agenda and look to meet in November. 

The Fire Engine Shed has been repaired. 

The meeting closed at 9:35pm 
 

********************************* 
The minutes were agreed and signed. 
 
B) TREE APPLICATION FOR VINTON, STONEYFIELD, HIGH STREET, FOWLMERE (REF 
S/3061/17/TC) 
As mentioned at item 2, this was not discussed. 
 
C) UPDATE ON UNRESOLVED PLANNING APPLICATION(S) 
Clerk to send a pdf minutes back to Kate Woods as requested.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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The letter from FPC re Welding Alloys is now on the SCDC web-site. 
 
D) WINDOW AT THE CHEQUERS 
Following concerned residents contacting the Clerk about a replacement window, FPC contacted 
SCDC to ask if this required any planning permissions - Clerk to chase enforcement to ask for 
feedback to clarify the situation. 
 
E) SECTION 106 UPDATE REQUEST FROM SCDC 
The previous information was circulated to all and the Clerk awaits feedback on the next step.  
 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
All / Clerk 

10. ROAD SAFETY 
A) SPEEDWATCH MEETING WITH CHRISHALL UPDATE   
6pm Monday 18th Sept at the Clerk’s house – at present Cllr Howe, Cllr Wragg and the Clerk to 
attend – other Cllrs welcome 
 
B) CASUALTY REDUCTION SUPPORT FUND 
The Monitoring loops have been laid in the village, to get data on the speed of vehicles and the 
traffic volume and mix.  This is to get the basis for possible external funding and for the future 
success of Speedwatch, having a starting base-line. 
 
Cllr Mulholland - the Long Lane flashing 30 mph sign has been hit, and the Pipers Close flashing 
sign does not seem to be working.  Do they get re-calibrated and how frequently does it happen?  
Clerk to find out from CCC – Clerk to ask Josh Rutherford (or Vicky Keppey). 
 
C) HGVS IN VILLAGE – CONTACT KENZIES (SHEPRETH) 
An informal engagement with Kenzies and Richmonds etc could be of benefit as a step in the right 
direction in the future to help reduce excess HGV usage through the village.  Cllr Wragg suggested 
that once Speedwatch is operational, if this is necessary, then we can progress this. 
 
D) AGREE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
Cllr Bearpark proposed, Cllr Sunderland seconded and all agreed to sign the document.  Clerk to 
sign it and send it off. 
 

 
 
All 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

11. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES 
A) TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS 
It was agreed to progress with TPOs in the village – Clerk to progress 
 
B) DOVEHOUSE CLOSE TREE REMOVAL 
The Clerk reported that the diseased tree has been successfully removed by Rob Watkins Tree 
Surgery at a cost of £950.00 
 
C) PROTECTED VERGES 
The Clerk reported that these have been cut – at a cost of £864.00 
 
Cllr Bearpark to see Tony Glasscot about the cutting back of the hedge in Long Lane to re-expose 
the footpath. 
 
The Clerk reported that a local resident Grant Bage, who has knowledge of conservation work / tree 
planting etc and has offered his services / knowledge as required to any projects in the village.  The 
Clerk to thank him and keep channels of communication open. 
 

 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Bearpark 
 
 
 
Clerk 

12. FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES 
A) CHEQUES PAID 
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Rob Watkins Tree Surgery (Ryecroft Lane) - £950.00 
Glen Johnson Period Properties – Fire Engine Shed - £2000.00 
Hardy Landscapes – August Grasscutting - £1437.09 
Jackie Wright August Salary - £667.79 
NEST Pension - £3.26 
HMRC - £1.80 
Cambridgeshire Acre Payroll Fee (July, Aug, Sept) - £41.40 
Petty Cash – J Wright refund from Amazon for a mouse - £5.87 
Income – VAT Jan – July 2017 - £903.25 
Cambridge Water (6 months) £70.10 
Telecoms refund to J Wright - £32.46 
Noticeboard for the Cemetery refund to S Mulholland £128.64 

It was agreed to progress with the quote from RW Bennett & Son re borehole digging in the 
cemetery (£250.00).  Cllr Sunderland proposed, Cllr Burge seconded and all agreed.  Cllr Bearpark 
to let them know and let Cllr Mulholland know the date so he can put it on the cemetery notice-
board. 

B) FIRE ENGINE SHED AND CHAPEL REVISED QUOTES 
The quotes for the Fire Engine Shed roof work (£695.00) and the Chapel Wall work (£1940.00) 
from Glen Johnson Period Properties were proposed by Cllr Bearpark, seconded by Cllr Burge and 
all agreed.  Clerk to let them know. 

It was requested that the vegetation be cleared around the Fire Engine Shed – Cllr Bearpark to 
assess the need. 

Clerk to report back to Nico Schonken that he can access the playgroup rails in the shed. 

Cllr Bearpark to look to remove the fencing once the Clerk has heard back from Ion Science as to 
what they’d like doing with it.  Clerk to thank Ion Science for the loan – Cllr Mulholland to draft a 
letter. 

C) UPDATE ON BUTTS NOTICEBOARD AND VILLAGE SIGN 
The Noticeboard was already covered earlier in the agenda. 

In his absence, Cllr Vinton has offered to re-paint / fix the village sign in Chapel Lane.  The Cllrs 
accept this with grateful thanks but ask that he lets them know if he needs any help with the project.  
Clerk to respond. 

D) FAULTY STREET-LIGHT IN HIGH STREET 
The ‘owner’ of this (CCC or SCDC) seems impossible to trace but the Clerk will persevere…. 
 
E) NEW SWINGS ON THE BUTTS 
The swings have now been installed and the children are using them a lot.  There have been a 
couple of anecdotal comments that the residents of the houses in Westfield Road can be ‘seen’ 
because of the changed orientation (this couldn’t be helped because the old surface, which will be 
kept for the time being as the children like it to play on, has concrete underneath and new play 
equipment cannot be installed over that.) 

Cllr Burge and Cllr Mulholland to just check them over before the Clerk can sign them off. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Bearpark 
(Cllr 
Mulholland) 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Cllr Bearpark 
 
 
Clerk 
 
Cllr 
Mulholland / 
Cllr Bearpark 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Vinton 
(Clerk) 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Burge /. 
Cllr 
Mulholland 
(Clerk) 
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It was observed that the roundabout at the Butts could do with new matting (although the ROSPA 
report has not indicated this to be a safety risk in the meantime) – Clerk to get quotes. 
 
F) FOWLMERE FRIENDSHIP CLUB REQUEST 
Dorothy Woods contacted the Parish Council to see if they would be willing to donate again to the 
Friendship Club Christmas Dinner.  Cllr Sunderland proposed, Cllr Bearpark seconded and all 
agreed to donate £250.00 as per last year to the meal. 

Cllr Sunderland proposed, Cllr Burge seconded and all agreed to donate £60 towards a 
Remembrance wreath.  Cllr Bearpark to progress 

Clerk to write the cheques for the next meeting 

Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Bearpark 
 
Clerk 

13 CORRESPONDENCE: 
Clerk to reply to one of the letters on the Correspondence list suggesting they may wish to join 
Speedwatch. 

 
Clerk 

14 ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
 
A) IDEAS FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO VILLAGE LIFE 
To carry over to the next agenda as no ideas had been forthcoming this month, although one of the 
meeting attendees suggested outdoor gym equipment which has been previously discussed.  The 
Clerk to look into it.  
 
B) WEBSITE UPDATE 
The work is progressing on the new site but please can councillors get their revised wording to the 
Clerk asap. 
 
Clerk to also put agendas and minutes regularly on Facebook.  
 
C) MEETING RE THRIPLOW DAFFODILS 
To be held informally at the Chequers on Thursday 14th September at 7:00pm – Clerk to book the 
table/teas/coffees.  Cllrs Mulholland, Burge and Bearpark may be able to attend in addition to Cllr 
Wragg and the Clerk. 
 
D) FOWLMERE FESTIVAL 2018 IDEAS 
Clerk to ask for ideas on Facebook and Cllr Mulholland to add to his piece in the Fowlmere and 
Thriplow News. 
 
E) 2018 MEETING DATES 
The meeting dates were circulated to all. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
All (Clerk) 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
All (Clerk) 
 
 
 
 
Clerk / Cllr 
Mulholland 

15 OTHER MATTERS:  
An attending resident mentioned the football lights had been on one night at the Village Hall (and 
they are not ‘angled’ well and could distract drivers nearby) but this was thought to be a one-off 
when they were painting the lines. 
 
The PC Xmas meal is booked at the Chequers for Tuesday 5th December.  Clerk to book. 
 
The meeting closed at 9:30pm.  
 
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 17th October 7:30pm at the Village Hall (Pavillion Room), 
with a Finance Meeting beforehand at 7:00pm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE PAVILLION ROOM, VILLAGE HALL, FOWLMERE 

TUESDAY 17TH OCTOBER 2017 AT 7:30 PM  

PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr P Burge, Cllr C Howe, Cllr S Mulholland,  
  Cllr D Roberts, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr M Vinton and Mrs J Wright (Clerk).  

IN ATTENDANCE:   Mrs Dorothy Woods, Mr George Moss 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS:  
None were declared 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 12TH SEPTEMBER 2017:  
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING: 
Cllr Bearpark reported that Tony Glasscot is very happy to cut back the hedges on his boundary in 
Long Lane. 

The Clerk reported that Cllr Wells has resigned, Clerk to send a thank you card and advertise the 
position.   

 

5. VILLAGE HALL 
A) CHANGING ROOM REFURBISHMENT 
The online SCDC Planning Process didn’t recognise the postcode so the planning application 
hasn’t progressed.  An old planning permission proves the site.  FPC still needs to register it.  Cllr 
Burge offered to help the Clerk as required. 

B) PC REPRESENTATIVE ON VH COMMITTEE (AGM) 
Cllr Wells was the last representative.  The meetings happen on the 1st Wednesday of the month – 
no conclusion was reached but perhaps responsibility could be shared. 

C) LAND REGISTRATION ISSUES 
Clerk to progress as mentioned above. 

 

Clerk (Cllr 
Burge) 

6. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Topping attended the meeting and gave the following report: 
 
“County roads and drainage issues 
I have asked the Whittlesford depot team to suggest dates for the site visit to address the issues 
raised by the parish council with regard to Pipers Close and Long Lane (preferred 23rd, until mid 
pm, all day 24th, pm of 25th is possible).  

I hope that the parish council was able to send someone to the highways open day at the 
Whittlesford Depot on 16 Oct. As always there was a good range of county highways staff present. 

The Local Highways Improvement bid process has now closed.  

If there are issues to do with proposed traffic projects as opposed to repairing what is already there, 
the relevant project manager: 

James.Toombs@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

 

mailto:James.Toombs@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
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There is also information on the bid process at:   
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-
pathways/improving-your-local-highway/   

Combined Authority 
Relevant to the issues concerning Fowlmere with regard to housing developments is that the 
Combined Authority has put in a bid to Govt for some £197m to move the water treatment site at 
Milton, freeing up the brownfield sites around Cambridge North Station for the building of homes. 
1,500 of which will be in South Cambs and so therefore will COUNT against the targets set by 
government to be built in this district. This means that there will be less pressure on villages in 
South Cambs. This bid is going forward to government as the priority for Cambridgeshire & 
Peterborough and stands a very good chance of securing the money. 

The Mayor and Combined Authority announced that the first tranche of 250 affordable homes to be 
built with money negotiated with the Government under devolution. This is the first of some 2,500 
houses to be built – or work must have at least started – over the next three years. These are not 
houses to be built on new sites, they will be built on existing sites, but the govt money will be used 
to accelerate the building on sites which have stalled or are going slow. Further sites will be 
announced in the next few months. Many of these affordable houses will be in South Cambs, with a 
mix of social rent and shared ownership. 

Children’s Centres - 
Proposals were debated today at Full Council on 17 Oct. There is a good Frequently Asked 
Questions site on this at 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/children-s-centres/children-s-
centre-consultation-faqs/ 

The County Council wants to save money by looking at the accommodation costs of children’s 
centres, and whether the services – which are the point – can be provided using other buildings in 
some cases, and whether services such as health can be shared with centres. 

I know that children’s centres are well regarded and are at the heart of giving children a good start 
in life. I have spoken to mothers with young children about their concerns and I have discussed the 
proposals with health officers. I have also read the recent research into children’s centres and other 
programmes aimed at early years provision.  

The review that the county council has carried out has been in part to see whether the costs of the 
buildings that house children’s centres can be reduced and whether the location of the services fits 
the changing population locations of the county. I think that is a sensible thing to do, because what 
may have been a good fit 20 years ago may not be now. The costs of maintaining office space - set 
up at a time when staff needed filing cabinets for papers - needed to be looked at, because the 
purpose of a children’s centre is to provide services, and there are now different ways of doing that, 
especially the family hub models. 

If the services for children are Co-located with health facilities as is proposed, that can make things 
easier for users, rather than have separate buildings. I note that 75% of people who responded to 
the consultation said Co-location with health services would be welcome. 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/improving-your-local-highway/
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/improving-your-local-highway/
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/children-s-centres/children-s-centre-consultation-faqs/
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/children-s-centres/children-s-centre-consultation-faqs/
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It will be important that the impact of any changes are understood and monitored, especially the 
impact on mothers having to travel longer distances to access these services, and I have asked 
that that is done.  

Rural travel hubs and proposals to look at bus transport issues in South Cambridgeshire 
There are proposals to find ways of improving the rural travel services in our villages, being taken 
forward by the Greater Cambridge Partnership and South Cambs, and also proposals to look 
particularly at the bus services connecting villages in South Cambs. If the Parish Council would find 
it useful to have a discussion specifically on those issues can that be put on the November agenda. 

As always I can be contacted via peterwwtopping@gmail.com or 07825876582” 

A) CLEARANCE OF CCC LAND NEAR SCHOOL CAR PARK/BUTTS PEDESTRIAN GATE 
The Butts gate is still to be looked into.  There is still goodwill to progress with a community orchard 
at the land near the school. 
 
B) A505 WORKING PARTY 
A bid is going in to undertake a study to see how the A505 could be improved.  Cllr Topping is 
meeting with Heidi Allen this week.  Cllr Howe - an improved A505 will make the rat-runs through 
the villages used more often and this needs to be factored in and avoided.  We do not wish to 
generate more demand to use roads, with safety being the top priority.  It would be worth 
organising a discussion with interested (A505) parties. 
 
Cllr Wragg - talked to Robert Turner and Sarah Stevens in April about very poor performance in 
recent months/years.  The dept is under resourced and this was ‘batted away’ but has since 
unfortunately been proven to be true.  Cllr Topping needs to be in the picture about this, it was put 
into writing but no proper reply was received (a copy to be sent to Cllr Topping by Cllr Wragg).  Cllr 
Topping to arrange for Jane Green to become involved as she is looking at ‘processes’.  Moral is 
very low in the planning dept. 
 

7. DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE: 
There are the changes as mentioned in the planning dept (and also Sarah Stevens has left).  The 
Local Plan is close to being agreed – to be in place in March 2018.  The local housing problems will 
lessen if SCDC and the city are seen as one entity. 
 
Transport hubs – possibly one at Foxton on the A10 – Foxton PC had an officer come and explain 
the idea, Melbourn would probably be a better location. 
 
The SCDC majority party agreed to spend up to £50,000 (£250,000.00 in total) to do a combined 
bus survey – Cllr Roberts voted against it and tried to get an amendment to get it deferred.  
£50,000 would have paid for a Planning Officer…..   
 
The meeting was opened for urgent questions from members of the public and press. 
 
Dorothy Woods – a resident complained about the lights at the Village Hall at the last meeting – it’s 
the tennis court lights on a Tuesday and they’re not often used at night so they are hopefully 
unlikely to cause offence.  Cllr Wragg thanked Dorothy for checking. 
 
Nico Schonken (Savile Way) contacted the PC by email and asked permission for his scaffolding to 
go over a very small piece of Parish land on his boundary as he is having some building work done 
(unavoidable as he adjoins the green at the end of Savile Way) and the Cllrs had no problem with 
this. 
 
The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press. 

 
 
 

mailto:peterwwtopping@gmail.com
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8. BURIAL BOARD 
The minutes of the last Burial Board were agreed and signed. 
 
A) FEEDBACK FROM THE CEMETERY CLEAR-UP 
The clear-up went very well 19 adults plus 4 children on the Saturday and 12 on the Sunday.  
Everyone worked very hard, a lot of debris was created!  The back row looks hugely better.  Cllr 
Mulholland will keep working on it and a local resident Ian Wilson has kindly offered the use of his 
trailer.   
 
Water theft - this was discussed and Cllr Mulholland and Cllr Vinton to progress.  The registration 
number should be passed onto the Police. 
 
Some items were found in the bin which the PC have hung on to in case they are required. 
 
More gravel can be added to graves if needed once the back row is fully cleared. 
 
Grave stone insurance – this was raised by someone who has a stone at the cemetery and has 
been offered this.  It’s not something the PC have heard of before. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Mulholland / 
Cllr Vinton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

9. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Nothing further to discuss. 
 

 

10. ROAD SAFETY 
A) SPEEDWATCH UPDATE 
The first session has happened and it was useful to get the equipment up and running.  Estimated 
about 10% of vehicles were 35mph and above but of course the Speedwatch volunteers were 
clearly visible which is obviously a deterrent.  All comments made were positive! 
 
B) TRAFFIC SURVEY UPDATE 
The data is in and can be circulated. 
 
C) CASUALTY REDUCTION SUPPORT FUND 
This is on hold until after the results of the survey have been analysed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

11. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES 
A) TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS 
Clerk to thank and ask for the timescale on the application, stating that there is some urgency. 
 
B) SAVILE WAY PLANTING 
This has already been discussed. 
 

 
 
Clerk 

12. FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES 
A) CHEQUES PAID 
Glen Johnson Period Properties – Fire Engine Shed and Chapel Wall - £695.00 & £1940.00 
Agriplant Protected Verges - £864.00 
Hags – VH Play Equipment (Section 106) - £17112.06 
Fowlmere Village Hall Pavillion Room Hire x 2 - £48.00 
Kompan Butts Swings - £5527.72 (section 106) 
J Wright Refund for Amazon Toner and Chequers (non-alcoholic) meeting Refreshments - £63.95 
E-on Chapel Electricity - £46.46 
PKF Littlejohn Audit Fee - £276.00 
Fowlmere Joinery – Noticeboard Repairs - £60.00 
Road Data Service Ltd - £690.00 
Hardy Landscapes – September Grasscutting - £718.54 
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SW Gardens and Landscape - £60.00 
CPRE Delegate Fee (P Burge) - £40.00 
Jackie Wright September Salary - £667.59 
NEST Pension - £3.26 
HMRC - £2.00 
Telecoms refund to J Wright - £32.46 
Donation towards Remembrance Wreath - £60.00 
Donation to Fowlmere Friendship Club Xmas Donner - £250.00 
Dave Salmons – bench repair - £100.00 
Seniorlink September - £82.86 
Money in £30.00 Ivett and Reed Stone fee (Wilson), 2nd half of the Precept £18027.50 

13 CORRESPONDENCE: 
A note to be made about the Queen’s Head – there are concerns about access being allowed to 
view the property.  Clerk to phone Everards and ask what the conditions are for being able to view 
the premises and books. 
 

 
 
Clerk 

14 ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
 
A) IDEAS FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO VILLAGE LIFE 
To be further advertised and carried over to the next agenda. 
 
B) WEBSITE UPDATE 
The Clerk showed the Cllrs the new web-site which they were very pleased with.  The Clerk to 
instruct the developer to make it live at soon as possible.  Cllrs were reminded to send across their 
revised wording and pictures.  
 
C) MEETING RE THRIPLOW DAFFODILS 
It was very positive and ideas are still being discussed.  Paul was having similar meetings with other 
local groups/areas.  Clerk to ask for an update – and say the PC are very willing to meet again. 
 
D) FOWLMERE FESTIVAL 2018 IDEAS 
Rachel Collins would unfortunately not have the spare capacity to arrange anything with this as she 
has many other commitments in the village.  Dorothy would like to be involved if the VH is to be 
used.  Other ‘new’ people to be involved.  
 

 
 
 
 
Clerk / Cllr 
Mulholland 
 
Clerk 
All 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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15 OTHER MATTERS:  
A reminder that the PC Xmas meal is booked at the Chequers for Tuesday 5th December. 
 
Clerk to advertise the vacant position on the PC with a closing date of 30th November, with 
interviews at the December meeting. 
 
Cllr Bearpark explained that an Appleacre resident was spoken to quite rudely by someone who 
claimed to be a Parish Councillor.  Cllr Bearpark to let his resident know that it is not a current 
member of the PC and if it happens again, please ask for a name and regret this has happened to a 
resident. 
 
Cllr Vinton visited the open day for the proposed development at The Triangle – and a 
representative said the speeding in the village would be addressed by ‘putting speedbumps in the 
road’ – there was little mention of the complex processes involved in obtaining appropriate speeding 
measures, which the PC is currently undertaking…..  There is scope for a secure play area. 
 
The meeting closed at 21:45pm.  
 
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 21st November 7:30pm at the Village Hall (Pavillion Room) 
with the Burial Board beforehand at 7:00pm. 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Cllr Bearpark 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE PAVILLION ROOM, VILLAGE HALL, FOWLMERE 

TUESDAY 21ST NOVEMBER 2017 AT 7:00 PM  

PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg (Chairman), Cllr P Burge, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr M Vinton and Mrs J Wright 
  (Clerk).  

IN ATTENDANCE:   Bonnie Kwok, Miriam Hill, Peter Stocking, Chris Jackson, Will Nichols, Dorothy  
   Woods, Robin Barker 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Cllr C Howe, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr Roberts, Cllr Bearpark 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS:  
None were declared 

 

3. PRESENTATION BY STRUTT AND PARKER RE REMAINING LAND AT THE TRIANGLE 
Mr Nichols explained the background to the project – pre-application and consultation/exhibition 
event.  Bonnie Kwok is the planner responsible for this application at SCDC and was present at the 
meeting. 

Mr Jackson explained the revised road layout to maintain a central green with a circular road.  Work 
has been done to withdraw further from the tree canopies.  The Headteacher at Fowlmere Primary 
has been approached and some children were asked about play equipment (the Head has yet to 
provide a formal response).  Mr Nichols said they will also address speeding and a lack of play 
equipment at this end of the village.  Mr Stocking – there is a lot of parking but we have tried to 
soften this with the landscaping.  The tightest corner has been verified that it can be traversed by 
the largest of vehicles.  The SCDC Design Panel had said the scheme had merit. 

Cllr Wragg – are there any points raised by SCDC that you haven’t been able to address?  Bonnie 
Kwok - another pre-app is required.  The parking forms the heart of the development.  Trees are 
what distinguishes this site (and the trees are protected and are important to the village). 

Mr Nichols - what are the Parish Concerns? Cllr Wragg - we have not expressed a view on this 
scheme. We have raised questions and sought answers but not had the formal planning application 
yet to discuss. 

Need to create a back-to-back relationship with the existing houses and then the houses can be 
moved back from the Cambridge Road site.  Miriam Hill – the issue is the relationship between the 
trees and the future residents as the trees are large and will dominate and get ‘worse’ each year.  
Residents will want to prune the trees, and a whilst a certain amount is allowed, too much work 
would not be. 

Cllr Wragg -To conclude, we are waiting the planning application before a formal decision can be 
made – in the meantime, the concerns raised by SCDC are likely to be shared by FPC.  The next 
discussions on this proposal need to focus on the concerns raised by SCDC. 

 

4. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 17TH OCTOBER 2017:  
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

5. MATTERS ARISING: 
There were no matters arising. 

 

6. VILLAGE HALL 
A) CHANGING ROOM REFURBISHMENT 
Nothing to report as the application is with SCDC. 
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B) LAND REGISTRATION ISSUES 
The VH site situation needs to be sorted (the Clerk and Cllr Burge to progress) – there are also two 
Clunch Pits to register.  

Clerk / Cllr 
Burge 

7. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Topping was unable to attend the meeting, and had not submitted a report before the meeting. 
 
A) CLEARANCE OF CCC LAND NEAR SCHOOL CAR PARK/BUTTS PEDESTRIAN GATE 
This was therefore not discussed 
 
B) A505 WORKING PARTY 
This was therefore not discussed 

 

8. DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE: 
Cllr Roberts sent her apologies due to illness. 
 
The meeting was opened for urgent questions from members of the public and press. 
 
No questions had been notified to the Clerk and there were no questions from those present. 
 
The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press. 

 
 
 

9. BURIAL BOARD 
A) COMMUNICATION WITH MR WARD RE PROPOSED BENCHES. 
Mr Ward has relatives buried in Fowlmere but lives in Yorkshire now.  He would like to donate and 
have installed 2 benches in the cemetery.  It was agreed that one could go along the external 
Chapel wall but another was not really needed in the village – perhaps Mr Ward would be 
interested in contributing to a new cemetery shed?  Clerk to approach the idea with Mr Ward and 
thank him very much for his very generous offer. 
 
Cllr Mulholland would like the idea of a list of approved contractors for working in the cemetery 
discussed and this was warmly received in his absence - further discussion to be had at a later 
date. 
 
B) REVISED DATE FOR BURIAL BOARD MEETING  
A suggested date of 16th January 2018 prior to the PC Meeting – assuming Cllr Roberts and Cllr 
Mulholland are available. 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
BB Agenda 
 
 
 
 
BB Agenda 

10. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
A) PLANNING APPLICATION – FOR INFORMATION ONLY: 
 S/3820/17/NM 
 NON MATERIAL AMENDMENT OF PLANNING PERMISSION S/3249/16/FL 
 LAND TO THE REAR OF 80 - TO 86 CHAPEL LANE, FOWLMERE 
 MR ROBERT MILL 
 
There were no residents who are affected by this at the meeting – Fowlmere PC has no comment 
  
B) GOOD PRACTICE FOLLOWING CPRE PLANNING SESSION 
 Cllr Burge reiterated the advice gained at the CPRE training event regarding discussions about 
planning pre-applications – if you fail to engage at all it can be construed that you are not open to 
that consultation and it could be played against you.  Good practice is to be willing to engage and 
listen but make sure you have a planning officer from SCDC present.  These meetings should also 
be minuted, and the minutes shared.  FPC thinks this is what we should be doing, albeit on a case-
by-case basis. 
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Cllr Burge added that when making comments on applications – evidence will add weight ie 
referring back to policy documents etc. 
 
C) PLANNING MINUTES FROM 17TH OCTOBER AND 14TH NOVEMBER 2017 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE PAVILLION ROOM, FOWLMERE VILLAGE HALL, 

FOWLMERE ON TUESDAY 17TH OCTOBER 2017 AT 7:15PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr P Burge, Cllr C Howe, Cllr 
S Mulholland, Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr M Vinton, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J 
Wright (Clerk).   

APOLOGIES:  

IN ATTENDANCE 8 Members 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District 
Council she will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District Cllr 
at SCDC, the same applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, afresh. 
 
Cllr Bearpark declared an interest in item 3 & 6 and he would leave the room for both as necessary. 

2. S/3266/17/TC 
Applications to carry out tree works subject to a tree preservation order or situated within a 
conservation area. 
Sextons Cottage, High Street, Fowlmere, SG8 7SJ 
Barrie Perkins  

Fowlmere Parish Council noted that this application was passed yesterday. 

3. S/3324/17/LD  - For Information Only 
Lawful development certificate for the proposed siting of eight static caravans. 
Appleacre Lodge, London Road, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7RU 
Park View Group Ltd 

Cllr Bearpark left the room at 19:43. 
 
Cllr Roberts explained the location and has requested a meeting with SCDC Planning Officers asap 
to discuss this.  She is very concerned to know what the situation is at The Lodge and the site as a 
whole.  FPC asked for the last application to go to the Planning Committee, not to be decided 
under delegated powers, and this has not happened. 

Cllr Vinton – a gated community is not in keeping with the village.  It already has more caravans on 
site than are allowed.  Appleacre Lodge and Park seem to be the same piece of land – do officers 
at SCDC know this? 

Cllr Roberts is very concerned about the lack of following normal criteria on the site by a planning 
officer at SCDC, who has now left. 
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Clerk to email the relevant planning officer to say that FPC have orally agreed a meeting, and we 
do require a date at their very earliest convenience – we need 2 or 3 dates. 

Any other development of this size would also require a Section 106 contribution and a 40% 
proportion of affordable housing, and this includes neither. 
 
Cllr Bearpark returned to the room at • ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
4. S/2255/17/FL  - For Information Only – Permission Granted 
Proposed extension over existing double garage and refurbishment of existing propoert to 
includeinternal alterations and installations of new windows and weatherboard cladding. 
Nettleford, Rectory Lane, Fowlmere, SG8 7TL 
David Besley 

Fowlmere Parish Council noted the decision. 
 
5. S/0872/17/FL  - For Information Only – Permission Granted 
Single storey garage / workshop at bottom of rear garden 6.1m depth x 7.5m wide x 3.73m high 
21 Pipers Close, Fowlmere, SG8 7RX 
Kevin Marlow  
 
Fowlmere Parish Council noted the decision and again this is an example of the officers making a 
decision under delegated powers. 
 
6. S/2449/16/LD  - For Information Only – Proposal Approved 
Certificate of Lawfulness Development – Application for the siting of 15 static caravans for the 
purposes of permanent residential occupation. 
Appleacre Park, London Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7RU 
 
Fowlmere Parish Council noted the decision 
 
7. S/1966/16/FL  - For Information Only – Permission Granted 
Erection of nitrate disinfection building, 2no tanks, refurbishment of the Heydon booster, extension 
to internal access road and associated works. 
Fowlmere Pumping Station, Chrishall Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7RT 
Mrs L McHale 

Fowlmere Parish Council noted the decision. 
 
8. Other Matters and Updates  
a) Query re Pipers Close / SCDC 

This was discussed and it was Cllr Roberts as District Cllr acting upon a concern from a resident. 

The Clerk queried some discharge conditions that appear on the SCDC web-site. 

Cllr Roberts opened the floor to residents but there were no questions. 

The meeting closed at 20.07pm 
 

************************************************* 
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING 
COMMITTEE HELD IN THE PAVILLION ROOM, FOWLMERE VILLAGE HALL, 

FOWLMERE ON TUESDAY 14TH NOVEMBER 2017 AT 7:00PM 

PRESENT: Cllr D Roberts (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr P Burge, Cllr S Mulholland, 
Cllr M Sunderland, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk).   

APOLOGIES: Cllr C Howe, Cllr M Vinton 

IN ATTENDANCE 8 members of the public. 

1. Declarations of interest (if any) 
Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District 
Council she will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District Cllr 
at SCDC, the same applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, afresh. 

Cllr Bearpark declared an interest in item 2 (as a neighbour) and 7 (as it affects the land where he 
lives).  The PC will not view items 4 or 5.  Fowlmere PC has been involved in item 4 and will all 
declare an interest.  The PC will not look at item 5 because it is in relation to a Councillor, Cllr 
Sunderland.    
 
2. S/2757/17/FL 
Application for 15 dwellings to include 6 affordable dwellings, construction of access and provision 
of open space 
Land to the West of, Chrishall Road, Fowlmere, Royston, SG8 7RY 
Colegrove Estates Ltd 

Cllr Roberts read out the previous submission from FPC to SCDC.   

The Council will discuss this in terms of principle and also consider the actual design. 

Fowlmere Parish Council supports SCDC and the past and emerging local Plan and do not wish to 
support speculative applications which are outside of the village envelope, in a Group village. 

FPC notes however that some points have been improved but there are still the following 
comments to take into consideration: 

• The road placement is improved. 
• Number 12 is too high and large. 
• Numbers 3 and 4 could be further reduced by having a dormer style roof to reduce the roof-

line height. 
• Social ‘rented’ housing is more desirable for this village, because in more closely meets the 

housing need in the village. 
• 2 of the 3-bedroom houses should be included in the Social Housing mix, to meet the 

needs of families (which also benefits the school). 
James Fisher needs to ensure that Section 106 money is obtained. 

There is provision for play-space – this is in line with guidance – (which needs to have good 
access).  Cllr Burge to send the Clerk the information about play-space for Section 106. 

Is the Freehold of the play-space to be transferred to FPC?  This needs to be made clear. 
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The proposed use of renewable energy technologies needed to be further explained. The proposal 
must exceed the minimum requirement for renewable energy for all the of properties on the site. 

Public Art FS6 -  it would be appropriate for this to be employed (community art / gate into play 
space) 

Contractors parking / deliveries need to be considered and hours of working need to have 
conditions attached. 

If the officers are minded to approve it against the Parish Council’s recommendation of refusal, we 
will require the application to go to the SCDC Planning Committee, and not to be decided under 
delegated powers. 

Ms Wood – (Agent for Pegasus) had some comments – scaled down in terms of height or overall 
size?  Number 12 has a single-storey element.  The 6 affordable housing break-down has been 
advised by SCDC.  Play equipment – they could offer adult gym equipment but this needs further 
discussion. 

Clerk to prepare a response to SCDC for circulation and agreement. 
 
3. S/3566/17/FL  
Construction of a new grain store and creation of an access from Fowlmere Road together with 
planting and formation of an acoustic bund. 
Land East of Fowlmere Road, Foxton 
Thriplow Farms Ltd 

Cllr Roberts - Fowlmere is an adjoining parish to Foxton, and has been invited to comment.  Foxton 
Parish Council has recommended refusal.  The proposed site is greenbelt land and often 
agricultural buildings are acceptable for Green Belt but there is concern over the height (18m).  It 
will change the character of that part of the countryside, which is currently very ‘open’. 

Cllr Wragg - if an activity becomes redundant it is legitimate to consider change of use for the site 
on which it used to operate, but if the activity is continuing then that argument falls away.   

We can question the need for a new site for the facility, which could be fitted on the existing site in 
Thriplow.  There is no obvious necessity to move away from that site.   

The new site will have an impact in terms of more traffic in or nearer to Fowlmere and the 
application needs more clarification in terms of routes entering and exiting, which will presumably 
go via Fowlmere to the A505.  This will adversely affect the tunnel in Fowlmere High Street, by the 
War Memorial. 

There will be some noise pollution when the driers are in operation. When used, driers tend to be in 
operation for 24 hours a day.   

The choice of location is unsound when the farm owns other suitable sites (nearer to the A505), 
with good access from a major road. 

Mr Frost (lives in Foxton but is the nearest house to the proposed site) – he does not think the 
suggested traffic figures are accurate.  The area in question is the same size as Royston Tesco 
and car-park.  The last application was 8.5m and that was refused previously.  
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Mrs Frost – access and noise – there is nothing to absorb the ‘noise’ and neighbouring houses are 
missing from the graphics in the paperwork.   

There will be a loss of tranquillity and is an inconsiderate application. 

Fowlmere Parish Council recommends refusal for this application (unanimous decision).  The key 
factors include there being no obvious necessity to move away from that site; the sheer scale of the 
proposed building (18m in height); the increased traffic through Fowlmere: the effect on the tunnel 
in Fowlmere; the loss of tranquillity (it is an inconsiderate application) and the impact of noise. 

FPC would request the Council does an appraisal of the safe working load in relation to the 
Fowlmere tunnel (Highways).  

The agreed response to SCDC: 

Fowlmere Parish Council recommends refusal for this application (unanimous decision). 

The key factors include the following: 

(i)             No obvious necessity to move away from the current site. The new site footprint 
is equivalent or smaller than the existing site and the operations of this are well 
integrated into the existing community. The proposal suggests a reduction in total 
vehicle movements under the revised site configuration and a reduction in the dust 
produced, so if incorporated though a redevelopment of the storage provision on the 
current site would still bring a net benefit to the local community. 
 
(ii)            The scale of the proposed building on the new site is significant and 
disproportionate to all buildings within the vicinity. We note that a previous application 
for a grain store on this stretch of road (S/0374/06/F) was refused on the basis of its 
visual intrusion, and the buildings under consideration in this new application are 
significantly larger in scale and height. These will be visible from areas of Fowlmere 
that have previously looked across open countryside vistas. 
 
(iii)           The increased heavy vehicle traffic through Fowlmere. We note that the 
supporting transport statement acknowledges the beneficial impacts of the reduction of 
traffic within Thriplow but makes no assessment of the routes to which this traffic is 
displaced. It is our belief from an examination of the road network that much of the 
heavy vehicle traffic collecting grain from storage for transportation outside of the area 
will either pass through Foxton or Fowlmere villages. A fuller assessment of this impact 
and associated traffic planning needs to be undertaken. We believe that increased 
heavy vehicle traffic passing through Fowlmere will be detrimental to the village 
atmosphere, may have local environmental impacts, and could introduce additional 
safety concerns. 
 
(iv)          We also have specific concerns that an increase in heavy vehicles passing 
through Fowlmere could have a detrimental impact on the tunnel that is located under 
the B1368 in Fowlmere in the vicinity of the war memorial (a description of this is 
available at: 
http://www.cantab.net/users/michael.behrend/repubs/j_geomancy/v4n2/pages/pennick
_fowlmere.html). We believe that under increased heavy traffic there may be both a 
risk of collapse of the road and the loss of an important historic feature. 
 
(v)           We also believe that the traffic to and from the site, along with the noise 

http://www.cantab.net/users/michael.behrend/repubs/j_geomancy/v4n2/pages/pennick_fowlmere.html
http://www.cantab.net/users/michael.behrend/repubs/j_geomancy/v4n2/pages/pennick_fowlmere.html
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associated with loading/unloading and drying operations, will lead to the loss of 
tranquillity in the vicinity of the village. 

  

FPC would request the District Council (Highways) undertakes an appraisal of the safe working 
load of the roadway in the vicinity of Fowlmere tunnel to determine whether concerns over the 
potential impact of heavy vehicles on the physical roadway are justified. 
 
4. Cllr Mulholland left the meeting and gave his apologies for the reminder of the meeting. 

S/3849/17/FL 
Alteration and Extension to Village Hall 
Fowlmere Village Hall, Chrishall Road, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7RY 
Fowlmere Village Hall  

Fowlmere Parish Council will declare a unanimous declaration of interest as it has been part of 
previous discussions and expressed support (including financial) towards this project. 
 
5. S/3642/17/TC 
Applications to carry out tree works subject to a tree preservation order or situated within a 
conservation area 
1 New Farm Close, High Street, Fowlmere, SG8 7SW 
Mr Sunderland  
 
Fowlmere Parish Council will not consider this application, as the applicant is a Councillor, although 
it has already been decided by SCDC. 
 
6. S/3336/17/FL  
New accomodation above garage 
Vine House, High Street, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7SU 
David and Sarah Brock  
 
Fowlmere Parish Council recommends approval, as it is not detrimental to the area or neighbouring 
properties. 
 
7. S/3324/17/LD  - For Information Only 
Lawful development certificate for the proposed siting of eight static caravans. 
Appleacre Lodge, London Road, Fowlmere, Royston, Cambridgeshire, SG8 7RU 
Park View Group Ltd 

Fowlmere Parish Council have requested a meeting with SCDC to further discuss this. 
 
8. S/3744/17/DC  - For Information Only 
Discharge of condition 3 (Construction management plan), 4 (hard and soft landscaping) and 6 
(Preliminary ecological assessment) of planning permission S/1966/16/FL 
Fowlmere Pumping Station, Chrishall Road, Fowlmere, SG8 7RT 
McHale, South Staffordshire Water Plc 

Fowlmere Parish Council noted the information. 
 
9. S/1213/16/OL  - For information only – Permission refused 
Outline application for residential development of up to 45 dwellings and offices 
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Welding Alloys Ltd, The Way, Fowlmere, Royston, SG8 7QS 
Mr Simon Dazeley, Hawkstar Developments 

Fowlmere Parish Council noted the decision. 
 
10. Other Matters and Updates  
a) Latest on meeting with SCDC. 

There has been an email from Will Nichols of Strutt & Parker re the development of the remainder 
of the land at The Triangle.  There had been misleading information that FPC supports the 
application, but this is not the case as no decision will be made until a formal application has been 
submitted for FPC to view.  The SCDC officers were unhappy with the layout/number/trees.  The 
Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) have now been processed at SCDC.  Cllr Roberts will reply back 
to Mr Nichols, copying in the FPC. 

Cllr Burge asked CPRE at a recent planning training session – what is good practice in such a 
situation as this – re pre-application consultation?  He was advised that one needs to be careful but 
invite a planning officer to a pre-meeting to bear witness, fully minuted.  Questions can be asked 
but decisions cannot be taken. 

This point needs repeating at the next PC Meeting. 

FPC can meet, providing a SCDC Officer is present.  Clerk to reply saying that Cllr Roberts will be 
responding however FPC is willing to meet for a short presentation however this will only be if the 
assigned SCDC Case Officer (or superior) is available to attend too.  Suggest 7:00pm on 21st 
November. 
 
The meeting closed at 9:30pm 

*************************************** 
 
The minutes were agreed and signed. 
 
D) UPDATE ON RECENTLY SUBMITTED PLANNING APPLICATIONS  
There was nothing further for discussion. 
 

11. ROAD SAFETY 
A) SPEEDWATCH UPDATE 
Cllr Howe has been asked for further dates and then the Clerk will progress with some more 
sessions. 
 
B) TRAFFIC SURVEY UPDATE (REQUEST FOR THE DATA) 
Cllr Wragg to circulate so the Clerk can pass it onto interested parties.  
 
C) CASUALTY REDUCTION SUPPORT FUND 
There is nothing for discussion at present 

 
 
Cllr Howe / 
Clerk 
 
 
Cllr Wragg / 
Clerk 
 
 

12. TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES 
A) TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS 
These will be granted by 26th November 

 
 

13. FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES 
Cllr Vinton declared an interest 
A) CHEQUES PAID 
SW Gardens (Savile Way) - £30.00 
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J Wright expenses - £12.88 (thank you to Glen the builder) and £15.60 (stamps) 
Hardy – Oct 17 - £718.54 and Cemetery work - £360.00 
Village Hall hire x2 - £48.00 
Donation towards Fowlmere Playgroup - £100.00 
Seniorlink Oct 17 - £85.64 and June 17 (prev unpaid) £76.02 
J Wright Telecoms - £31.16 
HMRC - £1.80 
Nest Pension refund - £3.26 
J Wright salary - £667.79 
Village Sign – Fairholm Associates - £1461.60 
 
B) FOWLMERE SCHOOL AFTER-SCHOOL PROVISION/MEETING WITH MR ATKIN  
Peter Burge declared an interest on the first part 
 
The Clerk reported that the Fowlmere Primary After-school Club is going well and is well used and 
read out the report from Andrew Page (Governor). 
 
The PC is not unsympathetic to a contribution and the door is not shut but as it is an undefined 
figure at present then they would need to know the planning costs involved before committing?  
Clerk to report back. 
 
Cllr Burge had an action point to talk to the school about sustainability – he and the Clerk spoke to 
Mr Atkin last week.  The Pupil Admission Number (PAN) is 17 and the total capacity of the school is 
119.  The school currently has 96 pupils (so there are 23 additional spaces – and they are not 
evenly spread).  Funding works out on a per pupil basis, so they have a potentially £100,000 
shortfall on full capacity.  The school would welcome additional pupils.  Staff is the biggest 
proportion of costs.  Additional families to the village would assist the sustainability of the school. 
 
Cllr Sunderland and Cllr Vinton declared an interest in: 
Lights at St Mary’s – the meeting was then not quorate – take to the next meeting. 
 
Cllr Burge - Section 106 money needs to be spent – there can be up to 5 pots of money once 
allocated.  If we want freedom of movement, we should spend out the smaller pots.  Clerk to check 
what pots of funds James Fisher thinks we have. 
 
 
C) FINANCE MINUTES FROM 17TH OCTOBER 2017 

Minutes of the meeting of Fowlmere Parish Council Finance and General Purposes Committee  
held in the Pavillion Room, Village Hall, Fowlmere 

Tuesday 17th October 2017 at 7:00 pm 

Present:  
Cllr M Sunderland, (Chair), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr P Burge, Cllr C Howe, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr D 
Roberts, Cllr M Vinton, Cllr L Wragg and Mrs J Wright (Clerk).  

Also in Attendance:  Several Fowlmere residents 
 
1. Apologies for Absence:  
Cllr Howe said he would be late to this evening’s meetings.  Cllr Wells had recently resigned. 
 
2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting/Matters Arising: 
The Minutes were agreed at a previous PC Meeting. 
 
3. Review of Income and Expenditure 
a) Section 106 Update (SCDC Request for information) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Agenda 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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The Clerk explained that SCDC has asked FPC to review their Section 106 bid – the Clerk to send 
through the same figures as were proposed for the Welding Alloys application.   
 
4. Precept 
a) Draft Budget Proposal 
The proposed budget with an increase of 2% was agreed – Cllr Sunderland proposed, Cllr Roberts 
seconded, all agreed.  Clerk to send off. 
 
5. Trees, Grass and Hedges 
a) Village Sign Repair Work 
Thanks to Cllr Vinton for offering to take on the work.  It was proposed by Cllr Sunderland, 
seconded by Cllr Burge and all agreed to go ahead with the necessary work.  The sign is currently 
in Cllr Vinton’s workshop, it was badly weather-damaged.  A silicon mould has been produced and 
he will either do the work with a resin or fibreglass. 
 
b) Butts Noticeboard Repair Work 
The work had taken place (£60 invoiced and paid -Fowlmere Joinery). 
 
c) Fire Engine Shed and Chapel Work Update 
The work had taken place by Glen Johnson and has been invoiced and paid for (£695 and £1950 
respectively).  Cllr Roberts - a working party needed to clear the weeds at the Fire Engine Shed.  
The walls will need to be painted (like the Melbourn shed).  Clerk/Cllr Roberts to investigate. 

Clerk to commission one more cut of the village grass as the warm weather had helped growth! 

The Clerk read out the apology for the delay in the weeding of Savile Way but they have completed 
it now – a watching brief to be kept on the area and further discussions next year as to continue 
with it planted or revert to grass. 
 
6. Future Projects 
a) Water Fountain for The Butts 
No finances at present to proceed – Cllr Mulholland will still speak to the school. 

b) Replacement Matting for the Roundabout 
Clerk to progress. 

c) Outdoor Gym Equipment 
To keep on the agenda – a poll can be run on Facebook/FATN. 

d) Request for a donation from Fowlmere Playgroup 
Cllr Roberts, Cllr Mulholland, Cllr Burge will not take part as they have/have had recent links to 
Playgroup Committee. 
Fowlmere Playgroup are asking for a donation of £50-£100 towards their half-term magic show.  
FPC agreed to donate to the Playgroup, not to be seen as a precedent. Cllr Vinton proposed, Cllr 
Howe seconded and all agreed for £100.00 as a straight forward donation.  Clerk to reply. 
 
7. Other Matters 
Rachel Collins- St Mary’s are looking to replace the lights (sodium to LED).  An initial quote of 
£3500 was made, so a revised cost has been asked for (110W LED) – a ‘warm’ light with estimated 
running costs at about £15 per month.  The lights are in a poor state of repair.  Can Section 106 be 
used?  Clerk to ask James Fisher (mentioning it’s a village facility / lead deterrent).  Community 
Chest funding at SCDC could also be used.  FPC agreed that in principal that there is merit in 
granting some money towards it and the work needs doing very soon. 
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8. Date of Next Meeting 
Tuesday 16th January 2017 (presumably at 7:00pm, prior to the PC Meeting at the Pavilion Room, 
Fowlmere Village Hall) 

The meeting closed at 19:40pm 
 

*********************************** 
The minutes were agreed and signed 

14 CORRESPONDENCE: 
Cllr Wragg reported that two letters of complaint had been received, one from Mr and Mrs Miller and 
the other from Mr and Mrs Marlow, both of Pipers Close.  The Clerk read both letters out.  A reply 
will be drafted to Mr Miller asking what parts of the Code of Conduct he feels have been breached.  
It was proposed that a sub-committee should work on this - Cllr Burge and Cllr Mulholland 
volunteered.   
 
Clerk to acknowledge both letters and put on the website once up and running. 
 
Dorothy Woods requested that the Clerk ask Mr Miller to not contact her further unless it is 
concerning the Village Hall access road. 
 

 
 
 
All for 
consideration 
 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 

15 ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
 
Meeting with Paul Earnshaw re Daffodil Weekend – Clerk to reply to ask what proposals have been 
developed re the entrance issues and also to say that we would be interested in the views of the 
other neighbouring villages following his meetings with them and suggest meeting informally again 
in January. 
 
New swings – Clerk to seek advice from ROSPA about climbing deterrents. 
 
A) IDEAS FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO VILLAGE LIFE 
Outdoor gym options need further discussions and will go on the next agenda. 
 
B) WEBSITE UPDATE 
The web-site is up and running and the Clerk to finalise changes and get herself kitted out with 
access! 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 

16 OTHER MATTERS:  
 
The meeting closed at 21:35.  
 
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 19th December 7:30pm at the Village Hall (Pavillion Room). 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOWLMERE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE PAVILLION ROOM, VILLAGE HALL, FOWLMERE 

TUESDAY 19TH DECEMBER 2017 AT 7:30 PM  

PRESENT:   Cllr L Wragg (Chairman), Cllr T Bearpark, Cllr S Mulholland, Cllr D Roberts, Cllr M  
  Sunderland, Cllr M Vinton and Mrs J Wright (Clerk).  

IN ATTENDANCE:   Dorothy Woods, Kate Wood, Mr Frost, 7 residents from Appleacre 

 

  Actions 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Cllr P Burge, Cllr C Howe,  

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS:  
Cllr Bearpark declared an interest in item 9 (as it affects the land where he lives).   

Cllr Roberts declared that if an application is later placed before South Cambridgeshire District 
Council she will approach any new information afresh.  Also, because Cllr Roberts is a District Cllr 
at SCDC, the same applies and she will look at any application, which goes to SCDC, afresh. 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 21ST NOVEMBER 2017:  
The minutes were agreed and signed as a true record. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING: 
There were no matters arising. 

It was agreed to bring the item forward regarding St Mary’s Lights.  Cllr Sunderland declared an 
interest in this.  Cllr Roberts asked how we are financially and Cllr Sunderland responded to say 
that it can be afforded. 

The Clerk read out the email from Rachel Collins concerning the St Mary’s Church lights.  Lead theft 
is a serious risk and the quote seems reasonable (Cllr Mulholland).  Cllr Roberts proposed £1150, 
Cllr Bearpark seconded and all agreed.  They have already made significant efforts in securing the 
church and paying for it independently (£4000 towards the security system has already been 
raised.) 

 

5. VILLAGE HALL 
A) CHANGING ROOM REFURBISHMENT 
Planning permission has now been received. 
 
B) CAR PARK LINES  
Dorothy Woods will accept a quote from Peter Taylor (CCC) – 3 options and they are opting for 44 
bays and 2 disabled (they don’t need to have mother & baby spaces).  The external lighting is the 
next thing to be looked at. 

 

6. COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS: 
Cllr Topping was unable to attend the meeting, and had not submitted a report before the meeting. 
 
A) CLEARANCE OF CCC LAND NEAR SCHOOL CAR PARK/BUTTS PEDESTRIAN GATE 
This was therefore not discussed 
 
B) A505 WORKING PARTY 
This was therefore not discussed 
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7. DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE: 
Cllr Topping did an interview on local radio saying there were no problems with the Local Plan and 
said it would be finalised in March.  The Inspectorate has said otherwise and the planning officers at 
SCDC had to apologise.  A Planning Committee Meeting was held and there is still no final date, or 
a date for the public consultation.  Cllr Roberts would like to send an email to Cllr Topping 
expressing concern and disappointment.  Cllr Vinton, whilst supportive of this and appreciating the 
frustrations, does wonder what this would achieve – Cllr Sunderland, we are not a political body.  It 
was agreed to keep a watching brief on this. 
 
The meeting was opened for urgent questions from members of the public and press. 
 
No questions had been notified to the Clerk and there were no questions from those present. 
 
Jean Bell made some comments on the Chrishall Rd planning application. Her house will be 12 feet 
from the first development and she, and other residents have lost privacy.  The speeding traffic will 
be a problem, can’t sustain this, it is outside the village envelope, why has it got this far? 
Cllr Wragg replied that it is because of the combination of incompetence and bad luck (of SCDC 
elected members and employed professionals at SCDC) where we don’t have the 5-year land 
supply – all the protections of the village envelope are removed and Parish Councils are inundated 
with proposals which have no basis in planning.  We are very short of tools to resist this.  Cllr Wragg 
suggested that they should write to the MP.  What other avenues can be used – a deluge of letters 
to the MP helps to concentrate their mind…  Fowlmere is an inappropriate place for anything other 
than group village development.  Cllr Roberts – there is a problem with that is happening at 
Appleacre, which is potentially 3 times the size it was originally, and it is also outside of the village 
envelope.  The house at Lanacre has also been permitted yet the PC opposed it.  Are the new 
properties counted as houses – no, they are counted as caravans.  Cllr Vinton – there are many 
reasons why people wish to move to Fowlmere and as a PC we are disappointed that our objections 
aren’t taken seriously. 
 
The meeting was then closed to members of the public and press. 

 
 
 

8. BURIAL BOARD 
The Clerk reported that there has been a burial for Simon Webb and there will be another one later 
in the month for Rosina Cann.  The Clerk to contact Ron Ward again about the possible 
bench/shed.  There is the possibility of a future cremated remains from a local resident. 
 
The gate was sticking but now is working – thanks to Cllr Mulholland and Cllr Vinton. 
 
The stop-cock cannot be located – a plumber has been contacted to ‘freeze’ the pipe and put in the 
appropriate connections – the cost will be between £200 and £250.  The water butt will be about 
£80.  Cllr Vinton will progress if the PC are supportive (which they agreed to).  This will change the 
mains pressure to gravitational pressure, which will stop people liberating the water… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Vinton 

9. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
A) Planning Application – For Information Only: 
 
S/2575/17/FL 
 Application for 15 dwellings to include 6 affordable dwellings, construction of access and  
 provision of open space 
 Land to the West of, Chrishall Road, Fowlmere, ROYSTON, SG8 7RY 
 Colegrove Estates Ltd 
 
Cllr Bearpark declared an interest and left the room at 20:15 
Cllr Bearpark asked for the residents of Fowlmere present to be supported.   
 

 



 

3 

 

Cllr Roberts - the agent – Kate Woods is present.  Bonnie Kwok is the SCDC Planning Officer and 
has achieved many of the aspects she is requiring.  There has been a move around of the road.  
Plot 3 (new) is proposed to be very close to the Appleacre plot 13, as the resident at the meeting 
pointed out.  There are noise restrictions on Appleacre and these will not apply to the proposed 
development.  The properties on Appleacre are raised and they will be able to see into the rooms. 
 
Kate Wood explained that she is employed by the land owner.  She preferred a previous iteration of 
the parking. 
 
Plots 1-6 is affordable housing (4 will be social rented) 
 
Play equipment – FPC agrees with Bonnie Kwok at SCDC – there should be play equipment on site 
– it is further away from the residents at Appleacre.  With a commuted sum of money to FPC.   
 
The reply to SCDC is as follows: 
 
Fowlmere PC is still strongly against this application and wish to see a refusal for this 
application.  It is outside the past and emerging Local Plan for Fowlmere.  FPC is particularly 
concerned about the effects that the proposed number 3 and 12 would have on the 
properties at Appleacre which they consider to be overbearing / too close / overlooking to 
what are very single-storey dwellings on Appleacre.  Numbers 12 and 3 are still of an 
unacceptable nature in terms of proximity (3) and overall size and proximity to 14 and 15 
Appleacre (12).  There is an enormous loss of amenity and privacy. 
 
Sustainability – this village is poorly provided in terms of facilities – no village shop, minor 
public transport bus service.  Other than a pub and the school you have to leave the village.   
 
In the past and emerging Local Plan it is a ‘Group’ village and would only be allowed within 
the Village Envelope, dwellings of up to 8 (and in exceptional circumstances up to 15).  There 
are no exceptional circumstances here and it is outside the village envelope.  It is a purely 
speculative application. 
 
There should be play equipment on site – it is further away from the residents at Appleacre.  
With a commuted sum of money to FPC for maintenance and upkeep. 
 
A proper depth of screening would be required. 
 
This needs to be referred to the SCDC Planning Committee, with a site visit. 
 
Cllr Bearpark returned to the room at 8:55pm 
  
B) S/3566/17/FL 
 Construction of a new grain store and creation of an access from Fowlmere Road   
 together with planting and formation of an acoustic bund 
 Land East of Fowlmere Road, Foxton 
 Thriplow Farms Ltd  
 
FPC and Foxton are recommending refusal.  There is to be a joint meeting at SCDC on 9th January. 
Mr Frost was present and also commented on the location.  It is likely to go to the February 
Planning Committee.  There is no comment from Highways yet. 
 

10
. 

ROAD SAFETY 
A) SPEEDWATCH UPDATE 
The December session was cancelled due to ill health but further dates will be arranged in the New 
Year. 

 
 
Clerk 
(Agenda) 
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The Clerk was asked about getting ‘this village supports speedwatch’ signs and it was suggested 
going to CCC. 
 
B) CASUALTY REDUCTION SUPPORT FUND 
There is nothing for discussion at present 
 

 
Clerk 

11
. 

TREES, GRASS AND HEDGES 
A) TO PROPOSE A POLICY RELATING TO TREE PLANTING 
The Clerk explained the background to this.  Various issues were raised.  There is the ongoing cost 
of tree maintenance.  It is a nice thought for those coming up with the idea, especially at a time of 
sadness.  We have a lot of trees to manage.  Who will tend them as they bed in (ie watering)?  
There is a need for consistency – there needs to be a written policy.  A search has shown up an 
equal number of policies in favour and against.  Cllr Mulholland shared an example.  A mature 
height restriction could be implemented.  The applicant could be responsible for the initial upkeep. A 
fee could be paid, as can an upper number on applications. 
 
Cllr Mulholland to share the documents.  A Policy is good housekeeping.  For further discussion at 
the next Burial Board.  
 
It was noted that the brook has been cleared in High Street by SCDC. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Mulholland / 
Clerk 
(Agenda) 

12
. 

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES 
A) CHEQUES PAID 
Annual Chairs Allowance - £150.00 
Clerk’s Salary (Nov17) - £667.79 
Wix fees (Web-site) via Jo Asquith - £74.25, £12.46 
Stationery Cupboard - £23.94 
Phillimores Xmas Tree and Batteries - £52.48 
J Wright Telecoms refund - £37.56 
Cambs Acre Payroll (Oct-Dec 2017) - £41.40 
HM Revenue and Customs (Nov 17) - £2.00 
NEST Pension via J Wright - £3.26 
Seniorlink November 2017 - £82.86 
VH Hire 19.12.17 = £24.00 
 
B) ST MARY’S LIGHTS  
This has already been discussed. 
 
C) OUTDOOR GYM EQUIPMENT 
To be carried over to Jan 18 

 

13 CORRESPONDENCE: 
Clerk to keep the vacancy on the PC in the public eye. 
 

 
Clerk 
 

14 ACTION LIST UPDATE: 
The action list was updated accordingly. 
 
A) IDEAS FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO VILLAGE LIFE 
Outdoor gym options need further discussions and will go on the next agenda.  No further ideas. 
 
B) WEBSITE UPDATE 
The letters we write to SCDC on planning need to go on the web-site. 
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15 OTHER MATTERS:  
The Royston and District Community Transport letter requesting funds was discussed.  Cllr Vinton 
says it is not fit for purpose, having volunteered.  For further discussion at the January 2018. 
 
White lines are required at the end of the road to Foxton – contact Cllr Topping. 
 
The meeting closed at 21:45.  
 
The date of the next meeting is 7:00pm (Finance) followed by 7:15pm (Burial Board), followed by 
7:45pm (Main PC) on Tuesday 16th January 2018 at the Village Hall (Pavillion Room). 
 

 
Clerk 
(Agenda) 
 
Clerk 
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