



PRESENT:	 	 Cllr Baker-Oxley, Cllr Mulholland, Cllr Roberts (13:04) Cllr Sargeant (Chair). 
	 	 	  
IN ATTENDANCE: The Clerk and 0 members of the public


Business to be Transacted 
In accordance with LGA 1972 schedule 12 10(2) (b) which states that business must be specified. 

25/F1  Apologies for absence (LGA 1972 s 85(1)) 
Cllr Hobro & Cllr Lennon (Work Commitments)

25/F2  Declarations of interest & requests for dispensations in agenda items (Localism Act 2011 s 31 s33) 
There were none 

25/F3  Minutes of Previous Meeting (click here) (in accordance with standing order 12a) 
Proposal: The Finance Committee of Fowlmere Parish Council herewith agree the minutes of the meeting 
held on 3rd December 2024. 
Proposed: Cllr Baker-Oxley	 	 Seconded: Cllr	Mulholland	 motion passed.

25/F4  Public Participation Session 
There were none 
25/F5  Review of Expenditure 2024/25 
Expenditure was reviewed. 

Employment was mentioned regarding the increase in salary due to the increase in hours and uplift in the 
NALC pay scale. The Increase in hours had been agreed previously to be dealt with by reserves over a step 
down across three years. 

Contingency included, items such as the Village sign. 

It was noted that there had been an underspend regarding the Tree work budget, but the clerk is to revisit the 
tree survey especially in the Round moat to check the works left to complete.  

The income of the precept plus cemetery, sundry income (insurance claim against damaged gate) and 
interest meant that the overall expenditure was within the total amount of income. 

25/F6  Review of reserves 2024/25 
Discussion about reserves included the s.106 monies received from Shaw close. Expecting s.106 money 
from Home Farm, which means there will be a larger amount to spend. Use the money to buy better 
equipment for longevity and less maintenance as the s.106 cannot be used to maintain existing equipment.

Revisit results of the Playground working group to see what equipment had been suggested. 

25/F7  To note: annual s.137 limit increase for 2025/26.

The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government has informed us of an increase in the Section 
137 expenditure limit for parish and town councils in England for the 2025/26 financial year. The new limit 
is £11.10 per elector, up from £10.81 in 2024/25.


“The increase reflects the percentage rise in the retail price index between September 2023 and September 
2024, in accordance with Schedule 12B of the Local Government Act 1972. Section 137 of the Act allows 
parish and town councils to incur expenditures for purposes that benefit their communities when no specific 
statutory power is available.” 

Discussion was had about the limits of the s.137 money, and the fact the PC had budgeted for £3100.00 to 
be included in the budget and therefore the precept. If the PC felt they needed to increase this would need to 
be done at budget setting time. Reserves could be used to front fund a project or grant application but the 
S.137 and therefor the precept would need to be increased in future years.

Mention made about explainer documents for members of the public about s.137 and s106 spend. Agreed 
these would be a good idea

25/F8  To note:  
a) Increase in Payroll Accounting services. 

Increase By £1.00 per month from £16.50 per employee to £17.50 per employee, excluding VAT. 


b) Increase in water services to the Chapel. 

Increase from £172.53 to 203.34 per year (Payments divided by 2 from £86 to £101)
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c) Update from CCC of Parish Maintained Grass. 
Cambridgeshire County Council have been reviewing their maintenance and payments structure for 
maintaining the grass verges in the parishes, but they have not completed their review. Once they have 
completed this review they will be in touch regarding the new regime, looking this tart this for the 2026 grass 
cutting season. For now they are maintaining the current arrangements for this year, with the 2025/2026 CCC 
contribution being increased inline with inflation. No figures have been presented as yet, and we are waiting 
for them to send through purchase orders to raise an invoice for payment.

Last years payment was for £927.74 


25/F9  To review regular s.137 payments 2025-26  
To review the s.137 statement. Last year the council spent budget of £3101.86, (£2,590.43 on Careium and 
£335 on other projects)

IA had raised using s.137 for the Careium personal alarms, with the Council needing to decide if the 
proportionate spend was commensurate across the Parish/community. Councillors felt this was a good use 
of s.137 funds, and although families may not live in the parish, neighbours and friends who support these 
people are and therefore by default supports them too. Therefore the committee agreed for these s.137 
payments to continue. 

Recent check on users had thrown up some that needed to be removed as they had moved away from the 
parish. 

Clerk to advertise the careium package. 

Proposal: to agree to continue regular s.137 payments.

Proposed: Cllr Baker Oxley	 	 Seconded: Cllr	Roberts		 motion passed.

25/F10  To Review regular Direct Debit payments 2025-26  
Proposal: to agree to continue regular DD payments. 
Proposed: Cllr	 Baker-Oxley	 Seconded: Cllr	Sargeant	 	 motion passed.

25/F13  To Review the Council’s and/or staff subscriptions to other bodies 2025-26 
Proposal: to agree to continue the Council’s and/or staff subscriptions to other bodies 

Proposed: Cllr	 Baker-Oxley 	 Seconded: Cllr	Mulholland	 	 motion passed.

25/F14  To note and agree the signatories on each bank account (Two signatures needed to authorise 
payments).

Proposal: to agree the signatures on the accounts

Proposed: Cllr	 Baker-Oxley 	 Seconded: Cllr	Mulholland	 	 motion passed.


25/F15  To note the additional reserve categories and amounts for the financial year 2025/26.  
All Noted, Clerk explained that the document linked with the budget plan, for the new ear-marked reserves to 
support projects and potential spends going forward. 
25/F16. To note FPC Asset Register 
All Noted. Fixed cost asset register used for Insurance and for the AGAR.  _ New Online register has been 
delayed in going live, still updating and adding items but they are still updating their systems means were not 
paying for it as yet. Once live will be easier to note defects and update more regularly.  

Clerk noted that once the new gate had been installed this would need to be added. 

The fire engine shed was mentioned with the possibility of looking at maintenance, before the building 
deteriorates any further. Playgroup no longer store items in there. 

Historically contained the Hand pump fire engine for the village. The building has historical value. 

Cllr Hobro and Cllr Bryan had in the past offered to get an expert to look at the building to mend, possibility 
for them to take this back up. 

Question was raised about land ownership. Enquiries to be made. 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25/F17  AGAR 
a) To review Annual Governance & Accounting Statements (AGAR) for 24/25
b) To set the dates Exercise of Public rights. 
As long as the AGAR statements are agreed at the main Full Council meeting on 20th May no reason to not 
have the dates for the exercise of Public Rights 3rd June - 14th July. 


All agreed that the figures and the dates were sound., and to be agreed at Full Council Meeting.  

Clerk explained about the dates and thoughts surrounding the exercise of Public rights. 


Meeting closed  13:45


Any business to be considered at a Parish Council meeting must be delivered to the clerk for inclusion in accordance with 
Standing Order 9b.
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